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NINTH REPORT 


From the SELECT COJDIITTEE [of the House of Commons] 
appointed to take into consideration the state of the ad- 
ministration of justice in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, and to report the same, as it shall appear to 
them, to the House, with their obsen'ations thereupon; 
and who were instructed to consider how the British pos- 
sessions in the East Indies may be held and governed 
with the greatest 
ecurity and advantage to this country, 
and by what means the happiness of the native inhab- 
itants may be best promoted. 


I.-OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF THE 
CO
IPANY'S AFFAmS IN INDIA. 
I N order to enable the House to adopt the most 
proper means for regulating the British govern- 
ment in India, and for pronloting the happiness of 
the natives who live under its authority or influence, 
your Committee hold it expedient to collect into dis- 
tinct points of view the circumstances by which that 
government appears to them to be most essentially 
disordered, and to explain fully the principles of pol- 
icy and the course of conduct by which the natives 
of all ranks and orders have been reduced to their 
present state of depression and misery. 
Your Conlmittee have endeavored to perform this 
task in plain and popular language, knowing that 
nothing has alienated the House from inquiries ab- 
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solutely necessary for the performance of one of the 
most essential of all its duties so much as the techni- 
callanguage of the COlupany's records, as the Indian 
names of persons, of offices, of the tenure and qualities 
of estates, and of all the varied branches of their intri- 
cate revenue. This language is, indeed, of necessary 
use in the executive departments of the COlupany's 
affairs; but it is not necessary to Parliament. A lan- 
guage so foreign from all the ideas and habits of the 
far greater part of the members of this IIouse has 
a tendency to disgust them with all sorts of inqui- 
ry concerning this subject. They are fatigued into 
such a despair of ever obtaining a competent knowl- 
edge of the transactions in India,' that they are easi- 
ly persuaded to remand them back to that obscurity, 
mystery, and intrigue out of which they have been 
forced upon public notice by the calamities arising 
froln their extreme mismanagement. This nlisman- 
agelnent has itself, as your Comlnittee conceive, in 
a great measure arisen frOln dark cabals, and secret 
suggestions to persons in power, without a regular 
public inquiry into the good or evil tendency of any 
measure, or into the merit or demerit of any per- 
son intrusted with the COlnpany's concerns. 
Present laws The plan adopted by your COlulnittee is, 


a


tto first, to consider the law regulating the East 
India Com- Iildia Com p an y, as it now stands , - and , sec- 
pany,and 
internal and ondl y, to in q uire into the circumstances of 
external 
policy. the two great links of connection by ,vhich 
the territorial possessions in India are united to this 
kingdolu, nanlely, the Conlpany's commerce, and the 
goVerIllncnt exercised under the charter and under 
acts of Parliament. The last [first] of these objects, 
the commerce, is taken in two points of vie,v: the 
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external, or the direct trade between India and Eu- 
rope, and the internal, that is to say, the trade of 
Bengal, in all the articles of produce and manufac- 
ture which furnish the Company's investment. 
The government is considered by your C01nlnittee 
under the like descriptions of internal and external. 
The internal regards the cOllllnunication between the 
Court of Directors and their servants in India, the 
ll1anagelnent of the revenue, the expenditure of pub- 
lic mOIley, the civil adlninistration, the adn1Ïni
tra- 
tion of justice, and the state of the army. The ex- 
ternal regards, first, the conduct and maxims of the 
C01npany's government with respect to the native 
princes and people dependent on the British au- 
thority, - and, next, the proceedings with regard to 
those native powers which are wholly independent 
of the Company. But your Committee's observa- 
tions on the last division extend to those matters 
only which are not comprehended in the Report of 
the Committee of Secrecy. Under these heads, your 
COlnn1ittee refer to the most leading particulars of 
abuse which prevail in the administration of India,- 
deviating only froln this ordeJ: where the abuses are 
of a conlplicated nature, and where one cannot be 
well considered independently of 
everal others. 
Your Committee observe, that this is the Second at- 
. tempt made 
se-cond attempt made by ParlIament for the by Parlia- 
.. ment for a 
reformatlon of abuses In the Company's gov- reformation. 
erl11nent. It appears, therefore, to them a necessary 
prelhl1inary to this second undertaking, to consider 
the causes 
()hich, in their opinion, have produced the 
failure of the first, - that the defects of the original 
plan may be supplied, its errors corrected, and such 
useful regulations as were then adopted may be fur
 
ther explained, enlarged, and enforced. 
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Proceedings The first design of this kind was formed 
of session 
1773. in the session of the year 1773. In that 
year, Parlialnent, taking up the consideration of the 
affairs of India, through two of its committees col- 
lected a very great body of details concerning the 
interior economy of the Company's possessions, and 
concerning many particulars of abuse which prevailed 
at the thne when those committees made their alnple 
and instructive reports. But it does not appear that 
the body of regulations enacted in that year, that is, 
in the East India Act of the thirteenth of his 1tIajesty's 
reign, ,vere altogether grounded on that inforn1ation, 
but were adopted rather on probable speculations and 
gcneral ideas of good policy and good goverlunent. 
N e,v establishments, civil and judicial, were therefore 
formed at a very great expense, and with lnuch com- 
plexity of constitution. Checks and counter-checks 
of all kinds were contrived in the execution, as well 
as in the formation of this systen1, in which all the 
existing authorities of this kingdolll had a share: for 
Parlian1ent appointed the lnelnbers of the presiding 
part of the ne,v establishment, the Crown appointed 
the judicial, and the Con1pany preserved the nonlÍna- 
tion of the other officers. So that, if the act has not 
fully ans,vered its purposes, the failure cannot be at- 
tributed to any want of officers of every description, 
or to the deficiency of any mode of patronage in their 
appointment. rrhe cause must be sought elsewhere. 
Po.were and The act had in its view ( inde p endentl y 
obJects of act 
of 17ï3, and of several detached re g ulations ) five funda- 
the eft"ccts 
thereof. mental objects. 
1st. The reforlnation of the Court of Proprietors 
of the East Illdia Company. 
2ndly. A new model of the Court of Directors, and 
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an enforcement of their authority over the servants 
abroad. 
3rdly. The establishment of a court of justice ca- 
pable of protecting the natives from the oppressions 
of British subjects. 
4thly. The establishment of a general council, to 
be seated in Bengal, ,vhose authority should, in nlany 
particulars, extend over all the British settle1nents in 
Inùia. 
5thly. To furnish the ministers of the crown with 
constant infornlation concerning the whole of the 
COlnpany's correspondence with India, in order that 
they might be enabled to inspect the conduct of the 
Directors and servants, and to watch over the exe- 
cution of all parts of the act; that they might be fur- 
nished with matter to lay befote Parlia1nent fro1n 
time to tinIe, according as the state of things should 
render regulation or allimad version necessary. 
The first object of the policy of this act Court of Pro- 
was to hnprove the constitution of the Court prietors. 
of Proprietors. In this case, as in alnlost all the rest, 
the relnedy ".as not applied directly to the disease. 
The cOlnplaint was, that factions in the Court of Pro- 
prietors had shown, in several instances, a disposition 
to support the :scrvants of the Conlpany against the 
just coercion and legal pro
ecution of the Directors. 
Instead of applying a corrective to the distenlper, a 
change v,Tas propo
ed in the constitution. By this 
reform, it was presumed that an interest would arise 
in the General Court nlore independent in itself, 
and 11lore connected ,vith the COnllllCl'cial prosperity 
of the Company. Under the new con
ti- New qualifi- 
tution, no proprietor
 not possessed of a. catioD. 
thousand pounds capital stock, was pcrlnittcd to 
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vote in the General Court: before the act, five hun 
dred pounds was a sufficient qualification for one vote; 
and no value gave lllore. But as the lower clas
es 
were disabled, the power was increased in the higher: 
proprietors of three thousand pounds were allowed 
t,vo votes; those of six thousand were entitled to 
three; ten thousand pounds ,vas lnade the qualifica- 
tion for four. The votes were thus regulated in the 
scale and gradation of property. On this scale, and 
on some provisions to prevent occasional qualifications 
and splitting of votes, the whole reforlnation rested. 
Several essential points, however, seeln to have 
been omitted or lllisunderstood. No reguìation was 
made to abolish the pernicious custoln of voting by 
ballot, by means of which acts of the high- 
The ballot. . 
est concern to the COlnpany and to the state 
might be done by individuals ,vith perfect impunity; 
and even the body itself lnight be subjected to a for- 
feiture of all its privileges for defaults of persons 
who, so far from being under control, could not be 
so 111uch as known in any Blode of legal cognizance. 
N üthing was done or attelnpted to prevent the opera- 
Indian in- tion of the interest of delinquent servants 
terest. of the Company in the Gencral Court, by 
which they lnight even come to be their own judges, 
and, in effect, under another description, to become 
the lnasters in that body which ought to govern then1. 
Nor was anything provided to secl.ire the independen- 
cy of the proprietary body from the various exterior 
interests by which it 11light be disturbed, and divert- 
ed from the conservation of that pecuniary concern 
'which the act laid down as the sole security for pre- 
venting. a collusion between the General Court and 
the po\verful delinquent servants in India. The 
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wHole of the regulations concerning the Court of 
Proprietors relied upon two principles, which have 
often proved fallacious: nanlely, that snlall numbers 
were a security against faction and disorder; and 
that integrity of conduct .would follow the greater 
property. In no case could these principles be less 
depended upon than in the affairs of the East India 
Con1pany. However, by wholly cutting off the lo"er, 
and adding to the power of the higher classes, it was 
supposed that the higher would keep their money in 
that fund to luake profit, - that the vote would be a 
secondary consideration, and no more than a guard 
to the property, - and that therefore any abuse ,\
hich 
tended to depreciate the value of their stock would 
be warmly resented by such proprietors. 
If the ill effects of every misdelneanor in the Com- 
pany's servants were to be innnediate, and had a ten- 
dency to lower the value of the stock, something 
might justly be expected froin the pecuniary security 
taken by the act. But from the then state of things, 
it ,vas more than probable that proceedings ruin- 
ous to the permanent interest of the Company might 
commence in great lucrative advantages. A.gainst 
this evil large pecuniary interests were rather the 
reverse of a reluedy. ....-\.ccordingly, the COlnpany's 
servants have ever since covered over the worst op- 
pressions of the people under their government, and 
the most cruel and wanton ravages of all the neigh- 
boring countries, by holding out, and for a till1e act- 
ually realizing, additions of revenue to the territorial 
funds of the Company, and great quantities of valua- 
ble goods to their investment. 
But this consideration of mere income, 
Proprieto1"!l. 
whatever weight it Inight have, could not 
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be the first otject of a proprietor, ilJ. a body so cir- 
cumstanced. 'rhe East India Con1pany is not, like 
the Bank of England, a lucre IHon.eyed society for 
the sole purpose of the preservation or Ünprovement 
of t.heir capital; and therefore every atten1pt to reg- 
ulate it upon the S3me principles lnust inevitably 
fail. 'Yhea it is considered that a certain share in 
the stock gives a share in the gOyernnlent of so vast 
an eillpil'e, with such a boundless patronage, civil, 
nlilitary, llulrine, conuHercial, and financial, in every 
depal'tulCnt of ,vhich such fortunes have been made 
as could be lnade nowhere else, it is impossible not 
to perceive that capitals far superior to any qualifi- 
cations appointed to proprietors, or even to Direct'ors, 
would readily be laid out for :\ participation in that 
po,ver. The lndia pruprietor, therefore, will always 
be, in the first instance, a politician; and the bolder 
his enterprise, and the nlore corrupt his views, the 
less will be his consideration of the price to Le paid 
for conlpas
ing then1. The new regulations did not 
reduce the nUlnuer so lo,v as not to leave the assem- 
bly still liable to all the disorùer which Inight be 
supposed to arise frolH llluititude. But if the princi- 
ple had been well established and well executed, a 
much greater inconveniency grew out of the reforln 
than that which had attended the old abuse: for if 
tumult and disorder te lessened by reducing the 
lnunter of proprietors, private cabal and intrigue 
are facilitated at least in an equal degree; and it is 
cabal and corruption, rather than disorder and con- 
fusion, that ,vas 1110st to be dreaded in transacting 
the affairs of India. 'Vhilst the votes of the sillaller 
proprietors continued, a door was left open for the 
public sense to enter into that society: since that 
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door has been closed, the proprietary has become, 
even more than formerly, an aggregate of private in- 
terests, which subsist at the expense of the collective 
body. .At the moment of this revolution in the pro- 
prietary, as it might naturally be expected, those who 
had either no very particular interest in their vote or 
but a petty object to pursue immediately disquali- 
fied; but those who were deeply interested in the 
Company's patronage, those who were concerned in 
the supply of ships and of the other innumerable 
objects required for their imlnense establishments, 
those who were engaged in contracts with the Treas- 
ury, ...\.dmiralty, and Ordnance, together with the 
clerks in public offices, found means of securing 
qualifications at the enlarged standard. All these 
composed a much greater proportion than formerly 
they had done of the proprietary body. 
Against the great, predominant, radical corruption 
of the Court of Proprietors the raising the qualifica- 
tion proved no sort of remedy. The return of the 
Company's servants into Europe poured in a constant 
supply of proprietors, whose ability to purchase the 
highest qualifications for theulselves, their agents, 
and dependants could not be dubious. . And this 
latter description form a very considerable, and by 
far the most active and efficient part of that body. 
To add to the votes, which is adding to the power in 
proportion to the wealth, of men whose very offences 
were supposed to consist in acts which lead to the ac- 
quisition of enormous riches, appears by no means a 
well-considered method of checking rapacity and op- 
pression. In proportion as these interests prevailed, 
the means of cabal, of conceahncnt, and of corrupt 
confederacy became far more easy than before. ÅC- 
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cordingly, there was no fault ,vith respect to the 
Company's goverIunent over its servants, charged 
or chargeable on the General Court as it originally 
stood, of ,vhich since the reform it has not been no- 
toriously guilty. It was not, therefore, a matter of 
surprise to your COlluuittee, that the General Court, 
so composed, has at length grown to such a degree of 
contempt both of its duty and of the permanent inter- 
est of the whole corporation as to put itself into open 
defiance of the salutary admonitions of this House, 
given for the purpose of asserting and enforcing the 
legal authority of their own body over their own ser- 
van ts. 
The failure in this part of the reform of 1773 is 
not stated by your COlnmittee as recommending a 
return to the ancient constitution of the C
)lTIpany, 
which was nearly as far as the new froln containing 
any principle tending to the prevention or relnedy of 
abuses, - but to point out the probable failure of any 
future regulations which do not apply directly to the 
grievance, but which may be taken up as experiments 
to ascertain theories of the operation of councils 
formed of greater .01' lesser numbers, or such as shall 
be composed of men of more or less opulence, or of 
interests of newer or longer standing, or concerning 
the distribution of power to various descriptions or 
professions of men, or of the election to office by one 
authority rather than another. 
Court of The second object of the act was the 
Directors. Court of Directors. Under the arrange... 
ment of the year 1773 that court appeared to have its 
authority much strengthened. It was made less de- 
pendent than formerly upon its constituents, the pro- 
prietary. The duration of the Directors in office was 
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rendered more permanent, and the tenure itself di- 
versified by a varied and intricate rotation. .At the 
same time their authority was held high over their 
servants of all descriptions; and the only rule pre- 
scribed to the Council-General of Bengal, in the ex- 
ercise of the large and ill-defined powers given to 
them, was that they were to yield obedience to the 
orders of the Court of Directors. .A.s to the Court of 
Directors itself, it was left with very little regulation. 
The custom of ballot, infinitely the most mischievous 
in a body possessed of all the ordinary executive pow- 
ers, was still left; and your Comruittee have found 
the ill effects of this practice in the course of their 
inquiries. Nothing was done to oblige the Directors 
to attend to the promotion of their servants according 
to their rank and merits. In judging of those merits 
nothing was done to bind them to any observation of 
what appeared on their records. Nothing was done 
to compel them to prosecution or complaint ,vhere 
delinquency became visible. The act, indeed, pre- 
scribed that no servant of the Company abroad should 
be eligible into the direction until two years after 
his return to England. But as this regulation rather 
presumes than provides for an inquiry into their con- 
duct, a very ordinary neglect in the Court of Directors 
might easily defeat it, and a short remission might in 
this particular operate as a total inderunity. In fact, 
however, the servants have of late seldom atterupt- 
ed a seat in the direction, - an attempt which might 
possibly rOUf'e a dormant spirit of inquiry; but, sat- 
isfied with an interest in the proprietary, they have, 
through that name, brought the direction very much 
under their own control. 
As to the general authority of the Court of Direc- 
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tOl'
, there is reason to apprehend that on the whole 
it was sOlnewhat degraded by the act whose professed 
purpo
(' '" as to exalt it, and that the only effect of 
the Parlhunentary sanction to their orders has been, 
that along with those orders the law of the land has 
1J8811 despised and trampled under foot. The Direc- 
tors were not suffered either to nominate or to ren10ve 
those \vhom they were elupo\vered to instruct; from 
nlaster
 they \vere reduced to the situation of com- 
plainants, - a situation the imbecility of which no 
la\vs or regulations could wholly alter; and ,vhen the 
Directors were afterwards restored in some degree to 
their ancient power, on the expiration of the lease 
given to their principal servants, it became impossible 
for them to recover any degree of their ancient re- 
spect, even if they had not ill the Inean time been so 
modelled as to be entirely free from all arnbition of 
that sort. 
From that period the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors became to be so habitually despised by their ser- 
vants abroad, and at length to be so little regard 
ed even by themselves, that this contempt of orders 
forms almost the whole subject-matter of the volu- 
minous reports of two of your committees. If any 
doubt, however, remains concerning the cause of this 
fatal decline of the authority of the Court of Di- 
rectors, no doubt whatsoever can remain of the fact 
itself, nor of the total failure of one of the great 
leading regulations of the act of 1773. 
Supreme The third obiect was a new J . udicial ar- 
Court of 'oJ 
Judicature. rangenlellt, the chief purpose of which was 
to forln a strong and solid security for the natives 
against the wrongs and oppressions of British sub- 
jects resident in Bengal. An operose a
ld expensive 
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estaLlishment of a Supreme Court was made, and 
charged upon the revenues of the country. The 
charter of justice was by the act left to the crown, as 
well as the appointment of the magistrates. The de- 
fect in the institution seelned to be this, - that no 
rule was laid down, either in the act or the charter, 
by which the court was to judge. No descriptions of 
offenders or species of delinquency were properly as- 
certained, according to the nature of the place, or to 
the prevalent mode of abuse. Provision was ulade 
for the administration of justice in the reulotest part 
of Hindostan as if it were a province in Great Brit- 
ain. Your Committee have long had the constitu- 
tion and conduct of this court before them, and they 
have not yet been able to discover very fe,v instances 
(not one that appears to them of leading Ï1nportance) 
of relief given to the natives against the corruptions 
or oppressions of British subjects in power, - though 
they do find one very strong and marked instance 
of the judges having employed an unwarrantable ex- 
tension or application of the nlunicipal law of Eng- 
land, to destroy a person of the highest rank alnong 
those natives whom they were sent to protect. One 
circumstance rendered the proceeding in this case 
fatal to all the good purposes for which the court 
had been established. The sufferer (the Rajah K und- 
conlar) appears, at the very time of this extraordi- 
nary prosecution, a discoyerer of some particulars 
of illicit gain then charged upon 
Ir. Hastings, the 
Governor-General. Although in ordinary cases, and 
in SOlne lesser instances of grievance, it is very prob- 
able that this court has done its duty, and has been, 
as every court must be, of some service, yet one ex- 
ample of this kind must do more towards deterring 
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the natives from complaint, and consequently from 
the nleans of redress, than many decisions favorable 
to theIn, in the orùinary course of proceeding, can 
do for their encouragelnent and relief. So far as 
your" Conunittee has been able to discover, the 
court has been generally terrible to the natives, and 
has distracted the goverlunent of the Company ,vith- 
out substantially reforming anyone of its abuses. 
This court, which in its constitution seems not to 
have had sufficiently in view the necessities of the 
people for whose relief it was intended, and was, or 
thought itself, bound in sonle instances to too strict 
an adherence to the forms and rules of English prac- 
tice, in others was framed upon principles perhaps 
too remote from the constitution of English tribu- 
nals. By the usual course of English practice, the 
far greater part of the redress to be obtained against 
oppressions of power is by process in the nature 
of civil actions. In these a trial by jury is a ne- 
cessary part, with regard to the finding the offence 
and to the assessment of the damages. Both these 
were in the charter of justice left entirely to the 
judges. It was presluned, and 110t wholly without 
reason, that the British subjects were liable to fall 
into factions and combinations, in order to support 
themselves in the abuses of an authority of which 
every man migh t in his turn becolne a sharer. An d 
with regard to the natives, it was presluned (perhaps 
a little too hastily) that they were not capable of 
sharing in the functions of jurors. But it was not 
foreseen that the judges were also liable to be e11- 
gaged in the factions of the settlement, - and if they 
should ever happen to be so engaged, that the na- 
tive people were then without that remedy which 


# 
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obviously lay in the cl13.nce that the court and jury, 
though both liable to bias, might not easily unite 
in the san1e identical act of injustice. Your Com- 
nlittee, on full inquiry, are of opinion that the use 
of }uries is neither inqn'acticable nor dangerous in 
Bengal. 
Your Con1mi ttee refer to their report 1nade in the 
year 1781, for the ll1anner in which this court, at- 
ten1pting to extend its jurisdiction, and falling with 
extre1ne severity on the native 1nagistrates, a. -viulent 
contest arose between the English judges and the 
English civil authority. This authority, calling ill 
the l1lÎlitary arln, (by a 1nost dangerous exan1ple,) 
overpowered, and for a while suspended, the func- 
tions of the court; but at length those functions, 
which were suspended by the quarrel of the parties, 
were destroyed by their reconciliation, and by the 
arrangements made in consequence of it. By these 
the court was virtually annihilated; or if substan- 
tially it exists, it is to be apprehended it exists 
only for purposes very different from those of its 
insti tu tion. 
The fourth object of the act of 1773 -was the Coun- 
cil-General. This institution was intended to pro- 
duce uniformity, consistency, and the effective co- 
operation of all the settlen1ents in their comn10n 
defence. By the ancient constitution of the C0111- 
pany's foreign settlenlents, they were each of thcln 
under the orders of a President or Chief, and a Coun- 
cil, l110re or fewer, according to the discretion of the 
COll1pany. Å1llong those, Parliament (probably on ac 
count of the largeness of the territorial acquisitions, 
rather than the conveniency of the situation) chose 
Bengal for the residence of the controlling PQwer, 
VOL. VIII. 2 



18 NI
TH Ri:POln OF :-;ELECT CO
nnTTEE 


and, dissolving th{' Prc
idell.ey, appointed a new es.. 
tablishment, upon a plan sOlllewhat sÌlllilar to that 
which had prevaih
ù before; but the nU111ber was 
smaller. This establisillnellt was C0111posed of a 
Governor-G811eral and four COlln
enors, all nalned in 
the act of Parlialuellt.- They were to hold their of- 
fices fur fh'e years, after \vhich term the patronage 
wa
 to l'e'
ert to the Court of Directors. In the 
lncan titlle such vàcancies as should happen were to 
be filled hy that court, \vith the concurrence of the 
crown. The first Governor-General and one of the 
Counsellors had been old ser\"ants of the Company; 
the others were new Inen. 
On this He\V arrangelllellt the Courts of Proprie- 
tors and Directors considered the details of comlnerce 
as not perfectly consistent \vith the enlarged sphere 
of duty and the rpdnced l11.unuer of the Council. 
Therefore, to relieve thell1 froln this burden, they 
instituted a ne\v office, called the Board of Trade, 
for the subordinate lnallageulent of their conuuercial 
concerns, and appointed eleven of the senior ser- 
vants to fill the cOll1nlission. 
Object of The powers given by the act to the ne\v 
power.. to 
GovernClr- Govrrnor-General and Council had for their 
General and 
Council. direct object the kingdolu of Bengal and its 
dependencies. vVithin that sphere (and it is not a 
slnall OHO) their authority extended over all the COll1" 
pallY's concerns of whatever description. In InattCl'S 
of peace and war it se0111S to havo been Ineant that 
the other Presidencies 
hould be subordinate to their 
l?oard. But the law is ioose and flefective, where it 
professes to restrain the subordinatc Prrsidencies from 
Inaking war without the conscnt aHd approbation of 
the Suprclne Council. They are left free to act with- 
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out it in cases of irnndnent necessity, or where they shall 
have 'received special orders from the Gon
pany. The 
first exception leaves it open to the subordinate to 
judge of the necessity of measures which, when 
taken, bind or involve the superior: the second re- 
fers a question of peace or war to two jurisdictions, 
,,-hich Inay give different judgments. In both instan- 
ces cases in point have occurred.* With regard to 
their local administration, their po,vers were ex- 
ceedingly and dangerously loose and undeternlined. 
Their po,vers were not given directly, but in words 
of reference, in which neither the objects related to 
nor the mode of the relation were sufficiently ex- 
pressed. Their legislative and executive capacities 
were not so accurately dra,vn, and marked by such 
strong and penal lines of distinction, as to keep these 
capacities separate. Where legislative and merely ex- 
ecutive powers were lodged in the same hands, the 
legislative, ,vhich is the larger and the Inore ready 
for all occasions, ,vas constantly resorted to. The 
Governor-General and Council, therefore, immediate- 
ly gave constructions to their ill-defined authority 
which rendered it perfectly despotic, - constructions 
which if they were allowed, no action of theirs ought 
to be regarded as criminal. 
.....\rmed as they were with an authority in itself so 
anlple, and by abuse so capable of an unli1nited ex- 
tent, very few, and these very insufficient correctives, 
were adlninistered. Ample salaries were provided 
for theIn, which indeed rell10ved the necessity, but 
by no means the inducements to corruption and op- 
pression. Kor was any barrier whatsoever opposed 
on the part of the natives against their injustice, ex- 


. See the Secret Committee's Reports on the 1tlahratta War. 
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cept the Supreme Court of Judicature, which never 
could be capable of controlling a governlnent ,vith 
such powers, without becoming such a governn1ent 
itself. 
There was, indeed, a prohibition against all con- 
cerns in trade to the whole Council, and against all 
taking of presents by any in authority. A right of 
prosecution in the King's Bench was also established; 
but it ,vas a right the exercise of which is difficult, 
and in many, and those the most weighty cases, Ï1n- 
practicable. No considerable facilities were given to 
prosecution in Parliament; nothing was done to pre- 
vent cOin plaint from being far more dangerous to the 
sufferer than injustice to the oppressor . No overt 
acts were fixed, upon which corruption should be 
presluned in transactions of which secrecy and collu- 
sion formed the very basis; no rules of evidence nor 
authentic mode of transmission were settled in con- 
formity to the unalterable circumstances of the coun- 
try and the people. 
One P rovision, indeed, was made for re- 
Removal of 
servants. straining the servants, in itself very wise 
and substantial: a delinquent once dismissed, could 
not be restored, but by the votes of three fourths of 
the Directors and three fourths of the proprietors: 
this \vas well aimed. But no method was settled for 
bringing delinquents to the question of removal: and 
if they should be brought to it, a door lay wide open 
for evasion of the law, and for a return into the ser- 
vice, in defiance of its plain intention, - that is, by 
resigning to avoid ren10val; by which Ineasure this 
provision of the àct has proved as un operative as all 
the rest. By this management a Inere Inajority ma)' 
bring in the greater delinquent, whilst the person re- 
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moved for offences comparatively trivial may remain 
excl uded forever. 
The new Council nominated in the act C . 1 
ounc} - 
was composed of two totally discordant ele- General. 
ments, 'which soon distinguished themselves into per- 
1nanent parties. One of the principal instructions 
which the three n1elnbers of the Council sent im- 
n1ediately fron1 England, namely, General Clavering, 
Colonel )Ionson, and 
Ir. Francis, carried out with 
the1n -was, to "cause the strictest inquiry to be made 
into all oppressions and abuBes," among, which the 
practice oj. receiving presents fron
 the natives, at that 
time generally charged upon men in power, was prin- 
cipally ailned at. 
Presents to any considerable value were justly re- 
puted by the legislature, not as marks of attention 
and respect, but as bribes or extortions, for which 
either the beneficial and gratuitous duties of govern- 
ment were sold, or they were the price paid for acts 
of partiality, or, finally, they were sums of money 
extorted from the givers by the terrors of po'wer. 
.Against the system of presents, therefore, the new 
con1nlÎssion was in general opinion particularly point- 
ed. In the conunencement of reformation, at a peri- 
od when a rapacious conquest had overpowered and 
succeeded to a corrupt gnvernment, an act of indem- 
nity n1ight have been thought advisable; perhaps a 
ne,v account ought to have been opened; all retro- 
spect ought to have been forbidden, at least to certain 
periods. If this had not been thought advisable, none 
in the higher departInents of a suspected and decried 
gnvernment ought to have been kept in their posts, 
until an exalnination had rendered their proceedings 
clear, or untillcngth of time had obliterated, by an 



22 NINTH REPORT OF SELECT COl\Il\I1TTEE 


even course of irreproachable conduct, the errors 
which so naturally gro\v out of a llew power. But 
the policy adopted was different: it ,vas to begin with 
examples. The cry against the abuses was strong and 
vehClncnt throughout the whole nation, and the prac- 
tice of presents ,vas represented to be as general as it 
was mischievous. In such a case, indeed in any case, 
it seelHed not to be a measure the most provident, 
without a great deal of previous inquiry, to place two 
persons, who from their situation must be the most 
exposed to such ilnputations, in the commission which 
was to inquire into their own conduct, - much less 
io place one of them at the head of that commission, 
and with a casting vote in case of an equality. The 
persons who could not be liable to that charge were, 
indeed, three to two; but any accidental difference 
of opinion, the death of anyone of theln or his occa- 
sional absence or sickness, threw the whole power in- 
to the hands of the other two, who were 
fr. Hastings 
and 
Ir. Barwell, one the President, and the other 
high in the Council of that establishment on \vhich 
the reform was to operate. Thus those who were lia- 
ble to process as delinquents were in effect set over 
the reformers; and that did actually happen \vhich 
might be expected to happen from so preposterous an 
arrangement: a stop was soon put to all inquiries 
into the capital abuses. 
Nor was the great political end proposed in the 
fOrlnation of a superintending Council over all the 
Presidencies better answered than that of an inquiry 
into corruptions and abuses. The several Presiden- 
cies have acted in a great degree upon their own sep- 
arate authority; and as little of unity, concert, or 
regular system has appeared in their conduct as was 
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ever known before this in
titution. India is, indeed, 
so vast a country, and the settlenlents are so divided, 
that their intercourse with each other is liable to as 
nlany delays and difficulties a
 the intercourse be- 
tween di
tant and separate states. But one evil may 
possibly haye ariscn fronl an atten1pt to produce an 
union, which, though undoubtedly to be ain1ed at, is 
opposed in SOlne degree by the unalterable nature 
of their situation, - that it has taught the servants 
rather to look to a superior an10ng thenlseh'es than to 
their con1111on superiors. This evil, growing out of 
the abuse of the principle of subordination, can only 
be corrected by a very strict enforcelnent of authority 
over that part of the chain of dcpendence \vhich is 
next to the original power. 
That \vhich your C0111mittee considers as Powers 
I fif I d I f I . I b . f given to the 
tIe t I an ast 0 t Ie capita 0 
ects 0 ministers of 
tl t d I b . d . I t . f the crOWD. 
Ie ac , an as t Ie HI lng regu a Ion 0 
the "Thole, is the introduction (then for the first 
tinle) of the ministers of the crown into the affairs 
of the COlnpany. The state claÜning a concern and 
share of property in the Conlpany's profits, the ser- 
vants of the crown were presluned the more likely to 
preserve \vith a scrupulous attention the sources of 
the great revenues which they were to adnÜnister, 
and for the rise and fall of which they were to render 
an accoun t. 
The interference of government was introduced by 
this act in two \vays: one by a control, in effcct by a 
sharc, in_ the appointInent to vacancies in the Su- 
prelne Council. The act provided that his 1Iajesty's 
approbation should be had to the persons Ilailled to 
that duty. Partaking thus in the patronage of the 
COlllpany, adilliuistratioll was bound to an attention 
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to the characters and capacities of the persons em- 
ployed in that high trust. The other part of then 
interference was by way of in
pection. By this rig
lt 
of inspection, everything in the Company's corre- 
spondence froln India, ,vhich related to the civil or 
luilitary affairs and governlnent of the COlnpany, ,vas 
directed by the act to be within fourteen days after 
the receipt laid before the Secretary of State, and 
everything that related to the nlallagelnellt of the 
reven ues was to be laid before the COlnmissioners of 
the Treasury. In fact, both description of these pa- 
pOl'S have been generally comnlunicated to that board. 
It appears to your COlllluittee that there 
Defects in 
the plan. were great 
nd material defects in both 
parts of the plan. With rogard to the approbation 
of persons llonlillated to the Suprolne Council by the 
Court of Directors, no sufficiont Ineans wore provided 
for carrying to his 
lajesty, along with the n0l11ina- 
tiOll, tho particulars in the conduct of those \vho had 
been in the service before, \vhich might render then1 
proper objects of approbation or rejection. The In- 
dia House possesses an office of record capable of 
furnishing, in ahnost all cases, materials for judging 
on the behavior of the servants in their progress front 
the lowest to the highest stations; and the ,vhole dis- 
cipline of the service, civil and nlilitary, must depend 
upon an cxanlination of these records inseparably at- 
tending every application for an appointInent to the 
highest stations. But in the present state of the 
nOlllination the ministers of the crown are not fur- 
nished -with the proper moans of exercising the po-wer 
of control intended by the law, even if they were 
scrupulously attentive to the use of it. There are 
modes of proceeding favorable to neglect. Others 
excite inquiry and stimulate to vigilance. 
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Y 0111' OOl1unittee, therefore, arc of opinion, Proposition 
to remedy 
that for the future prcvention of cabal, and them. 
of private and partial representation, whether above 
or belo,v, that, 'whenever any person who has been in 
the service shall be recoillmended to the king's min- 
isters to fill a vacancy in the Council-General, the 
Secretary of the Court of Directors shall be ordered 
to Blake a strict search ilito the records of the Com- 
pany, and shall annex to the recommendation the 
reasons of the Court of Directors for their choice, 
together ,vith a faithful copy of whatever shall be 
found (if anything can be found) relative to his 
character and conduct, - as also an account of his 
standing in the COlllpany's service, the time of his 
abode in India, the reasons for his return, and the 
stations, whether civil or 111ilitary, in which he has 
been successively placed. 
With this account ought to be translnitted the 
nalnes of those who were proposed as candidates 
for the saille office, with the correspondent particu- 
lars relative to their conduct and situation: for not 
only the separate, but the cOll1parative luerit, prob- 
ably 'would, and certainly ought, to have great influ- 
ence in the approhation or rejection of the party pre- 
sented to the 111inisters of the crown. These papers 
should be laid before the Comn1Ïssioners of the 
Trcasury and Olle of the Secretaries of State, and 
entered in books to be kept in the Treasury and the 
Secretary's office. 
These precautions, in case of the nOffi- Appoint- 
ination of any 'who have served the C0111- ë


So:llOrs, 
pany, appear to be nece
sary froln the im- &c. 
proper non1Înation and approbation of 
Ir. :


:
:- 
John 
Iacpherson, notwithstanding the ob- pointment. 
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jections which stood against hiln on the Company's 
records. The choice of 1tlr. John Stables, 
from an inferior n1Ïlitary to the highest civil 
capacity, ,vas by no lllcans proper, nor an encouraging 
exan1ple to either service. IIis conduct, indeed, in 
the subaltern military situation, had received, and 
seems to have deserved, cOl1unelldation; but no suffi- 
cient ground ,vas furnished for confounding the lines 
and gradatioÚs of service. This 1neasure. was, !lO\V- 
ever, far less exceptionable than the for1ner; because 
an irregular choice of a less cOlnpetent person, and 
the preference given to proved delinquency in preju- 
dice to uncensured service, are very different things. 
But even this latter appointn1ent would in all likeli- 
hood have been avoided, if rules of promotion had 
been established. If such rules were settled, candi- 
dates qualified from ability, knowledge, and service 
would not be discouraged by finding that everything 
was open to every man, and that favor alone stood 
in the place of civil or Inilitary experience. The 
elevation fro1n the lowest stations unfaithfully and 
negligently filled to the highest trusts, the total in- 
attention to rank and seniority, and, Inuch Inore, the 
combination of this neglect of rank with a confusion 
(unacco1l1panied with strong and evident rea
ons) of 
the lines of service, cannot operate as useful CXall1- 
pIes on those \vho serve the public in India. These 
servants, beholding IHen who have been condeullwd 
for improper behavior to the Con1pany in inferior 
civil stations elevated above theIn, or (what is less 
blamable, but still mischievous) persons \vithout any 
distinguished civil talents taken frolH the subordinate 
situations of another line to their prejudice, will de- 
spair by any good behavior of ascending to the digni- 


Stables's. 
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ties of their own: they will be led to improve, to the 
utmost advantage of their fortune, the lower stageR 
of power, and will endeavor to nlake up in lucre 
\\That they can never hope to acquire in station. 
The temporary appointInent by Parliament of the 
Suprenle Council of India arObe fron1 an opinion that 
tl
e COn11Jany, at that time at least, was not in a COll- 
dition or not disposed to a proper exercise of the 
privileges \vhich they held under their charter. It 
therefore behoved the l)irectors to be particularly at- 
tentive to their choice of Counsellors, on the expira- 
tion of the period during which their patronage had 
been suspended. The duties of the Bupreme Coun- 
cil had been reputed of so arduous a nature as to 
require even a legislative interposition. They were 
called upon, by all poss
ble care and hnpartiality, to 
justify Parlialllent at least as fully in the restoration 
of their privileges as the circumstances of the time 
had done in their suspension. 
But interests have lately prevailed in the Court 
of Directors, which, by the violation of every rule, 
seenled to be resolved on the destruction of those 
privileges of \vhich they were the natural gualxlians. 
Eyery llew power given has been made the SOW'èe of 
a new abuse; and the acts of Parlianlellt thenlselves, 
which provide but inlperfectly for the prevention of 
the nlÏschief, have, it is to Le feared, made provisions 
(contrary, without doubt, to the intention of the legis- 
lature) \vhich operate against the possibility of any 
cure in the ordinary course. 
In the original institution of the 
upreme Council, 
reasons 11lay have exi
ted against rendering the ten- 
ure of the Counsellors in their office precarious. .Å 
plan of reform might have required the permanence 
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of the persons who 'vere just appointed by Parlia- 
ment to execute it. But the act of 1780 gave a 
duration coexistent with the statute itself to a Coun- 
cil not appointed by act of Parliament, nor chosen 
for any tenlporary or special purpose; by which 
means the servants in the highest situation, let their 
conduct be never so grossly crilninal, cannot be re- 
Inoved, unless the Court of Directors and 11linisters 
of the crown can be found to concur in the saIne 
opinion of it. The prèvalence of the Indian factions 
in the Court of Directors and Court of Proprietors-, 
and sOlnetimes in the state itself, renders this agree- 
ment extremely difficult: if the principal n1embers 
of the Direction should be in a conspiracy with any 
principal servant under censure, it will be impracti- 
cable; because the first act must originate there. 
The reduced state of the authority of this kingdom 
in Bengal n1ay be traced in a great measure to that 
very natural source of independence. In n1any cases 
the instant removal of an offender from his power of 
doing lTIischief is the only mode of preventing the 
utter and perhaps irretrievable ruin of public affairs. 
In such a case the process ought to be sÏ1nple, and 
the po,ver absolute in one or in either hand sepa- 
rately. By contriving the balance of interests formed 
in the act, notorious offence, gross error, or palpable 
insufficiency have lnany chances of retaining and 
abusing authority, whilst the variety of representa- 
tions, hearings, and conferences, aud possibly the 
mere jealousy and cOlnpetition between rival powers, 
may prevent any decision, and at length give titue 
and Ineans for settlements and cOlnpron1Ïses 
llnong 
parties, nlade at the expcnse of justice and true 
policy. But this act of 1780, not properly distiu- 
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guishing judicial process from executive arrange- 
lllents, requires in effect nearly the san1e degree of 
solelnnity, delay, and detail for rell10villg a political 
inconvenience which attends a criminal proceedillg 
for the punislullent of offences. It goes further, 
and gives the same tenure to all who shall succeed 
to vacancies which was given to those whom the 
act found in office. 
Another regulation was 111ade in the act, which has 
a tendency to render the control of delinquency or 
the removal of incapacity in the Council-General ex- 
tremely difficult, as well as to introduce many other 
abuses into the original appoinhnent of Counsellors. 
The inconveniences of a vacancy in that im- Provisional 
t t ffi t t d . t f tl appointment 
por an 0 ce, a a grea IS ance rom ,1e for vacan- 
authority that is to fill it, were visible; but des. 
your COlnmittee have doubts whether they balance 
the mischief which may arise fronl the power given 
in this act, of a provisional appoinhuent to vacancies, 
not on the event, but on foresight. This mode of 
providing for the succession has a tendency to pro- 
mote cabal, and to prevent inquiry into the qualifica- 
tions of the persons to be appointed. _1.n attempt has 
been actually made, in consequence of this power, in 
a very l11arked manner, to confound the .whole order 
and discipline of the COlnpany's ser,
ice. l\leans are 
furnished thereby for perpetuating the powers of :SOlne 
given Court of Directors. They may forestall the pat- 
ronage of their successors, on who)n they entail a line 
of Supren1e Counsellors and Governors-General. ...tnd 
if the exercise of this po,ver should happen in its out- 
set to fall into bad hands, the ordinary chances for 
mending an ill choice upon death or resignation are 
Cll t off. 
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In these provisional arrangenlents it is to be COll- 
si<lcred that the appointInent is not in consequence 
of any 11larked event which calls strongly on the at- 
tention of the public, but is made at the discretion 
of those who lead in the Court of Directors, and may 
thcrefore be brought forward at tbnes the 1110st favor- 
able to the views of partiality and corruption. Can- 
didates have not, therefore, the notice that n1ay be 
neccssary for their claims; and as the posse
sion o!' 
the office to which the survivors are to succeed seems 
renIote, all ínquiry into the qualifications and charac- 
ter of those who are to fill it will naturally Le dun 
and languid. 
Your Committe
 are not also \vithout a grounded 
apprehension of the ill effect on any existing Council- 
General of all strong nlarks of influence and favor 
which appear in the subordinates of Bengal. This 
previous designation to a great and arduous trust, 
(the greatest that can be reposed in subjects,) when 
made out of auy regular course of succession, marks 
that degree of countenance and support at home which 
lTIay overshadow the existing governnlent. That gov- 
ernment lnay thereby be disturbed by factions, and 
led to corrupt and dangerous conlpliances. At best, 
,vhen these Counsellors elect are engaged in no fixed 
employment, and have no la,,'ftù intermediate emolu- 
ment, the natural impatience for their situations lnay 
bring on a traffic for resignations between them and 
the persons in possession, very unfavorable to the in- 
terests of the public and to the duty of their situa- 
tions. 
Since the act two persons have beon nominated to 
the ministers of the crown by the Court of Directors 
for this succession. Neither has yet been approved. 
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But by the de
cription of the persons a judgnlent may 
be formed of the principles on which this power is 
likely to be exercised. 
Your Conunittee find, that, in consequence Stuart and 
. Sulivan's 
of the above-Iuentloned act, the Honorable appointment 
. to succeed to 
Charles Stuart and 
Ir. Suhvan were ap- vacancies. 
puinted to succeed to the first vacancies in the Su- 
prenle Council. 
Ir. Stuart's first appointtnellt in 
the COlllpany's service was in the year 1761. lIe 
returned to England in 1775, and was permitted to 
go back to. India in 1780. In August, 1781, he 
was nOlninated by the Court of Directors C
rr. Suli- 
van and Sir Willialn J alnes were ChairInan and 
Deputy-ChairInall) to succeed to the first vacancy 
in the Supreme Council, and on the 19th of 8ep- 
telnber following his )Iajesty's approval of such llOln- 
Üiation was requested. · 
In the nonlination of DIr. Stuart, the 
lr. Stuart's 
situation at 
consideration of rank in the service was the time of 
his appJint- 
not neglected; but if the Court of Direc- ment. 
tors had thought fit to exalnine their records, they 
would have found lnatter at least strongly urging 
thenl to a suspension of thi
 appoiutlnent, until the 
charges against )11'. Stuart should be fully cleared 
up. That nlatter renlailled (as it still relnains) un- 
expla.incd fron1 the nlollÍh of )[ar, 1775, where, on 
the Bengal Rcycnue Con
ultations of the 12th of 
that 111onth, peculations to a large all10unt are charged 
upon oath against )11'. Stuart undor the following ti- 
tie: ,,, The Particulars of the Jlùney unjustly taken by 
JIr. I-\)tuart, during the Time he 'U'a:s at Burdutan." 
The stun charged again
t hinl in this account is 
2,17,684 Sicca rupees (that is, 25,
53l. sterling); 
besides which there is another account with the fol- 
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lowing title: " The Particulars of the j}Ioney unjustly 
taken by Call.lJperðaud Bose, Ba.nian to tlte UJJwruble 
Cfltal'les Stuart, Esquire, at Burdwan, and amounting 
to 
Yicca Rupees 1,01,675" (that is, 11,785l.), - a 
large sum to be received by a person in that subor- 
dinate situation. 
rrhe minuteness with which these accounts appear 
to have been kept, and the precision .with \vhich the 
date of each particular, SOJl1ctÏlues of very slnall SUlns, 
is stated., give theu1 the appearance of authenticity, 
as far as it can be conveycd on the face or in the 
construction of such accounts, and, if they ,vere for- 
geries, laid thenl open to an easy detection. nut 
no detection is easy, ,vhen no inquiry is lllade. It 
appears an offence of the highest order in the Di- 
rectors concerned in this busines
, when, not satis- 

 fied with lea"illg such charges so long unexan1Ïncd, 
they should venture to present to the _king's servants 
the object of theln for the highest trust which they 
have to be
tow. If DIr. Stuart was really guilty, 
the possession of this post must furnish hÜn not only 
with the means of renewing the forlner evil practices 
charged upon hin1, and of executing theln upon a 
still larger scale, but of oppressing those unhappy 
persons who, under the supposed protection of the 
faith of the COlnpany, had appeared to give evidence 
concerning his fornler n1isdclllcanors. 
This attelnpt in the Directors was the 1110re sur- 
prising, when it if' considered that two cOlnn1ittec:::; 
of this House were at that very titne sitting upon an 
inquiry that related directly to their conduct, and 
that of their servants in India. 
It was in the san1C slJirit of defiance of Parlialnent, 
that at the saIne time they nominated 1\1r. Sulivan, 
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son to the then Chairn1an of the Court of Mr. Suli- 
Dircctors, to the succession to the saIne 



'
:i::- 
I . 1 . I 1 . 0 ] . t time of his 
ug 1 tru
t In He la. n t 1ese appoln - appoint- 
C . t I I . mente 
nlcnt
, your on11ult ee t long 1t It proper 
to Inake those inquiries -which the Court of Directors 
thought proper to omit. They first conceived it fit- 
tìng to inquire what rank )11'. Sulivan bore in the 
seryice; and they thought it not unncce5sary here 
to state the gradations in the service, according to 
the established u
age of the Company. 
The C01l1pany's civil servants generally go to In- 
dia as 'll"riters, in w'hich capacity they serve the Com- 
pany five years. The next step, in point of rank, is 
to be a factor, and next to that a Junior merchant; 
in each of which capacities they serve the Con1pany 
three years. They then rise to the rank of senior 
merchant, in which situation they ren1ain till called 
by rotation to the Board of Trade. Until the pass- 
ing of the Regulation .Åct, in 1773, seniority enti- 
tled then1 to succeed to the Chuncil, and finally gave 
them pretensions to the government of the Pre.sidency. 
The above gradation of the service, your C01l1mit- 
tee conceive, ought never to be superseded by the 
Court of Directors, "\vithout evident reason, in per- 
sons or circumstances, to justify the breach of an an- 
cient order. The names, whether taken froln civil 
or c0111mercial gradation, are of no monlent. The 
order itself is wisely established, and tends to pro- 
vide a natural guard against partiality, precipitancy, 
and corruption in patronage. It affords 111cans and 
opportunities for an examination into character; and 
aillong the servants it secures a strong lllOti'Y8 to pre- 
serye a fair reputation. Your COlnnÜttee find that 
no respect whatsoever was paid to this gradation in 
VOL. VIII. 3 
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the instance of 
Ir. Slllinlu, nor is there any rea. 
son assigned for dcpartillg froin it. They do not 
find that )11'. Suliyan had ever served the Conlpany 
in anyone of the above capacities, but ,vas, in the 
year 1777, abru}Jtly brought into the service, and 
sent to )IaJras to succeed as Persian 'l'ranslator and 
Secretary to the Council. 
Your Con1nlittee have found a letter froln 
Ir. 

uliYan to George ,V" olnbwell and 'Yilliam Devaynes, 
E
f]nires, Chainnan and Deputy-Chainnan of the 
Court of Directors, stating that he trusted his appli- 
cations ,vonld have a place in their deliberations when 

Iadras affhirs -were taken up. Of what nature those 
applications were your COllunittee cannot discover, 
as no traces of thenl appear on the Conlpany's rec- 
ords, - nor ,vhether any proofs of his ability, even 
as Persian Translator, which Inight cntitle hÌln to a 
preference to the n1any 
erYants in India ,vhose study 
and opportunities nffin'(}Dù theu1 the n1eans of becolu- 
ing perfect luasters of that langua
e. 
On" the aùoye letter yonr Conllnittee find that the 
COl1unittee of Corre
}Jondence proceeded; and on 
their recol111uendatioll the Court of Directors unanÌ- 
Inously approved of DIr. Sulivall to be appointed to 
succeed to the posts of Secretary and Persian Trans- 
la tor. 
l\lr.8uJivan's ConfonnaLly to the orders of the court , 
succession of 
offices. 
Ir. Sulivan succeeded to those posts; anù 
the President and Council acquainted the Court of 
Directors that they had been obeyed. About five 
nlo11ths after, it appears that ::\11'. Suliyan thought tît 
to re
ign the office of Per
ian Translator, to ,vhiclt he 
had been appointed Ly the l)irectors. In April, 1780, 

fr. Sulivan is c01l1nlel1ded for his great diUgenee as 
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Secretary
. in August follo,ving he obtains leave to 
accon1pany 
Irs. Sulivan to Bengal, whence 
he is to 
proceed to Europe on account of her health; and he 
is charged with a commission fronl the President 
and Council of Fort St. George to obtain for that 
settlement supplies of grain, troops, and money, from 
the Governor-General and Council of Bengal. In 
October the Governor-General requests permission 
of the Council there to employ 
lr. Sulivan as his 
4ssi8tant, for that he had experienced (between his 
arrival in Bengal and that tinle) the abilities of 
fr. 
Sulivan, and made choice of hiln as completely quali- 
fied for that trust
. also requests the board to appoint 
him J udge-Advocate-General, and likewise to apply 
to the Presidency of )fadras for him to remain in 
Bengal without prejudice to his rank on their estab- 
lishnlent: which several requests the board at 
Iadras . 
readily complied with, notwithstanding their natural 
sensibility to the loss of a Secretary of such ability 
and diligence as they had described Mr. Sulivan to 
be. 
On the 5th of December following, the President 
and Council received a letter from Bengal, requesting 
that )11'. Suli\9an might be allowed to keep his rank. 
This request brought on SOllle discussion. A 1\11'. 
Freelnan, it seeIns, who had acted under )11". Sulivan 
as Sub-Secretary whilst his principal obtained so 111uch 
praise for his diligence, addressed the board on the 
saIne day, and observed, "that, since )11'. Sulivan's 
ar1'h-al, lw [:\11'. Freeman] had, without inte'rmission, 
dOlle ahnost the 1.l'hole of the duty allotted to the post 
of Secretary, 1.l'hich it 1.l'a.'5 notnrio1ts lJIr. 
1ulit'an had 
pnhl but little attention to,. and neither his inclination 
01' rlnt
9 10r1 hill1 to act hn
- longer a
 
II'. Sulivan's 
deputy." 
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Here your Comnlittee canllot ayoid remarking the 
direct contradiction which this address of 1\11". Free. 
man's gives to the letter from the President and 
Council to the Court of Directors in April, 1780, 
wherein 1\11'. Sulivan is praised for his" diligence and 
attention in his office of Secretary." 
The President and Council do not show any dis- 
pleasure at 1\11'. Freeman's representation, (so contra- 
ry to their own,) the truth of which they thus tacitly 
adn1it, but agree to ,vrite to the Governor-General 
and Council, "that it could not be supposed that 
they could carryon the public business for any length 
of thne without tlte serviees of a 8ee'retary and Clerk 
of Appeals, two offices that required personal attend- 
ance, and which would be a general injury to the 
servants on their establishment, and in particular to 
the person who acted in those capacities, as they 
learnt that 1\11". Sulivan had been appointed Judge- 
Advocate-General in Bengal, - and to request the 
Governor-General and Council to inform 
Ir. Sulivan 
of their senthnents, and to desire hiln to inforIll them 
whether he Ineant to return to his station or to re- 
;main in Bengal." 
On the 5th Decelnber, as a mark of their approba- 
tion of 1\11'. Freelnan, who had so plainly contradicted 
their opinion of 1\11". Sulivan, the President and Coun- 
cil agree to appoint him to act as Secretary and 
Clerk of Appeals, till1\Ir. Sulivan's answer should ar- 
rive, with the emohunents, and to confirm him there- 
in, if }Ir. Sulivan should relnain in Bengal. 
On the 14th February, 1781, the President and 
Council received a letter from Bengal in reply, and 
stating their request that Mr. Sulivan might reserve 
the right of returning to his original situation on the 
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Madras establislllnent, if the Court of Directors should 
disapprove of his being transferred to Bengal. To 
this request the board at )Iadras declare they have 
no objection: and here the matter rests; the Court 
of Directors not having given any tokens of approba- 
tion or disapprobation of the transaction. 
Such is the history of )11'. Sulivan's service from 
the time of his appointlnent; such were the qualifica- 
tions, and such the proofs of assiduity and diligence 
given by hÜn in holding so many incolnpatible offices, 
(as well as being engaged in other dealings, which 
will appear in their place,) when, after three years' 
desultory residence in India, he was thought worthy 
to be non1illated to the succession to the Supreme 
Council. No proof whatsoever of distinguished ca- 
pacity in any line preceded his original appoiuhuent 
to the service: so that the whole of his fitness for the 
Supreme Council rested upon his conduct and char- 
acter since his appointn1ent as Persian Translator. 
Your Comn1Íttee find that his )lajesty has not yet 
given his approbation to the nomination, luade by the 
Court of Directors on the 30th of August, 1781, of 

Iessrs. Stuart and Sulivan to succeed to the Supreme 
Council on the first vacancies, though the Court ap- 
plied for the royal approbation so long ago as the 19th 
of Septell1ber, 1781; and in these instances the king's 
ministers perfol'lued their duty, in withholding their 
countenance frolll a proceeding so exceptionable and 
of so dangerous an exalnple. 
Your C01l1mittee, from a full view of the situation 
and duties of the Court of Directors, are of opinion 
that effectual lneans ought to be taken for regulat- 
ing ihat court ill such a manner as to prevent either 
rivalship with or subserviency to their servants. It 
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might, therefore, be proper for the House to consider 
whether it is fit that those who are, or have been 
within SOlne given thne, Directors of the COlllpany, 
should be capable of an appointlnent to any offices 
in India. Directors can never properly govern those 
for whose elnployn1ents they are or may be thel11' 
selyes candidates; they can neither protect nor coerce 
thel11 ,vith due hnpartiality or due authority. 
If such rules as are stated by your C01l1n1ittee uu- 
del' this head -were observed in the regular service 
at h0111e and abroad, the necessity of superseding the 
regular service by strangers -would be 1110re rare 0; 
and whenever the servants were so superseded
 those 
who put forward other candidates would be obliged 
to produce a strong plea of merit and ability, which, 
in the judgment of lnankind, ought to overpo,ver pre- 
tensions so authentically established, and so rigor- 
ously guarded froln abuse. 
Deficiency The second object, in this part of the 

i
fs
:;: 

 plan, of the act of 1773,' nal11ely, that of 
government. inspection by the ministers of the crown, ap- 
pears not to have been provided for, so as to draw 
the tilnely and productive attention of the state on 
the grievances of the people of India, and on the 
abuses of its governlnent. By the Regulating ...\..ct, the 
ministers were enabled to inspect one part of the cor- 
respondence, that which was received in England, 
but not that which went outward. They Blight 
know sOlnething, but that very hnperfectly and Uil- 
systematically, of the state of affairs; but they were 
neither authorized to advance nor to retard any 
measure taken by the Directors in consequence of 
that state: they were not provided even with suffi- 
cient means of knowing what any of these measures 
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were. And this hllperfect information, together with 
the \V"ant of a direct call to any specific duty, might 
have, in SOlne degree, occa
ioned that remi::,sness 
which rendered e\-cn the illlperfect powers originally 
given by the act of 177j the less efficient. This de- 
fect was in a great Ineasure rernedied by a suL:,e- 
quent act; but that act -was not passed until the year 
1780. 
Your COIDlllittee find that during the Disorders 
p- .... . increased 
whole period which elapsed frOln 1,,3 to since 1773. 
the C0111ll1encelllellt of 1762 disorders and abuses 
of every kind III ult i plied. Wars contrary to policy 
and contrary to public faith were carrying on in 
various parts of India. The allies, dependants, and 
subjects of the Con1pallY were everywhere oppressed; * 
dis
ensiolls in the Suprell1e Council prevailed, and 
continued for the greater part of that time; the COll- 
tests between the civil and judicial po\vers threatened 
that i
sue to which they caIne at last, an anned resist- 
ance to the authority of the king's court of justice; 
the orders which by an act of Parlialnent the ser- 
vants w'ere bound to obey were avowedly and on 
principle contemned; until at length the fatal effects 
of acculnulated Inisdeu1eanors abroad and neglects at 
hOlne broke out in the alarn1Íng luanneI' -which your 
COlllnlittee have so fully reported to this IIouse. t 
In all this tin1e the true state of the sev- Proceedings 
1 P . d . d 1 I d f in Inelia not 
era reSl enCles, an t Ie rea con uct 0 known to 
1 B .. 1 d 1 . Parliament. 
t Ie ntls 1 gO\-erlllnent towar s t Ie natIves, 
""as not at all kllO\Vn to Parlialuent: it see IllS to 
have been very inlperfectly known even to Inillisters. 
Indeed, it required an unbroken attention, and much 


· Vide Secret Committee Reports. 
t Vide Select Committee Reports, 1781. 
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cOlnparisoll of facts and reasonings, to forn1 a true 
judglnellt on that difficult and cOlnplicated systeln 
of politics, revenue, and con1nlerce, ,vhilst affairs ,vere 
only in their progress to that state which proùuced 
the present inquiries. Therefore, whilst the causes 
of their ruin \vere in the height of their operation, 
both the Company and the natives were understood 
by the public as in circun1stal1ces the 1110St assured 
and 1110st flourishing; insolnuch that, \vhenever the 
affairs of India ,vere brought before Parlialnent, as 
they were t\VO or three tÎInes during that period, the 
only subject-matter of discussion anywise Ï1nportant 
was concerning the stuns \vhich nlÏght be taken out 
of the COlnpany's surplus profits for the advantage of 
the state. Little was t.hought of but the disengage- 
lnent of the COlnpany fron1 their debts in England, 
and to prevent the servants abroad fron1 dra-wing 
upon theIn, so as that body nlight be enahled, .with- 
out exciting clamors here, to afTord the contribution 
that \vas dell1anded. All descriptions of persons, ei- 
ther here or ill India, looking solely to appearances 
at hOlne, the reputation of the Directors depended 
on the keeping the Company's sales in a situation to 
support the dividend, that of the luinisters depended 
on the most lucrative bargains for tbe Exchequer, and 
that of the servants abroad on the largest invest- 
111ents; until at length there is great reason to appre- 
hend, that, unless S0111e very substantial reforn1 takes 
place in the managelnent of the C0111pany's affairs, 
nothing \vill ue left for investInent, for dividend, or 
for uargain, and India, instead of a l'esou;rce to the 
public, Inay itself corne, in no great length of tilne, 
to be reckoned alnongst the public burdens. 
In this Inanncr the inspcction of tbe n1illisters of 
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the cro\vn, the great celnenting regulation I
sI?ection ot 
,..,. . mmlsters 
of the whole act of 17 í 3, has, along wIth b3.!'\ failed in 
all the others, entirely failed in its effect. effect. 
Your Con1nÜttee, in observing on the fail- Failure in 
ure of this act, do not consider the intrinsic the act. 
defects or luistakes in the law itself as the sole cause 
of its Iniscarriage. The general policy of the nation 
'with regard to this object has be
n, they conceive, 
erroneous; and no relnedy by laws, under the preva- 
lence of that policy, can be effectual. Before any 
ren1edial la,v can have its just operation, the affairs 
of India HUlst be restored to their natural order. 
The prosperity of the natives n1ust be previously 
secured, before auy profit froill them .whatsoever is 
attelnpted. For as long as a systeln prevails which 
regards the transmission of great wealth to this coun.. 
try, either for the COlupany or the state, as its prin.. 
cipal end, so long will it be in1possible that those 
who are the instTllnlents of that scheme should not 
be actuated by the satne spirit for their o\vn private 
purposes. It ,viII be worse: they will support the 
injuries done to the natives for their selfish ends by 
new injuries done in favor of those before whom they 
are to account. It is not reasonably to be expected 
that a puLlic rapacious and improvident should be 
served by any of its subordinates with disinterested- 
ness or foresight. 


II.-COXXECTIOY OF GREAT BRITAI
 WITH 
DIA. 
I
 order to open more fully the tendency of the 
policy ,,
hich has hitherto prevailed, and tbat the 
House may be enabled, in any regulations which 
may be n1ade, to follow the tracks of the abuse, and 



42 NINTH REPORT OF SELECT COI\lI\lITTEE 


to apply an appropriated remedy to a particular dis- 
tenlper, your Conlluittee think it expedient to con- 
sider in SOlne detail the luanneI' in which India is 
connected with this kiugdoul, - which is the second 
head of their plan. 
rrhe two great links by ,vhich this connection is 
n1aintained are, first, the East India COlupany's COll1- 
lnerce, and, next, the go"'"ernlnent set oyer the na- 
tives by that conlpany and by the crown. The first 
of these principles of connection, IHUl1ely, the East 
India COlupallY's trade, is to be first considered, not 
only as it operates -by itself, but as haying a power- 
ful influence over the general policy and the particu- 
lar n1easures of the COlllpany's goyel'lnnent. Your 
COlnmittee apprehend that the present state, nature, 
and tendency of this trade are not generally under- 
stood. 
Trade to In- Until the acquisition of great territorial 
dia formerly 
carriCllon revenues by the East India COlnpany, the 
chiefly in 
silver. trade wjth India was carried on upon the 
con1111011 principles of conllnerce, - nalnely, by send- 
ing out such conunodities as found a delnand in the 
India nlarket, and, \vhere that demand was not ade- 
quate to the reciprocal call of the European l11a1'ket 
for Indian goods, by a large annual exportation' of 
treasure, chiefly in silver. In some years that ex- 
port has been as high as six hundred and eighty 
thousand pounds sterling. The other European C.Olll- 
panies trading to India traded thither on the salue 
footing. Their .export of bullion was probably larger 
in proportion to the total of their conunerce, as their 
COlnnlerce itself bore a 11luch larger proportion to 
the British than it docs at this tilHe or has done 
for many years past. TIut stating it to be equal to 
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the British, the whole of the silver sent annually 
fronl Europe into Hilldostan could not fall very short 
of t\velve or thirteen hundred thousand pounds a 
year. This influx of Inoney, poured into India by 
an ell1ulatioll of all the conunercial nations of Eu- 
rope, encouraged industry and proilloted cultivation 
in a high degree, notwithstanding the frequent wars 
with which that country ,vas harassed, and the vices 
which existed in its internal gO\.ernll1ent. On the 
other hand, the export of so llluch silver was .S0111e- 
times a subject of grudging and uneasiness in Eu- 
rope, and a con1111erce carried on through such a 
lllediun1 to InallY appeared in speculation of doubtful 
advantage. But the practical deillands of C0l11111erCe 
bore down those speculative objections. The East 
India conlluodities were so essential for anÜnating 
all other branches of trade, and for cOll1pleting the 
conln1ercial circle, that all nations contended for it 
with the greatest avidity. The English con1pany 
flourished under this exportation for a very long se- 
ries of years. The nation was considerably benefited 
both in trade and in revenue; and the dividends of 
the proprietors were often high, and always sufficient 
to keep up the credit of the COlupany's stock in heart 
and vigor. 
But at or very soon after the acquisition How: trade 
carried on 
of the territorial revenues to the English since. 
cOll1pany, the period of \vhich may be reckoned as 
cOlnpleted about the year 1765, a very great revolu- 
tion took place in COllll11erCe as well as in dOluinion ; 
and it \vas a revolution ,vhich affected tbe trade of 
Hindostan with all other European nations, as ,veIl 
as with that in whose favor and by whose power it 
was accomplisbed. From that till1e bullion was no 
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longer regularly exported by the English East India 
Company to Bengal, or any part of Hindostan; and 
it was soon exported in n1uch smaller quantities by 
any other nation. A new way of supplying the mar- 
ket of Europe, by means of the British po,ver and 
influence, was invented: a species of trade (if such 
it n1ay be called) by which it is absolutely Ünpossi- 
ble that India should not be radically and irretriev- 
ably ruined, although our possessions there were to 
be ordered and governed upon principles dian1et- 
rically opposite to those which now prevail in the 
systen1 and practice of the British company's admin- 
istration. 


A certain portion of the revenues of Ben- 
gal has been for lnany years set apart to 
be employed in the purchase of goods for exporta- 
tion to England, and this is called the Investment. 
The greatness of this investlnent has been the stand- 
ard by which the merit of the Con1pany's principal 
servants has been too generally estÏInated; and this 
main cause of the impoverishn1ent of India has been 
generally taken as a Ineasure of its wealth and pros- 
perity. Nun1erous fleets of large ships, loaded wit'h 
the n10st valuable commodities of the East, annually 
arriving in England, in a constant and increasing 
succession, Ï1nposed upon the public eye, and natu- 
rally gave rise to an opinion of the happy condition 
and grO\Villg opulence of a country \vhose surplus 
productions occupied so vast a space in the conuner. 
cial world. This export from India seemed to Ï1n 
ply also a reciprocal supply, by which the trading 
capital enlployed in those productions was continu- 
ally strengthened and enlarged. But the payn1ent 
of a tribute, and not a beneficial conunel'ce to that 
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country, wore this specious and delusive appear- 
ance. 
The falne of a great territorial revenue, Increase of 
exaO'O'erated as is usual in such cases be- expenses. 
bð , , 
yond even its value, and the abundant fortunes of the 
COlllpallY's officers, n1ilitary and civil, which flowed 
into Europe ,vith a full tide, raised in the proprietors 
of East India stock a prenlature desire of partaking 
,yith their servants in the fruits of that splendid ad- 
venture. Government also thought they could not 
be too early in their claims for a share of ,vhat they 
considered then1selves as entitled to in every foreign 
acquisition made by the power of this kingdoln, 
through whatever hands or by whatever means it 
was made. These two parties, after some struggle, 
can1e to an agreelnent to divide between them the 
profits which their speculation proposed to realize 
in England fron1 the territorial revenue in Bengal. 
About two hundred thousand pounds ""as added to 
the annual dividends of the proprietors. Four hun- 
dred thousand ,vas given to the state, which, added 
to the old dividend, brought a constant charge upon 
the mixed interest of Indian trade and revenue of 
eight hundred thousand pounds a year. This was to 
be provided for at all events. 
By that vast demand on the territorial fund, the 
correctives and qualifications which might have been 
gradually applied to the abuses in Indian COmll1erCe 
and government were rendered extremely difficult. 
The practice of an investlnent from the Progress of 
revenue beO'an in the Y ear 1766 before investments. 
o , 
arrangements were made for securing and appr
 
priating an assured fund for that purpose in the 
treasury, and for diffusing it fron1 thence upon the 
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manufactures of the country in a just proportion and 
in the proper season. There was, indeed, for a short 
tilne, a surplus of cash in the treasury. It was in 
SOine shape to be sent hOlne to its o\vners. To send it 
out in silv'er was subject to two manifest inconven- 
iences. First, the country would be exhausted of its 
circulating medium. Å scarcity of coin was already 
felt. in Bengal. Cossim Ali Khân, (the Nabob whom 
the COlnpany's servants had lately set up, and newly 
expelled,) during the short period of his power, had 
exhausted the country by every mode of extortion; in 
his flight he carried off an Îlnn1ense treasure, \vhich 
has been variously computed, but by none at less than 
three millions sterling. A country so exhausted of 
its coin, and harassed by three revolutions rapidly 
succeeding each other, was rather an object that stood 
in need of every kind of refreshn1ent and recruit than 
one which could subsist under new evacuations. The 
next, and equally obvious inconvenience, was to the 
Company itself. To send silver into Europe would 
be to send it from the best to the worst mårket. 
'Vhen arrived, the most profitable use which could 
be made of it would be to send it back to Bengal for 
the purchase of Indian lnerchandise. It was neces- 
sary, thcrefore, to turn the Con1pany's revenue into 
its commerce. The first investn1ent \vas about five 
hundred thousand pounds, and care was taken after- 
wards to enlarge it. In the years 1767 and 1768 it 
arose to seven hundred thousand. 
Consequen- This new systcln of trade, carried on 
ceB of them. through the medium of power and public 
revenue, very soon produced its natural effects. 
The loudest con1plaints arose an10ng the natives, 
and among all the foreigners who traded to Bengal. 
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it must unquestionahly have thrown the whole 111er- 
c3ntile systeu1 of thc country into the greatcst cou- 
fu
iol1. 'Yith l"(1gard to the natives, no expedient 
was proposed for their relief. The case was serious 
wi th respect to European powers. The Presidency 
plainly repre
cllted to the Directors, that sonle agree- 
111Cllt should be luade with. foreign nations for pro- 
viding their investluent to a certain a1110unt, or that 
the deficiencies then subsisting lnu
t tenninate in an 
open rupture ,,
ith France. The Directors, pressed 
by the large paYll1ents in England, wore not free to 
abandon their systen1; and all po

ible 111eans of di- 
verting the lnanufactures into the C0111pany's invest- 
l11ent wore still anxiously sought and pursued, un- 
til the difficulties of the foreign cOlnpanies were at 
length rell10ved by the natural flo,v of the fortunes 
of the Cou1pany's servants into Europe, in the 111an- 
ner which ,viII be stated hereafter. 
But, with all these endeavors of the Presidency, 
the invest111ent sunk in 1769, and they w'ere even 
obliged to pay for a part of the goods to private luer- 
chants in the C0111pany's honds, bearing interest. 
It was plain that this course of business could not 
hold. The lllfinufacturers of Bengal, far froln being 
generally in a condition to give credit, have always 
required advances to be ulade to the111; so ha\"e the 
Il1crchants \"ery gencrally, - at least, since the prev- 
alcnce of the English power in India. It "was neces- 

ary. therefore, and so the Pl'e
idency of Calcutta 
J'cpresellted the Blatter, to pl'oyide beforehand a 
year's advance. This required great efforts; and 
they "were n1ade. K otwithstanùing the fainine in 
1770, which wasted Bengal in a luanneI' dreadful 
beyond all example, the inveshnellt, Ly a variety 
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of successive expedients, Inany of then1 of the most 
dangerous nature and tendency, ,vas forcibly kept 
up; and even in that forced and unnatural state it 
gathered strength aln10st every year. The debts COll- 
tracted in the infancy of the systen1 were gradually 
reduced, and the advances to contractors and HUUIU- 
facturers were regularly made; so that the goods 
fronl Bengal, purchased fron1 the territorial revenues, 
fron1 the sale of European goods, and froIH the prod. 
uce of the Inonopolies, for the four years ,vhich ended 
with 1780, when the investment fron1 the surplus reve- 
. nnes finally closed, were never less than a H1illion ster- 
ling, and c0111n10nly nearer twelve hundred thousand 
pounds. This million is the lowest value of the goods 
sent to Europe for which no satisfaction is Blade. * 
Remittances About an hundred thousand pounds a year 
from Bengal . . 
to China IS also remIttêd frOln Bengal, on the Com- 
und the Pres- 
iùencies. pany's account, to China; and the whole 
of the product of that money flows into the direct 
trade from China to Europe. Besides this, Bengal 
sends a regular supply in tÏlne of peace to those Pres- 
idencies which are unequal to their o,vn establish- 
ment. To Bombay the relnittance in n10ney, bills, or 
goods, for none of which there is a return, an10ullts 
to one hundred and sixty thousand pounds a year at 
a medium. 
Exports The goods which are exported from Ell- 




 
ng- rope to India consist chiefly of military anù 
India. naval stores, of clothing for troops, and of 
other objects for the consun1ption of the Europeans 
residing there; and, excepting 80111e lead, copper uten- 


* The sale, to the amount of about one hundred thousand pounds 
annually, of the export from Great Britain ought to be deducted from 
this million. 
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sils and sheet copper, woollen cloth, and other com- 
lllodities of little conlparati\e '
alue, no sort of Iner- 
chandise is sent froll1 England that is in demand for 
the w':lnts or dcsires of the native inhabitants. 
'Yhen an account is taken of the inter- Bad effects 
of invest- 
course (for it is not cOlll1nercc) which is ment. 
carried on between Bengal and England, the perni- 
cious effects of the SystC111 of invcshncnt froln re\cnue 
,vill appear in the strongest point of view. In that 
view, the whole exported produce 
f the coulltry, so 
far as the Company is concerned, is not exchanged in 
the course of barter, but is taken away \vithout any 
return or paYl11ent .what
oever.. In a cOlIul1ercial 
light, tberefore, England becomes annually bankrupt 
to Bengal to the aUlount nearly of its whole dealing; 
or rather, the country ha
 suffered what is tanta- 
mount to an annual plunder of its manufactures and 
its produce to the value of twelve hundred thousand 
pounds. 
In tinle of peace, three foreign cOlnpanies Foreign 
appear at first sight to bring their contri- compani
. 
bution of trade to the supply of this continual drain. 
These are the conlpanies of France, Holland, and 
Denulark. But when the object is consid- Conse- 
. . quences of 
ered more nearly, Illf'tead of rehef, tbese their trade. 
cOlupanies, who fronl their want of authority in the 
country 111ight seen1 to trade npon a principle 111erely. 
conunercial, will be found to add their full proportion 
to the calan1Ïty brought upon Bengal by the de
truc- 
tiye systen1 of the ruling power; because the greatcr 
part of the capital of all these cOll1panies, and perhaps 
the w.hole capital of some of thel11, is fnrni
hed exact- 
ly as the British is, out of the revenues of the coun- 
try. The civil and n1Ïlitary servants of the English 
VOL. VIII. 4 
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East India COlnpany being restricted in drawing bills 
UpOIl Europe, alHl 110ne of then1 ever 111aking or pro- 
po
ing an establi
lllllent in India, a very great part 
of their fortuncs, well or ill gotten, is in all probabil- 
ity thrown, as fast as required, into the cash of these 
cUlnp:uHes. 
In all other countries, the re\Tenue, following the 
natural course and order of things, arises out of their 
C0l111nerce. IIe1'e, by a rnischievous inversion of that 
orùer, the whol
 foreign Inaritilne trade, whether 
English, French, Dutch, or Danish, arises from the 
revenues; and these are carried out of the country" 
without producing.auything to C0111pensate so heavy 
a loss. 
Foreign Your COl1uuittec have not becn able to 
companies' 
investments. discover the entire value of the investn1ent 
Inade hy foreign cOlnpanies. But, as the invesbnent 
which the English East India COlnpany derived from 
its revenues, and even frolH its puLlic credit, is for 
the year 1783 to be wholly stopped, it has been pro- 
posed to private persons to luakc a subscription for 
an investlnent on their own account. This invest- 
ment is to be equal to the SHIn of 800,000l. Another 
loan has been also Inade for an investment on the 
COlnpany's account to China of 200,000l. This nlakes 
a Inillion; and there is no question that Inuch more 
could be readily had for bills upon Europe. Now, as 
there is no doubt that the "whole of the money remit- 
tell is the property of TIl'itif.:h 
nhject
, (nolle else hav- 
ing any iflte1'est ill l'mnitting' to Europe,) it is llot un- 
fair to 
upp()se that a v
ry great part, if not the whole, 
of what IDay find its way into this now channel is nut 
newly created, hut ouly dive
ted frol11 those channcls 
in which it fOl'llWrly ran, that is, the cash of the for- 
eign trading COllILJUllies. 
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Besides the investment made in goods by Ofthe silver 
sent to 
foreign companies from the funds of British China. 
subjects, these subjects have been for some tin1e in 
the practice of sending very great sums in gold and 
silver directly to China on their own account. Iu 
a Dlemorial presented to the Governor-General and 
Council, in 
larch, 1782, it appears that the princi- 
pal money lent by British subjects to one company 
of merchants in China then aillounted to seven mil- 
lions of dollars, about one million seven hundred 
thousand pounds sterling; and not the smallest par- 
ticle of silver sent to China ever returns to India. 
It- is not easy to determine in what proportions this 
enormpus sum of money has been sent from 
fadras 
or from Bengal; but it equally exhausts a country 
belonging to this kingdom, whether it comes from 
the one or from the other. 
But that the greatness of all these drains, Revenue 
d 1 . ffi b d d above the 
an t lelr e ects, may e ren ere more investment, 
visible, your Committee have turned their how applied. 
consideration to the employment of those parts of 
the Bengal revenue which are not employed in the 
Company's own investments for China and for Eu- 
rope. What is taken over and above the invest- 
ment (when any investment can be made) from the 
gross revenue, either for the charge of collection or 
for civil and military establishments, is in time of 
peace two millions at the least. From the portion of 
that sum which goes to the support of civil govern- 
IllCnt the natiyes are alrllo
t wholly excludeU, a
 they 
are frOIl1 the principal collections of revenue. 'Yith 
yery few exceptions. they are only employed as ser- 
vants and agents to Europeans, or in the inferior 
departll1ents of collection, when it is absolutely im- 
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possible to proceed a step "rithout their aSf:istance. 
For some time after the acquisition of the territorial 
Allowance revenue, the sum of 420,000l. a year was 
to Nabob of . 
Ðengal. paid, according to the stIpulation of a treaty, 
to the Nabob of Bengal, for the support of his govern- 
Inent. This 
unl, ho,vever inconsiderable, cOlnpared to 
the revenues of the province, yet, distributed through 
the various departInents of civil adlllinistration, served 
in some degree to pre:serve the natives of the better 
sort, particularly those of the 1tlaho111edan profession, 
from being utterly ruined. The people of that persua- 
sion, not being so generally cngnged in trade, and not 
having on their conquest of Bengal divested the an- 
cient Gentoo proprietors of their lands of inher.itance, 
had for their chief, if not their sole support, the share 
of a Inoderate conqueror in all offices, civil and lllilita- 
rYe But your Committee find that this arrangelnent 
was of a short duration. Without the least regard to 
the subsistence of this innocent people, or to the faith 
of the agreement on ,vhich they were brought under 
the British government, this sum was reduced by a 
Howre- new treaty to 320,000l., and soon after, (up- 
duced. on a pretence of the present Nabob's minori- 
ty, and a teinporary sequestration for the discharge of 
his debts,) to 160,000l.: but when he arrived at his 
Iuajority, and when the debts were paid, (if ever they . 
were paid,) the sequestration still continued; and so 
far as the late advices may be understood, the al- 
lowance to the N ahob appears stiU to stand at the 
reduced .SUlll of 160,000l. 
Native 'rhe other resource of the 1tlahollledans, 
ufficers. and of the Gentoos of certain of the higher 
castes, was the army. In this army, nine tenths of 
which con
ists of natives, no native, of whatever de- 
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scription, holds any rank higher than that of a SUDa.lt- 
dar Gomnlandant, that is, of an officer below tbe rank 
of an English subaltern, who is appointed to each 
cOlnpany of the native soldiery. 
Your COlnnli ttee here ,vould be under- All lucrative 
employ- 
stood to state the ordinary establislllnent: ments in the 
hands of the 
for tbe war lnay have made S0111e alteration. English. 
All the honorable, all the lucrative situations of the 
arlny, all the supplies and contracts of w'hatever spe- 
cies that belong to it, are solely in the hands of the 
English; so that whatever is beyond the mere sub- 
sistence of a COlnlnon soldier and some officers of a 
lower rank, together with the hnmediate expenses of 
the English officers at their table, is sooner or later, 
in one shape or another, sent out of the country. 
Such ,vas the state of Bengal even in tinle of pro- 
found peace, and before the whole weight of the pub- 
lic charge fell upon that unhappy country for the 
support of other parts of India, which have been des- 
olated in such a manner as to contribute little or 
nothing to their o,vn protection. 
Your COllnnittee have given this f';hort conlparative 
account of the effects of the Inaritinle traffic of Ben- 
gal, when in its natural state, and as it has stood 
since the prevalence of the systenl of an invesbnent 
from the revenues. But before the forlna- Former 
. f I B 1 d . d b state of 
bon 0 t lat system enga 1 y no lUeanS trade. 
depend for its resources on its ll1aritime conunerce. 
fhe inland trade, from whence it derived a very 
great supply of silver and gold and 11lany kinds of 
mercluIlltable goods, was very considerable. The 
higher provinces of the 1\logul Elnpire were then pop- 
ulous and OPUlCH t, and in tercourse to an imnlen5c 
amoun t was carried on between theln and Bengal. 
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A great trade also passed through these provinces 
froin all the countries on the frontier of Persia, and 
the frontier provinces of Tartary, as ,vell as from 
Surat and Baroach on the western side of India. 
These parts opened to Bengal a COllllllunication ,vith 
the Persian Gulf and ,vith the Red Sea, and through 
thern with the whole Turkish and the Inaritime parts 
of the Persian Elnpire, besides the commercial in- 
tercourse ,vhich it luaintained with those and lnany 
other countries through its own seaports. 
During that period the remittances to the MOgUl'b 
treasury from Bengal were never very large, at least 
for any considerable time, nor very regularly sent; 
and the impositions of the state were soon repaid 
with interest through the mediuln of a lucrative 
commerce. But the disorders of Persia, since the 
death of Kouli Khân, have wholly destroyed the trade 
And the of that countrr ; and the trade to Turkey, by 
trade to 
Turkey. Jidda and Bussorah, which \vas the great- 
est and perhaps best branch of the Indian trade, 
is very much diminished. The fall of the throne 
of the 
fogul ell1perOrs has dra\vn with it that of 
the great marts of .Ä..gra and Delhi. The utmost 
confusion of the northwestern provinces follo,ved this 
revolution, \vhich was not absolutely con1plete until 
it received the last hand from Great Britain. Still 
greater calamities have fallen upon the fine provinces 
of Rohilcund and Qude, and on the countries of 00- 
raIl and Allahabad. By the operations of the Dritish 
arms and influence, they are in many places turned 
to mere deserts, or so reduced and decayed as to 
afford very few materials or means of conUllerce. 
State of Such is the actual condition of the trade 
trade in the 
Carnatic. of Bengal since the estabiishillellt of the 
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British power there. The COlnnlerce of the Carnatic, 
as far as the inquiries of your Comlnittee have ex- 
tended, did not appear with a better aspect, even be- 
fore the invasion of IIyder A1i Khân, and the conse- 
quent desolation, \vhich for many years to cOlne lllUSt 
exclude it frol11 any considerable part of the trading 
systeln. 
It appears, on the exaillination of an intelligent per- 
son concerned in trade, and 'who resided at }ladras 
for several years, that on his arrival there, \vhich 
was in the year 1767, that city was in a flourishing 
condition, and one of the first luarts in India; but 
when he left it, in 1779, there was little or no trade 
remaining, and but one ship belonging to the whole 
place. The evidence of this gentlel11an purports, that 
at his first acquaintance \vith the Carnatic it was a 
well-cultivated and populous country, and as such con- 
sUlned 11lany articles of Inerchandise; that at his de- 
parture he left it much circuillscribed in trade, greatly 
in the decline as to population and culture, and with 
a correspondent decay of the territorial revenue. 
Your COillll1ittee find that there has also been fronl 
1tladras an illvestlnent on the C0111pallY's account, tak- 
ing one year with another, very nearly on the same 
principles and 'with the sanle effects as that frol11 Ben- 
gal; and they think it is highly probable, that, besides 
the large sunlS ren1Ïtted directly from 
Iadras to Chi- 
na, there has likewise been a great deal on a private 
account, for that and other countries, invested in the 
cash of foreign European puwers trading on the coast 
of Corolnandel. But your Conullittee have not ex- 
tended their inquiries relatiye to the COl111nerce of the 
conntrie
 dependent on )Iadl'as so far as they have 
done with regard to Bengal. They have reason to ap- 
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prellelld that the condition is rather worse; but if 
the I-Iouse requires a In01'e 11linute exalnillatioll of 
this important subject, your COl1llnittee is willing to 
enter into it ,vithout delay. 


lIl.-EFFECT OF THE REVENUE INVESTMENT ON 
THE COl\lP ANY. 


HITHERTO your Comlni ttee has considered this sys- 
tem of revenue illycsÍlnent, substituted in the place 
of a conlmercial link between India and Europe, so 
far as it affects India only: they are no,v to consider 
it as it 3ffects the COlnpnny. So long as that corpo- 
ration continued to receive a vast quantity of mer- 
chantable goods ,vithout any disbursement for the 
purchase, so long it possessed wherewithal to contin- 
ue a dividend ,to pay debts, and to contribute to the 
state. But it Inust have been always evident to COll- 
siderate persons, that this vast extraction of wealth 
froin a country lessening in its resources in propor- 
tion to the increase of its burdens ,vas not calculated 
for a very long duration. For a while the COlllpallY's 
servants kept up this investmont, not by in1proving 
comlnerce, n1anufacture, or agriculture, but by fOl.ei- 
bly raising the land-rents, on the principles and in 
the manner hereafter to be described. 'Yhen these 
extortions disappointed or threatened to disappoint ex- 
pectation, in order to purvey for the avarice whieh 
raged in England, they sought for expedients in 
breaches of all the agreements by which they were 
bound by any paYlllent to the country powers, aud 
in exciting disturbances among all the neighboring 
princes. Stimulating their aluhitioll, and fOlnclltin
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their mutual anilno
ities, they sold to them recipro- 
cally their COIllll1011 servitude and ruin. 
The Governor-General, :\11'. Hastings, and the 
Council, tell the Directors, " that the supply for the 
investment has arisen froln casual and extraordinary 
resources, which they could not expect always to 
conul1and." In an earlier 11linute he expresses hÌln- 
self still 1110re distinctly: he says" ".If the internal 
re
ources of a state fail it, or are not equal to its oc- 
ca?5ionul ,v311Ís, whence can it obtain innnediate .relief 
but froln exteJ"nalllleans ? " Indeed, the illyesÍlnent 
has not been for any long time the natural product 
of the revenue of Bengal. When, by the vast charge 
and by the ill return of an evil political and Inilitary 
traffic, and by a prodigal increase of establislunents, 
and a profuse conduct in distributing agencies and 
contracts, they found themselves under difficulties, 
instead of being cured of their inunoral and impoli- 
tic delusion, they plunged deeper into it, and ,vere 
drawn froln expedient to expedient for the supply of 
the investn1ellt into that endless chain of wars which 
this House by its ref'olution::; has so justly condemned. 
At h0111e these Ineasures were sometÌ1nes counte- 
nanced, s0111etinles "winked at, sOlnetin1es censured, 
but always with an acceptance of whatever profit 
they afforded. 
.....\t length the funds for the inveshnent and for 
these wars together could no longer be supplied. In 
the year 1778 the provision for the investment from 
the revenues and fronl the n10nopolies stood very 
high. It ,vas estÌ1nated at a Inillion four hundred 
thousand pounds; and of this it appears that a great 
deal was realized. But this was the high flood-tide 
of the investment; for in that year they announce 
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its probable decline, and that such extensive supplies 
could not be continued. The advances to the Board 
of Trade becalne less punctual, and 111any disputes 
arose about the tilHe of 111aking thein. However, 
knowing that all their credit at h0111e depended on 
the invcstlnellt, or upon an opinion of its luagnitude, 
whilst they repeat their warning of a probable defi- 
ciency, and th
t their" finances ùore an unfavoraLle 
aspect," in the year 1779 they rate their investLnent 
still higher. But t.heir payments becon1Ïng less and 
less regular, and the war carrying away all the sup- 
plies, at length 
lr. Hastings, in Deceinher, 1780, de- 
nounced sentence of approaching dissolution to this 
systeln, aud tells the Directors that "he bore too 
high a respect for their characters to trcat then1 with 
the Inanagelnellt of a preparatory and gradual intro- 
duction to an unpleasing report: that it is the only 
substantial infonnation he shall have to convey in 
that letter." In confidence, therefore, of their for- 
titude, he tells the1n without cerelnony, " that there 
\vill be a necessity of nlaking a large reduction, or 
possibly a total suspension, of their inveshnent;- 
that they had already been reduced to borrow near 
700,OOOl. This resource," says he, " cannot last; it 
must cease at a certain period, and that perhaps not 
far distant." 
He was not mistaken in his prognostic. Loans now 
becoming the regular resource for retrieving the 
investn1ent, whose ruin ,vas inevitable, the Council 
enable the Board of Trade, in i\pril, 1781, to grant 
certificates for govern111cnt bonds at eight per cent 
interest for about 650,000l. The investment was 
fixed at ÐOO,OOOl. 
But now another alarming systelu appeared. These 
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new bonds overloaded the Inarket. Those which had 
been forillcrly issued .were at a discount; the Board 
of Trade was obliged to advance, therefore, a fourth 
n10re than usual to the contractors. This seemed to 
satisfy that description of dealers. But as those who 
bought on agency were IÏ1nited to no terms of mutual 
advantage, and the bonds on the new issue falling 
froIl1 three to eight, nine, and ten per cent discount, 
the agents were unable to furnish at the usual prices. 
Accordingly a discount was settled on such terms as 
could be made: the lowest discount, and that at two 
places only, was at four per cent; which, with the 
interest on the bonds, made (besides the earlier ad- 
vance) at the least twelve per cent additional charge 
upon all goods. It was evident, that, as the invest- 
ment, instead of being supported by the revenues, 
was sunk by the fall of their credit, so the net reve- 
nues ,vere din1inished by the daily accumulation of 
an interest accruing on account of the investn1ent. 
What was done to alleviate one complaint thus ag- 
gravating the other, and at length proving pernicious 
to both, this trade on bonds likewise came to its pe- 
riod. 
Your Committee has reason to think that the bonds 
have since that time sunk to a discount much greater 
even than what is now stated. The Board of Trade 
justly denon1Ïnates their resource for that year " the 
sinking credit of a paper currency, laboring, fron1 the 
.. uncommon scarcity of specie, under disadyantages 
scarcely surn10untable." Fron1 this they value them- 
øselves "on haying effected an ostensible provision, at 
least for that investment." For 1783 nothing appears 
even ostensible. 
By this failure a total revolution ensued, of the most 
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extraordinary nature, and to which your COllllnittee 
wish to call the particular attention of the IIouse. 
For the Council-General, in their letter of the 8th of 
April
 1782, after stating that they were disappoint- 
ed in their expectations, (how grounded it does not 
appear,) " thought that they should be able to spare 
a Stun to the Board of Trade," - tell the Court of 
Directors, " that they had adopted a new lnethod of 
keeping np the investInent, by private subscribers 
for eighty lacs of rupees, which ,viII find cargoes for 
their ships on the usual terms of privilege, at tlw risk 
of the individuals, and is to he repaid to then1 accord- 
ing to the produce of the sales in England," - and they 
tell the Directors, that" a copy of the plan makes a 
nun1ber in their separate dispatches over land." 
It is impossible, in reporting this revolution to the 
House, to avoid remarking with what fidelity l\fr. 
Hastings and his Council have adhered to the 1110de 
of translnitting their accounts which your COlnmittee. 
found it necessary to mark and censure in their First 
Report. Its pernicious tendency is there fully set 
forth. They were peculiarly called on for a most 
accurate state of their affairs, in order to explain the 
necessity of having recourse to such a scheme, as well 
as for a full and correct account of the schelne itself. 
But they send only the above short minute by one 
dispatch over land, whilst the copy of the plan itself, 
on which the Directors must form their judgll1ent, is 
sent separately in another dispatch over land, which 
has never arrived. A third dispatch, which also COll- 
tained the plan, was sent by a sea conveyance, aud 
arrived late. The Directors have, for very obvious 
reasons, ordered, hy a strict injunction, that they 
should send duplicates of all their dispatches by 
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eve1.y ship. The spirit of this rule, perhaps, ought 
to extend to every Blode of conveyance. In this 
case, so far from sending a duplicate, they do not 
send even one perfect account. They announce a 
plan by one conveyance, and they 
end it by another 
conveyance, with other delays and other ri
ks. 
.At length, at nearly four lllOllÌhs' distance, the 
plan has been received, and appears to be substan- 
tially that which had been announced, but develop- 
ing in the particulars many new circUlllstances of the 
greatest Ì1l1portance. By this plan it appears that 
the subscription, e,en in idea or pretence, is not for 
the use of the COl1lpany, but that the subscribers are 
united into a sort of society for the remitting their 
private fortunes: the goods, indeed, are said to be 
s7tipped on the Oompany's account, and they are direct- 
ed to be sold on the same account, and at the usual 
periods of sales; but, after the paynlent of duties, and 
such other allowances as they choose to nlake, in the 
eleventh article they provide" that the remainder of 
the sales shall revert to the subscribers, and be declared 
to be their property, and divided in proportion to their 
respective shares." The cOlnpensation 'which they 
allow in this plan to their lllasters for their brokerage 
is, that, if, after deducting all the charges which they 
Ì1npose, " the anlount of the sales should be found to 
exceed two shillings and twopence for the curren t 
rupee of the invoice account, it shall be taken by the 
COlllpany." POI' the management of this concern in 
Bengal they choose comn1Ï
sioners by their OW"11 au- 
thority. By the same authority they form them into 
a body, they put them under rules and regulations, 
and they elllpower thenl also to lllake regulations of 
their own. They remit, by the like authority, the 
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duties to which all private trade is subject; and they 
charge the whole concern with seven per cent, to be 
paid from the net produce of the sales in England, as 
a reeOln pense to the commissioners: for this the com- 
n1issioners contract to bear all the charges on the 
goods to the tin1e of shipping. 
The servants having formed this plan of trade, and 
a ne,v cOinmission for the conduct of it, on their pri- 
vate account, it is a matter of consideration to know 
who the cOlnmissioners are. They turn out to be 
the three senior servants of the Company's Board of 
Trade, ,vho choose to take upon them to be the fac- 
tors of others for large elnolnn1ents, whilst they re- 
eeive salaries of two thousand pounds and fifteen hun
 
dred pounds a year from the Con1pany. As the Com- 
pany have no other fund than the new investment 
froin whence they are to be paid for the care of their 
servan ts' property, this commission and those salaries 
being to take place of their brokerage, they in effect 
render it very difficult, if not impossible, for theln to 
derive advantage fron1 their new occupation. 
As to the benefit of this plan: besides preventing 
the loss which must happen froin the Company's ships 
returning empty to Europe, and the stopping of all 
trade hetween India and England, the authors of it 
state, that it will" open a new channel of remíttance, 
and abolish the practice, by precluding the necessity, 
of remitting private fortunes by foreign bottoms, and 
t.hnt it may lead to 
ome permnnpnt mode for rcmit- 
tanee of private fOl'tnlle
. and of cOlubining it with 
the regular provi
ion of the COll1}JallY's investlncllt, 
- that it will yield Borne profit to the COlupany with- 
out risk, and the national gain ,vill be the s
:Une as 
upon the regular trade." 



ON THE AFF.AIRS OF IXDIA. 


63 


As to the c0111bination of this mode of ren1Ìttance 
with the COlnpany's inyestnlcnt, nothing can be af- 
finned concerning it until S01l1e satisfactory assurance 
can be held out that such an in vestnlent can ever be 
realized. 1\11'. Hastings and the gentle1llen of the 
Council have not afforded any ground for such an 
expectation. That the Indian trade may becoine a 
perlllanellt vehicle of the private fortunes of the Com- 
pany's servants is very probable, - that is, as perma- 
nent as the means of acquiring fortunês in India; but 
that some profit will accrue to the Company is abso- 
lutely inlpossible. The Company are to bear all the 
charge outwards, and a very great part of that h0111e- 
.wards; and their only compcnsation is the surplus 
com1nission on the sale of other people's goods. The 
nation will undouLtedly avoid great loss and detri- 
111ent, ,vhich w'ould be the inevitable consequence of 
the total cessation of the trade with Bengal and the 
ships returning without cargoes. But if this tempo- 
rary expedient should be inlproved into a sY8tel11, no 
occasional advantages to be derived from it would be 
sufficient to balance the mischiefs of finding a great 
Pal'liaillentary corporation turned into a vehicle for 
ren1Ïtting to England .the private fortunes of those for 
whose benefit the territorial possessions in India are 
in effect and substance under this. project to be solely 
beld. 
By this extraordinary scheme the Conlpany is to- 
t111.'
 overturned, and all its rcl3tions invorted. Fronl 
i ,
iBg: a hody eOllct.'l'ncd ill traJc 011 their OW11 ac- 
count. and ell1ployiug their scrYallt
 a
 factor
. the 
servauts have at one 
trokc taken the whole trade 
into their own hands, 011 theil" own capital uf 
800,000l., at their own ri
k, and the CfHllpallY are 
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becolne agents and factors to theIn, to sell by COIn 
n1issioll tlwi1. goods for their profit. 
To enable your COllln1ittee to fonn SOine judgment 
upon the profit which nlay accrue to the C0111pany 
froin its new relation and elnploYlncnt, they directed 
that an estimate should be lllade of the probable pro- 
ceeds of an investInellt conducted on the principles 
of that intended to be realized for 1783. By this es- 
tÏ1nate, which is subjoilled,* it appears to your Com- 


* Estimate of the Sale Amount and Net Proceeds in England of 
the Cargoes to be sent from Bengal, agreeable to the Plan re- 
ceived by Letter date(l the 8th April, 1782. 
This calculation supposes the eighty lac investments will be equal to 
the tonnage of five ships. 
b 2. To custom ..t 320,000 a 1. By sale amount of 
c 3. " freight . 200,000 piece-goods and 
d 4. " 5 per eent duty on raw silk. .t 1,300,000 
Æ 1,300,000. . 65,000 Discount 6
 per 
e 5." 2 do. warehouse cent allowed the 
room do. . 26,000 buyers 84,500 
7 do. commission 
on .t 604,50 0 . 42,3 15 
.t 653,315 
t 6. (( Balance. . 562,185 
Æ 1,215,500 Æ 1,215,500 


a 1. The sale amount is computed on an average of the sales of the two 
last years' imports. . 
b 2. The cu
tom is computed Oil an average of what was paid on piece- 
goods and raw silk of said imports, adding additional imposts. 
c 3. The ships going out of this season, (1782,) by which the above in- 
vestment is expected to be sent home, are taken up at 4íl. 5s. per ton, for 
the homeward cargo; this eharge amounts to 35,815l each ship; the ad- 
ditional wages to the men, which the Company pay, and a very small 
charge for demurrage, will increase the freight, &c.; to 40,00ul. per ship, 
agreeable to above estimate. 
d 4. The duty of five per cent is chargee} by the Company on the gross 
sale amount of aU private trade licenseù to be brought from India: the 
amount of this duty is the only benefit the Company are likely to receive 
from the subscription investment. 
e 5. This charge is likewise made on private trade goods, and is little, 
if anything, more than the real expense the Company are at on account 
of the same; therefore no benefit will probably arise to the Company 
from it on the sale of the saif} investment. 
f 6. This is the sum which will probably be realized in England, and 
is only equal to Is. 5d. per rupee, on the eighty lacs subscribed. 
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n1ittce, that, so far froln any surplus profit from this 
transaction, the Bengal ad ven tnrers thelnselve8, in- 
stead of realizing 28. 2d. the rupee, (the standard. 
they fix for their paYlncnt,) will not recei,
e the ls. 
9cl. which is its uÍlnost value in silver at the )Iiut, 
nor probably above 18. 5d. ""'lth this certain loss 
before their eyes, it is impossible that they can ever 
conlplete their subscription, unless. by managelnent 
alnong then1seh T es, they should be able to procnre the 
goods for their own account upon other teflllS than 
those on which they purchased them for their mas- 
ters, or unless they have for the supply of the C0111- 
pany on their hands a quantity of goods .which they 
cannot otherwise dispose of. This latter case is not 
very inlprobable, from their proposing to seud ten 
sixteenths of the ",
hole inve
tlllent in silk, - which, 
as will be seen hereafter, the Company has prohibited 
to be sent on their account, as a disadvantageous ar- 
ticle. Nothing but the servants being overloaded can 
rationally account for their choice of so great a pro- 
portion of so dubious a conlmodity. 
On the state Inade by two reports of a cOllllnittee 
of the General Court in 1782, their affairs were even 
then reduced to a low ebb. But under the arrange- 
Inen t announced by )11'. Hastings and his colleagues, 
it does not appear, after this period of the servants' 
investment, froln what fund the proprietors are to 
11lake any dividend at all. The objects of the 
ale 
froln whence the dividend is to arise are not tlleiJ" 
goods: they stand accountable to others for the 
whole probable produce. The state of the Conl!->l1.- 
ny's C01111ne-rce will therefore beCOll1e an object of 
serious consideration: an affair, as your COlnnlittee 
apprehends, of as 111uch difficulty as ever tried the fae.. 
YOLo VIII. 5 
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nlties of this Ifonse. POI', on the one hand, it is plain 
that the systelll uf pru\"idillg the Company's hnport 
into Europe, rcstiug alinot-ì't wholly by an invesbllent 
fron1 its territorial revenues, has failed: during its 
continuance it ,vas supported on principles fatal to 
the prosperity of that country. On the other hand, 
if the non1Ïllal C01111nerce of the COll1pany is suffered 
to be earricd on for the aeeount of the servants 
abruad, by investing the elnohul1ents made in their 
stations, these ell101unlcnts are therefore inclusively 
authorized, and with thenl the practices froln which 
they accrue. .1\.11 Parlia111entary atte111pts to reform 
this systCln will be contradictury to its institution. 
If, for instance, five hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling annually be necessary for this kiud of invest- 
n1ent, any regulation which Inay prevent the acqui- 
sition of that Slun operates against the inveshnent 
,vhich is the end proposed by the vlan. 
On this new sche111e, (which is neither calculated 
for a future seeurity nor for a present relief to the 
Cornpany,) it is not visible in ,vhat Inallner the set- 
tle1l1ents in India can be at all upheld. The gentle- 
1110n in eInploYluents abroad call fur the whole prod- 
uce of the year's investnlent froll1 Bengal; but for 
the paYll1ent of the counter-investlnent frolll Europe, 
which is for the far greater part sent out for the sup- 
port of their power, no provision at all is ll1aùe: they 
have 110t, it seeIns, agreed that it should be chal'gèd 
to their account, or that any deduction should be 
Blade for it froll1 the produce of their sales in Lead. 
enhall Street. Ho,v far such a schelne is preferable 
to the total suspension of trade your COllunittee can- 
not positively deterInine. In all likelihood, extraor- 
dinary expedients were necessary; but the causes 
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which induced this necessity ought to be more fully 
inquired into; for the last step in a series of conduct 
ll1ay be justifiable upon principles that suppose great 
blame in those which preceded it. 
After your COJllmittee had made the foregoing ob- 
servations upon the plan of )11'. Hastings and his col- 
leagues, transmitted to the Court of Directors, an 
extract of the 
1adras Consultations was a few days 
ago laid before us. This extract contains a letter 
frol11 the Governor-General and Council of Bengal to 
the Presidency of Fort St. George, ,vhich affords a 
very striking, though to your COlnmittee by no Ineans 
an unexpected, picture of the instability of their opin- 
ions and conduct. On the 8th of 
\pril the servants 
had regularly forn1ed and digested the above-men- 
tioned plan, ,vhich was to form the basis for the in- 
vestmen t of their own fortunes, and to furnish the sole 
n1eans of the commercial existence of their masters. 
Before the 10th of the following 
Iay, which is the 
date of their letter to 
ladras, they inforlll Lord 

1acartney that they had fundamentally altered the 
,vhole scheme. "Instead," say they, "of allowing 
the subscribers to retain an interest in the goods, they 
are to be provided entirely on account of the Con1pa- 
ny, and transported at their risk; and the subscribers, 
instead of receiving certificates payable out of the 
produce of the sales in Europe, are to be granted re- 
ceipts, on the payment of their advances, bearing an 
interest of eight per cent per annum, until exchanged 
for drafts on the Court of Directors, payable 365 days 
after sight, at the rate of two shillings per current 
rupee, - which drafts shall be granted in the proper 
time, of three eighths of the an10unt subscribed, on 
the 31st of Decenl1
er next. and the ren1aining five 
eighths on the 31st of December, 1783." 
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The plan of April divests the Con1pany of all prop- 
erty in Bengal goods transported to Europe: but in 
recompense they are freed from all the risk and ex.. 
pense, they are not loaded ,vith interest, and they are 
not embarrassed with bills. 'rhe plan of 1\fay rein.. 
states them in their old relation: but in return, their 
revenues in Bengal are charged with an interest of 
eight per cent on the SUln subscribed, until bills shall 
be drawn; they are lnade proprietors of cargoes pur.. 
chased, under the disadvantage of that intrrest, at 
their o,vn hazard; they are subjected to all losses; 
and they are involved in Europe for payments of bills 
to the alnount of eighty lacs of rupees, at two shillings 
the rupee, - that is, in bills for eight hundred thou.. 
sand pounds sterling. It is probably on account of 
the previous interest of eight per cent that the value 
of the rupee on this scheme is reduced. 1\11'. Hastings 
and his colleagues announce to Lord 
iacartney no 
other than the foregoing alteration in their plan. 
It is discouraging to attempt any sort of observa.. 
tion on plans thus shifting their principle whilst their 
merits are under exalnillation. The judglnent forined 
on the scheme of April has nothing to do with the 
project of 1\1ay . Your Committee has not suppressed 
any part of the reflections which occurred to them on 
the former of these plans: first, because the COlnpa- 
ny knows of no other by any regular transmissions; 
secondly, because it is by no means certain that be.. 
fore the expiration of June the Governor-Gcneral and 
Councillnay not revert to the plan of April. They 
speak of that plan as likely to be, or Inake a part of 
one that shall be, per'manent. l\-Iany reasons are al.. 
leged by its authors in its favor, grounded on the 
state of their affairs; none whatever arc assigned for 
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the alteration. It is, indeed, nlorally certain that per- 
sons who had Inoney to ren1Ït lnllst have made the 
same calculation which has been Inade by the direc- 
tions of your Comlnittee, and the result must have 
been equally clear to theIn, - which is, that, instead 
of realizing two shillings and twopence the rnpee 011 
their subscription, as they proposed, they could never 
hope to see n10re than one shilling and ninepence. 
This calculation probably shook the main pillar of 
the project of j..pril. But, on the other hand, as the 
subscribers to the 
econd scheme can have no certain 
assurance that the Company will accept bills so far 
exceeding their allowance in this particular, the ne- 
cessity of remitting their fortunes may beat them 
back to their old ground. The Danish C01l1pany was 
the only means of ren1Ïtting which remained. l\..t- 
telnpts have been made with success to revive a Por- 
tuguese trade for that purpose. It is by no n1eans 
clear whether Mr. Hastings and his colleagues will 
adhere to either of the foregoing plans, or, indeed, 
whether any investment at all to that amount can be 
realized; because nothing but the convenience of re- 
mitting the gains of British subjects to London can 
support any of these projects. 
The situation of the C01l1pany, under this perpetual 
variation in the system of their investment, is truly 
perplexing. The manner in which they arrive at 
any knowledge of it is no less so. The letter to Lord 

lacartney, by which the variation is discovered, was 
not intended for transmission to the Directors. It 
was Inerel
 for the illforn1ation of those who were 
adn1Ïtted to a share of the subscription at l\ladras. 
When )11'. Hastings sent this information to those 
subscribers, he n1Ïght well enough have presumed an 
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event to happen ,vhich did happen, - that is, that a 
vessel might be dbpatched froln 
fadras to Europe: 
and indeed, by that, and by every devisable llleans, he 
ought not only to have apprised the Directors of this 
most nlaterial change in the plan of the investn1ent, 
but to have entered fully into the grounds and rea- 
SOllS of his making it. 
It appears to your Committee that the ships ,yhich_ 
brought to England the plan of the 8th of April did 
not sail from Bengal until the 1st of l\fay. If the 
change had been in contelnplatioll for any till1e before 
the 30th of April, two days would have sufficed to 
send an account of it, and it might have arrived 
along with the plan which it affected. If, therefore, 
such a change was in agitation before the sailing of 
the ships, and yet was concealed when it luight have 
been communicated, the conceahnent is censurable. 
It is not improbable that SOIne change of the kind 
was lnade or Ineditated before the sailing of the 
hips 
for Europe: for it is hardly to be hnagined that rea- 
sons ,vholly unlooked-for should appear for setting 
aside a plan concerning the success of which the 
Council-General seemed so very confident, that a new 
one should be proposed, that its Inerits should be 
discussed among the moneyed men, that it should 
be adopted in Council, and officially ready for trans- 
n1Ìssion to 
fadras, in twelve or thirteen days. 111 
this perplexity of plan and of trallsInission, the Court 
of Directors may have n1ade an arrangement of their 
affairs on the groundwork of the first scheu1e, .which 
was officially and authentically conveyed to then1. 
The fundamental alteration of that plan in India 
might require another of a very different kind in 
England, which the arrangelnellts taken in conse- 
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quence of the first nlÏght make it difficult, if not 
Ï1npossible, to execute. 'Vhat must add to the con- 
fusion is, that the alteration has not the regular and 
official authority of t,he original plan, and nlay be 
presumed to indicate with certainty nothing lllore 
than that the busines
 i
 agai/
 afloat, and that no 
schenlc is finally dcternlÏned on. Thus the COlnpany 
is left \\
ithout any fixed data upon which they call 
nlake a rational di
po
ition of their affairs. 
The fact is, that the principles and econolny of 
the COlllpany's trade have been so cOlnpletely cor- 
rupted by turning it into a "ehicle for tribute, that, 
whenever circumstances require it to be replaced 
again upon a bottorn truly comlnercial, hardly any- 
thing but confusion and disasters can be expected 
as the first re
ults. Even before the acquisition of 
the territorial revenues, the system of the COlllpa- 
ny's conunerce was not fOrllled upon principlcs the 
nlost favorable to its prosperity; for" whilst, on the 
one hand, that body received encouragelnent by royal 
and Parliarnentary charters, .was invested \\yith sev- 
eral alnple privileges, and even with a delegation 
of the most essential prerogatives of the crow11,- 
on the other, its C0l111llerCe was ,,-atched with au 
invidious jealousy, as a species of dealing dangerous 
to the national interests. In that light, \\
ith regard 
to the COlllpany's Ï1nports, there was a total prohi- 
bition frol11 dOlnestic use of the most considerable 
articles of their trade, - that is, of all silk stuff
, 
and stained and painted cottons. The Briti
h luar- 
ket was in a great Inea
ure interdicted to the British 
trader. 'Yhatever advantages ruight arise to the 
general trading interests of the kingdonl by this 
restraint, its East India interest was undoubtedly 
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injurod by it. The Corupany is also, and ha
 beeH 
from a very early period, obliged to furnish the Ord- 
dance with a quantity of saltpetre at a certain price, 
without any reference to the standard of the 111ar- 
kets either of purchase or of sale. 'Vith regard to 
their export, they were put alf'o under difficulties 
upon very mistaken notions; for they were oùligcd 
to export annually a certain proportion of British 
Inanufactures, even though they should find for thern 
in India none or but an unprofitable want. rrhis 
compulsory export Inight operate, and in son1e in- 
stances has operated, in a luanller 1110re grievous 
than a tax to the alnount of the loss in trade: for 
the payment of a tax is in general divided in un- 
equal portions between the vender and consulner, 
the largest part falling upon the latter; in the case 
before us the tax lnay be as a dead charge on the 
trading capital of the Con1pany. 
The spirit of all these regulations naturally tended 
to weaken, in the very original constitution of the 
Company, the lHain-spring of the con1n1ercial 111 a- 
chine, the principles of profit and loss. And the Inis- 
chief arising from an inattention to those principles 
has constantly increased with the increase of its PO\v- 
ere For when the COlnpany had acquired the rights 
of sovereignty in India, it ,vas not to be expected 
that the attention to profit and loss would have in- 
creased. The idea of relnittillg tribute in goods 
naturally produced an indifference to their price 
and quality, - the goods thelnselves appearing little 
else than a sort of package to tbe tribute. l\Ierchall- 
dise taken as tribute, or bought in lieu of it, can 
never long be of a kind or of a price fitted to a, 111ar- 
ket which stands solely on its commercial reputation. 
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The indifference of the mercantile sovereign to his 
trading advantages naturally relaxed the diligence of 
his subordinate factor-illagi
trates through all their 
gradations and in all their functions; it gaye rise, at 
least so far as the principal was concerned, to 111uch 
neglect of price and of goodness in their purchases. 
If oyer they showed any extraordinary degrees of ac- 
curacy and selection, it would naturally be in fR\ or 
of that interest to ,vhich they could not be indiffer- 
ent. The COIl1pany n1Ìght suffer above, the natives 
Inight suffer belo\v; the inteflnediate party n1ust 
profit to the prejudice of both. 
Your Conlillittee are of opinion that the Company 
is now arrived at that point, when, the inve
tnlent 
from surplus revenue or fr01n the spoil of war ceas- 
ing, it is becoille much more necessary to fix its COln- 
Iuerce upon a COlllll1Crcial basis. And this opinion 
led your COll1nlittee to a detailed reyicw of all the 
articles of the Indian traffic upon which the profit 
and los
 wa
 steady; and we have chosen a period 
of four years, during the continuance of the revenue 
illvesÌlnent, and prior to allY borrowing or any ex- 
traordinary drawing of bills, in order to find out how 
far the trade, undor circlunstances when it \vill be 
necessary to carry it on by borrowing, or by bills, 
or by exportation of bullion, can be sustained in 
the fonner course, so as to secure the capital and 
to afford a reasonable dh.idend. .Ånd your COI11 4 
mittce find that in the first four years the iuyest- 
Iuent froln Bengal alllounted to 4,176,525l.; up0n 
2,2GO,27.l. there w'as a gain of 186,337l., and upon 
1,916,248l. a loss of 705,566l.: so that the excess 
of loss abo\ye gain, upon the whole of the foregoing 
capital, \vas in the four years no less than 519,2:29l. 
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If the trade were confined to Bengal, and the Com- 
pany were to trade on tho
e terms upon a capital 
borro\ved at eight }Jcr cent Indian interest, their rev- 
enues in that province ,vould be soon 
o overpow- 
ered \vith debt, that those revenues, instead of sup- 
porting the trade, \vonld be totally destroyed by it. 
If, on the other hand, the COlllpany traded upon bills 
\vith every advantage, far froln being in a condition 
to divide the slnallest percentage, their bankruptcy 
here would be inevitable. 
Your COlllmittee then turned to the trade of the 
other factories and Presidencies, and they constantly 
found, that, as the power and dOlninion of the Com- 
pany ,vas less, their profit on the gooùs was greater. 
The investInents of 
Iadra
, B0111uay, and Bellcoolen 
have, in the foregoing four years, upon a capital of 
1,151,176l., had a gain upon the whole of 329,622l. 
The greatest of all is that of Bencoolell, ,vhich, on 
a capital of 76,571l., produced a profit of.107,7GOl. 
This, however, is but a sl11all branch of the COln- 
pallY's trade. The trade to China, on a capital of 
1,717,463l., produced an excess of gain aillounting to 
874,OÐGl., which is about fifty per cent. But such 
\vas the evil influence of the Bengal illvestlnent, that 
hot only the profits of the Chinese trade, but of all 
the I ucrati ve branches taken together, .were so suuk 
and ingulfed in it, that the whole profit on a capita] 
of 7,0-13,16-1l. reacheû to no l110re than 684,4891., 
that is, to 189,607l. less than the profit on the Chi- 
nese trade alone, -less than the total profits on the 
gainful trades taken together, 520,727l. 
It is very ren1arkaLle, that in the year 1778, when 
the Bengal investlncnt stood at the highest, that is, 
so high a
 1,223,310[., though the Chinesc trade pro- 
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. duced an excess of gain in that year of 209,243l., 
and that no loss of 1110111ent could be added to that 
of Bengal; (except about 45,000l. on the BOlnbay 
trade,) the ,vhole profit of a capital of 2,040,787l. 
anlou1Üed only to the stun of 9,480l. 
The detail of the articles in which loss was incurred 
or gain ll1ade will be found in the ...\ppelldix, X o. 
4. 
The CirCllll1stances of the tÍ1ue have rendered it neces- 
sary to call up a vigorous attention to this state of the 
trade of the COillpany between Europe and India. 


INTERNAL TRADE OF BE:NGAL. 


THE internal trade of Bengal has next attracted 
the inquiries of your COlnl1littee. 
The great and valuable articles of the COlnpany's 
investnlent, drawn frolll the articles of iuternal trade, 
are raw silk, and various descriptions of piece-goods 
Blade of silk and cotton. These articles are 110t Ull- 
del" any forinal mOllopoly; nor does the COlnpallY at 
present exercise a declared right of preëlnption with 
regard to theln. But it does not appear that the trade 
in these particulars is or can be perfectly free, - not 
so much on account. of any direct Ineasures taken to 
prevent it as froin the circulnstances of the country, 
and the D1anner of carrying on business there: for 
the present trade, even in these articles, is built fronl 
the ruins of old nlonopolies and preëmptions, and 
necessarily partake5 of the nature of its materials. 
In order to show in ,vhat luanneI' luanufactures and 
trade so constituted contribute to the prosperity of the 
nati\Tes, your COllnnittee conceives it proper to take, 
in this place, a short general view of the progress of 
the English policy with relation to the conunerce of 
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Bengal, and the several stages and gradations by which 
it has been brought into its actual state. The 1110des 
of abuf:e, and the IneallS by ,vhich COlnmerce has suf- 
fered, will be considered in greater detail under the 
distinct heads of those objects which have chiefly suf- 
fered by them. 
During the time of the 1\Iogul government, the 
princes of that race, who omitted nothing for the 
encourageu1ent of commerce in their d0111inions, be- 
sto,ved very large privileges and immunities on the 
English East India Company, exen1pting them from 
several duties to which their natural-born subjects 
were liable. The C0111pany's dustuck, or passport, 
secured to the1n this exemption at all the custom- 
houses and toll-bars of the country. The Company, 
not being able or not choosing to make use of their 
privilege to the full extent to which it might be car- 
ried, indulged their servants with a qualified use of 
their passport, under which, and in the naine of the 
Company, they carried on a private trade, either by 
themsel,es or in society with natives, and thus found 
a compensation for the scanty ållowances made to 
them by their masters in England. As the country 
government was at that time in the fulness of its 
strength, and that this immunity existed by a double 
connivance, it was naturally kept within tolerable 
li1nits. 
But by the revolution in 1757 the Company's ser- 
vants obtained a mighty ascendant over the native 
princes of Bengal, who owed their elevation to the 
British arms. The Company, which ,vas new to that 
kind of power, and Bot yet thoroughly apprised of its 
real character and situation, considered itself still as 
a trader in the territories of a foreign potentate, in 
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the prosperity of ,,
hose. country it had neither inter- 
est nor duty. The ser'Tants, with the same ideas, fol- 
lowed their fortune in the channels in which it had 
hitherto ran, only enlarging them "ith the enlarge- 
ment of their power. For their first ideas of profit 
,vere 110t official; nor were their oppressions those of 
ordinary despotism. The first instruluellts of their 
power w'ere formed out of evasions of their ancient 
subjection. The passport of the COlnpany in the 
hands of its servants was no longer under any re-. 
straint; and in a very short tilne their immunity 
began to cover all the merchandise of the country. 
Cossim .A.li Khâ11, the second of the Nabobs whom 
they had set up, was but ill disposed to the instru- 
1nents of his greatness. He bore the yoke of this im- 
perious COllllllerce with the utmost impatience: he 
saw his subjects excluded as aliens from their o,vn 
trade, and the revenues of the prince overwhehned in 
the ruin of the comrnerce of his dominions. Finding 
his reiterated remonstrances on the extent and abuse 
of the pa

port ineffectual, he had recourse to an un- 
expected expedient, which was, to declare his resolu- 
tion at once to annul all the duties on trade, setting 
it equally free to subjects and to foreigners. 
Never was a method of defeating the oppressions of 
monopoly more forcible, more sÏluple, or more equita- 
ble: no sort of plausible objection could be made; 
aud it was in vain to think of evading it. It was 
therefore met with the confidence of avowed and 
deterluined injustice. The Presidency of Calcutta 
openly denied to the prince the power of protecting 
the trade of his subjects by the rell1ission of his own 
duties. It was evident that his authority drew to its 
period: many reasons and illotives concurl ed; and 
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his fall was hastened by the opium of the oppressions 
which he exercised voluntarily, as ,vell as of those to 
which he .was obliged to submit. 
'Vhen this exaluple ,vas made, J affier .l:\.li Khfin, 
who had becn deposed to Inake roon1 for the last act- 
or, ,vas brought fr01n penury and cxile to a station 
the tetms of which he could not Inisunderstand. 
During his life, and in the tÍ111e of his children ,vho 
succeeded to hiln, parts of the territorial rovenue 
,vere assigned to the C0111pany; and the \vhole, under 
the name of residency at the Nabob's court, was 
brought, directly or indirectly, under the control of 
British subjects. The C0111pany's servants, arlued 
with authorities delegated fron1 the nOlninal govern 
Iuent, or attended .with what was a stronger guard, 
the faine of their own power, appeared as magistrates 
in the Inarkets in which they dealt as traders. It was 
Í1npossible for the natives in general to distinguish, 
in the proceedings of the same persons, what ,vas 
transacted on the Company's account fron1 ,vhat ,vas 
done on their own; and it will ever be so difficult to 
dra,v this line of distinction, that as long as the Com- 
pany docs, directly 
r indirectly, ain1 at any advan- 
tage to itself in the purchase of any cOlnlllodity what- 
ever, so long will it Le ÏInpracticable to prevent the 
servants availing theIl1Selves of the saIne privilege. 
The servants, thercfore, for themselves or for their 
enlployers, 111onopolized every article of trade, for- 
eign and domestic: not only the raw merchantable 
COllUllodities, but the 111anufactures; and not only 
these, but the necessaries of life, or ,vhat in these 
countries. habit has confounded with them, - not on- 
ly silk, cotton, piece-goods, OpiUIll, saltpetre, but not 
unfrequently salt, tobacco, betel-nut, and the grain 
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of Lnost ordinary consumption" In the nan1e of the 
eOHntry goVerIllnent ther laid on or took off, and at 
their plea:::;ure heightened or lo\vered, all duties upon 
goods: the whole trade of the country was either 
dc
troyed or in shackles. The acquisition of the 
Dnanllé, in 1765, bringing the English into the Ï1n- 
lllcdiate government of the country in its Inost essen- 
tial branches, extended and confirmed all the forn1er 
nleans of lnonopoly. 
In the progress of these ruinous 111eaSUres through 
all their details, inllUll1erable grievances were suffered 
by the native inhabitantf', which .were reprefo:ented in 
the strongest, that is, their true colors, in England. 
1\ T hibt the far greater part of the British in India 
were in eager pursuit of the forced and exorbitant 
gains of a trade carried on by po"
er, contests natu- 
rally arose among the con1petitors: those "ho were 
overpowered by their rivals becalne loud in their C0111- 
plaints to the Court of Directors, and were verr capa- 
ble, froln experience, of pointing out every 1110de of 
abuse. 
The Court of Directors, on their part, began, 
though very 
lo\vly, to perceive that the country which 
'Was ravaged by this sort of C0l11111erCe was their own. 
These cOll1plaints obliged the Directors to a strict 
exalninatioll into the real sources of the mismanage- 
n1e11t of their concerns in India, and to lay the foun- 
dations of a 
ystenl of restraint on the exorhitancies 
of their servants. Accordingly.. so early as the rear 
1765, they confine then1 to a trade only in articles 
of export and Ílnport, and strictly prohibit them 
fro1l1 all dealing in objects of internal con
ulnption. 
A.bout the 
ame tin1e the Presidency of Calcutta 
found it necessary to put a restraint upon tlwlnseh'es, 
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or at least to lllake show of a disposition (with which 
the Directors appear lnnch satisfied) to keep their 
own enorlnous power \vithin bounds. 
But whatever 111ight have been the intentions ei. 
ther of the Directors or the Presidency, hoth found 
the111selves unequal to the execution of a pIau which 
went to defeat the projects of nhnost all the English 
in India, - possiLly comprehending sOlne "who ,vere 
Inakers of the regulations. For, as the c0111plaint 
of the country or as their O\Vl1 interest predon1Ïnated 
with the Presidency, they were always shifting from 
one course to the other; so that it beCa111e as impos- 
sible for the natives to kno,v upon .what principle to 
ground any commercial speculation, froln the uncer- 
tainty of the la,v Huder which they acted, as it was 
when they were oppressed by power without any color 
of law at all: for the Directors, in a few nlonths after 
they had given these tokens of approbation to the 
above regulations ill favor of the country trade, tell 
the Presidency, "It is \vith concern \ve see in every 
pa,r;e of yonr Consultations restrictions, li1ìzitations, 
prohibitions, affecting various art'icles of trade." On 
their side, the Presidency freely confess that these 
lllonopolies of inland trade" were the foundation of 
all the bloodsheds, Inassacres, and confusions ,vhich 
have happened of late in Bengal." 
I>ressed in this urgent Inanner, the Directors CfÙl1e 
Ulore specifically to the grievance, and at once anu HI 
all the passports with .which their servants traded 
without duties, holding out 111eal1S of cOll1pensation, 
of w"hich it does not appear that any advantage was 
taken. In order that the duties which existed should 
no longer continue to burden the trade either of the 
servants or na.tives, they ordered that a number of 
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oppressive toll-bars should be taken away, and the 
whole nun1ber reduced to nine of the Inost consider- 
able. 
'Yhen Lord Clive was sent to Bengal to effect a ref- 
ol'lllation of the Inany abuses which prevailed there, 
he considered monopoly to be so inveterate and deep- 
ly rooted_ and the just rewards of. the COlnpany's ser- 
vants to be so c01l1plicated with that injustice to the 
country, that the latter could not easily be renloyed 
without taking a,vay the fOrlner. He adopted, there- 
fore, a plan for dealing in certain articles, ,yhich, as 
he conceived, rather ought to be called 
, a regulated 
and restricted trade" than a forlnal 11l01l0poly. By 
this plan he intended that the profits shoulù be dis- 
tributed in an orderly and proportioned manner for- 
the reward of services, and not seized by each indi- 
vidual according to the measure of his boldness, dex- 
terity, or influence. 
But this schelne of monopoly did not subsist long, 
at least in that lllode and for those purposes. Three 
of the grand lllonopolies, those of opiunl, salt, and 
saltpetre, were successively by the COlnpany taken 
into their own hands. The produce of the sale of the 
t,,-o fOl'lner articles was applied to the purchase of 
goods for their invesÌlnent; the latter ,vas exported 
in kind for their sales ill Europe. Tile senior ser- 
,ants had a certain share of el110hunent "allotted to 
theln fro1l1 a conln1Ïssion on the reyenues. The jun- 
ior ser,ants were rigorously confined to salaries, on 
which they were unable to suLsist according to their 
rank. They 'were strictly ordered to abstain froln all 
dealing in objects of internal con1merce. Those of 
export and inlport were left open to young.' nlen with- 
out mercantile eXjJeriellCe, and wholly unprovided 
VOL. VIII. 6 
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with Inercantile capitals, hut ahundantly furnished 
with large trusts of the puhlic mOlley, and ,vith all 
the powers of all ahsolute goVe1'lllllent. In this 
it- 
uation, a religious ab
tinence froin all illicit galne 
wa
 prescribed to Ulen at nine thousand Illiles' dis- 
tance froIn the seat of the snprelne authority. 
Your COlllll1ittee. is far froll1 Ineaning to justify 
 or 
cyen tö excuse, the oppressions and cruelties used by 
llUlllY ill 
upplying the deficiencies of their regular 
allowances hy all lnallner of extortion; but l11any 
sl11aller irregularities lnay adnlit S0111e alleviation 
froln thence. :Nor does yonI' C0l1111lÏttee mean to 
express any de
ire of reverting to the 1110de (con- 
trived in India, but condclnnec1 by the Directors) of 
rewarding the servants of an higher class by a regu- 
lated 1110nopoly. 1"'heir ohject is to point out the 
deficiencies in the SystCll1, by which restrictions were 
laid that could have little or no effect whilst want 
and po,ver ,vere suffered to he united. 
But the proceedings of the Directors at that time, 
though not altogether judicions, were in Inany re- 
spects honorable to theIn, and favorable, ill the in- 
tention at least, to the country they governed. For, 
finding thcir trading capital e111ployed against thel11- 
selves and ao'ainst the llative
 and struO'()'lillO' in vain 
b - , t)t) b 
against abuses which were inseparaLly connected with 
the SystCIll of their own preference in trade, in the 
year 1773 they can1e to the Inanly resolution of set- 
ting an exalnple to their servants, and gave up all 
u
e of power allù influence in the t\VO grand article" 
of their ill yestInen t, 
ilk and piece-goods. They di- 
rected that the articles should be bought at an equal 
and puLlic Inarket froBl the native 111erchants; and 
this order they directed to he pnbli
hed in all the 
prillclpal marts of Bcngal. 



ON THE AFFAIRS OF IXDIA. 


83 


Your COlllmittce are clearly of opinion that no bet- 
ter Inethod of purchase could be adopted. But it soon 
appeared that in deep-rooted and inveterate abuses 
the wisest principles of refonll may be n1ade to op- 
erate so destructively as wholly to discredit the de- 
sign, and to dishearten all persons from the prose- 
cution of it. The Presidency, who seelned to yield 
'with the uÌlnost reluctance to the execution of these 
orders, soon made the Directors feel their evil influ- 
ence upon their own investment; for they found the 
silk and cotton cloths rose twenty-five per cent above 
their former price, and a further rise of forty per 
cent was announced to then1. 


SILK. 


WHAT happened with regard to raw silk is still 
more ren1arkable, and tends still more clearly to il- 
lustrate the effects of commercial servitude during 
its unchecked existence, and the consequences which 
may be 111ade to arise from its sudden refonnation. 
On laying open the trade, the article of raw silk was 
instantly enhanced to the COlnpany full eighty per 
cent. The contract nlade for that con1111oditr, wound 
off in the Bengal method, which used to sell for less 
than six rupees, or thirteen shillings, for two pounds' 
weight, arose to nine rupees, or near twenty f'hillings, 
and the filature silk was very soon after contracted 
for at fourteen. 
The Presidency accounted for this rise by observ- 
ing that the price had before been arbitrary, and that 
the persons who purveyed for the Conlpany paid no 
nlore than. " what W2.S ;"udged sufficient for the n1aill- 
tenance of the first providers." This fact explains 
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more fully than the most labored description can 
do the dreadful effects of the monopoly on the cul- 
tivators. They had the sufficiency of their n1ainte- 
nance Lneasured out by the judglnent of those \vho 
\vere to profit by their labor; and this 111easure was 
not a great deal n10re, by their own account, than 
about two thirds of the value of that labor. In all 
probability it was much less, as these dealings rarely 
passed. through intermediate hands without leaving 
a considerable profit. These oppressions, it will be 
observed, were not confined to the Company's share, 
which, however, covered a great part of the trade; 
but as this was an article permitted to the servants, 
the same power of arbitrary valuation 111ust have been 
extended over the whole, as the lnarket must be 
equalized, if any authority at all is extended over 
it by those who have an interest in the restraint. 
The price was not only raised, but in the manufac- 
tures the quality was debased nearly in an equal 
proportion. rfhe Directors conceived, \vith great rea- 
son, that this rise of price and debaselnent of quality 
arose, not from the effect of a free market, but from 
the servants having taken that opportunity of throw- 
ing upon the market of their masters the refuse 
goods of their own private trade at such exorbitant 
prices as by mutual connivance they were pleased 
to settle. The mischief was greatly aggravated by 
its happening at a time when the Company 'vere 
obliged to pay for their goods with bonds bearing 
an high interest. 
The perplexed system of the Company's concerns, 
composed of so InallY opposite movements and con- 
tradictory principles, appears nowhere in a n10re 
clear light. If trade continued under restraint, 
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their territorial revenues Inust suffer by checking 
the general prosperity of the country: if they set 
it free, n1eal1S were takeri to raise the price and de- 
base the quality of the goods; and this again fell 
upon the revenues, out of which the paYlnent for 
the goods was to arise. The observations of the 
Cornpany on that occasion are just and sagacious; 
and they will not permit the least doubt concern- 
ing the policy of these unnatural trades. " The 
amount of our Bengal cargoes, from 1769 to 1773, is 
. 2,901,194l. sterling; and if the average increase of 
price he estin1ated at twenty-five per cent only, the 
amount of such increase is 725,298l. sterling. The 
abo\'e circun1stances are exceedingly alarn1Ïng to us ; 
but ,vhat must be our concern, to find by the advices 
of Ollr President and Council of 1773, that a further 
adyance of forty per cent on Bengal goods was expect- 
ed, and allo,ved to be the consequence of ad,ertise- 
n1ent
 then publi
hed, authorizing a free trade in the 
seryice? 'Ve find the Duauné revenues are in gen- 
eral farn1ed for five years, and the aggregate increase 
ef'tilllated at only 183,170l. sterling (on a supposition 
that such increase win be realized) ; yet if the annual 
investment be sixty lacs, and the advance of price 
thirty per cent only, such ad\'an.ce will exceed tllP in- 
crease of the reven1.te by no le
s than 829,330l. sterling." 
The indignation ,vhich the Directors felt at being 
reduced to this distressing situation was expressed 
to their seryal1 ts in very strong terms. They attrib- 
uted the whole to their practices, and say, " 'Ve are 
far from being convinced that the competition which 
tends to raise the price of goods in Bengal is wholly 
between public European companies, or between l11er- 
chan ts in gcneral who export to foreign markets: 
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we are rather of opinion that the sources of this 
grand evil have been thç extraordinary privileges 
granted to individuals in our service or under our 
license to trade without restriction throughout the 
provinces of Bengal, and the encouragolnent they 
have had to extend their trade to the uttennost, even 
in snch goods as were proper for our investlnent, 
by obf'orying the Sllccess of those pertions ,vho have 
frolll tin1e to tÏ111e found means to dispose of their nw'r- 
chandise to our Governor and Oouncil, though of so 
bad a quality as to be sold here with great difficulty, . . 
after having been frequently refused, and put up at 
the next sale without price, to the very groat dis- 
credit a.nd disadvantage of the COlllpany." In all 
probability the Directors were not mistaken; for, 
upon an inquiry instituted soon after, it was found 
tl1at Cantû Babû, the banian or native steward and 
Inanager to 
Ir. Hastings, (late President,) held two 
of these contracts in his own name and that of his 
son for considerably more than 150,000l. This dis- 
covery brought on a prohibition frolll the Court of 
Directors of that suspicious and dangerous dealing 
in the stewards of persons in high office. The saIne 
man held likewise farn1s to the amount of 140,000l. 
a year of the landed revenue, with the same sUtipi- 
cious appearance, contrary to the regulations Inade 
under 1\11'. Hastings's own administration. 
In the mortifying dilemma to \vhich the Directorb 
found themselves reduced, whereby the ruin of the 
revellues either by the freedom or the restraint of 
trade ,vas evident, they considered the first as nlost 
rapid and urgent, and therefore once Illore revert to 
the system of their ancient preën1ption, and destroy 
that freedom which they had so lately and with tiO 
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much solelnnity proclaimed, and that befort
 it could 
be abused or even enjoyed. They declare, that
 " un- 
willing as .we are to return to the former coercive 
!J
- 
tern of providing an inyesÌll1ent, or to abridge that 
freedonl of conl111erce ,vhich has been so latcly estab- 
lished in Bengal, yet at the sanle time finding it our 
indispensable duty to strike at the root of an evil 
which has been so severely felt by the Company, and 
,\?hich can no longer be supported, we hereby direct 
that all persons whatev0r in the COll1pany's service, 
or under Oltl. protection, be absolutely prohibited, 
y 
public advertisenlent, fronl trading in any of those 
articles ,vhich COlllpose our investnlent, directly or 
indirectly, except on account of and for the East In- 
dia C 0111 pallY , until their invcstl11ent is cOll1pleted."' 
l1s soon as this order ,vas received in Bengal, it 
was construed, as indeed the words seelned directly 
to warrant, to exclude all natives a8 well as servants 
frolll the trade, until the COlllpany .was supplied. 
The COlllpany's preëlnption .was now authoritatively 
reë
tablished, and SOllle feeble and ostensible regula- 
tions were Blade to relicve the 'veayers who nlight suf:' 
fer by it. . The Directors Ï1nagillcd that the reëstab- 
lislll11ent of their coercive systenl would rel11o\"e the 
evil .which fraud and artifice had grafted upon one 
lllore rational and liberal. But they were Inistakell; 
for it only varied, if it did so 111uch as vary, the 
abuse. The 
ervants 11light as essentially injure 
their interest by a direct exercisc of their power as 
by pretexts drawn froln the freedolll of the na- 
tives, - but with this fatal difference, that t
le frauds 
upon the COlllpany nUlst be of shorter duration uu- 
del' a scheme of freedolll. That state adlllÌtted, and 
indeed led to, means of discovery and correction; 
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whereas the systeln of coercion was likely to be per- 
manen t. It carried force further than served the pur- 
poses of those who authorized it: it tended to covel 
all frauds \vith obscurity, and to bury all cOlnplaint 
in despair. The next year, therefore, that is, in the 
year 1776, the Company, who con1plained that their 
orders had been extended beyond their intentions, 
Inade a third revolution in the trade of Bengal. It 
was set free again, - so far, at least, as regarded the 
native merchants, - but in so imperfect a lnanner 
as evidently to leave the roots of old abuses in the 
ground. The Supreme Court of Judicature about 
this time (1776) also fuhninated a charge against 
monopolies, without any exception of those author- 
ized by the COlnpany: but it does not appear that 
anything very material was done in consequence of it. 
The trade becanle nominally free; but the course 
of business established in consequence of coercive 1no- 
nopoly ,vas not easily altered. In order to render 
more distinct the principles \vhich led to the estab- 
lishment of a course and habit of business so very 
difficult to change as long as those principles exist, 
your COlnmittee think it will not be useless here to 
enter into the history of the regulations lnade in the 
first and favorite n1atter of the COll1pany's invest- 
ment, the trade in raw silk, fron1 the COlluncncelnellt 
of these regulations to the Company's perhaps finally 
abandoning all share in the trade which was their 
object. 


RA W SILK. 


THE trade in raw ::;illc was at all times more popu- 
lar in England than really advantageous to the Com- 
pany. In addition to the old jealousy which prc 
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vailed between the Company and the manufactory 
interest of England, they caIne to labor under no 
small odium on account of the distresses of India. 
The public in England perceived, and felt with a 
proper synlpathy, the sufferings of the Eastern prov- 
inces in all cases in which they nlight be attributed 
to the abuses of power exercised under the Com- 
pany's authority. But they were not equally sensi- 
ble to the evils ,vhich arose fronl a systen1 of sacri- 
ficing the being of that country to the advantage of 
this. They entered very readily into the former, but 
with regard to the latter ,vere slo,v and incredulous. 
It is not. therefore, extraordinary that the Company 
should endeavor to ingratiate thenlselves with the 
public by falling in with its prejudices. Thus they 
were led to increase the grievance in order to allay 
the clan10r. They continued still, upon a larger 
scale, and stillinore systeillatically, that plan of con- 
duct which ,va
 the principal, though 110t the most 
biaillcd, cause of the decay and depopulation of the 
country COllullitted to their ('are. 
1Yith that view, and to furnish a cheap supply 
of lllaterials to the 111anufactures of England, they 
formed a schenle .which tended to destroy, or at least 
essentially to ilnpair, the .whole lnanufacturillg inter- 
est of Bengal. ..1. policy of that sort could not fail 
of heing highly popular, when the Conlpany subn1Ït- 
ted itself as an instrulllent for the improvement of 
British Inallufactures, instead of being their 1110st 
dangerous rival, as heretofore they had been always 
rep resell ted. 
They accordingly notified to their Presidency in 
Bengal, in their letter of the 17th of J\Iarch, 1769, 
that" there was no branch of their trade they more 
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ardently ,vish to extend than that of raw silk." They 
disclaÏ1n, how\
'Ter, all desire of elnploying compul- 
sory 1neasures for that purpose, Lut reCOll1lnended ev- 
ery lnode of encouragCluent, and p
l.tie.ularly by aug- 
Inented ,vages, " in ortle}' to indllce <JJ1(tJuifacturers of 

()rougltt silk to quit that branch arul take to tlte winding 
of raw silk." . 
IInxing thus found 111eans to dra,v hands fron1 the 
111anufacture, and confiding in the strength of a capi- 
tal drawn from the public revenues, they pursue their 
ideas fro1l1 the purchase of their lnanufacture to the 
purchase of the Inaterial in its crudest state. " We 
recomnlend you to give an increased price, if neces- 
sary, so as to take that trade out of the hands of other 
rnerchants and rival nations." .6.\ double bounty 'vas 
thus given against the 111anufactures, both in the la- 
bor and in the 111aterials. 
I t is very reinarkable in what 111al1ner their vehe- 
ment pursuit of this object led the Directors to a 
speedy oblivioil of those equitable correctives before 
interposed by then1, in order to prevent the lnischiefs 
which ,vere apparent in the scheu1e, if left to itself. 
They could venture so little to trust to the bounties 
given fron1 the revenues a trade ,vhich had a ten- 
dency to dry up their source, that, by the tjlne they 
had proceeded to the thirty-third paragraph of their 
letter, they revert to those very c0111}Julsory Ineans 
which they had disciaiined but three paragraphs be- 
fore. To pre,cnt silk-,vinders froln working in their 
private houses, where they n1ight ,york for private 
traders, and to confine the1n to the COlnpany's facto- 
ries, where they could only Le e1l1ploycd for the Con1- 
pany's benefit, they de
ire that the newly acquired 
power of goVel'lnllcnt should be effectually elnployed. 
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"Should," say they, "this practice, through inatten- 
tion, ha\e been suffered to Úlke place again, it ,vill be 
proper to put a stop to it, "which Inay now be more ef- 
fectually done by an absolute pro7ti
ition, under severt 
penaltie
, by the authority of goverJllllelzt." 
This letter contains a perfect plan of policy, both 
of cOlnpulsion and encouragelncll t, which HUlst in a 
very con
iderable degree operate destructÏ\
e1y to the 
nlfinufactures of Bengal. Its effect 111ust be (so far 
as it çould operate without being eluded) to change 
the whule face of that industrious eoulltry, in order 
to render it a field for the produce of erude Inaterials 
subservient to the Inanufactures of Great Britain. 
The manufacturing hands were to be seduced fron1 
their 100111s by high wages, in order to prepare a raw 
prod uce for our n1arket; they ,vere to be locked 
up in the factories; and the conuTIodity acquired by 
these operations was, in this in11n:Jture state, ca.rried 
out of the country, "whilst its 100n1s would be left 
without any material but the debased refuse of a 
D1arket enhanced in its price and scanted in its 
supply. By the increase of the price of this and 
other 111aterials, Inanufactures fonnerly the nlost 
flourishing gradually disappeared under the protec- 
tion of Great Britain, and were seen to rise again 
and flourish on the opposite coast of India, under the 
don1Ìnion of the 
Iahrattas. 
These restraints and encouragell1ents SeelTI to have 
had the desired effect in Bengal wi th regard to the 
diversion of labor froll1 luanufacture to n1aterials. 
The trade of raw silk increased rapidly. But the 
Conlpany very soon felt, in the increase of price and 
debasenlcnt of quality of the 'wrought goods, a loss to 
thenlselves which fully counterbalanced all the advan- 



92 NINTH REPOR'r OF SELECT CO:\Il\IITTEE 


tages to be derived to the nation froll1 the increase of . 
the ra,v commodity. The necessary effect on the rev- 
enue was also foretold vcry early: for thcir servants 
in the principal silk-factories declared that the ob- 
struction to the private trade in silk must in the end 
prove detrimental to the revenues, and that the in- 
vcstnlent clashes with the collection of these rev- 
enues. Whatsoever by bounties or Ï111munities is 
encouraged out of a landed revenue has certainly 
some tendency to lessen the net anlount of tha.t rev- 
enue, and to forward a produce which does not yield 
to the gross collcction, rather than oue that does. 
The Directors declare thelllselvcs unable to under- 
stand how this could be. Perhaps it was not so dif- 
ficult. But, pressed as they were by the greatness 
of the payments which they were conlpelled to nlake 
to governll1ent in England, the cries of Bengal could 
not be heard anlong the contending claims of the 
General Court, of the Treasury, and of Spitalfields. 
The speculation of the Directors was originally fair 
and plausible, - so far as the luere encouragement 
of the cOllllnodity extended. Situated as they .were, 
it was hardly in their power to stop thenlselves in the 
course they had begun. They were obliged to con- 
tinue their resolution, at any hazard, in'creasing the 
investment. "The state of our affairs," say they, 
"requires the utmost cxtension of your illYCstlncnts. 
You are not to forbear sending even thosc sorts wl"Ù'h 
are attended with loss, in case such should be ncces- 
sary to supply an investlncllt to as great an an10unt 
as you can provide fronz your own resource

. and we 
have not the least doubt of )Tour being thcreby ena- 
blcd to increase your con
ignnlcnts of this valuable 
branch of national COlnU1crce, cven to thc utlnost of 
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your wishes. But it is our positive order that no part 
of such investment be provided with borro,yed money 
which is to be repaid by di"Cifts upon our trea.su1"Y in 
London
. since the license which has already been 
taken in this respect has involved us in difficulties 
which we yet know not how we shall surn10unt." 
This very instructive paragraph lays open the true 
origin of the internal decay of Bengal. The trade 
and revenues of that country were (as the then sys- 
tern n1ust necessarily have been) of secondary consid- 
eration at best. Present supplies were to be obtained, 
and present delnands in England were to be avoided, 
at every expense to Bengal. 
The spirit of increasing the investn1ent from rev- 
enue at any rate, and the resolution of driving all 
con1petitors, Europeans or natives, out of the market, 
prevailed at a period still more early, and prevailed 
not only in J?engal, but seen1S, n10re or less, to have 
diffused itself through the whole sphere of the Com- 
pany's influence. In 1768 they gave to the Presi- 
dency of 
Iadras the following memorable instruc- 
tion, strongly declaratory of their general system of 
policy. 
"'Ve shall depend upon your prudence," say they, 
"to discourage foreigners; and being intent, as you 
have been repeatedly acquainted, on bringing hOlne 
as great a part of the revenues as possible in your 
Inanufactures, the outbidding them in those parts 
".here they interfere with you would certainly prove 
an effectual step for answering that end. We there- 
fore recomlnend it to you to offer such increase of 
price as you shall deem may be consistently given.- 
that, by beating them out of the market, the quanti- 
ties by you to be provided Inay be proportionabl)' 
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enlarged; and if you take this 111ethod, it is to be 
so cautiously practised as not to enhance the prices 
in the places ilnmediately under your control. On 
this subject we must not olnit the approval of your 
prohibiting the weavers of Cuddalore fron1 111aking up 
any cloth of the sa1l1e sortments that are provided 
for us; and if such prohibition is not now, it should 
by all 111eans be in future, made general, and strictly 
rnainta ined." 
This system must have an imn1ediate tendency 
towards disordering the trade of India, and Inust 
finally end in great detrin1ent to the Con1pany itself. 
The effect of the restrictive system on the weaver is 
evident. The authority given to the servants to buy 
at an advanced price did of necessity furnish n1eans 
and excuses for every sort of fraud in their purchases. 
The instant the servant of a merchant is adn1itted on 
his own judgn1ent to overbid the Inarket, or to send 
goods to his master ,vhich shall sell at' loss, there is 
no longer any standard upon which his unfair prac- 
tices can be esti1l1ated, or any effectual n1eans by 
which they can be restrained. The hope entertained 
by the Directors, of confining this destructive practice 
of giving an enhanced price to a particular. spot, lllust 
ever be found totally delusive. Speculations will 
be affected by this artificial price in every quarter 
in ,vhich 111arkets can have the least eOlnn1unication 
with eaeh other. 
In a very few years the Court of Directors began 
to feel, even in Leadenhall Street, the effects of trad- 
ing to loss upon the revenues, e
pecially on those of 
Bengal. In the letter of Fehruary, 1774, they ob- 
serve, that, "looking back to their accounts for the 
four preceding years, on several of the descriptions 
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of silk there has he en an hU'l"ea.sin!} los.
, instead of 
any alteration for the better in the last year's produc- 
tions. This," they say, 
'threatens the destruction 
of that valuable branch of national cOln111crce." And 
then they recollunelld SlU:lt regulatioìl8 (as if regula- 
tions in that state of things could be of any service) 
a
 Inay obtain ,.. a profit in future, instead of so con- 
siderable a loss, which l.ce Clln no longer su.stoiJl." 
Your ConunÏttee thought it necessary to inquire 
into the lo
ses which had actually been suffered by 
this ullnatural forced trade, and find the los
 so ear- 
ly as the season of 1776 to be 77,650l., that in the 
year 1777 it arose to 1G8,20t)l. This was so great that 
worse could hardly be apprehended: howe'
er, in the 
season of 1778 it alnonnted to 255,070l. In 1.79 it 
was not so ruinously great, because the .whole ÌI11port 
was not so considerable; but it still stood enorl11ously 
high, - so high as 141,800l. In the whole four years 
it caIne to 642,7 25l. The obser,ations of the Direc- 
tors were found to .be fully verified. It is .relnarkable 
that the same article in the China trade produced 
a con
ideraLle and uniforl11 profit. On this circu1l1- 
stance little observation is ne<:essBry. 
During tbe tÌlne of their struggles for enlarging 
this losing trade. which they considered as a national 
object, - ,rhat ill one point of view" it was, and, if it 
had not been gros
ly nlÌsnlanaged, Inight have been 
in 1110re than one, - in this part it is ÌInpossible to 
refuse to the Directors a very great share of merit. 
.Ko degree of thought, of trouble. or of rea
ollable ex- 
pCll
e was spared by thCI11 for the ÏtnIJl'O\
Clucllt of the 
cOllllnodity. They fralned with diligence. and appar- 
. cndy on ,ery good inforlnation, a code of nUlllufactur- 
iug regulations for that purpose; and several per- 
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sons were sent out, conversant in the Italian Inethod 
of preparing and \vinding silk, aided' by proper Ina- 
chines for facilitating and perfecting the work. This, 
under proper care, and in course of tinle, n1Ïght have 
produced a real inlproveillent to Bengal; but in the 
first instance it naturally drew the business fronl na- 
tive lllanagement, and it caused a revulsion frolll tHe 
trade and manufactures of India ,vhich led as natu- 
rally and inevitably to an European lllonopoly, in 
sonle hands or other, as any of the nlodes of coer. 
cion ,vhich were or could be elnployed. The evil ,vas 
present and inherent in the act. The 111eans of let- 
ting the natives into the benefit of the Ï1nprovcd sys- 
tenl of produce was likely to be counteracted by the 
general ill conduct of the Company's concerns abroad. 
For a ,vhile, at least, it had an effect still 'worse: for 
the Company purchasing the raw cocoon or 
ilk-pod 
at a fixed rate, the first producer, who, ,vhilst he could 
,vind at his own house, eillployed his fainily in this 
labor, and. could procure a reasonable livelihood by 
buying up the cocoons for the Italian filature, now in- 
curred the enornlOUS and ruinous loss of fifty pel' cent. 
This appears in a letter to the Presidency, \vritten by 
l\fr. Boughton Rouse, now a melnber of your C0111- 
n1Ïttee. But for a long tinle a considerable quantity 
of that in the old Bengalillode of winding was bought 
for the Conlpany fronl contractors, and it continues to 
be so bought to the present tinle: but the Directors 
cOlnplain, in their letter of the 12th of 
Iay, 1780, that 
both species, and particularly the latter, had risen so 
extravagantly that it was becoille 11lore than forty per 
cent dearer than it had been fifteen years ago. In 
that state of price, they cOlldeilln their servants, very 
justly, for entering into contracts for three years,- 
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and that for several kinds of silk, of very different 
goodness. upon aVflrages unfairly fornled, where the 
conllnodities averaged at an equal price differed fron} 
twenty to thirty per cent on the sale. Soon after, 
they fonned a regular scale of fixed prices, above 
,,
þich they found they could not trade ,vithout loss. 
"\Yhilst they were continuing these nlethods to se- 
cure thelnseh
es against future losses; the Bengal f'hips 
which arriyed in that year announced nothing but 
their continuance. Sonle articles by the high price, 
and others from their ill quality, were such" as nev- 
er could answer to be f'ent to Europe at any price." 
The Directors renew their prohibition of nlaking fresh 
contracts, the present being generally to expire in 
the year 1781. But this trade, whose fundanlel1Íal 
policy nlight have adn1Ïtted of a doubt, as applied 
to Bengal, (whatever it might have been with regard 
to England,) was now itself expiring in the hands 
of the COlnpany, so that they were obliged to apply 
to governnlent for power to enlarge their capacity of 
receiving bills upon Europe. The purchase by these 
bills they entirely divert from raw silk, and order 
to be laid out wholly in piece-goods. 
Thus, ha\ing found by experience that this trade, 
.whilst carried on upon the old principles, of what- 
eyer advantage it Inight have been to the British 
nlallufacturers, or to the individuals who ,yere con- 
cerned in it in Bengal, had proved highly detrÏ1nen- 
tal to the Conlpany, the Directors resolved to expunge 
the raw silk from their investnlent. They gave up 
the ,"fhole to private traders, on condition of paying 
the freight, charges, and duties, - permitting thel11 
to send it to Europe in the Company's ships upon. 
their OW11 account. 
VOL. YlII. 7 
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The whole of this history will serve to den10nstrate 
that all atteInpt

 which in their original systeln or 
in their necc
sary consequences tend to the distre
s 
of India, lnnst, and iil a very short time will, Inake 
then1sehTe
 felt even by those in .whose favor such at- 
tCInpt
 haye heen Inac1e. India luay po
sibly in SOlne 
future tin
e hear aud support itself under an extrac- 
tion of Ineasure [treasure?] Jr of goods: but much 
care ought to be taken that the influx of ,ycalth shall 
be greater in quantity and prior in tin1e to the waste. 
On abandoning the trade in silk to private hands, 
the Directors i
sucd S0111e prohibitions to prevent 
Inollopoly, and they gave f;OIne directions about the 
improvement of the trade. The prohibitions were 
proper, and the directions prudent; but it is n1uch 
to be feared, that, whilst all the Ineans, instruments, 
and powers remain, hy which Inonopolies ,yere made, 
and through .which abuses fOrInerly prevailed, all 
verbal orders will be fruitless. 
This branch of trade, being so long principally man- 
aged hy the Company's 
ervants for the COlnpallY and 
under it
 authority, call not he easily taken out of 
their hands and pa
s to the natives, especially ,vhen it 
is to be' carried on without the control naturally in- 
herent in all participation. It if; not difficult to con- 
ceive how this forced preference of traffic in a raw com- 
modity mu
t have injured the manufactures, while it 
was the policy of thc COlnpany to eontinne the trade 
on their own account. The servants, so far froin de- 
viating froln their eourse, since they have taken the 
trade into their o,vn Inanngclncnt, have gone Iuuch 
further into it. The proportion of ra\y silk in the in- 
vestlnent is to be augLnented. The proportion of the 
whole cargoes for the year 1783, divided into sixteen 
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parts, is ten of raw silk, and six only of 11lallufactured 
goods. Such is the proportion of this losing article 
in the 
cheme for the investment of private fortunes. 
In the reforll1ed scheme of sending the investment 
on account of the Company, to be paid in bills upon 
Europe, no lnention is Inade of any change of these 
proportions. Indeed, sonle limits are attempted on 
the article of silk, with regard to its price; and it is 
not Ï1l1probable that the price to the 11laster and the 
servant .will be very different: but they cannot make 
profitable purchases of this article without strongly 
condemning all the former purchases of the Board of 
Trade. 


CLOTHS, OR PIECE-GOODS. 


THE general systen1 above stated, relative to the silk 
trade, lllust materially have affected the n1anufactures 
of Bengal, n1erely as it was a system of preference. 
It does by no means satisfactorily appear to your 
C0111mittee that the freedo111 held out by the COln- 
pallY's various orders has been ever fully enjoyed, or 
that the grievances of the native merchants and man- 
ufacturers have been redre
sed; for we find, on good 
authority, that, at that very period at which it might 
be 
upposed that these orders had their operation, the 
oppre5
ions were in full vigor. They appear to have 
fallen heaviest on the city of Dacca, forlnerly the 
great staple for the finest goods in India, - a place 
once full of opulent 11lerchants and dealers of all de- 

criptions. 
The city and di
trict of Dacca, before the prev- 
alence of the Ea
t India Con1pany's influence and 
authority, manufactured annually to about three 
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hundred thousand pounds' value in cloths. In the 
year 1776 it had fallen to about two hundred thou- 
sand, or two thirds of its former produce. Of this 
the Con1pany's delnand amounted only to a fourth 
part, that is, about fifty thousand pounds yearly. 
This was at that till1e provided by agents for the 
COll1pany, under the inspection of their conunercial 
seryants. On pretence of securing an advantage for 
this fourth part for their masters, they exerted a 1110st 
violent and arbitrary power over the whole. It was 
asserted, that they fixed the Company's ll1ark to such 
goods as they thought fit, (to all goods, as stated in 
one c01l1plaint,) and disposed of them as they thought 
proper, excluding not only all the native dealers, but 
the Dutch Company, and private English merchants, 
- that they ll1ade advances to the weavers often be- 
yond their known ability to repay in goods within the 
year, and by this means, having got them in debt, 
held them in perpetual servitude. Their inability 
to keep accounts left them at the discretion of the 
agents of the supreme power to make their balances 
what they pleased, and they recovered them, not by 
legal process, but by seizure of their goods and ar- 
bitrary hnprisonment of their persons. One and the 
saIne dealer Inade the advance, valued the return, 
stated the account, passed the judglnent, and exe- 
cuted the process. 

Ir. Rouse, Chief of the Dacca Province, ,vho strug- 
gled against those evils, says, that in the year 1773 
there ,vere no balances due, as the trade was then 
carried on by the native brokers. In less than three 
years these balances all10unted to an ill1mense sum, 
- a SUll1 lost to the Company, but existing in full 
force for every purpose of oppression. In the amount 
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of these balances almost every weaver in the country 
bore a part, and consequently they were almost all 
caught in this snare. "They are in general," says 
Mr. Rouse, in a letter to General Clavering, deliv- 
ered to your Committee, "a tilnid, helpless people; 
lnany of then1 poor to the utlnost degree of ,vretched- 
ness; incapable of keeping accounts; industrious as 
it were by instinct; unable to defend theillseives, if 
oppressed; and satisfied, if with continual labor they 
derive from the fair dealing and IUllnanity of their em- 
ployer a moderate subsistence for their families." 
Such were the people who stood accused by the 
COlllpany's agents as pretendl
ng grievances, in order 
to be excused the paYlnent of their balances. ÅS to 
the cOlnlnercial state of the province in general, 
Ir. 
Rouse represents it "to be for these two years a 
perpetual scene of cOlnplaint and disputation; - the 
COlnpany's agents professing to pay higher rates to 
. weavers, ,vhilst the Leadenhall sales showed an heavy 
loss to the COlllpany; the weavers have even travel- 
led in multitudes to prefer their cOlnplaints at the 
Presidency; the amount of the investment compar- 
atively slnall, with balances cOlnparatively large, and, 
as I understand, generally contested by the weavers; 
the native Inerchants, called delâls, removed from 
their influence, as prejudicial to the COlnpany's con- 
cerns; and European n1erchants cOlllplaining against 
undue influence of the Company's comlnercial agents, 
in preventing the free purchase even of those goods 
which the Con1pany never takes." 
The spirit of those agents will be fully compre- 
hended frotll a state of the proceedings before 1.11'. 
Rouse and Council, on the cOlnplaint of a 
lr. Cree, 
an English free n1ercbant at Dacca, who had been 
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twice treated in the saIne injurious manner by the 
agents of 
fr. Hurst, the COllllnercial Chief at that 
place. On his cOlllplaint to the board of the seizure 
of the goods, and irnpriSOnnleIlt of his agents, 
Ir. 
Hurst ,vas called upon for an explanation. In re- 
turn he infornled them that he had sent to one of the 
villages to inquire concerning the Blatter of fact al- 
leged. The irnpartial person sent to 11lake this in- 
quiry was the very 11lan accused of the oppressions 
into ,vhich he was sent to exalnine. The answer of 

Ir. Hurst is in an high and detern1Ïned tone. He 
does not deny that there are SOlne instances of abuse 
of power. "But I ask," says he, "what authority 
can guard against the conduct of individuals? but 
that a single instance cannot be brought of a general 
depravity." Your Comnlittee have reason to believe 
these coercive measures to have been very general, 
though employed according to the degree of resist- 
ance opposed to the monopoly; for we find at one 
tÏIne the whole trade of the Dutch involved in the 
general servitude. But it appears very extraordinary 
that nothing but the actual proof of a general abuse 
could affect a practice the very principle of which 
tends to nlake the coercion as general as the trade. 

Ir. Hurst's reflection concerning the abuse of author- 
ity is just, but in this case it is altogether inapplica- 
ble; because thè cOIn plaint was not of the abuse, but 
of the use of authority in matters of trade, ,vhich 
ought to have been free. He throws out a variety of 
in vidious reflections against the Council, as if they 
wanted zeal for the COlllpany's service; his justifica- 
tion of his practices, and his declaration of his res- 
olution to persevere in thern, are firnl and ùeter- 
nlÎned , - asserting the right and policy of such l'e
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straints, and laying down a rule for his conduct at 
the factory, which, he says, will give no cause of just 
cOlnplaint to private traùers. lIe adds, "I have no 
doubt but that they have hitherto provided invest- 
mcut-"" and it cannot turn to IllY interest to preclude 
thel11 nou.:, though I lllust ever think it IllY duty to 
cOinbat the private views of individuals who set them- 
selves up as competitors under that very body under 
whose license and indulgence only they can derivé 
their privilege of trade: all I contend for is the saoze 
influence 111Y elnployers have ever had." He .ends by 
declining any reply to any of their future references 
of this nature. 
The whole of this extraordinary letter is inserted in 
the ....\ppendix, Xo. 51, - and )11'. Rouse's lllinute of 
observations' upon it ill _\.ppendix, 
 o. 52, fully refut- 
ing the few pretexts alleged in that extraordinary per- 
forrnance in support of the trade by influence and 
authority. )11'. Hollond, one of the Council, joined 

lr. Rou
e in opinion that a letter to the purport of 
that lllinute should be .written; but they .were over- 
ruled by )108srs. Purling, IIogarth, and Shakespeare, 
,,'ho passed a re
olution to defer sending any reply to 
. 
Ir. IJurst: anù none was ever sent. Thus they gave 
countenance to the doctrine contained in that letter, 
as well as to the n1Ïschievous practices wl1Ìch Inu
t in- 
evitably arise froln the exercise of such pow'er. SOine 
temporary and partial relief was given by the vigor- 
ous exertions of )11'. Rouse; but he shortly after 
rel1lo\"illg froln that governnlent, all complaints were 
dropped. 
It is renlarkable, that, during the long and wanTI 
contest between the C(HUpany's agents 
nd the dealers 
of Dacca, the Board of Trade Seell1 to have taken a de- 
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cided part' against the latter. They allow" SOlne sort 
of justice in the c0111plaints of the Inanufacturers \vith 
regard to low valuation, and other particulars; but 
they say, that, " although" (during the time of pre- 
enlption) "it appears that the weavers were not al- 
lowed the same libert,1j of selling to individuals tlwy be- 
fore enJoyed, our opinion on the whole is, that these 
cornplaints have originated upon the premeditated de- 
signs of the delâls [factors or brokers] to thwart the 
new 1node of carrying on the COlnpany's business, and 
to render thenzselves necessary." They say, in another 
place, that there is no ground for the dissatisfactions 
and difficulties of the \veavers: "that they are owing 
to the delâls, u}hose aim ,it is to be employed." 
This desire of being elnployed, and of rendering 
themselves necessary, in Inen \vhose only business it 
is to be employed in trade, is considered by the gen- 
tlemen of the board as no trivial offence; and ac- 
cordingly they declare, "they have established it as 
an invariable rule, that, whatever deficiency there 111ight 
be in the Dacca investlnent, no purchase of the lnan- 
ufactures of that quarter shall be made for account 
of the COlnpany froln private n1erchants. 'Ve have 
passed this resolution, which we deeln of importance,' 
froln a persuasion that private merchants are often 
induced to lnake advances for Dacca goods, not by 
the ordinary chance of sale, but merely fron1 an 
expectation of disposing of theln at an enhanced 
price to the Company, against whom a rivalsldp is by 
this manner encouraged"; and they say, " that they 
intend to observe the sanze rule with respcct to the 
investmcnt of other of the factories from whence sim- 
ilar cOlnplaints may come." 
This positive rule is opposed to the positive direc- 
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tions of the Company to e111ploy those obnoxious per- 
sons bf preference. How far this violent use of au- 
thority for the purpose of destroying rivalship has 
succeeded in reducing the price of goods to the Com- 
pany has been made manifest by the facts before 
stated in their place. 
The recrilninatory charges of the Company's agents 
on the native 11lerchant
 have nlRde very little Ï1n- 
pression on your COlnnlittee. We have nothing in 
favor of thenl but the assertion of a party powerful 
and interested. In such cases of mutual assertion 
and denial, your COlllmittee are led irresistibly to 
attach abuse to power, and to presurne that suffering 
and hardship are 1110re likely to attend on weakness 
than that any combination of unprotected individuals 
is of force to prevail over influence, power, wealth, 
and authority. The cOlllplaints of the native mer- 
chants ought not to have been treated in any of those 
IHode::, in ,,"hich they \\-#ere then treated. .Ånd when 
IneH are in the situation of cOlllplainants against un- 
bounded power, their abandoning their suit is far 
fron1 a full and clear proof of their complaints being 
groundless. It is not because redress has been ren- 
der
d Ï1npracticable that oppression does not exist; 
nor is the despair of sufferers any alleviation of 
their afflictions. A review of SOlne of the n10st re- 
111arkable of the cOlllplaints made by the native nler- 
chants in that province is so essential for laying open 
the true spirit of the cOl1unercial adn1inistration, and 
the real condition of those concerned in trade there, 
that your Comn1Íttee observing the records on this 
subject and at this period full of thel11, they could 
not think thell1selves justifiable in not stating them 
to the Housp- 
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Your C011lll1ittee haye found lllany heavy charges 
of oppression against 
Ir. Barwell, whilst Factory 
Chief at Dacca; ,vhich oppre

ions are stated to have 
continued, and eyen to have been ag'gravated, on 
c01l1plaint at Calcutta. These cOlnplaints appear in 
several 111enlOrials pre
ented to the Sllpre111e Council 
of Calcutta, of ,vhich ':\[1'. Darwell was a llle1nher. · 
They appeared yet 1nore fully and 1110re strongly 
in a bill in Chancery filed in the Snpren1e Court, 
which ,vas afterwards recorded before the Governor- 
General and Council, and transn1Ïtted to the Court 
of Directors. 
Your Conlluittee, struck with the Inagnitude and 
importance of these charges, and finding that with 
regard to those before the Council no regular in- 
vestigation has ever taken place, and finding also 
that 
Ir. Harwell had asserted in a 
Iinute of Coun- 
cil that he had given a full ans.wer to the allegations 
in that Lill, ordered a copy of the answer to be laid 
before your Con11nittee, that they lllight be enabled 
to state to the IIollf'e how' far it appeared to them 
to be full, ho\\r far the charges were denied as to 
the fact, or, ,vhere the facts rr1Ïght be adlnitted, what 
justification was set up. It appeared necessary, in 
order to detel'lninc on the true situation of the trade 
and the Inerchants of that great city and district. 
The Secretary to the Court of Directors has in- 
forll1ed your Conunittee that no copy of the answer 
is to be found in the India House; nor has your 
Committee been able to discover that any has been 
transn1Ïtted. On thif' failure, your COllllllittee or- 
dered au application to Le luade to 
Ir. Bar,vell for 
a copy of his answer to the bill, and any other in- 
for1llation with which he n1Ïght Le furnished with 
regard to that subject. 
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Ir. Barwell, after reciting the above letter, re- 
turned in answer what follo\vs. 
"Whether the records of the Suprenle Court of 
Judicature are lodged at the India IIouse I am ig- 
norant, but on those records lny answer is certainly 
to be fouud. .á.t this distance of tillle I am 
orry 
I caÍlnot from Inelllory recoyer the circumstances 
of this affair; but this I kno\v, that the bill did re- 
ceive a cOlllplete answer, and the people the fullest 
satisfaction: nor is it necessary for nle to remark, 
that [in? ] the state of parties at that tilDe in Bengal, 
could party have brought forward any particle of that 
bill supported by any yerified fact, the principle that 
introduced it in the proceedings of the Governor- 
General and Council would like\vise have given the 
verification of that one circuillstance, whatever that 
nlight have been. ..A.s I generally attend in Iny 
place in the House, I shall with pleasure ans\ver 
any invitation of the gentlemen of the Conlnlittee to 
attend their investigations up stairs ""ith every in- 
fornlation and light in my power to give them. 
" St. James's Square, 15th April, 1783." 


Your COlllmittee considered, that, with regard to 
the nlatter charged in the several petitions to the 
board, no ::5ort of specific answer had. Leen given at 
the time and place where they \vere made, aud when 
an<.l "rhere the parties 111ight be exan1Íned and con- 
fronted. It was considereù abo, that the bill had 
been transmitted, with other papers relating to the 
same Illatter, to the Court of Directors, ,,-ith the 
knowledge and consent of )11'. Barwell, - and that 
he states that his answer had been filed, and no pro- 
ceedings had upon it for eighteen months. In that 
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ituation it was thought sonlething extraordinary 
that no care was taken by hiln to translnit so essen- 
tial a paper as his answer, and that he had no copy 
of it in his hands. 
Your Committee, in this difficulty, thought theln- 
selves obliged to decline any verbal explanation froln 
the person ,vho is defendant in the suit, relative to 
luatters which on the part of the cOlnplainant appear 
upon record, and to leave the whole n1:1tter, as it is 
charged, to the judglnent of the House to deterlnine 
how far it may be worthy of a further inquiry, or how 
far they 111ay adlnit such allegations as your C01111nit- 
tee could not think themselves justified in -receiving. 
To this effect your COlnmittee ordered a letter to be 
written Mr. Barwell; from whom they received the 
following answer. 


" SIR, -- In consequence of your letter of the 17th, 
I must request the favor of you to inform the Select 
Committee that I expect from their justice, on any 
matter of public record in which I an1 personally to 
be brought forward to the notice of the House, that 
they will at the same time point out to the House 
what part of such Inatter has been verified, and ,vhat 
parts have not nor ever were attempted to be veri- 
fied, though introduced in debate and entered on the 
records of the Governor-General and Council of Ben- 
gal. I am anxious the information should be com- 
plete, or the Ilouse will not be competent to judge; 
and if it is complete, it will preclude all explanation 
as unnecessary. 


" I am, Sir, 
" Your Inost obedient Inunble servant, 
" RICHARD HARWELL. 
II St. James's Square, 22nd Aprilt 1783. 
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"P. S. As I am this 1110111ent returned from the 
country, I had it not in my power to be earlier in 
acknowledging your letter of the 17th." 


Your Committee applied to 
Ir. Barwell to com- 
municate any papers which might tend to the elu- 
cidation of lllatters before then1 in which he was 
concerned. This he has declined to do. Your COln- 
nlittee conceive that under the orders of the House 
they are by no means obliged to make a conlplete 
state of all the evidence which Inay tend to crin1inate 
or exculpate every person \vhose transactions they 
may find it expedient to report: this, if 110t specially 
ordered, has not hitherto been, as they apprehend, 
the usage of any committee of this House. It is not 
for your Comn1Ïttee, but for the discretion of the 
party, to call for, and for the wisdom of the House to 
institute, such proceedings as may tend finally to con- 
delnn or acquit. The Reports of your COlllmittee 
are no charges, though they may possibly furnish 
'Jnatter for charge; and no representations or obser- 
vations of theirs can either 'clear or convict on any 
proceeding which may hereafter be grounded on the 
facts \vhich they produce to the House. Their opin- 
ions are not of a judicial nature. Your Committee 
has taken abundant care that every important fact in 
their Report should be attended with the authority 
for it, either in the course of their reflections or in 
the .1.ppendix: to report everything upon every sub- 
ject before them which is to be found on the rec- 
ords of the Conlpany 'would be to transcribe, and in 
the event to print, almost the whole of those volumi- 
nous papers. The matter which appears before them 
is in a summary manner this. 
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The Dacca 111erchants begin by complaining that 
in November, 1773, 
fr. Richard Harwell, then Chief 
of Dacca, had deprived them of their en1ploYI11ent 
and lneaus of subsistence; that he had extorted from 
thell1 4-1,224 Arcot rupees (
,731l.) by the terror of 
his threats, by long Ï111prisonn1ent, and cruel confine- 
men t in the stocks; that afterwards they were con- 
fined in a small 1"00111 near tho factory-gate, under 
a guard of sepoys; that their food was stopped, and 
they remained starving a .whole day; that they \vere 
not pe

mitted to take their food till next day at 
noon, and were again brought back to the saIne con- 
finement, in which they ,vere continued for six days, 
and were not ::set at liberty until they had given 

fr. Barwell's banian a certificate for forty thousand 
rupees; that in July, 1774, when1tfr. Barwell had 
left Dacca, they went to Calcutta to seek justice; 
that 
lr. Bar\vell confined them in his house at Cal- 
cutta, and sent them back under a guard of peons to 
Dacca; that in Deceu1ber, 1774, on the arrival of the 
gentlemen fr0111 Europe.' they returned to Calcutta, 
and preferred their complaint to the Suprel11e Court 
of J udicatnre. 
The bill in Chancery filed against Richard Bar- 
well, John ðhakespeare, and others, contains a mi- 
nute specification of the various acts of personal cru- 
elty said to be practised by 
lr. Barwell's orders, to 
extort 1110ncy froll1 these people. . AlTIOng other acts 
of a similar nature he is charged with having ordered 
the appraiser of the COlupallY's cloths, who 'vas an 
old nlan, and who asserts that he had faithfully 
served the Conlpany above sixteen years without 
the least censure on his conduct. to be severely 
flogged \vitl1out reaSOJl. 
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In the 'ììzanner of confining the delâls, with ten of 
their ser'
ants, it is charged on him, that, " Whfll1 he 
first ordered then1 to be put into the stocks, it was 
at a tiIne when the .weather ,vas exceedingly bad 
and the rain very heavy, without allowing- thel11 the 
lüast covering for their heads or any part of their 
body, or anything to raise thel11 from the wet ground; 
in which conditioll they were continued for Hlany 
hours, until the said Richard Barwell thought proper 
to renlove thenl into a far worse state, if possible, 
as if studying to exercise the n10st cruel acts of bar- 
barity on then1, &c.; and that during their in1pris- 
onment they .were frequently carried to and tortured 
in the stocks in the nlÎddle of the day, when tbe 
scorching heat of the sun .was insupportable, not,yith- 
standing which they were denied the least co\ering." 
These IneH assert that they had served the COl1lpa- 
ny "ithout blame for thirty years, - a period com- 
luencillg long before the power of the Company in 
Iudia. 
It was no !'light aggravation of this severity, that 
the objects were not young, nor of the lowest of 
the people, who l1light, by. the vigor of their consti- 
tutions, or hy the habits of hardship, be enabled to 
bear up agaillst treatIncnt so full of rigor. They 
w'ere aged persons; they were BleIl of a reputahle 
profession. 
The account giycn by these Inerchants of their first 
juurney to Calcutta. in July. 177-1, is circlln1
talltial 
und rÜluarkable. 'They 
ar, .
 that, on their arrival, 
to their a.':5tuIlÙslzment, they ...oon learned t!tat the Gov- 
enwr, zelw IlCul furmerly been viul(;utllJ enraged against 
the .
aid Richard Bal"ll'ell for different i/JljJJ'opJ'ietieð in 
l-ds cO/ltlud, was now recontiled to ltim
. and that eve'/' 
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since there was a certainty of his 11Iaiesty's appoint- 
ments taking place in India, frO'Jn being the most 'invet- 
erate enelnies they 'Were now become the most intirnate 
friends,. and that this octJount soon taught then
 to be- 
lieve they were not any nearer ;"ustice .fr01n their ;"our- 
ney to Oalcutta than they had been before at IJacca." 
When this bill of cOlnplaint ,vas, in 1776, laid be- 
fore the Council, to be transn1Ï tted to the Court of 
Directors, 
fr. Barwell complained of the introduc 
tion of such a paper, and asserted, that he had an- 
. swered to every particular of it on oath about eighteen 
'ì'JlOnths, and that during this long period no atten
pt 
had been made to controvert, 'refute, or even to reply 
to it. 
He did not, however, think it proper to enter his 
answer on the records along with the bill of whose 
introduction he complained. 
On the declarations lllade by Mr. Barwell in his 
minute (September, 1776) your Comn1Ïttee observe, 
that, considering him only as au individual under 
prosecution in a court of justice, it Inight be suffi- 
cient for him to exhibit his defence in the court 
where he was accused; but that, as a men1ber of 
govern111ent, specifically charged before that very 
government ,vith abusing. the powers of his office 
in a very extraordinary manner, and for purposes 

 
(as they allege) highly corrupt and criminal, it ap- 
pears to your COlllmittee hardly sufficient to say that 
he had answered elsewhere. The 11latter was to go 
before the Court of Directors, to whon1 the question 
of his conduct in that situation, a situation of the 
highest power and trust, \vas as Inuch at least a ques- 
tion of state as a Inatter of redress to be solely left 
to the discretion, capacity, or perseverance of il1di- 
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viduals. 
Ir. Barwell nlight possihly be generous 
enough to take no advantage of his en1Ïnent 
itua- 
tion; but these unfortunate people ,,
ol.lld rather look 
to his power than his di
position. In general, a man 
so cirrunlstallced and so charged (though we do not 
know thi
 to ue the case with 
Ir. Barwell) lllight 
easily contrive by legal advantages to escape. The 
plaintiffs being at a great distance from the seat of 
goyennnent, and possibly affected by fear or fatigue, 
or seeing the illlpossibility of sustaining with the 
ruins of fortunes ueyer perhaps very opulent a suit 
against wealth, power, and influence, a cOlllproluise 
might even take place, ill which circluustances n1Ïght 
l11ake the cOlllplainants gladly acquiesce. But the- 
public injury is not in the least repaired by the ac- 
quiescence of individuals, as it touched the honor of 
the very highest parts of governnlent. In the opin- 
ion of your COllullittee SOllle 111eanS ought to have 
been taken to bring the bill to a discussion on the 
illcrits; or supposing that such decree could not be 
obtained by reason of any failure of proceeding on 
the part of the plaïlltiffs, that SOlne process official or 
juridical ought to have been instituted against them 
which n1Ïght prove thenl guilty of slander and defa- 
illation in a::; authentic a ruanner as they had l1lade 
their charge, before the Council as well as the Court. 
Ey the detennination of )11'. Hurst, and the reso- 
lutions of the Board of Trade, it is Hluch to be ap- 
prehended that the native rnercantile interest lllust 
be exceedingly reduced. The above-luentiuned reso- 
lutions of the Board of Trade, if executed in their 
rigor, 11lu
t ahnost inevitably accolllplish its ruin. 
The subsequent trall
actiolls are covered with an 
obscurity ,,
hich your Conlluittee have not been able 
VOL. VIII. 8 
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to dispel. All ,vhich they can collect, but that by 
no 111eans distinctly, is, that, as those who trade for 
the COlnpany in the articles of investment lnay also 
trade for thelnseh
es in the same articles, the old op- 
portunities of confounding the capacities lnust 1'e- 
tnain, and all the oppressions by ,vhich this confusion 
has þeen attended. The C01l1pany's investl11ents, as 
the General Letter froln Bengal of the 20th of N oven1- 
})er, 1773, par. 28, states the n1atter, " are never at a 
stand; advances are lnade and goods are received all 
the year round." Balances, the grand instrtUl1ent of 
oppression, naturally accUl11ulate on poor n1anufactur- 
ers ,vho are intrusted ,vith 1110ncy. 'V here there is 
not a vigorous rivalship, hot only tolerated, but en- 
couraged, it is itnpossible ever to redeeln the Inanu- 
facturers frol11 the 
ervitude induced by those unpaid 
balances. 
No such rivalship does exist: the policy practised 
and avowed is directly against it. The reason as- 
signed in the Board of Trade's lotteI' of the 28th of 
November, 1778, for its n1aking their advances early 
in the season is, to prevent the foreign 111erchants 
and private traders interfering váth the purchase of 
their ( the Company's) assortlnents. " They also re- 
fer to the 111eans taken to prevent this interference in 
their letter of 26th January, 1779." It is Ì1npossi- 
LIe that the small part of the trade should not fall 
into the hands of tho
e who, \vith the nanle anù au- 
thority of the governing persons, have sl1,ch exteJlsi"-e 
contracts in their hands. It appears in evidence that 
natives can hardly trade to the best advantage, (your 
Comn1ittee douùt whether they can trade to any ad- 
,.antage at all,) if not joined with or countenanced 
Ly British suLjects. The Directors were ill 1775 so 
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strongly inlpressed wfth this notion, and conceived 
the native merchants to have been even then reduced 
to so low a state, that, notw-ithstanding the Com- 
pany's earnest desire of giving them a preference, 
they "doubt whether there are at this time in Ben- 
gal native nlerchants possessed of property adequate 
to such undertaking, or of credit and responsibility 
sufficient to 111ake it safe and prudent to trust them 
with such StUUS as Inight be necessary to enable them 
to fulfil their engagelnents with the Company." 
The effect which so long continued a monopoly, 
followed by a preënlption, and then by partial prefer- 
ences supported by power, must necessarily have in 
weakening the mercantile capital, and disabling the 
luerchan ts frolll aU undertakings of magnitude, is but 
too visible. However, a witness of understanding 
and credit does not believe the capitals of the natives 
to be yet so reduced as to disable them froln partak- 
ing in the trade, if they were otherwise able to put 
thelnselves on an equal footing with Europeans. 
The difficulties at the outset will, however, be con- 
siderable. For the long continuance of abuse has in 
some measure confornled the whole trade of the .coun- 
try to its false principle. To make a sudden change, 
therefore, lllight destroy the few advantages which at- 
tend any trade, without securing those which must 
flow from one established upon sound Inercantile 
principles, whenever such a trade can be established. 
The fact is, that the forcible direction which the trade 
of India has had towards Europe, to the neglect, or 
rather to the total abandoning, of the Asiatic, has of 
itself tended to carry even the internal business from 
the native merchant. The revival of trade in the na- 
tive hands is of absolute necessity; but your Com- 
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mittee is of opinion that it will rather be the effect 
of a regular progressive course of endeavors for that 
purpose than of anyone regulation, however wisely 
conceived. 
After this exanlination into the condition of the 
trade and traders in the principal articles provided 
for the investment to Europe, your COlnn1ittee pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration those articles the 
produce of which, after sale in Bengal, is to form a 
. 
part of the fund for the purchase of other articles of 
investment, or to make a part of it in kind. These 
are, 1st, Opium, - 2ndly, Saltpetre, - and, 3ràly, 
Salt. These are allinonopolized. 


OPIUM. 


THE first of the internal authorized monopolies is 
that of opiuln. This drug, extracted from a species 
of the poppy, is of extensive consunlption in most of 
the Eastern 11larkets. The best is produced in the 
province of Bahar: in Bengal it is of an inferior sort, 
though of late it has been iUlproved. This monopoly 
is to be traced to the very origin of our influence in 
Bengal. It is stated to have begun at Patna so early 
as the year 1761
 but it received no considerable de. 
gree of strength or consistence until the year 1765, 
when the acquisition of the Duanné opened a wide 
field for all projects of this nature. It was then 
adopted and owned as a resource for persons in 
office, - was managed chiefly by the civil servants of 
the Patlla factory, and for their own benefit. The 
policy was justified on the usual principles on ,vhich 
lTIOllOpolies are supported, and on SOlne peculiar to 
the e0l111l1oàity, to the nature of the trade, and to the 
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tatc of the country: the security against adultera 
tion; the prcycntion of the excessive home consump- 
tion of a pernicious drug; the stopping an excessivß 
conlpetition, which by an over-proportioned supply 
would at length destroy the n1arket abroad; the ina- 
bility of the cultivator to proceed in an expensive 
and precarious culture without a large advance of 
capital; and, lastly, the incapacity of private n1e1'- 
chants to supply that capital on the feeble security of 
wretched farmers. 
These were the principal topics on which the Ino- 
nopoly was supported. The last topic leads to a 
serious consideration on the state of the country; 
for, in pushing it, the gentlemen argued, that, in case 
such priyate Inerchants should advance the neceS5a- 
ry capital, the lower cultivators" would get '{;zone!} in 
abundance." Adluitting this fact, it seems to be a 
part of the policy of this monopoly to prevent the 
cultivator fro1l1 obtaining the natural fruits of his 
labor. Dealing with a private merchant, he could 
not get 'money in abundance, unless his commodity 
could produce an abundant profit. Further reasons, 
relatiye to the peace and good order of the province, 
.were assigned for thus preventing the course of trade 
froln the equitable distribution of the advantages of 
the produce, in which the first, the poorest, and the 
most laborious producer ought to have his first share. 
The cultivators, they add, would squander part of 
the money, and not be able to complete their engage. 
n1ents to the full; lawsuits, and even battles, would 
ensue between the factors, contending for a deficient 
produce; and the farmers would discourage the cul- 
ture of an object which brought so H1uch disturbance 
lito their è
;:
\.
-icts. This cOlupctition, the operation 
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of which they endeavor to prevent, is the natural cor
 
rective of the abuse, and the best remedy which could 
be applied to the disorder, even supposing its proba- 
ble existence. 
Upon whatever reasons or pretences the monopoly 
of opiuln "Tas supported, the real lnotive appears to 
be the profit of those who .were in hopes to be con- 
cerned in it. ..As these profits prolnised to be very 
considerable, at length it engaged the attention of 
the Company; and after lnany discussions, and vari- 
ous plans of application, it was at length taken for 
their benefit, and the produce of the sale ordered to 
be employed in the purchase of goods for their in- 
vestmen t. 
In the year 1773 it had been taken out of the 
hands of the Council of Patna, and leased to two of 
the natives, - but for a year only. The contractors 
were to supply a certain quantity of opÏlnn at a given 
price. Half the value 'vas to be paid to those con- 
tractors in advance, and the other half on the de- 
li very. 
The proceedings on this contract demonstrated the 
futility of all the principles on which the monopoly 
was founded. The Council, as a part of their plan, 
were obliged, by heavy duties, and by a limitation 
of the right'of emption of foreign opium to the con 
tractors for the h0111C produce, to check the influx 
of that comlnodity from the territories of the Nabob 
of Oude and the Rajah of Benares. In these coun- 
tries no monopoly existed; and yet there the conl- 
modity was of such a quality and so abundant as 
to bear the duty, and even with the duty in some 
degree to rival the lnonopolist even in his own luar- 
keto There was no complaint in those countries of 
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want of adyances to cultivators, or of lawsuits and 
tumults an10ng the factors; nor was there any ap- 
pearance of the lllultitude of other evils ,vhich had 
been so Inuch dreaded from the vivacity of compe- 
tition. 
On the other hand, several of the precautions in- 
serted in this con tract, and repeated in all the sub- 
sequent
 strongly indicated the evils against which 
it is extreluely difficult, if not impossible, to guard 
a 111onopoly of this nature and in that country. For 
in the first contract entered into with the two na- 
tives it was strictly forbidden to con1pel the tenant
 
to the cultivation of this drug. Indeed, very shock- 
ing rUlnOl'S had gone abroad, and they were aggra- 
vated by an opinion uIÜ,ersally prevalent, that, even 
in the season imlllediately following that dreadful 
fan1Ìne which swept off one third of the inhabitants 
of Bengal, seyeral of the poorer far111ers were C0I11- 
pelled to plough up the fields they had sown with 
grain in order to plant theln with voppies for the 
benefit of the engrossers of opÌllln. This opinion 
grew into a strong presulnption, w'hen it was seen 
that in the next year the produce of opiun1 (con- 
trary to ,vhat Inight be naturally expected in a year 
following such a dearth) was nearly doubled. It 
is true, that, when the quantity of land necessary for 
the produètion of the largest quantity of opiun1 is 
considered, it is not just to attribute that fan1Ìne to 
these practices, nor to any that were or could he 
used; yet, where such practices did prevail, they 
nlu
t have been very oppressÎye to indiyiduals, ex- 
trelnely insulting to the feelings of the people, and 
n1ust tend to Lring great and deser'
ed discredit on 
the British government. The English are a people 
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who appear in India as a conquering nation; all 
dealing with thelll is therefore, more or less
 a deal- 
ing with power. It is such ,vhen they trade on a 
private account; and it is lunch 1110re so ill auy 
authorized nlonopoly, ,vhere the hand of govern- 
mcnt, which ought never to appear but to protect, 
is felt as the illstrUll1Cllt in every act of oppre
sion. 
..A_buses lllUSt exist in a trade and a revenue so con- 
stituted, and there is no effectual cure for then1 but 
to entirely cut off their cause. 
Things continued in this train, until the great 
revolution in the COlnpany's goVerIllnent ,vas wrought 
by the Regulating Act of the thirteenth of the king. 
In 1775 the ne\v Council-General appointed by the 
act took this troublesome business again into con- 
sideration. General Clavering, Colonel }.Iollson, and 

Ir. Francis expressed such strong doubts of the 
propriety of this and of all othcr n10nopolics, that 
the Directors, in thcir lctter of the year following, 
left the Council at liberty to throw the trade open, 
under a duty, if they should find it practicable. 
But Gencral Clavering, who most severely censured 
1llonopoly in general, thought that this 1110nopoly 
ought to ùe retained, - but for a reason which shows 
his opinion of the wretched state of the country: for 
he supposed it Ï1npossible, with the power and in- 
fluence .which must attend British subjects in all 
their transactions, that lllonopoly could be avoided; 
and he preferred an avowed 1110nopoly, whieh brought 
benefit to government, to a 'Tirtual engrossing, at- 
tended with profit only to individuals. But in this 
opinion he did not seen} to be joined by 
Ir. Francis, 
who thought tho suppression of this and of all 1110- 
nopolies to be practicable, and strongly recom1nellded 
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their abolition in a plan sent to the Court of Di- 
rectors the year following.. 
The Council, howeyer, EubnIitting to the opinion 
of this necessity, enùeayored to render that dubious 
engagelnent as beneficial as possible to the Compa- 
ny. They began by putting up the contract to the 
hip:he
t bidder. The proposals .were to be sealed. 
"Thcn the seals canIe to be opened, a very extraor- 
dinary Ecene appeared. Every step in this business 
de, elops more and more the effect of this junction 
of public lllonopoly and priyate influence. Four 
English and eight natives were candidates for the 
contract; three of the Ellgli
h far overbid the eight 
natives. They who consider that the natives, from 
their superior dexterity 
 from their knowledge of 
the conn try and of business, and from their extreme 
industry, vigilance, and parsÏ1nony, are generally an 
o\er-lnatch for Europeans, and indeed are, and must 
1.lltiluatcly be, enlployed by thelll In all transactions 
whatsoever
 will find it very extraordinary that they 
did not by the best offers secnre this dealing to them- 
selves. It can be attributed to this cause, and this 
only, - that they .were conscious
 that, without power 
and influen
e to subdue the cultivators of the land 
to their own purposes, they never could afford to 
engage on the lo,vest po
sible terms. Those whose 
power entered into the calculation of their profits 
eouid offer, as they did offer, tenus without com- 
parison better; and therefore one of the English bid- 
ders, \vithout partiality, secured the preference. 
The contract to this first bidder, )11'. Griffiths, was 
prolonged from year to year; and as during that 


. Vide :Mr. Francis's plan in Appendix, ßO. 14, to the Select 
Committee's Sixth Report. 
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tilne frequent conlplaints were Inade by hÜn to the 
Council Board, on the principle that the years an- 
swered very differently, and that the business of one 
year ran into the other, reasons or excuses ,vere fur- 
nished for giving the next contract to 
Ir. 1tlackenzie 
for three years. This third contract ,vas not put up 
to auction. as the second had been, and as this ought 
to have Leen. The terIllS ,vore, indeed, sOlnething 
better for the Con1pany; and the engageluent ,vas 
subject to qualifications, which, though they did not 
relnove the objection to the breach of the COlnpallY's 
orders, prevented the hands of the Directors fronl be- 
ing tied up. A proviso ,vas inserted in the con tract, 
that it should not be anyways binding, if the COln- 
pallY by orders frOln hOlHe should alter the existing 
practice with regard to such dealing. 
'Vhilst these things ,vere going on, the evils which 
this Inonopoly was in sho\v and pretence forlned to 
prevent still existed, and those ,vhich were naturally 
to be exvected fron1 a I110nopoly existed too. Com- 
plaints ,vere luade of the bad quality of the opilun; 
trials ,vere Inade, and on those trials the opÌlun ,vas 
found faulty. An office of inspection at Calcutta, to 
ascertain its goodness, was established, and directions 
given to the Provincial Councils at the places of 
growth tu certi(y the quantity and quality of the C01l1- 
modity transn1Ítted to the Presidency. 
In 1776, notwithstanding an engagelnent in the 
contract strictly prohibiting all c0I11pulsory culture of 
the poppy, inforlnatioll 'vas given to a I11elUber of the 
Council-General, that fields green ,vith rice lÍad been 
forciLly ploughed up to Inake ,yay for that plant,- 
and that this was ùone in the presence of several Eng- 
lish gentlelnen, who Leheld the spectacle with a just 
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and natural indignation. The board, struck ,vith 
this representation, ordered the Council of Patna to 
make an inquiry into the fact; but your C0111mittee 
tan find no return whatsoever to this order. The 
cOlnplaints '\ere not solely on the part of the cultiva- 
tors against the contractor. The contractor for opi- 
lUll lllaùe loud complaints against the inferior collec- 
tors of the landed revenue, stating their undue and 
yexatious exactions from the cultivators of opiunl, - 
their throwing these unfortunate people into prison 
upon frivolous pretences, by which the tenants were 
ruined, and the contractor's advances lost. He stat- 
ed, that, if the contractor should interfere in favor 
of the cultivator, then a deficiency would be caused 
to appear in the landed revenues, and that defi- 
ciency ,,,"ould be charged on his interposition; he 
desired, therefore, that the cultivators of opium 
should be taken out of the general system of the 
landed revenue, and put under "his protection." 
11ere the effect naturally to be expected froln the 
clashing of inconsistent revenues appeared in its full 
light, as well as the 
tate of the unfortunate pea
ant::; 
of Bengal between such rival protectors, .where the 
piouglllllan, flying fronl the tax-gatherer? is obliged 
to take refuge under the wings of the lllonopolist. 
Ko dispute arises alnongst tbe English subjects ,vhich 
does not divulge the nlÏsery of the natives; ,vhen the 
fornler are in harnlollY, all is well with the latter. 
This lnonopoly continuing and gathering strength 
through a succession of contractors, and being prob- 
ably a most lucrati-ve dealing, it grew. to be every 
day a greater object of conlpetition. The Council of 
Patna endeavored to recover the contract, or at least 
the agency, by the most invi
illg terllls; and ill this 
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eager state of mutual cOll1plaint and competition 
between private men and public bodies things con- 
tinued until the arrival in Bengal of 1t1r. Stephen 
Snlivan, son of 1\11'. Sulivan, Chairman of the East 
India C01l1pany, which soon put an end to all strife 
and emulation. 
To fonn a clear judgment on the decisive step 
taken at this period, it is proper to keep in view the 
opinion of the Court of Directors concerning monop- 
olies, against ,vhich they had uniformly declared in 
the n10st precise ter111S. They never subrnitted to 
theIn, but as to a present necessity; it was therefore 
not necessary for thern to express any particular ap- 
probation of a clause in }Ir. 
Iackenzie's contract 
which ,vas made in favor of their own liberty. 
Every motive led then1 to preserve it. On the 
security of that clause they could alone have suf- 
fered to pass over in silence (for they never ap- 
proved) the grant of the contract which contained 
it for three years. It must also be reineinbered that 
they had fronl the beginning positively directed that 
the contract should be put up to public auction; 
and this not having been done in 
Ir. ßlackenzie's 
case, they severely reprÜnanded the Goyernor-Gen- 
eral and Council in their letter of the 23rd Decem- 
ber, 1778. 
The Court of Directors were pe!
fectly right in 
showing theinseives tenacious of this regulation,- 
not so rnnch to secure the best practicable revenue 
from their monopoly whilst it existed, but for a luuch 
InOl'C essential reason, that is, frOln the corrective 
which this rllethoù adrnillistered to that 1110110poly 
itself: it prevcnted the British contractor from be- 
coruiug doubly tel'riLle to the natives, \vhen they 
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should see that his contract ,vas in effect a grant, and 
therefore indicated particular favor and private influ- 
ence with the ruling members of an absolute govern- 
ment. 
On the expiration of 1\11'. l\lackenzie's tern1, and 
but a few months after 1\11'. Sulivan's arrival, the 
Governor-General, as if the con tract was a Ina tter 
of patronage, and not of dealing, pitched upon 
lr. 
Sulivan as the most proper person for the lllanage. 
mellt of this critical concern. 
Ir. 8ulivan, though a 
perfect stranger to Bengal, and to that sort and to all 
sorts of local con1111erce, lllade no difficulty of accept- 
ing it. tThe Governor-General was so fearful that his 
true luotiyes in thi.s business f:jhould be mistaken, or 
that the smallest suspicion should arise of his attend- 
ing to the COlnpany's orders, that, far from putting 
up the contract (w"hich, on account of its known 
profits, had become the object of such pursuit) to 
public auction, he did not ,vait for receiving so much 
as a private proposal from )11'. Suliyan. The Secre- 
tary perceived that in the rough draught of the con- 
tract the old recital of a proposal to the board was 
inserted as a matter of course, but was contrary to 
the fact; he therefore remarked it to 1\11'. Hastings. 

lr Ha:stings, with great indifference, ordered that 
recital to be omitted; and the omission, with the re- 
mark that led to it, has, with the same easy indiffer- 
ence, been sent over to his Illasters. 
The Governor-General and Council declare them- 
selves apprehensive that blr. Sulivall might be a loser 
by his bargain, upon account of troubles ,vhich they 
suppo:sed existing in the country \vhich was the object 
'of it. This was the Inore indulgent, because the con- 
tractor was tolerably secured against all losses. He 
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received a certain price for his comlnodity; but he was 
not obliged to pay any certain price to the cultivator, 
,vho, having no other Inarket than his, nlust sell it to 
hÜn at his own terms. He was to receive half the 
yearly payment by advance, and he ,vas not obliged 
to adyallce to the cultivator more than what he 
thought expedient; but if this should not be enough, 
he nlight, if he pleased, dra\v the w/tole payment be- 
fore the total delivery: such were the terms of the 
engagement with hinl. He is a contractor of a new 
species, \vho employs no capital whatsoever of his 
own, and has the Inarket of compulsion at his en- 
tire COlTIlnand. But all these securities were not 
sufficient for the anxious attention of the Supreme 
Council to 
Ir. Sulivall's welfare: 
fr. Hastings had 
before given hiIn the contract without any propo- 
salon his part; and to make their gift perfect, in 
a second instance they proceed a step beyond their 
former ill precedent, and they contract with 
Ir. Suli- 
van for four years. 
Nothing appears to have been considered but the 
benefit of the contractor, and for this purpose the 
solicitude sho\v11 in all the provisions could not be 
exceeded. One of the first things that struck 
Ir. 
IIastings as a blelnish on his gift was the largeness 
of the penalty ,vhich he had on fonner occasions set- 
tled as the sanction of the contract:' this he now dis- 
covered to be so great as to be likely to frustrate its 
end by the Ï1npossibility of recovering so large a sum. 
Ho\v a large penalty can prevent the recovery of any, 
even the smallest part of it, is not quite apparent. 
In so vast a concern as that of opium, a fraud which 
at first view Inay not appear of much iluportance, 
and which may be very difficult in the discovery, 
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may easily counterbalance the reduced penalty in this 
contract, ,vhich was settled in favor of )11'. Sulivan at 
about 20,0001. 
l\Ionopolies were (as the House has observed) on- 
ly tolerated evils, and at best upon trial; a clause, 
therefore, was inserted in the contracts to 
Iackenzie, 
annulling the obligation, if the Court of Directors 
should re
olve to abolish the 11lonopoly; but at the 
request of 
Ir. Sulivan the contract ,vas without diffi- 
culty purged of this obnoxious clause. The tern1 
was lllade ab
olute, the monopoly rendered irrevoca- 
ble, and the discretion of the Directors .wholly ex- 
cluded. )11". IIastings declared the reserved condition 
to be no longer necessary, "because the Directors 
had approved the 111onopoly." 
The Chiefs and Councils at the principal factories 
had been obliged to certify the quantity and quality 
of the opilun before its transport to Calcutta; and 
their control over the contractor had been as
igned 
as the reason for not leaving to those factories the 
Inanagen1ellt of this ni.onopoly . Now things were 
changed. Orders "'"ere sent to discontinue this Ineas- 
ure of invidious precaution, and the opium was seut 
to Calcutta without anything done to ascertain its 
quality or even it
 quantity. 
.An office of inspection had been also appointed 
to examine the quality of the opiuln on its delivery 
at the capital settlenlent. In order to ease 
1r. Suli- 
,an froln this trouhlesonle fonnality, 
[r. IIastillgs 
abolished the office; so that )11'. Sulivan ,va
 then 
totally freed fron1 all exalnillation or control whatso- 
ever, either first or last. 
These extraordinary changes in favor of 
Ir. Suli- 
van were attended with losses to others, and seen1 to 
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have excited llluch discontent. This discontent it 
,vas necessary ill sonle luanneI' to appease. The 
vendue-luaster, ,vho was deprived of his accustoll1ed 
dues on the public sales of the OpiUlll by the pri- 
vate dealing, 111ade a f01'1nal cOlnplaint to the board 
against this, as well as other proceedings relative to 
the saIne business. He attributed the private sale 
to " reasons of state"; and this strong reflection both 
on the Board of Trarle and the Council Board was 
passed over without obser,?ation. He ,vas quieted by 
appointing hÏ1n to the duty of these very inspectors 
whose office had been just abolished as useless. The 
House will judge of the efficacy of the reviyal of this 
office by the Illotives to it, and by 
Ir. Hastings giv- 
ing that to one as a compensation which had been exe- 
cuted by several as a duty. However, the orders for 
taking a,vay the precautionary inspection at Patna 
still remained in force. 
Sonle benefits, which had been given to fornler con- 
tractors at the discretion of the board, \\Tere no longer 
held under that loose indulgence, but were secured to 

Ir. Snlivan Ly his contract. Other indulgences, of a 
lesser nature, and to which no considerable objection 
could be Inade, were on the application of a 
fr. 
Benn, calling hilnself his attorney, granted. 
Your Committee, exalnining Mr. Higginson, late a 
Inelllber of the Board of Trade, on that suhject, ,vere 
illfol'lned, that this contract, very soon after the 111ak- 
iug, was generally understood at Calcutta to han.
 
1>oe11 sold to this Mr. Benn, but he could not particu- 
larize the SUIn for which it had been assigned, - and 
that 
Ir. Benn had afterwards sold it to a l\fr. Young. 
By this transaction it appears clearly that the contract 
was given to 1\11'. Sulivan for no other purpose than 
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to supply hÌ1n with a sun1 of 1110ney; and the sale and 
re-sale seen1 strongly to indicate that the reduction of 
the penalty 
 and the other fa'\orable conditions, were 
not gran ted for his ease in a busine5s which he never 
.was to execute, Lut to heighten the value of the object 
which he "as to sell. 
lr. Sulivan was at the time in 

fr. Hastings's falnily, accolnpallied hin1 in his prog- 
resses, and held the office of J ndge-Advocate. 
The n10nopoly given for these purposes thus per- 
manently secured, all power of reforn1ation cut off, 
and ahnost eyery precaution against fraud and oppres- 
sion relnoved, the Supreme Council found, or pre- 
tended to find, that the cOlllll1odity for which they 
had just made such a contract was not a salable arti- 
cle, - and in consequence of this opinion, or pretence
 
entered upon a daring speculation hitherto untwought 
.Jf, that of sending the conllnodity on the Con1pany's 
account to the market of Canton. The Council al- 
leged, that, the Dutch being driven froln Bengal, and 
the seas being infested with privateers, this cOlnn10d- 
\ty had none, or a very dull and depreciated demand. 
Had this been true, 
Ir. Hastings's conduct could 
adluit of no excuse. He ought not to burden a falling 
market by long and heavy engagements. He ought 
studiously to have kept in his power the means of 
proportioning the supply to the demand. But his 
arglL1nellts
 and those of the Council on that occa- 
sion, do 110t deserve the snlallest attention. Facts, to 
which there is no testil110ny 1nlt the assertion of those 
who produce thel11 in apology for the ill consequences 
of their own irregular actions, cannot be adn1itted. 

rr. IIastings and the Council had nothing at all to 
do with that business: the Court of Directors had 
wholly taken the management of opium out of his 
'VOL VIII. 9 
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and tLeir hands, and by a solelnn adjudication fixed 
it in the Board of Trade. But after it had contin- 
ued there SOllle years, 1.11'. Hastings, a little before his 
g:rant of the n10nopuly to 
Ir. Sulivan, thought proper 
to reverse the decree of his Iuasters, and by his own 
authority to recall it to the Council. By this step he 
hccallle responsible for all the consequences. . 
The Board of Trade appear, indeed, to lllerit repre- 
hension for disposing of the opium by private contract, 
as Ly that Ineans the unerring standard of the public 
nlarket cannot be applied to it. But they justified 
themselves by their success; aud one of their mem- 
bers informed your Committee that their last sale had 
been a good one: and though he apprehended a fall 
in the next, it was not such as in the Qpinion of your 
Committee could justify the Council-General in hav- 
ing recourse to untried and hazardous speculations of 
commerce. It appears that there Blust have been a 
market, and one sufficiently liyely. They assign as a 
reason of this as:signed [alleged?] dulness of den1and, 
that the Dutch had been expelled froin Bengal, and 
could not carry the usual quantity to Batayia. But 
the Danes were not expelled froIH Bengal, and Portu- 
guese ships traded there: neither of then1 ,vere inter- 
dicted at Batavia, and the trade to the eastern ports 
was free to them. The Danes actually applied for and 
ohtained 3n increase of the quantity to which their 
purchases had been lilnited ; and as they asked, so they 
received this indulgence -as a great favor. It does not 
appear that they were not very ready to supply the 
place of the Dutch. On the other hand, there is no 
doubt that the Dutch would nlost gladly receive an 
article, convenient, if not necessary, to the circula- 
tion of their commerc
, froin the Dane
, or under any 
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name; nor was it fit that the Company should use 
an extreu1e strictness in any inquiry concerning the 
necessary disposal of one of their own staple com- 
modities. 
The supply of the Canton treasury with funds for 
the provision of the next year's China investment 
was the ground of this plan. But the Council-Gen- 
eral appear still to have the particular advantage of 
:.\11'. Sulivan in yiew,- and, not satisfied with break- 
ing so many of the Con1pany's orders for that pur- 
pose, to 111ake the contract an object salable to the 
greatest advantage, were obliged to transfer their 
personal partiality from 
1r. Sulivan to the contract 
itself, and to hand it over to the as.signees through 
all their successions. When the opium was deliv- 
ered, the duties and emoluments of the contractor 
ended; but (it appears froln )1r. Willianlson's let- 
ter, 18th October, 1781, and it is not denied by the 
Council-General) this new schenle furnished then
 
with a pretext of making hÙn broker for the Ohina 
investment, 'with the profit of a ne'l(; conunission, - to 
what all10unt does not appear. But here their con- 
stant and vigilant observer, the vendue-master, met 
theln again: - they seelned to live in no sll1all terror 
of this gentleman. To satisfy him for the loss of his 
fee to which he was entitled upon the public sale, 
they gave hint also a commission of one per cent on 
the investment. Thus was this object loaded with 
a double cOlnlnission; and every act of partiality to 
one person produced a chargeable conlpensation to 
some other for the injustice that such partiality pro- 
duced. Xor was this the whole. The discontent 
and envy excited by thi
 act went infinitely further 
than to those Ünmediately affected, ahd something 
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or other was to be found out to satisfy as many as 
possible. 
As soon as it was discovered that the Council en- 
tertained a design of opening a trade on those princi- 
ples, it imnlediately engaged the attention of such as 
had 
n interest in speculations of freight. 
A nlemorial seeins to have been drawn early, as it 
is dated on the 29th of March, though it was not the 
first publicly presented to the board. This memo- 
rial was presented on the 17th of Septelnber, 1781, 
by 1\11'. 'Vheler, conformably (as he says) to the 
desire of the Governor-General; and it contained a 
long and elaborate dissertation on the trade to China, 
tending to prove the advantage of extending the sale 
of English manufactures and other goods to the North 
of that country, beyond the usual emporiuln of Euro- 
pean nations. This ample and not ill-reasoned theo- 
retical perfornlance (though not altogether new either 
in speculation or attempt) ended by a practical prop
 
osition, very shor
, indeed, of the ideas opened in the 
prelin1inary discourse, but better adapted to the im- 
mediate effect. It was, that. the Company should 
undertake the sale of its own opium in China, and 
comnlit the managenlent of the business to the me- 
morialist, who offered to furnish thenl with a strong 
arnled ship for that purpose. The offer .was accept- 
ed, and the agreement made .with him for the trans- 
port of two thousand chests. 
A proposal by a
lother person was nlade the July 
following the date of this project: it appears to have 
Leen early in the formal delivery at the board: this 
was for the export of one thousand four hundred and 
eighty chests. This, too, was accepted, btit ,vith new 
conditions and restrictions: for in so vast and so new 
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an undertaking great difficulties occurred. In the 
first place, all importation of that commodity is rig- 
orously forbidden by the laws of China. The Ünpro
 
priety of a political trader, who is lord over a great 
empire, being concerned ill a contraband trade upon 
his own account, did not seem in the least to affect 
theln; but they were struck with the obvious danger 
of subjecting their goods to seizure 1;>y the vastness of . 
the prohibited in1port. To secure the larger adven- 
ture, they require of the China factory that Colonel 
Watson's ship should enter the port of Canton as an 
armed ship, (they ,vould not say a ship of war, though 
that n1ust be lneant,) that her cargo should not be re- 
ported; they also ordered that other measures should 
be adopted to secure this prohibited article from seiz- 
ure. If the cargo should get in safe, another danger 
was in view, - the overloading the Chinese Inarket 
by a supply beyond the delnand; for it is obvious 
that contraband trade must exist by small quantities 
of goods poured in by intervals, and not by great im- 
portations at one time. To guard against this in- 
convenience, they divide their second, though the 
smaller adventure, into two parts; one of which was 
to go to the ll1arkets of the barbarous natives .which 
inhabit the coast of l\Ialacca. where the chances of 
its being disposed of by robbery or sale were at least 
equal. If the opium should be disposed of there, 
the produce was to be invested in merchandise sala- 
ble in China, or in dollars, if to be had. The other 
part (about one half) was to go in kind directly to 
the port of Can ton. 
The dealing at this time seen1ed clm,ed; but the 
gentlell1en who chartered the ships, always recollect- 
ing something, applied anew to the board to be fur- 
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nished with cannon from the Company's ordnance. 
Some ,vas delivered to them; but the Office of Ord- 
nance (so heavily expensive to the Company) was 
not sufficient to spare a few iron guns for a 11101"- 
chant ship. Orders were given to cast a fe\v cannon, 
and an application made to 
fadras, at a thousand 
111Ïles' distance, for the rest. Madras answers, that 
they cannot exactly cOlnply with the requisition; 
but still the board at Bengal hopes better things 
froin thel11 than they pron1ise, and flatter themselves 
that \vith their assistance they shall properly arm 
a ship of thirty-two guns. 
Whilst these dispositions were making, the first 
proposer, perceiving advantages froin the circuitous 
voyage of the second which had escaped his obser- 
vation, to make anlends for his first onlÍssion, im- 
proved both on his own proposal and on that of the 
person who had improved on hhn. He therefore ap- 
plied for leave to take two hundred and fifty chests 
on his own account, which he said could " be 'readily 
disposed of at the several places ,vhere it was neces- 
sary for the ship to touch for wood and ,vater, or in- 
telligence, during her intended voyage through the 
Eastern Islands." As a corrective to this extraordi- 
nary request, he assured the board, that, if he should 
meet with any unexpected delay at these Inarkets, he 
would send their cargo to its destination, having se- 
cured a swift-sailing sloop for the protection of his 
ship; and this sloop he proposed, in such a case, to 
leave behind. Such an extraordinary eagerness to 
deal in opium lets in another view of the 11lerits of 
the alleged dulness of th..
 market, on which this 
trade was undertaken fOJ the Company's account. 
The Council, who had with great condescension 
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and official facility consented to every delnand hither- 
to 111ade, were not reluctant with regard to this last. 
The quantity of OpilUll required by the freighters, and 
the perlnission of a trading yoyage, 'were granted 
without hesitation. The cargo having beconle far 
more valuable by this slllall infusion of private inter- 
es
 the al'lnaUlent which was deelned sufficient to de- 
feud the C0111pany's large :-;hare of the adventure ,vas 
now discovered to be uneq ual to the protection of the 
whole. For the convoy of these two ships the Coun- 
cil hire and arnl another. How they were arlned, 
or ,vhether in fact they were properly anned at all, 
does not appear. It is true that the Suprelne Council 
proposed that these ships should also convey supplies 
to )Iadras; but this was a secondary consideration: 
their primary object was the adventure of opiunl. To 
this they were permanently attached, and were obliged 
to attend to its final destination. 
The difficulty of dispo
ing of the opitun according 
to this project being thus got o-,e1', a material pre- 
lilllinary difficulty still stood in the way of the whole 
schenle. The cOlltractor, or his assignees, ,vere to be 
paid. The COlnpany's treasure .was wholly exhaust- 
ed, and even its credit was exceedingly strained. 
The latter, however, was the better resource, and to 
this they resolved to apply. They therefore, at differ- 
ent tilnes, opened two loans of one hundred thousand 
pounds each. The first was reserved for the COlllpa- 
ny's servants, civil and n1Ïlitary, to be distributed in 

hares according to their rank; the other .was 1110re 
general. The terl11S of both loans were, that the risk 
of the voyage ,vas to be on account of the ['fompany. 
The paYlnent was to be in bins (at a rate of exchange 
settled froln the supercargoes at Canton) upon the 
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same C0111pany. In whatever proportion the adven- 
ture should fail, either in the ships not safely arriying 
in China or other,vise, in that proportion the subscrib- 
ers were to content thelnselves ,vith the COIllpauy's 
bonds for their Inoney, bearing eight per cent inter- 
est. .A.. share in this subscription was thought exceed- 
ing desirable; for Thlr. I-Iastings ,vrites fro111 Bcnal
es, 
where he was elnployed in the lnanner already re- 
ported and hereafter to be observed npon, requesting 
that the subscription should be left open to his officers 
who ,vere elnployed in the military operations against 
Cheyt Sing; and accordingly three Inajors, seven cap- 
tains, t,venty-three lieutenants, the surgeon belonging 
to the detachment, and two civil servant
 of high rank 
who attended hin1, were adlnitted to subscribe. 
Bills upon Europe without interest are ahvays pre- 
ferred to the C0111pallY's Lonùs, even at the high in- 
terest allowed in India. They are, indeed, so greedi- 
ly sought there, and (becausc they tend to bring an 
inunediate and visible distress in Leadenhall Street) 
so nUléh dreaded here, t11a t by an act of Parlian1cnt 
the Conlpany's servants are restricted from drawing 
hills beyond a certain alTIOunt upon the COlnpallY in 
England. In Bengal they have been restraincd to 
about one hundred and eighty thousand pounds an- 
nuàlIy. The legislature, influenced more strongly 
with the saIne apprehensions, has restrained the Di- 
rectors, as the Directors have restrained their ser- 
vants, and have gone so far as to call in the power of 
the Lords of the Treasury'to authorize the acceptance 
of any bills beyond an aillount prescribed in the act. 
The false principles of this ulllncrcalltile transac- 
tion (to speak of it in the mildest tern1s) ,vere too 
gross not to be visible to those who contriycd it. 
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That the Company should be made to borrow such a 
sun1 as t,,
o hundred thousand pounds * at eight per 
cent, (or te1'111S deenlcd by the C01npany to be worse,) 
in order first to buy a COllllllOdity represented by 
thelllseh y es as depreciated in its ordinary market, in 
order afterwards to carry one half of it through a cir- 
cuitous trading voyage, depending for its ultimate 

uccess on the prudent and fortunate management 
of two or three sales, and purchases and re-sales of 
good
, and the chance of two or three n1arkets, with 
all the risk
 of sea and enemy, was plainly no under- 
taking for such a body. The activity, private inter- 
est, and the sharp eye of personal superintendency 
may now and then succeed in such projects; but the 
re1110te inspection and unwieldy n10venlents of great 
public bodies can find nothing but loss in them. 
Their gains, conlparath'el)
 small, ought to be upon 
sure grounds; but here (as the Council states the 
matter) the priyate trader actually declines to deal, 
which is a proof more than necessary to demonstrate 
the extrenle i1uprudence of f'llch an undertaking on 
the Conlpany's account. Still stronger and equally 
obvious objections lay to that member of the project 
which regards the introduction of a contraband com- 
nlodity into China, sent at such a risk of seizure not 
only of the i1nmediate object to be snluggled in, but 
of all the Con1pallY's property in Canton, and possibly 
at a hazard to the existence of the British factory at 
that port. 
It i
 stated, indeed, that a monopolizing company 
in Cantnn
 called the COhOllg, had reduced COll1n1erce 
there to a deplorable state, and had rendered the 


· The whole snm has not been actually raised; but the deficiency 
is 110t ,"cry con
iùemhlc. 
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gains of private 111erchants, either in OpiU111 or any- 
thing else, so sl11all and so precarious that they were 
no longer able hy purchasing that article to furnish 
the C0111pallY with Bloney for a China investment. 
For this purpose the person whose proposal is accept- 
ed declares his pruject to be to set up a 1110nopuly 
on the part of the C01l1pany against the Inonopoly 
of the Chinese 1l1erchants: but as the Chinese 1110- 
nopoly is at h0111e, and 
upported (as the nlinute re- 
ferred to asserts) by the country Inagi
trates, it is 
plain it is the Chinese cOlupallY, not the English, 
which must prescribe the tenus, - particularly in a 
conunodity ,vhich, if withheld frolll theu1 at their 
Inarket price, they can, ,vhenever they please, be cer- 
tain of purchasing as a COndell1ned contraband. 
There are two further Cil'Clllllstances in this trans- 
action \vhich strongly Inark its character. The first 
is, that this adventure to China was not recoml11ended 
to them by the factory of Can ton; it was dangerous 
to attelnpt it without their previous advice, and an 
assurance, grounded on the state of the 111arket and 
the dispositions of the gOyernn1ent, that the Ineasure, 
in a cOlunlerciallight, ,vouid be profitable, or at least 
safe. Neither was that factory applied to on the 
state of the bills which, upon their own account, 
they n1ight be obliged to draw upon Europe, at a 
tillle ,vhen the Council of Bengal direct t11el11 to draw 
bills to so enonl1OUS an alnount. 
The second relnarkable circuillstance is, that the 
Board of Trade in Calcutta (the proper adminis- 
trator of all that relates to the Conlpany's invest- 
ment) docs not seen1 to ha\e given its approbation 
to the project, or to have been at all consulted upon 
it. The sale of opium had been adjudged to the 
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Board of Trade for the express pnrpose of selling it 
in Bengal, not in China, - and of elnploying the prod- 
uce of sueh sale in the Inanufactures of the country 
in which the original commodity was produced. On 
the whole, it appears a mere trading speculation of 
the Council, invading the departn1ent of others, with- 
out lights of its OWll, without authority or infonna- 
tion from any other quarter. In a comlnercial view., 
it straitened the Con1pany's investment to ,vhich it 
was destined; as a Ineasure of finance, it is a con- 
trivance by which a monopoly fonned for the in- 
creaf:>e of rc\"enuc, instead of becoming one of its 
resources, involves the treasury, in the first instance, 
in a debt of two hundred thousand pounds. 
If 
Ir. Hastings, on the expiration of 
Ir. 
Iac- 
kenzie's contract, the advantages of ,vhich to the 
Company had been long doubtful, had put hilnself 
in a situation to do his duty, some immediate loss 
to the revenue 'Would haye been the worst conse- 
quence of the alleged depreciation; probably it would 
not have been considerable. 
Ir. )Iackenzie's con- 
tract, w.hich at first was for three years, had been 
only renewed for a year. Had the saIne course 
been pursued with 
Ir. Sulivan, they .would ha\"e 
had it in their po,ver to adopt some plan w11Ìch 
Dlight have secured then1 frolli any loss at all. But 
they pursued another plan: they carefully put all 
renledy still longer out of their reach by giving their 
contract for four years. To coyer all these irregu- 
larities, they interest the settlement in their favor 
by holding out to them the most tempting of all 
baits in a chance of bills upon Europe. 
In this Inanner the servants abroad have con- 
ductcd themselves with regard to )11'. Sulh
ail's con- 
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tract for opium, and the disposal of the commodity. 
In England the Court of Directors took it into con- 
sideration. First, as to the contract, in a letter dated 
12th July, 1782, they say, that, "having condemned 
the contract entered into ,vith 1\11'. l\Iackenzie for the 
provision of opiun1, they cannot but be surprised at 
your having concluded a new contract for four years 
relative to that article with 1\11'. Stephen Sulivan, 
without leaving the decision of it to the Court of Di- 
rectors. " 
The sentiments of the Directors are proper, and 
worthy of persons in public trust. Their surprise, 
indeed, at the disobedience to their orders is not 
perfectly natural in those ,vho for nlany years have 
scarcely been obeyed in a single instance. They 
probably asserted their authority at this time with 
as lTIuch vigor as their condition admitted. 
They proceed: "We do not mean," say they, " to 
convey any censure on 1\11'. Sulivan respecting the 
transaction; but we cannot withhold our displeasure 
froll1 the Governor-General and Council at such an 
instance of contempt of our authority." They then 
proceed justly to censure the rell10val of the inspec- 
tion, and some other particulars of this gross proceed.. 
iug. As to the criminality of the parties, it is un- 
doubtedly true that a breach of duty in servants is 
highly aggravated by the rank, station, and trust of 
the offending party; but no party, in such conspiracy 
to break orders, appear to us wholly free fron1 fault. 
The Directors did their duty in reprobating this 
contract; but it is the opinion of your COlllIuittee 
that further steps onght to he taken to inquire into 
the legal validity of a transaction which n1anifestly 
. 
attenlpts to preveut the Court of Directors frOln ap.. 
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plying any remedy to a grievance which has been for 
years the constant subject of complaints. 
Both )11'. Sulivan and ltlr. Hastings are the Com- 
pany's servants, bound by their covenants and their 
oaths to prolnote the interest of their nlasters, and 
both equally bound to be obedient to their orders. 
If the Governor-General had contracted with a stran- 
ger, not apprised of the C0111pallY's orders, and not 
bound by any previous engagelnent, the contract 
might have been good; but whether a contract 
made between two servants, contrary to the or- 
ders of their common D1aster, and to the preju- 
dice of his known interest, be a breach of trust 
on both sides, and whether the contract can in 
equity have force to bind the Company, whenever 
they shall be inclined to free thc111selv:es and the 
country they govern froln this mischievous monop- 
oly, your Committee think a subject worthy of fur- 
ther inquiry. 
With regard to the disposal of the opium, the Di- 
rectors very properly condenln the direct contraband, 
but they approve the trading voyage. The Directors 
have observed nothing concerning the loans: they 
probably reserved that matter for future considera- 
tion. 
In no affair has the connection between servan t5 
abroad and persons in power among the proprietors 
of the India COlnpany been I110re discernible than in 
this. But if such confederacies, cemented by such 
Ineans, are suffered to pass without due allinladver- 
sion, the authority of Parlialnent must becolne a.s 
inefficacious as all other authorities have proved to 
restrain the growth of disorders either in India or in 
Europe. 
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SALT. 


THE reports made by the two committees of the 
House which sat in the years 1772 and 1773 of the 
state and conduct of the inland trade of Bengal up to 
that period have assisted the inquiries of your Com- 
mittee with respect to the third and last article of 
n10nopoly, viz., that of salt, and n1ade it unnecessary 
for them to enter into so minute a detail on that suh- 
ject as they have done on SOlne others. 
Your Committee find that the late Lord Clive con- 
stantly a
serted that the salt trade in Bengal had 
been a monopoly time inullelnorial, - that it ever 


a
 and ever must be a monopoly, - and that Coja 
'Yazid, and other merchants long before hhn, had 
given to tl
e Nabob and his ministers two hundred 
thousa.nd pounds per annllln for the exclusive privi- 
lege. The Directors, in their letter of the 24th De- 
cen1ber, 1776, paragraph 76, say, "that it has ever 
been in a great measure an exclusive trade." 
The Secret Committee report,* that under the gov- 
ernment of the Nabobs the duty on saIt made in Ben- 
gal wa
 two and an half per cent paid by 
Iussulmen, 
and five per cellt paid by Gentoos. On the accession 
of l\fir Casshn, in 1760, the claim of the COlllpany's 
servants to trade in saIt duty-free was first avo,ved. 

rr. 'T ansittart 111ade an agreelnent with hhn by 
which the duties should be fixed at nine per cent. 
The Council annulled the agreeillerlt, and reduced 
the duty to two and an half per cent. On this 1\Iir 
Cassin1 ordered that no customs or duties whatsoever 
should he collected for the future. But a rnajority 
of the Council (22nd ltlarch, 1763) resolved, that the 


· Fourth Report, page 106. 
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making the exelnption general was a breach of the 
COlnpany's privileges, and that the Nabob should be 
positively required to recall it, and collect duties as 
before froln the country nlerchants, and all other 
persons ,vho had not the protection of the Con1pa- 
ny's dllstltck. The Directors, as the evident reason 
of the thing and as their duty required, disapproved 
highly of these transactions, and ordered (8th Febru- 
ary, 1761) a final and effectual stop to òe put to the 
inland trade in ðalt, and several other articles of com- 
Inerce. But other politics and other interests pre- 
vailed, so that in the 
Iay following a General Court 
resol yed, that it should be recoilllnended to the Court 
of Directors to recon
ieler the preceding orders: in 
conseq uence of ,vhich the Directors ordered the Gov- 
ernor and Council to fOrIn a plan, in concert with the 
Naboh, for regulating the inland trade. 
On these last orders Lord Clive's plan was formed, 
in 176;5, for engrossing the sole purchase of salt, and 
diyiding the profits alllong the COlnpany's senior ser- 
vants. The Directors, who had hitherto reluctantly 
given war to a 1110nopoly under any ideas or for any 
purpo
es, di
approved of thi
 plan, and on the 17th 

Iay, 1766, ordered it to be abolished; but they sub- 
.. stitnted no other in its room.* In this luanneI' things 
continued until KOYCIUber, 1767, when the Directors 
repeated their order
 for excluding all persons what- 
ever, excepting the natives only, from being con- 
cerned in the inland trade in salt; and they declared 
that (Yiele par. 90) ".
lleh trade i.s hereby aboli.slu'd 
and put a final end to." In the saIne letter (par. 
92) they ordered that the 
alt trade should be laid 


. Par. 36. Vide Fourth Report from Com. of Secrecy in 1773, 
Appendix, 
o. 45. 
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open to the nati,es in general, suhjcct to such a duty 
as n1Ïght produce one hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds a year. This policy .was adopted hy the le- 
gislature. In the act of 1773 it was expressly pro' 
vided, that it should not he lawful for any of his 

Iajesty's subjects to engage, intenneddle, or be any 
way concerned, directly or indirectly, in the inland 
trade in salt, except on the India COlnpany's ac- 
count. 
Under the positive orders of the COll1pany, the salt 
trade appears to have continued open fron1 1768 to 
1772. The act, indeed, containcd an exception in fa- 
vor of the Conlpany, and left them a liberty of dealing 
in salt upon their own account. But still this poli- 
cy remained unchanged, and their orders unrevoked. 
But in the year 1772, without any instruction from 
the Court of Directors indicating a change of opin- 
ion or system, the ,,"'hole produce was again monopo- 
lized, professedly for the use of the Company, by Mr. 
Hastings. Speaking of this plan, he says (letter to 
the Directors, 22d February, 1775): " No new hard- 
ship has been imposed upon the saIt 111anufacturers 
by taking the 111anagelnent of that article into the 
hands of governn1ent; the only difference is, that the 
profit which was before reaped hy'English gentlenlen. 
and by banians is no,v acquired by the COll1pany." 
In 
lay, 1766, the Directors had conden1ned the mo- 
nopoly on any conditions 'lvhatsoever. "At that tÎlne 
they thought it neither consistent ,vith their honor 
nor their dignity to prolllote such an exclusive 
trade." * "They considered it, too, as disgraceful, 
and below the dignity of theiJ' present situatifJn, to allo.w 


. Vide Sel. Letter to Bengal, 17 l\Iay, 1766, Par. 36, in Fourth 
Report from Com. of Secrecy, in 1773, Appendix, No. 45. 
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of sueh a Inol
opoly, and that, were they to allow it 
under any restrictions, they should consider them- 

el,es as assenting and subscribing to all the mis- 
chiefs which Bengal had presented to theln for four 
years past." * 
X otwithstanding this solen111 declaration, in their 
Jetter of 24th Decelnber, 1776, they approve the 
plan of )11'. Ha
tillgs, and say," that the 11lonopoly, 
on its present footing, can be no considerable griev- 
ance to the country," &c. 
This, howe\"er, was a rigorous 111onopol y. The 
account given of it by General Clavering, Colonel 
:.\lonson, and )11'. Francis, in their n1Ïnute of 11th 
January, 1775, in which the situation of the molun- 
gees, or persons elnployed in the salt 111anufacture
 
is particularly described, is stated at length in the 
Appendix. )11'. Hastings himself says, "The power 
of obliging molungees to w.ork has been cust0111ary 
froll1 tilne imn1clnorial." 
Nothing but great and clear advantage to govern- 
11lcnt could account for, and nothing at all perhaps 
could justify, the reyiyal of a monopoly thus circum- 
stanced. The advantage proposed by its revival was 
the transferring the profit, which was before reaped 
by English gcntlelnen and banians, to the Conlpany. 
The profits of the former were not problenlatical. It 
""as to be seen what the effect ,vould be of a schelue 
to transfer the111 to the latter, even under the 111an- 
agcl11ent of the projector hilnself. In the Revenue 
Consultations of Septelllber, 1776, )11'. IIastings said, 
" )Iany causes haye since cOlubined to reduce this ar- 
ticle of revenue abnost to nothing. The plan .which 
I am now inclined to reC0111n1elld for the future 
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Inanagenlent of the salt revenue differs widely from 
that which I ado}Jted under different circurnstances." 
I t appears that the ill success of his foriner scheIne 
did not deter hiIl1 frOITI reCOInIl1ending another. Ac- 
cordingly, in J nly, 1777, 
fr. IIastings proposed, and 
it \\Taf' resolved, that the salt mahls should be let, 
'Ititlt the lands, to the farillers and zemindars for a 
ready-n1011ey rent, including duties, - the salt to be 
left to their di
po
al. After some trial of this 1neth- 
od, 1\11'. IIa
tillgs thought fit to abandon it. In Sep- 
te1uber, 1780, he changed his plan a third thlle
 anù 
proposed the institution of a salt office
. the salt ,vas 
to be again engrossed for the benefit of the Company, 
and the 111anagell1ent conducted by a Blunber of salt 
agents. 
From the preceding facts it appears that in this 
branch of the Company's goverlÙnent little regard 
has been paid to the case and welfare of the natives, 
and that the Directors have nowhere 
hown greater 
inconsistency than in their orders on this subject. 
Yet salt, considering it as a necessary of life, was by 
no means a safe and proper snLject for so 111any ex- 
periments and innovations. For ten years together 
the Directors reprobated the idea of suffering this 
necessary of life to be engrossed on any condition 
whatsoever, and strictly prohibited all EuropeanR froln 
trading in it. Yet, as soon as they were Inade to 
expect froI11 1\11'. IIastings that the profits of the 
mOllopoly shonld be cOllverted to their own lise, they 
inlmediately declared that it " could he no considera- 
ble grievance to the country," and authorized its con- 
tinuance, until he hiIn
elf, finding it produced little 
or nothing, r0llounced it of his own accord. Your 
Committee are apprehensive that this will at all 
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times, whatever flattering appearance it n1ay wear 
for a tin1e, be the fate of any atten1pt to monopolize 
the salt for the profit of government. In the first 
instance it ,vi11 raise the price on the consumer 
beyond its just level; but that evil will soon be 
corrected hy means ruinous to the Con1pany as 
monopolists, yiz., by the embezzlement of their own 
salt, and by the importation of foreign salt, neither 
of which the government of Bengal may have power 
for any long time to prevent. In the end govern- 
ment will probably be undersold and beaten down to 
a losing price. Or, if they should attempt to force 
all the advantages from this article of which by ev- 
ery exertion it may be made capable, it may distress 
some other part of their possessions in India, and 
destroy, or at least in1pair, the natural intercourse 
between then1. Ultin1ately it lTIay hurt Bengal itself, 
and the produce of its landed revenue, by destroying 
the vent of that grain which it would otherwise bar- 
ter for salt. 
Your Comlllittee think it hardly necessary to ob- 
serve, that the n1any changes of plan which have tak- 
en place in the lllanagenlent of the salt trade are far 
froIl1 honorable to the COlnpany's governlnent, - and 
that, even if the monopoly of this article were a prof- 
itable concern, it should not be permitted. Exclu- 
sive of the general effect of this and of a11 ll10Ilopolies, 
the oppressions which the manufacturers of salt, called 
rnolungees, still suffer under it, though perhaps alle- 
viated in some particulars, deserve particular atten- 
tion. There is evidence enough on the COlllpallY's 
records to satisfy your Comn1Ïttee that these people 
have been treated with great rigor
 and not only de- 
frauded of the due payn1ellt of their labor, but deliv- 
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ered over, like cattle, in succession, to different mas- 
ters, ,vho, under pretence of buying up the balances 
due to their preceding elnployers, find Ineans of keep- 
ÏI)g them in perpetual f\lavery. For evils of this na- 
ture there can be no perfect remedy as long as the 
monopoly continues. They are in the nature of the 
thing, and canllot be cured, or effectually counteract- 
ed, even by a just and vigilant adlninistratioll on the 
spot. 1\lany objèctions occur to the fanning of any 
branch of the public revenue in Bengal, particular- 
ly against fanning the salt lands. But the dilelluna 
to which governlnent by this system is constantly re- 
duced, of authorizing great injustice or suffering great 
loss, is alone sufficient to condelnn it. Either goyern- 
ment is expected to support the fanner or contract- 
or in all his pretensions by an exertion of po.wer, 
which tends of necessity to the ruin of the parties 
subjected to the farmer's contract, and to the sup- 
pression of free trade, - or, if such assistance be re- 
fused him, he complains that he is not supported, that 
private persons interfere ,vith his contract, that the 
nlanufacturers desert their labor, and that propor- 
tionate deductions must be allO"wed him. 
After the result of their exainination into the gen- 
eral nature and effect of this lnonopoly, it rell1ains 
only for your Conlmittee to inquire whether there 
was any valid foundation for that declaration of :Afr. 
IIastings which ,ve conclude must have principally 
recollln1ended the monopoly of salt to the favor of the 
Court of Directors, viz., "that the profit, which was 
before reaped by English gentlemen, and by banians, 
,vas now' acquired by the COlnpany." On the contra- 
ry, it was proved and acknowledged before the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council, when they inquired into 
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this matter, in )Iarch, 1775, that the Chiefs and 
Councils of those districts in which there were salt 
n1ahls re
erYed particular salt farllu; for their Oll'n use, 
and divided the profits, in certain stated proportions, 
among themselves and their assistants. But, unless 
a detail of these transactions, and of the persons con- 
cerned in them, should be called for by the Hou
e, it 
is our "rish to avoid entering iÙto it. On one exaln- 
pIe only your Committee think it just and proper to 
in
i
t, f\tating first to the IIouse on what principles 
they have Inade this selection. 
In pursuing their inquiries, your Committee have 
endeavored chiefly to keep in view tlH
 conduct of 
persons in the highest station, particularly of those 
in WhOlll the legislature, as well as the COlnpany, have 
placed a special confidence, - judging that the con- 
duct of such persons is not only n10st in1portant in 
itself, but lllost likely to influence the subordinate 
ranks of the service. Your Comn1Ïttee hüTe also ex- 
an1ined the proceedings of the Court of Directors on 
all those instances of the beha,ior of their servants 
that seen1ed to deserve, and did sometin1es attract, 
their inllllcdiate attention. They constantly find that 
the negligence of the Court of Directors has kept pace 
with, and lnust naturally have quickened, the growth 
of the practices which they haT'e conden1ned. Breach 
of duty aln'oad will always go hand in hand \vith neg- 
lect of it at home. In general, the Court of Direc- 
tors, though 
ufficiently severe in censuring offences, 
and son1etÏ1nes in punishing those whom they have 
regarded at;;; offenders of a lo,,"'er rank, appear to have 
suffered the 1110st conspicuous and therefore the most 
dangerous e:s.:alllples of disobedience and n1Ïsconduct 
ill the fir
t deparhllent of their ser,ice to pass with a 
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feeble and ineffectual condemnation. In those cases 
which they have deelned too apparent and too strong 
to be disregarded even ,vith safety to thell1selves, and 
against which their heaviest displeasure has been de- 
clared, it appears to your Conunittee that their inter- 
ference, such as it was, had a mischievous rather than 
a useful tendency. A total neglect of duty in this 
respect, however culpable, is not to be c0111pared, 
either in its nature or in its consequences, with the 
destructive principles on ,vhich they have acted. It 
has been their practice, if not systelu, to inquire, to 
censure, and not to punish. As long as the n1iscon- 
duct of persons in power in Bengal was encouraged 
by nothing but the hopes of concealment, it may be 
presulned that they felt some restraint upon their ac- 
tions, and that they stood in some awe of the power 
placed over them; whereas it is to be apprehended 
that the late conduct of the Court of Directors tells 
theIn, in effect, that they have nothing to fear from 
the certainty of a discovery. 
On the saIne principle on which your Committee 
have generally limited their researches to the persons 
placed by Parliall1ent or raised or put in non1Ïllation 
by the Court of Directors to the highest station in 
Bengal, it was 
lso their original wish to limit those 
inquiries to the period at which Parlialnent interposed 
jts authority behveen the Company and their servants, 
and gave a new constitutibn to the Presidency of Fort 
'Villian1. If the Corupany's servants had taken a 
new date froln that period, and if from thencefor- 
ward their conduct had corresponded with the view's 
of the legislature, it is probable that a review of the 
transactions of remoter periods would not have been 
deemed necessary, and that the rernembrance of theln 
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would have been gradually effaced and finally buried 
in ohlivion. But the reports which your Comn1Ìttee 
have already l1lade have shown the House that from 
the year 1772. when those proceedings cOllunenced 
in Parliuluent on ,vhich the act of the following year 
was founded, ahuse
 of every kind have preyailed and 
multiplied in Bcngal to a degree unknown in forn1er 
times, and are perfectly sufficient to account for the 
present distress of the Company's affairs both at hOlne 
and abroad. The affair ,vhich your Committee no\v 
lays before the House occupies too large a space ill 
the Company's records, and is of too much Ï1npor- 
tance in every point of vie,v, to be passed over. 
Your COlnnlittee find that in )Iarch, 1775, a pe- 
tition was presented to the Governor-General and 
Council by a person called Coja Kaworke, an Â.r- 
menian n1erchant, resident at Dacca, (of .which di- 
vision )11'. Richard Barwell had lately been Chief,) 
setting forth in substance, that in November, 1772, 
the petitioner had fanned a certain salt district, 
called Savagepool', and had entered into a con- 
tract with the Con1n1Ìttce of Circuit for providing 
and delivering to the India Company the salt pro- 
duced in that district; that in 177J he fanned an- 
other, called Selin1abad, on sin1Ìlar conditions. He 
alleges, that in February, 1774, when 
Ir. BarweH 
arrived at Dacca, he charged the petitioner with 
1,25,500 rupees, (equal to 13,000l.,) as a contri- 
bution, and, in order to levy it, did the same year 
deduct 20,799 rupees from the an10unt of the ad- 
vance money ,vhich ,vas ordered to be paid to the 
petitioner, on account of the India Company, for 
the provision of salt in the two farn1s, and, after 
doing so, con1pclled the petitioner to execute and 
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give him four different bonds for 77,627 rupees, in 
the nalne of one Porran Paul, for the reillainder of 
such contribution, or unjust profit. 
Such were the allegations of the petition relative to 
the unjust exaction. The har
h lneans of cOlnpellillg 
the paYll1ent nlake another and very nw.tel:ial part; 
for the petitioner asserts, that, in order to recover 
the alnount of these bonds, guards were placed over 
hiIn, and that 1\11'. Barwell hy ill u
age and oppres- 

ions recoyered from hin1 at different tÏ1nes 48,G56 
.A..rcot rupees, besides 283 rupees extorted by the 
gnard, - that, after this paYll1ent, two of the honds, 
containing .3G,313 rupees, were restored to him, and 
he was again cOllln1Ïtted to the charge of four peon.'3, 
or guards, to pay the a1nount of the reluaining two 
bonds. The petition further charges, that the said 
gentlenlan and his people had also extorted from the 
petitioner other sUlns of nloney, which, taken togeth- 
er, amounted to 2f>,OOO rupees. 
But the heaviest grievance alleged by him is, that, 
after the sums of lnoney had been extorted on ac- 
count of the fal'nlS, the faith usual in snch transac- 
tions is allowed not to have heen kept; hut, after the 
petitioner had been obliged to buy or COlllpOUlld for 
the farlns, that they were taken froln hÏ1n, - " that 
the said lUehard ßar,vell, Esquire, about his dppart- 
ure fron1 Dacca, in October, 1774, for self-iHtere
t 
wrested frun1 the petitioner the aforesaid two l11ahb, 
(or di
tl'icts,) and fhrIlled then1 to another person, 
notwithstanding he had extorted froll1 the petitiont'r 
a considerable sum of money on account of those PUl'- 
gunnahs. " 
'ro this petition your Committee find two accounts 
annexed, in which the sums said to be paid to 01' 
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taken by 311'. TIarwell, and the respective dates of 
the seyeral paYlllent
, are specified; and they find 
that the account of particulars agrees with and 
Inakes up the gross StUll charged in the petition. 
)11'. Barwell's inllncùiate alls,ver to the preceding 
charge is contained in two letters to the board, dated 
23rd and 24th of )larch, 1775. The answ-er is re- 
luarkahle. He asserts, that" the ,vhole of Kaworke's 
relation is a gross n1Ïsreprescntation of facts; - that 
the sÏIuple fact was, that in January, 1í7 -1:, the salt 
Inahls of 
aYagepoor and Selilnabad becalne his, and 
were re-let hy him to this Inan, in the names of Bus- 
sunt Roy and Kissoll Deb, on cOllùition that he should 
account with hinl [J1Jo. Barwell] for profits to a cer- 
tain Stun, and that he [Jh o . Barll'ell] engaged for 
Sayagepoor in tlte persuasion of its be.inn a very 
profitable fll]"}}l"; and he concludes with saying, 
"If I al11 n1Ïstaken in Iny reasoning, and tlte wish 
to add to 'J71.!} fortune ha.s 'warped 'my }zlilgJJzent, in a 
transaetion that lllay appeal' to the board in a light 
differcnt to w'hat I ,
iew it i:1, it is past, - I cannot 
recall it, - and I rather choose to admit an error 
than deny a fact." In his second letter he says, 
"To the IIonorahle Court of Directors I will submit 
all 111Y right
 in the salt contracts I engaged in; and 
if in their opinion those rights ve
t in the COlnpany, 
I will account to thOl11 for the la
t shilling I have re- 
ceiycd froln such contracts, 111Y intentions being up- 
right; and as I never did ,,"'ish to profit 111yself to the 
prl'judicc of 111Y elllployer
, by their judgn1ent I will 
be Í1nplicitly directed." 
The lnajority of the board desired that Kaworke's 
petition should be transn1itted to England by the ship 
tbell uuder dispatch; and it was accordingly sent 
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with 
lr. Barwell's replies. 1\11'. Barwell 1110yed that 
a cOlnmittee should be appointed to take into consid- 
cration .what he had to offer on the subject of Ka- 
,yorke's petition; and a cOlnn1Ïttee "'as accordingly 
appointed, consisting of all the 111ernbers of the Coun- 
cil except the Governor- Gencral. 
The Gonuuittee opened their proceedings w.ith read- 
ing a second petition frol11 Kaworke, containing cor- 
rected accounts of cash said to be forcibly taken, and 
of the extraordinary and un warrantahle profits taken 
or received froll1 hin1 by Riehard Barwell, Esquire; 
all which are inserted at large in the Appendix. By 
these accounts 1\fr. Barwell is charged with a balance 
or debt of 22,421 rupees to Kaworke. The princi- 
pal difference between hirn and 1\11'. Barwell arises 
froln a different luode of stating the accounts ac- 
knowledged to exist between them. In the account 
current signed by l\fr. Darwell, he gives Kaworke 
credit for the receipt of 98,426 rupees, and charges 
hÏ1n with a balance of 27,073 rupees. 
The facts stated or adn1itted by 1\11'. Barwell are 
as follow: that the salt faTIUS of Selimabad and 
Savagepoor were his, and re-let by him to the two 
Arlnenian Inerchants, 1\Iiehael and ICaworke, on con- 
dition of their paying hiln 1,25,000 rupees, exclu- 
sive of their engage1l1ellts to the Company; that the 
engagelnent was written in the nan1e of Bnssunt Roy 
and Kissen Deb Sing; and 
Ir Barwell says, that the 
reason of its being "in these people's nanles waE 
because it 'll'as not thought consistent with the public 
regulations that the names of any Europeans should 
appear. ' , 
It is relnarkable that this policy ,vas carried to 
still greater length. 
Ieans were used to reIllOVe such 
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an obnoxious proceeding, as far as possible, from the 
public eye; and they were such as \vill strongly im- 
press the House \vith the facility of abuse and the 
extren1e difficulty of detection in eyerything 'which 
relates to the Indian adillinistratioll. For these sub- 
stituted .persons were again represented by the fur- 
ther substitution of another name, viz., Rada Ohurn 
])ey, \VhOln 
Ir. Barwell asserts to be a real per- 
son Ii yillg at Dacca, and who stood for the factory of 
Dacca; whereas the Ärlnellian affirIns that there was 
no such p.erson as Rada Churn, and that it w'as a 
fictitious naine. 
)11'. Barwell, in his justification, proceeds to af- 
firm, that Coja Kaworke neyer had the management 
of the salt 1nahls, "but on condition of accounting to 
the former Ohief, and to .JIi.. Barwell, for a specified 
advantage arising from them, - that 
Ir. Barwell de- 
terlnilled, 1l'itlwut he could reconcile the Ù
terests of the 
public with his own lJrivate ernoluments, that he would 
not engage in this concern, - and that, when he took 
an interest in it, it was for specified benefit in 'JJzoney, 
and every condition in the public engagement to be 
ans\vered." 
Your Comn1Ìttee have stated the preceding facts 
in the saIne terms in 'which they are stated by )11'. 
Barwell. The House is to judge how far they 
ailloullt to a defence against the charges contained 
in Kaworke's petition, or to an admission of the 
truth of the principal part of it. 
Ir. Barwell does 
not allow that compulsion was used to extort the 
money \vhich he received froIH the petitioner, or 
that the latter \vas dispossessed of the farlns in con- 
sequcnce of an offer Il1ade to )11'. Barwell by another 
person (RalllSUllder Paulet) to pay hilll a lac of ru- 
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pees more for thcln. '1.'he truth of these charges 
has not been ascertained. They were declared by 

fr. Barwell to be false, hut no attelupt ,vas made 
by hiln to invalidate or ('ollfute them, though it COll- 
cerned his reputation, and it was his duty, in the 
station ,vherein he was placed, that charges of such 
a nature should have been disproved, - at least, the 
accuser should have been pushed to the proof of 
then1. Nothing of this kind appears to have been 
done, or eyen attempted. 
The transaction itself, as it stands, is clearly col- 
lusive; the f01'1n in ,vhich it is conducted is clandes- 
tine and mysterious in an extraordinary degree; and 
the acknowledged ol
ject of it a great illicit profit, 
to be gained by an agent and trustee of the Com- 
pany at the expense of his employers, and of which 
he confesses he has received a considerable part. 
The cOlnnlittee of the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil appear to have closed their proceedings with sev- 
eral resolutions, which, with the answers given by 

[r. Barwell as a defence, are inserted in the A ppen- 
dix. The ,vhole are referreù thither together, on 
account of the ample extent of the answer. These 
papers ,viII be fonnd to throw considerable light not 
only on the points in question, but on the general 
a{hninistration of the COlnpany's revenues in Bengal. 
On SOlne pa
sages in 1\11'. Barwell's defence, or ac- 
count of his conduct, your Conunittee offer the fol- 
lo,ving relnarks to the judglnent of the I-louse. 
In his letter of the 2
rd 
larch, 1775, he says, that 
he engaged for Savagepoor in tlte persuasion of it.
 
being a very profitable j'arn
. In this place your OOlll- 
Inittee think it pro!-,er to state the 17th article of the 
regnlations of the OOlllIuittec of Circuit, fonned in 
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1ay, 1772, by the Presidcnt and Council, of which 
)11'. Barwell was a lllcl11ber, together with their û"Wll 
obseJ'vatiolls thereupon. 


17th. "That no peshcar, banian, or other servant, 
of "hate\er denon1Ïnation, of the collector, or rela- 
tion or dependant of any such servant, be allowed 
to farm lands, nor directly or indirectly to hold a 
concern in any fann, nor to be security for any 
farn1er; that the collector be strictly enjoined to pre- 
vent such practices; and that, if it shall be disco,.- 
ered that anyone, 'Under a false name, or any kind 
of collusion, hath found means to evade this order, 
he shall be subject to an heavy fine, proportionate 
to the amount of the [arn1, and the farm shall be re- 
let, or n1ade khas: and if it . shall appear that the 
collector shall have countenanced, approved, or con- 
nived at a breach of this regulation, he shall stand 
ipso facto dismissed from his collectorship. Neither 
shall any European, directly or indirectly, be per- 
mitted to rent lands in any part of the country." 


Re1nco'k by the Boa
'd. 
17th. "If the collector, or any persons who par- 
take of his authority, are penllitted to be the far1ners 
of the country, no other persons will dare to be their 
C0111petitors: of course they will obtain the fanns on 
their own te1'111S. It is not fit that the servants of the 
C'ompany should be cleaZeJ.s utith their '1Tlasters. The 
collectors are checks on the fanners. If they then1- 
selves turn fanners, what checks can be found for 
them? "hat security will the. Company have for 
their property, or where are the ryots to look for 
relief against oppressions?" 
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The reasons assigned for the preceding regulation 
seen1 to your Oominittee to be perfectly just; but 
they can by no means be reconciled to those which 
ind Hced 1\11'. BarweH to engage in the salt fanns of 
Sclin1abad and Savagepoor. In the first place, his 
doing so is at length a direct and avo,ved, though 
at first a covert, violation of the public regulation, to 
which he ,vas himself a party as a n1en1ber of the 
goverillnent, as ,yell as an act of disobedience to the 
Company's positive orders on this subject. In their 
General Letter of the 17th 
Iay, 1766, the Oourt of 
Directors say, "'V e positively order, that no cove- 
nanted servant, or Ellglisillnan residing under our 
protection, shall be suffered to hold any land for his 
O\Vll account, directly. or indirectly, in his own nan1e 
or that of others, or to be concerned in any farms or 
revenues whatsoever." 
Secondly, if, instead of letting the Oompany's lq,nds 
or farms to indifferent persons, their agent or trus- 
tee be at liberty to hold theill hÏ1nself, he will always 
(on prillci pIes stated and adhered to in the defence) 
have a sufficient reason for farilling them on his own 
account, since he can at all tin1es make thelll as 
profitable as he pleases; or if he leases then1 to a 
third person, yet reserves an intermediate profit for 
hin1self, that profit Inay be as great as he thinks fit, 
and 111ust he necessarily lnade at the C0111pauy's ex- 
pense. If at the saIne tÏ1ne he he collector of the rev- 
enues, it will be his interest to recolnmend reillissions 
in favor of the nOillinal farmer, and he will have it 
in his power to sink the ainount of his collections. 
These principles, and the correspondent practices, 
leave the India Oompany without any security that 
all the leases of tho lands of Bengal may not have 
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been di
po
ec1 of, under that administration which 
n1ade the five year
' settlclnent in 1772, in the saIne 
manner and for the san1e purpose. 
To ellabl
 the flouse to judge how far this appre- 
hension 111ay be founded, it will be proper to state, 
that 
Ir. Xicholas Grueber, ,vho preceded )11'. Bar- 
\ycll in the Chiefship of Dacca, in a letter dated 2Ðth 
of ..A.pril, 177?>, declares that he paid to the COlnmit- 
tee of Circnit twelve thousand rupees as their profit 
on a 
i))gle salt fann, - which sum, he says, "I paid 
the Conllnittce at their reque
t, before their depart- 
ure fron1 Dacca, and rei111bur
ed Inyself ont of the 
adt'ances ,-lirected to be issued for the provision of the 
salt." Thus one illicit and n1Ïschievous transaction 
always leads to another; and the irregular f3-rn1ing 
of revenue brings on the misapplication of the COln- 
l11el'cial adv'ances. 

lr. Barwell profe

cs hÌlnself to be sensible "that 
(t 1.L t ish to add to his fortune may possibly have 1.carped 
lu'.
 judgment, and that he rather chooses to adnât an 
prror than den!! a fart." But yonr C0l1ll11ittee are of 
opinion that the extraordinary caution and the intri- 
cate contrivances with .which his share in this transac- 
tion is wrapped up fonn a sufficient proof that he was 
not altogether n1i
lcd in his judgn1cnt; and though 
there 111ight be 
OIne 111erit in acknowledging an error 
before it was discoverert, there could be very little 
in a cOllfef:
ion produced hy previons detection. 
The reasons assigned hy )f r. Rarwell, in defence of 
the elandestine part of this transaction, seen1 to your 
C0l111nittee to be insufficient in thClnseIYe
, and not 
very fit to he urged by a nian in his station. III one 
place he says, that" it was not tlwugltt consistent with 
the pulJlic rcgu.lation.s that the 1Ulme.'i of any Elo'opeaJu:5 
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should appear." In another he says, " I arn 
nvare of 
the ohjection that has been luade to the Ellgli
h tak- 
ing farnls under the names of natives, as prohibited 
by the Con1pany's orùers; and I ll1USt deviate a lit- 
tle upon this. It has been generally understood that 
the scope and tendency of the IIonorable Con1pany's 
prohibition of farnls to Europeans ,vas lneant only to 
exclude such as could not possibly, in their own per- 
SOllS, conle under the jurisdiction of the Duanné 
courts of ..A.dawlet, becau
e, upon any failure of en- 
gagements, upon any cOlnplaint of unjust oppression, 
or other cau
e of discontent whatever, it ,vas sup- 
posed an European nlight screen hilnself froln the 
process of the country judicature. But it was never 
supposed t!tat an European of c
'edit an,d responsibility 
was ah
olutely incapahle froln holding certain ten- 
ures under the sanction and authority of the country 
laws, or fron1 becon1Ïng security for such native farm- 
ers, contractors, &c., &c., as he n1ight protect and 
employ. " 
Your COlnn1ittee have opposed this c.onstruction of 

Ir. Barwell's to the positive order which the con- 
duct it is n1eant to color has violated. " Europeans 
of credit and responsibility," that is, Europeans al'lned 
,,,ith wealth and power, and cxerci::;ing offices of au- 
thority and trust, instead of heing excepted fron1 the 
spirit of the rc
triction, must he supposed the persons 
,vho are chiefly Incant to be con1prehenc1ed in it; for 
abstract the idea of an European froln the ideas of 
power and influence, and the restriction is no longer 
rational. 
Your Comlnittee are therefore of opinion that the 
nature of the evil which 'vas meant to be prevented 
by the above orders and regulations ,vas not altered, 
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or the evil itself dinlinished, by the collusive n1ethods 
made use of to evade theIn, - and that, if the regu- 
lations ,vere proper, (as they unquestionably were,) 
they ought to have been lJunctually cOlnplicd \vith, 
particularly by the n1enlbers of the goVerIHnent, who 
formed the plan, and "who, as trustees of the COlnpany, 
.were especially answerable for their being duly car- 
ried iuto execution. Yonr Comn1Íttee have no reaSOll 
to believe that it could ever have heen generally un- 
derstood ,. that the COlnpany's prohibition of farms to 
European
 was n1eant only to exclude such as could 
not possiLly, in their own persons, conle under the 
jurisdiction of the Duanné courts": no such restric- 
tion is so n1uch as hinted at. ..l.nd if it had been so 
understood, )11'. Darwell ,vas one of the persons who, 
froln their rank, station, and influence, must have 
been the principal objects of the prohibition. Since 
the establisluuent of the COlnpany's influence in Ben- 
gal, no Europeans, of any rank whatever, have been 
subject to the process of the country judicature; and 
"whether they act avowedly for thclllsclves, and take 
farnls in their own nalne, or substitute native In- 
dians to act for then1, the difference is not nlaterial. 
The salue influence that screened an European from 
the jurisdiction of the country courts would have 
equally protected his native agent and representative. 
For luany years past the Company's servants have 
presided in tho;:,e courts, and in cOlnparisoll "with their 
authority the native authority is nothing. 
The earliC1't instructions that appear to have been 
given by the Court of Directors in consequence of 
these transactions in Bengal are dated the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, 1777. In their letter of that date they applaud 
the proceedings of the board, meaning the Inajority, 
YOLo YIII. 11 
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(then consi
ting of General Clavering, Colonel 
Ion- 
son, and )11'. Francis,) as highly 'meritorious, and 
pron1Ïse then1 their firmest support. "80111e of the 
cases," they say, " are so flagrantly corrupt, and others 
attended with circumstances 80 oppressive to tlte inltabi- 
tonts, t!tat it would be 'UnJust to suffer tlw delinquents to 
[1 0 unpunished." 'Vith this observation their proceed- 
ing's appear to have euded, and paused for more than 
a year. 
On the 4th of 
Iarch, 1778, the Directors appear to 
haTe resluned the subject. In their letter of that date 
they instructeù the Governor and Council forthwith 
to COllunence a prosecution ill the Buprelne Court of 
J udicatllre against the persons who cOlnposed tho 
COlllluittee of Circuit, or their repre
elltatiYes, and 
also against 1\11'. Barwell, in order to recover, for the 
use of the COlnpany, the a1110unt of all advantages 
acquired by the111 fro111 their severa.l engagelnenbs in 
salt contracts and farlns. .A_dverting, however, to the 
declaration rnade by 
Ir. Darwell, that he would ac- 
count to the Court. of Directors for the last shilling 
he had received anù abide iInplicity by their judg- 
ment, they thought it prouaLle, that, on being ac- 
quainted ,vith their perelnptory orders for COn1111enC- 
ing a prosecution, he nlight be desirous of paying his 
share of profits into the COlnpany's treasury; and 
they puinted out a precaution to be used in accepting 
such a tender on his part. 
On this part of the transaction your COllunittee 
observe, that the Court of Directors appear blamal>lc 
in having delayed till FcLruary, 1777, to take any 
measure in consequence of advices so intel'estillg and 
important, and on a Inatter concerning which they 
had made so strong a declaration, - consiùerillg that 
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early in April, 1776, they say" they had inYe
tigated 
the clu)rges, and had then come to certain resolutions 
concerning theIn." But their delaying to send out 
positive orders for comll1encing a prosecution against 
the pa
ties concerned till 
Iarch, 1778, cannot be ac- 
counted for. In the forlner letter they pron1ise, if 
they should find it necessary, to return the original 
covenants of such of their servants as had been any 
ways concerned ill the undue receipt of nloney, in 
order to enable the Governor-General and Council 
to recover the sanle by suits in the Supreme Court. 
But your Conlmittee do not find that the covenants 
were ever translnitted to Bengal. To whatever cause 
these instances of neglect and delay lllay be attribut- 
ed, they could not fail to create an opinion in Bengal 
that the Court of Directors were not heartily intent 
upon the execution of their own orders, and to dis- 
courage those ll1cll1bers of governnlent who were dis- 
posed to undertake so invidious a duty. 
In consequenc.e of these delays, even their first 
orders did not arrive in Bengal until some tinle after 
the death of Colonel 
Ionson, when the whole power 
of the board had devolved to ßlr. Hastings and Mr. 
Barwell. When they sent ,,,hat they call their posi- 
tive orders, in )Iarch, 1778, they had long been ap- 
prised of the death of Colonel Monson, and Inust 
have becH pcrfectly certain of the effect which that 
event "Would have on the subsequent measnres and 
proceedings of the Governor-General and Council. 
Their opinion of the principles of those gelltlenlen 
appears ill their letter of the 28th of K ovelnber, 1777'1 
,vherein they say.. they cannot but express their con- 
cern that the power of granting away their property 
in perpetuity should have devolved upon such per- 
sons." 
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But the conduct of the Court of Directors appears 
to be open to objections of a nature still more serious 
and impo
tant. Å recovery of the anloullt of 
fr. 
Barwell's profits seeU1S to be the only purpose ,vhich 
they even profe
sed to have in view. But your Com- 
nlittee are of opinion that to preserve the reputation 
and dignity of the government of Bengal was a l11uch 
l110re Î1nportant object, and ought to have been their 
first consideration. The prosecution was not the pur- 
suit of 11lean and subordinate persons, ,vho n1ight 
with safety to the public interest ren1ain in their 
seats during such an inquiry into their conduct. It 
appears ,ery doubtful, whether, if there were grounds 
for such a prosecution, a proceeding in Great Britain 
were not n10re politic than one in Bengal. Such 3c 
prosecution ought not to have been ordered by the 
Directors, but upon grounds that would have fully 
authorized the recall of the gentlenlan in question. 
This prosecution, supposing it to have been seriously 
undertaken, and to have succeeded, must have tend- 
ed to weaken the govern men t, and to degrade it in 
the eyes of all India. On the other hand, to intrust 
a man, armed as he was with all the powers of his 
station, and indeed of the government, .with the con- 
duct of a prosecution against himself, was altogether 
inconsistent and absurd. The saine letter in which 
they give these orders exhibits an exalnple which sets 
the inconsistency of their conduct in a stronger light, 
because the case is sOlnewhat of a sin1ilar nature, 
but infinitely less pressing in its circunlstances. Ob- 
serving that the Board of Trade had cOllllnenced a 
prosecution against 1\11'. Willialn Barton, a menlber 
of that board, for various acts of peculation cOllln1it- 
ted by hhn, they say, " We must be of opinion, that, 
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as p1 4 0secutions are actually carrying on againr.;t hÍ1n by 
our Board of p.,.ade, he is, during such prosecution 
at least, an inlproper person to hold a seat at that 
board ". and therefore we direct that he be suspended 
froin the Company's service until our further pleas- 
ure concerning hÜn be known." The principle laid 
down in this instruction, even before their OW''ll opin- 
ion concerning 
Ir. Barton's case was declared, and 
11lerely on the pro
ecution of others, serves to render 
their conduct not very accountable in the case of 

Ir.. Barwell. :àlr. Barton was in a subordinate sit- 
uation, aud his renlaining or not remaining in it was 
of little or no moment to the prosecution. :àlr. 
Barton .was but one of seven; whereas 
Ir. Barwell 
was one of four, and, with the Governor-General, 
'was in effect the Suprelne Council. 
In the present state of power and patronage in 
India, and during the relations which are permitted 
to subsist between the judges, the prosecuting offi- 
cers, and the Council-General, your Committee is 
very doubtful whether the mode of prosecuting the 
highest 11lembers in the Bengal goverlunellt, before 
a court at Calcutta, could have been alUlost in any 
case ad vi
able. 
It is possible that particular persons, in high ju- 
diciql and political situations, may, by force of an 
unusual strain of virtue, be placed far above the 
influence of those circunlstances which in ordiÚa ry 
cases are known to Inake an inlpression on the hu- 
man n1Ïnd. But your Comn1ittee, sensible that laws 
and public proceedings ought to be made for gen- 
eral situations, and not for personal dispositions, are 
not inclined to have any confidence in the effect of 
crin1Ïnal proceedings, where no means are provided 
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for preventing a Inutual connection, by dependen- 
cies, agencies, and employments, between the par.. 
ties who are to prosecute and to judge and those 
who are to be prosecuted and to be tried. 
Your Comlnittee, in a fOrIner Report, have stated 
the consequences which they apprehended from the 
'dependency of the judges on th
 Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal; and the House has entered 
into their ideas upon this subject. Since that til11e 
it appears that Sir Elijah Inlpey has accepted of 
the guardianship of 
Ir. Barwell's children, and was 
the trustee for his affairs. There is no la,,, to pre- 
vent this sort of connection, and it is possible that 
it might not at all affect the Inind of that judge, or 
(UpOll his account) indirectly influence the conduct 
of his brethren; but it must forcibly affect the minds 
of those who have Inatter of complaint against go"\'- 
ernlnent, and whose cause the Court of Directors 
appear to espouse, in a country where the author- 
ity of the Court of Directors has seldom been ex- 
erted but to be despised, where the operation of 
la\vs is but very Ï1nperfectly understood, but where 
men are acute, sagacious, and even suspicious of 
the effect of all personal connections. Their sus- 
picions, though perhaps not rightly applied to every 
individual, will induce them to take indications froln 
the situations and connections of the prosecuting par- 
ties, as well as of the judges. It cannot fail to be 
observed, that 1\11'. Naylor, the COlnpany's attorney, 
lived in 1\11'. Barwell's house; the late 1\11'. Bogle, the 
C0111pany's con1missioner of lawsuits, owed his place 
to the patronage of .All'. Hastings aud Mr. Barwell, 
by wholn the office was created for hin1; and Sir 
John Day, the Company's advocate, who arrived ill 
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Bengal in Fehrual'Y, 1779, had not been four months 
in Calcutta, "Then 1\11'. Hastings, 
Ir. Barwell, and 
Sir Eyre Coote doubleù his salary, contrary to the 
opinion of 
Ir. Francis and 
Ir. 'Yheler. 
If the Directors are known to devolve the whole 
cognizance of the offences charged on their servants 
so highly situated upon the Supreme Court, an ex- 
cuse will be furnished, jf already it has not been fur- 
nished, to the Directors for declining the use of their 
own proper political power and authority in exan1Ïn- 
ing into and anin1advertillg on the conduct of their 
servants. Their true character, as strict nUl-sters and 
vigil an t goyernors, \vill merge in that of prosecutors. 
Their force aud energy will evaporate in tedious and 
intricate processes,-in lawsuits which can never end, 
and which are to be carried on by the very depend- 
ants of those 'who are under prosecution. On their 
part, these servants will decline giving satisfaction to 
their n1asters, because they are already hefore anoth- 
er tribunal; and thus, by shifting responsibility froln 
hand to hand, a confederacy to defeat the whole spirit 
of the la\v, and to remove all real restraints on their 
actions, may be in time forll1ed between the servants, 
Directors, prosecutors, and court. Of this great dan- 
ger your COlllll1ittee will take further notice in an- 
other place. 

o notice whatever appears to have been taken of 
the COJl1pany's orders in Bengal till the 11th of J au- 
uary, 1779, when 
Ir. Barwell Inoved, that the claÍ1'l 
rnade upon lâo/; by the Court of lJÙ.ectol"S should be sub- 
'{nilted to the Company's lawyers, and that they should 
be pel:fectly Ùl8tnwted to prosecute upon it. In his 
minute of that date he says, "that tlle state of his 
health had ZOl7g since rendered it nece.'3sary for him, to 
retu.rn to Europe." 
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Your C0111111ittee ob:scrve that he continued in Ben.. 
gal another year. lie says, "that he had hitherto 
waited for the arrival of Sir John Day, tho Com- 
pany's advocate; but as the season was now far 
advanced, he ,vished to bring the trial speedily to 
issue. " 
In this minute he retracts his original engagenlont 
to subn1Ït hÏ1nself to the judgillent of the Court of 
Directors, "and to account to thel11 for tho last shil- 
ling he had received": he says, " that no Inerit had 
been given hÜn for the offer; that a 1110st unjustifi- 
able advantage had been attempted to be 111ade of it, 
by first declining it and descending to abuse, and then 
giving orders upon it as if it had been rejected, when 
called upon by hÏ1n in the person of his agent to 
bring hOlne thc charge of delinquency." 
l\{r. Barwell's reflections on the proceedings of the 
Court of Directors are not altogetþer clearly ex- 
pressed; nor does it appear distinctly to .what facts 
he alludes. He assorts that a 1110St ulljustifiaLle ad. 
vantage had been attelnpted to be 111ade of his offer. 
The fact is, the Court of Dircctors have nowhere de- 
clined acccpting it; on the contrary, they caution the 
Governor-General and Council about thc luallllcr of 
receiving thc tcnder of the moncy which they expect 
hÏ1n to nlake. They say nothing of any call1nade on 
them by 
Ir. Barwell's agent in England; nor does 
it 3ppëar to your C01111nittee that they "have dc- 
f'cended to abuse." They have a right, and it is 
their duty, to express, in distinct and appropriated 
tern1s, their sense of all blamable conduct in their 
servants. 
So far as 111ay be collected fron1 the evidence of 
the Con1pany's records, 
Ir. Barwell's assertions do 


f 
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not appear well supporteq; but even if they were 
more plausible, your COll1nlittee apprehend that he 
could not be discharged froln his solemn recorded 
pron1Ïse to abide by the jndglnent of the Court of 
Directors. Their juùglllent was declared by their 
resolution to prosecute, which it depended upon him- 
self to satisfy by making good his engagement. To 
excuse his not cOlllplying with the Conlpany's clainls, 
hc says, ,. t!tat his compliance 1l'ould be 'll'J"ged as a con- 
fession of delinquency, and to proceed frorn conviction 
of his Jawing u8u1jJed on the 'J"ig!tt8 of the C01npaJlY." 
Considerations of this nature 11light properly have 
induced 
Ir. Barwell to stand upon his right in the 
first instance, "and to appeal" (to use his own 
v{ords) "to tJte laws of his country, in ordel' to vindi- 
cate Ids janze.''. But his perfol'lnance could not have 
more weight to infer delinquency than his promise. 
Your COl1llnittee think his observation conles too 
late. 
If he had stood a trial, when he first acknowledged 
the facts, and snbn1Ïtted him
clf to the judg111ent of 
the Court of Directors, the suit would have been 
carried on under the direction of General Clavering, 
Colonel )Ionsoll, and )11'. Francis; whereas in the 
year 1779 his influence at the board gave hÜn the 
conduct of it hinlself. In an interval of four years 
it Inay be presllined that great alterations Inight have 
happened in the state of the evidence against hinl. 
In the subsequent proceedings of the Governor- 
General and Council the House will find that 1\11'. 
Barwcll cOlllplaillcd that his instances for carrying 
on the prosecution were ineffectual, owing to the 
legal difficulties and delays 'Urged by the Company's 
law officers, which your COllullittee do not find have 
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yet ùeen relnoved. As _ far as the latest advices 
reach, no progrcss appears to have ùeen n1ade in 
the hu
ines
. In July, 1782, the Court of Directors 
found it necessary to order an account of all suits 
against Europeans depcnding in the Supren1e Court 
of Judicature to be transn1Ïtted to then1, and that 
110 tilue should be lost in bringing th81n to a de- 
terlnination. 


SALTPETRE. 


THE next article of direct n10nopoly subservient to 
the Conlpany's export is saltpetre. This, as well as 
opiuln, is far the greater part the produce of the prov- 
ince of nahal'. The difference between the Inan- 
agenlen t and destination of the two articles has been 
this. Until the year 1782, the OpiUll1 has becn sold 
in the country, and the producc of thc sale laid out 
in country merchandise for the Conlpany's export. 
A great part of the saltpetre is sent out in kind, and 
never has contributed to the interior circulation and 
comnlerce of Bengal. It is managed by agency on 
the COlnpany's account. The price paid to the man- 
ufacturer is invariablc. SOIne of the larger under- 
takers receive advances to enable thein to prosecute 
their work; but as they are not always cquàlly care- 
ful or fortunate, it happens that large balances accu- 
nllliate against thein. Orders have been seut fron} 
Calcutta froIn time to titne to recover their balances, 
with little or no success, but ,vith great vexation to all 
concerned in the Inanufacture. SOlnetÌllles they have 
Ï1nprisoned the failing contractors in their own houses, 
- a severity which answers no useful purpose. Such 
persons are so lnany hands detached froln the Ï1n- 
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provement and added to the burden of the country. 
They are persons of skill draw'u from the future supply 
of that nlonopoly in favor of which they are prosecut- 
ed. In case of the death of the debtor, this rigorous 
del11and falls u pOll the ruined houses of widow.s and 
orphans, and luay be easily converted into a means 
either of cruel oppression or a lllercenary indulgence, 
according tu the temper of the exactors. Instead of 
thus ha,'ing recour
e to Üuprisonluent, the old balance 
is sOlnetilues deducted from the current produce. 
'-rhis, in these circuillstances, is a grie,-#ous discourage- 
111cnt. People nlust be discouraged frol11 entering iu- 
to a business, when, the comlllodity being fix.ed to one 
invariable 
tandard and confined to one lnarket, the 
best success can be attended only with a limited. ad- 
vantage, .whilst a defective produce can never be com- 
pensateù by an augnlented price. .á.ccordingly, very 
little of these advances has been recovered, and after 
much vexation the pursuit has generally been aban- 
doned. It is plain that there can be no life and vigor 
in any business under a monopoly so constituted; nor 
can the true productive resources of the country, in 
so large an article of its commerce, e\er COllle to be 
fuHy known. 
The supply for the COl11pany's demand in England 
ha
 rarely fallen short of two thou
and tons, nor much 
exceeded two thousand five hundred. ..1 discretiona- 
ry allowance of this comlllodity has been made to the 
French, Dutch, and Danes, who purchase their allot- 
ted shares at sonle sillall advance on the Company's 
price. The supply destined for the London market 
is proportioned to the spare tonnage; and to aCCOlll- 
1110date that tonnage, the saltpetre is sometimes sent 
to 
ladras and sometimes even to BOlllbay, and that 
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not unfrequently in vessels expressly employed for the 
purpose. 

Ir. Law, Chief of Patna, being examined on the 
effect of that 1110nopoly, delivered his opinion, that 
with regard to the COlllpany's trade the lllonopoly .was 
ad\Tantageous, but as sovereigns of the country they 
nHlst be losers by it. These two capacitie:s in the 
COll1pany are found in perpetual contradiction. But 
nlllch doubt Inay arise whether this 1110nopoly will be 
found advantageous to the Company either in the one 
capacity or the other. The gross comlllodity lllonop- 
olized for sale in London is procured froill the reve- 
nues in Bengal; the certain is given for the hazard- 
ous. The loss of interest on the advances, some- 
times the loss of the principal, - the expense of car- 
riage from Patna to Calcutta, - the various loadings 
and unloadings, and insurance (which, though borne 
by the Company, is still insurallce),-the engage- 
ment for the Ordnan
e, limited in price, and irregu- 
lar in paYlllent, - the charge of agency and Inanage- 
men t, through all its gradations and successions,- 
when all these are taken into consideration, it may be 
found that th.e gain of the Company as traders will be 
far froill c0111pensating their loss as sovereigns. Å 
body like the East India Company can scarcely, in any 
circuillstance, hope to carryon the details of such a 
business, from its COlnnlencelnent to its conclusion, 
with any degree of success. In the subjoined estÍluate 
of profit and luss, the value of the cOlnn1odity is stated 
at its invoice price at Calcutta. Rut this affords no 
just estiinate of the whole effect of a dealing, where 
the Con1pany's charge commences in the first rudi 
ments of the nlanufacture, anù not at the purchase 
at the place of sale and valuation: for they [thoro? ] 
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may be heavy losses on the value at which the saltpe- 
tre is estimated, \vhcn shipped off on their account, 
without any appcarance in the account; and the in- 
quiries of your Committee to find the charges on the 
saltpetre previous to the shipping have been fruitless. 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN INDIA. 


THE other link by \vhiûh India is bound to Great 
Britain is the goverIunent established there originally 
by the authority of the East India Con1pany, and af- 
terwards modified by Parlialnent by the acts of 1773 
and 1780. This system of goVerIllnellt appears to 
your Conunittee to be at least as much disordered, 
and as 
uch perverted from every good purpose for 
\vhich lawful rule is established, as the trading sys- 
tem has been froln every just principle of con11nerce. 
Your COlnmittee, in tracing the causes of this dis- 
order through its effects, have first considered the 
goverlunellt as it is constituted and lnanaged within 
itself, beginning with its most essential and funda- 
mental part, the order and discipline by which the su- 
prelne authority of this kingdom is 111aintaiued. 
The British goverIunent in India being a subordi- 
nate and delegated power, it ought to be considered 
as a fuudaillelltal principle in such a system, that it 
is to be preserved in the strictest obedience to the 
go\ernlnent at home. Adu1inistration in India, at 
an inuncnse distance froln the seat of the supreille 
authority, - intrusted with the ll10St extel1sive pow- 
ers, -liable to the greatest telnptations, - possess- 
ing the alnplest lneans of abuse, - ruling over a 
people guarded by no distinct or well-ascertained 
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priyileges, ,vhose language, 111ßnners, and radical pre- 
judices render not only redress, but all c0111plaint on 
their' part, a Inatter of extrelne difficulty, - such an 
adnlillistration, it is evident, never can be 111ade sub- 
servient to the interests of Great Britain, or even tol- 
eraLle to the natives, but by the strictest rigor in ex- 
acting obedience to the cOll1mallds of the authority 
lawfully set oyer it. 
But your COlnn1ittee find that this principle has 
been for some years very little attended to. Before 
the passing the act of 1773, the professed purpose of 
which ,vas to secure a better subordination in the 
C0111pany's servants, such ,vas the firmness with 
which the Court or Directors lnaintained their au- 
thority, that they displaced Governor Cartier, con- 
fessedly a 111eritorious ser\""ant, for disobedience of 
orders, although his case was not a great deal more 
than a question by whonl the orders .were to be 
obeyed.* Yet the Directors were so sensiblc of the 
necessity of a punctual and literal obedience, that, 
conceiving their orders ,vent to the parties ,vho ,vere 
to obey, as \vell as to the act to be done, they pro- 
cceded with a strictness that, in all cases except that 
of their peculiar goverllnlcnt, might ,veIl be consid- 
ered as rigorous. nut in proportion as the nec
ssity 
of cnforcing obedience grew stronger and 1110re ur- 
gent, and in proportion to the magnitude and im- 
portance of the objects affccted by disobedience, this 
rigor has been relaxed. ltcts of disobedience have 
not only grown frequent, but systernatic; and they 
have appeared in such instances, and are 11l8uifested 
in such a lUanneI', as to ailloullt, in the C0111pany's 



 Vide Committee's Fifth Report, page 21, and Appendix to that 
Heport, No. 12. 
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servants, to little less than absolute independence, 
against which
 on the part of the Directors, there is 
no struggle
 and hardly 
o lunch as a protest to pre- 
ser\
e a claÏ1u. 
Before your Conllllittee proceed to offer to the 
House their relllarks on the nlo
t distingui
hed of 
the
p in
tances, the particulars of which they have 
all'parly reported, they deeIn it neccs
ary to enter 
into SOlllC detail of a tran
action equally extraordi- 
nary and Ïlllportant, though not yet brought into the 
view of Parlialllent, ,,
hich arpear
 to have laid the 
foundation of the principal abuses that ensueù, as 
well as to ha\'e given strength and encouragen1ent 
to those that exi
.:ted. To this transaction, and to 
the conclusions naturally deducible fro III it, your 
COIlunittee attribute that general spirit of disobe- 
dience and inùependence \vhich has since prevailed 
in the government of Dengal. 
Your Conlluittee find that in the year 1775 )11'. 
Lauchlan )Iacleane \n.1S sent into England as agent 
to the 
abob uf 
trcot and to )11'. Hastings. 1'he 
conduct of )11'. Hastings, in a

istillg to extirpate, for 
a SUIll of 1l101lCY to be paid to the Conl pany, the inllo- 
cent nation of the Ruhilla
, had drawn u!Jon hinl the 
censure of the Court uf Directors, and the unanilllous 
censure of the Court of Proprietors. The fOl'lner had 
even re
ohged to prepare an 
pplication to his )1ajesty 
for )11'. Ha
tillg
's di
nlÏ
sioll. 
.A.nother General Court "
as called on this proceed- 
in
'. )Ir. Hasting
 was then opcnly 
llpported by a 
n1ajority of the Court of Proprietor::;, who profe
sed 
to entertain a good opinion of his general ability 
and rectitude of intention, notwith
tandillg the unan- 
imous censure passed upon hilll. In that censure 
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they therefore seelned disposed to acquiesce, without 
pushing the 11latter farther. But, as the offence ,vas 
far frolll trifling, and the conden'111ation of the 111eas- 
ure recent, they did not directly attack the resolu- 
tion of the Directors to apply to his 1\Iajesty, but 
voted in the ballot that it shuuld be reconsidered. 
The business therefore rell1ained in suspense, or it 
rather seel11ed to be dropped, for SOlne 1l10llÌhs, when 
1\11'. 1\Iacleane took a step of a nature not in the least 
to be expected frolll the condition in which the 
cause of his principal stood, which was apparently as 
favorable as the circlunstances could bear. IIitherto 
the support of 1\11". IIastings in the General Court 
was only by a rnajority; but if on application froln 
the Directors he should be re1noved, a 11lere 111ajority 
would not have been sufficient for his restoration. 
The door would have been barred against his return 
to the COl11pany's service by one of the strongest and 
1110st substantial clauses in the Regulating Act of 
1773. 
Ir. 1\Iacleane, probably to prevent the mani- 
fest ill consequences of such a step, canle forward 
with a letter to the Court of Directors, declaring his 
provisional powers, and offering on the part of 1\11'. 
IIastings an inunediate resignation of his office. 
On this occasion the Directors showed themselves 
extrel11ely punctilious with regard to 
Ir. 
Iacleane's 
powers. They probably dreaded the charge of be- 
con1Ïng acconlplices to an evasion of the act by 
"rhich 
Ir. Hastings, resigning the service, ,vonld 
escape the consequences attached by la,v to a dis- 
Inission; they therefore delnanded 
lr. l\Iacleane's 
written authority. This he declared he could not 
give into their hands, as tbe letter contained other 
Inatters, of a nature extremely confidential, but that, 
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if they would apIJoill t a conuuittee of the Directors, 
he would readily COUlllluuicate to them the necessary 
parts of the letter, and give thenl perfect satisfac- 
tion with regard to his authority. Å delJlltation was 
accordingly nained, who reported that they had seen 

1r. Ha
tings's instructions, contained in a paper ill 
lti
 an'n ltan.dll'ritinfJ, and that the authority for the 
act now done by )[1'. )Iacleane was clear and suf 
ficiellt. )11'. ,r ansittart, a ye1'Y particular friend of 
)11'. Hastings, and )11'. John Stewart, his n10st at- 
tached and confidential dependant, attended on this 
occasion, and proved that direction:, perfectly corres- 
pondent to this written authority had been given by 

1r. Hastings in their presence. By this Ineans the 
powers "
ere fully authenticated; but the letter re- 
Illained safe in )11'. )Iacleane's hands. 

 othing being no,,? "?allting to the satisfaction of 
the Directors, the resignation was forn1ally accepted. 
311'. "Theler ,,-as llallled to fill the vacancy, and pre- 
sented for his 
Iajesty's approbation, which was re- 
ceived. The act was cOlnplete, and the office that 
)11'. Hastings had resigned was legally filled. This 
proceeding was officially notified in Bengal, and Gen- 
eral Claye1'ing, as senior in Council, was in coursc. 
to 
ucceeù to the office of Governor-General. 

Ir. Hastings, to extricate hÌ1nself froll1 the diffi- 
cultie
 into ,,-hich this resignation bad brought hÜu, 
had recou1'
e to one of those unlooked-for anù hardy 
Iueasures which characterize the ,,-hole of his ad- 
n1Ïllistration. lie caIne to a resolution of disowll- 
ing his agent, denying his letter, and disayowing his 
friends. lie insisted on continuing in the execution 
of his office, and supported bÍlnself by such reasons 
as coulù be furnished in 
uch a cause. Ân open 
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cl1Ìsm instantly di,-ided the Council. General Clav- 
ering claillled the office to which he ought to suc- 
('eed, and 
Ir. Francis allhel'cd to hiln: 1\11'. TIal'well 
stuck to 
Ir. IIastiugs. The two parties assclnLled 
separately, and everything waf: running fast into a 
confusion which suspended governillent, and lnight 
vcry prohahly haye ended in a civil war, had not the 
jndg;es of the Suprelne Court, on a reference to theIn, 

ettled the contro\Tersy by deciding that the resigna- 
tion was an invalid act, and that 
Ir. Hastings was 
still in the legal possession of his place, which had 
been actually filled up in England. It was extraor- 
dinary that the nullity of this resignation should not 
have been discovered in Englalld
 ,,-here the act au- 
thorizing the resignation then ,vas, where the agent 
was personally present, where the ,vitllesses wcre cx- 
amined, and \vhere there wa
 and could be no want 
of legal advice, either on the part of the Con1pany 
or of the cro,vn. The judges took no light 111attor 
upon then1 in superseding, and thereby condelnning 
the legality of his l\Iajesty's a ppointlnent: for such it 
becalne by the royal approhation. 
On this detern1Ïnation, such as it was, the division 
in the lueeting, Lut not in the luillds of the Council, 
ceased. General Cla\Tering unifonnly opposed the 
conduct of 
Ir. IIastings to the end of his life. Rut 
1\fr. Hastings sho-wcd n10re telnper unùer Hluch great- 
er provocations. III ùisclaituing hi
 agent, and in ef- 
fect accusing hÍ111 of an ÎInpo
tnrc the nlo
t deep- 
ly injurious to his character and fortune, and of the 
grof'sest forgery to support it, he was 1';0 VCI'y lnild 
and indulgent as not to sho\v any active res
lltlnellt 
against his unfaithful agent, Bor to c.omplaill to tho 
Court of Dircctors. It was expected ill Bengal that 
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some strong nleasures would have immediately been 
taken to preserve the just rights of the king and of 
the Court of Directors; as this proceeding, unac- 
conlpanied with the severest aninladversion, n1anifest- 
ly struck a decisive blow at the existence of the most 
essential powers of both. But your Committee do 
not find that any measures whatever, such as the case 
spelued to den1and, were taken. The observations 
Inade by the Court of Dir
ctors on what they call 
"these e
rtraordina17J transactions" are just and w"ell 
applied. They conclude with a declaration, " that the 
1Jzeasures which it 'might be necessary f01
 thent to take, 
in order to retrieve the honor of the Cornpany, and to 
preve:nt the like abuse ft'011Z being practised in future, 
should have their 'most serious and eal
liest considera- 
tion " ; and with this declaration they appear to have 
closed the account, and to have dismissed the subject 
forever. 
Å sanction was hereby given to all future defiance 
of every authority in this kingdom. Several other 
nIatters of conlplaint against 
[r. Ha
tings, particular- 
ly the charge of peculation, fell to the ground at the 
sanIe tiuIe. Opinions of counsel had been taken rel- 
ative to a prosecution at law upon this charge, from . 
the then .Attorney and the then Solicitor-General and 

Ir. Dunuing, (now the Lords Thurlo,v, Loughhor- 
ough, and .A
hburtoll,) together with 
[r. .A.dair (now 
Recorder of London). 
olle of them gave a posith.e 
opinion against the grounds of the prosecution. The 
.Attorney-General doubted on the p,'udence of the pro- 
ceedings, and cen
ured (as it ,veIl deserved) the ill 
statelnent of the case. Three of thenI, 
Ir. "... edder- 
burn, )11'. Dunning, and 
Ir. .A_dair, ,vere clear in fa- 
vor of the rro
('cntion. Xo prosecution, however, was 
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had, and the Directors contented thelnselves with cen- 
suring and admonishing 
lr. Hastings. 
With regard to the Suprelne Council, the 111cll1bers 
who chose (for it was choice only) to attend to the 
orders which were issued fron1 the languishing au- 
thority of the Directors continued to receive unprof- 
itable applauses and no support. Their corref'pond- 
ence was always filled with cOlnplaints, the justice of 
which was always adn1Ìtted by the Court of Directors; 
but this adll1Ïssion of the existence of the evil sho,ved 
only the Ï1npotence of those ,vho ,vere to administer 
the relnedy. The authority of the Court of Directors, 
resisted "\vith success in so capital an instance as that 
of the resignation, was not likely to. be respected in 
any other. 'Vhat influence it really-had on the con- 
duct of the COlnpany's servants Inay be collected froln 
the facts that followed it. 
The disobedience of 
fr. Hastings has of late not 
only beco1l1e uniforll1 and systeluatical in practice, 
but has been in principle, also, supported by hhn, and 
by 1\fr. Barwell, late a Inember of the Suprelne Coun- 
cil in Bengal, and now a nlember of this House. 
In the Consultation of the 20th of July, 1778, Mr. 
. Barwell gives it as his solcnIn and deliberate opinion, 
that, " ,vhile 1\11'. Hastings is in the goVel'lllnent, the 
respect and dignity of his station should be supported. 
In these selltÍlnellts, I must decline an acquiescencc 
in any order which has a tendency to bring the gov- 
ernment into disrcpute. As the COlnpallY have the 
nlcans and power of forlning their own adlninistration 
in India, they may at pleasure place .Wh01l1 they please 
at the head; but in my opinion they arc not author- 
ized to treat a person in that post with indignity." 
By tre.ating thel11 with indignity (in the particular 
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cases wherein they have declined obedience to orders) 
they nlu
t llleall those orders which inlply a censure 
on any part of their conduct, a rever
al of any of their 
proceedings, or
 as )11'. Barl\ell expresses himself in 
"'
ords verr significant, in any orùers that have a ten- 
dency to bring their government into disrepute. The 
amplitude of this latter description, reserving to them 
the juc1gnlent of any orders which have so n1uch as 
that tendency, puts them in possession of a complete 
independence, an independence including a despotic 
authority over the f'ubordillates and the country. The 
very 111eanS taken .by the Directors for enforcing their 
authority becomes, on this principle, a cause of fur- 
ther disobedience. It is observable, that their prin- 
ciples of disobedience do not refer to any local con- 
sideration, o\erlooked by the Directors, which might 
supersecle their o
'ders, or to any change of circum- 
stances, which might render another course advisable, 
or even perhaps necessary, - but it relates solely to 
their own interior feelings in matters relative to them- 
selves, and their opinion of their own dignity and rep- 
utation. It is plain that they ha\e wholly forgotten 
who they are, and what the nature of their office is. 
1\11'. Hastings and )11'. Barwell are Seryallts of the 
Conlpany, and as such, by the duty inherent in that 
relã.tion, as well as by their special covenants, were 
obliged to yield obedience to the orders of their nlas- 
tel's. They have, as far as they were able, cancelled 
all the bonds of this relation, and all the sanctions of 
these covenants. 
But in thus throwing off the authority of the Court 
of Directors, 1\11'. IIastings and 1\11'. Barwell have 
thro\vn off the authority of the .whole legislative pow- 
er of Great Britain; for, by the Regulating Act of the 
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thirteenth of his 1\lajesty, they are expressly" direct- 
ed and required to pay due obedience to all such or- 
ders as they shall receive from the Court of Directors 
of the said United COIl1pallY." Such is the declara- 
tion of the la,v. But 
lr. Barwell declares that he 
declines obedience to any orders which he shall inter- 
pret to be indignities on a Governor-General. To the 
clear injunctions of thc legislature 1\11'. Hastings and 
1\1:1'. Barwell have thought proper to oppose thcir prc- 
tended reputation and dignity; a8 if the chief honor 
of public ministers in every situation .was not to yicld 
a cheerful obedience to the laws of their country. 
Your Committee, to render cvident to this House the 
general nature and tendency of this pretended dig- 
nity, and to illustrate the real principles upon 'which 
they appear to have acted, think it necessary to Inake 
observations on three or four of the cases, already re- 
ported, of Inarked disobedience to particular and spe- 
cial orders, on one of which the above extraordinary 
doctrine ,vas Inaintained. 
These are the cases of 1\11'. Fo,vke, 1\11'. Bristo,v, and 
Mahomed Reza IChân. In a few weeks after the death 
of Colonel 1\1:onson, 
lr. IIastings having obtained a 
Inajority in Council by his casting vote, 
Ir. Fowke 
and 1\1:1'. Bristow were called froin their respective of- 
fices of Residents at Benares and Qude, places ,vhich 
have becolnc the scenes of other extraordinary opera- 
tions Hnùer the conduct of 1\fr. Hastings in person. 
For the recall of 
lr. Bristow no reason was assigned. 
The reason af'signed for the proceeding with regard 
to 1\11'. Fowke was, that" the purposes for which he 
was appointed were then fully accolnplished." 
An aCCOl
nt of the removal of 1\11'. Fowke was com- 
municated to the Court of Directors in a letter of the 
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22d of December, 177G. On this notification the 
Court had nothing to conclude, but that 
1r. Hast- 
ings, fronl a rigid pur
uit of econolny in the rnallage- 
lllent of the COlnpallY's affairs, had recalled a useless 
officer. But, without alleging any variation ,vhatso- 
ever in the circlllnstanccs, in less than twenty day
 
after the order for the recall of )11'. Fowke, and 
tlle very day after the di.':5patch containing an account 
of the transaction, )11'. flastings recoillmended )11'. 
Grahall1 to this very office, the end of which, he 
declared to the Directors but the day before, had 
been fully accoinplished; aud not thinking this suffi- 
cient, he appointed )11'. D. Barwell as his assistant, 
at a salary of about four hundred pounds a year. 
.Against this extraordinary act General Clavering and 

1r. Francis entered a protest. 
So early as the 6th of the following January the 
appointlnent of these gentleinen was communicated 
in a letter to the Court of Directors, without auy 
sort of color, apology, or explanation. That court 
found a servant removed fronl his station without 
conlplaint, contrary to the tenor of Olle of their stand- 
ing injunctions. They allow, however, and with rea- 
son, that, " if it were possible to suppose that a sav- 
ing, &c., had beeu his Illotive, they ,,"ould have ap- 
pro\Ted his proceeding. But that w.hen inlll1ediately 
afterwards two persons, with two salaries, had been 
aIJpointed to execute the office ,vhich had been filled 
,,-ith reputation by )11'. Fowke alone, and that )11'. 
Graham enjoys all the elnohllnents annexed to the 
office of 
Ir. Fowke," - they properly conclude that 

1r. Fowke wa
 reilloved without jll
t cause, to ruake 
way for )11'. Grahaul, and strictly elljoin that the for- 
mer be reinstated in his office of Re
iùellt as Post- 
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master of Benares. In the same letter they assert 
their rights in a tone of becoluillg firmnes
, and de- 
clare, that" on no account ,ve can perlnit our orders 
to be disobeyed or. our authorit.y disregarded." 
It wa
 now to be seen whi
h of the parties was to 
give ,vay. The orders ,vere clear and preci
e, and 
enforced by a strong declaration of the resolution of 
the Court to luake itself obeyed. 
lr. IIastings fair- 
ly joined issue upon this point ,vith his Inasters, 
and, having disobeyed the general instructions of the 
COIIlpallY, detern1iued to pay no obedience to their 
special order. 
On the 21st July, 1778, he moved, and succeeded 
in his proposition, that the execution of these or- 
ders should he suspended. The reason he assigned 
for this suspension lets in great light upon the true 
character of all these proceedings: "That his con- 
sent .to the recall of 1\11'. Grahan1 would be adequate 
to his own re
ignation of the service, as it would in- 
flict such a wound on his authority and i1
fluence that 
he could not lnailltain it." 
If that had heen his opinion, he ought to have re- 
signed, and not disobeyed: because it was not neces- 
sary that he should hold his office; but it wa
 ne- 
cessary, that, whilst he held it, he f;hould obey his 
superiors, and SUbIuit to the law. l\Iuch 1n01'e truly 
.was his conduct a virtual resignation of his lawful 
office, and at the f;aIue tinle an usurpation of a situa- 
tion which did not belong to him, to hold a suhordi- 
nate uffice, and to refuse to act according to its d u- 
ties. Had his authority been self-originated, it would 
have been \vounded hy his f;ublnissioll; but in this 
case the true nature of hif' authority ,vas affinned, 
110t injured, by his obedience, because it was a power 
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derived froln others, and, by its .essence, to be exe- 
cuted accorùing to their directions. 
In this detern1Ïned disobedience he was supported 
by )11'. Barwell, who on that occasion delivered the 
dangerous doctrine to which your COllunittee have 
lately ad verted. .
fr. Fow ke, who had a nlost 111ate- 
rial intere
t in thi
 detcrInillation, applied by letter 
to he infol'lned concerning it. ..A.ll ans"er was sent, 
acquainting hÜn coldly, and ,vithout any reason as- 
l3igned, uf what had been resolved relative to his of- 
fice. This cOlnnHulÏcation was soon followed by an- 
other letter fronl )11'. Fowke, with great submission 
and renlurkable decency asserting his right to his 
office under the authority of the Court of Directors, 
aI\d for solid reasons, grounded on the Company's 
express orders, praying to be infornled of the charge 
against hÜn. This letter appears to have been re- 
ceived by 
Ir. Hastings and 
1r. Barwell very lof- 
tily. 
1r. Ha
tings said, "that such applications 
were irregular; that they are not accoll11table to 
1r. 
Fowke for their resolution re
rccting hin1. The rea- 
sons for 
u
pending the execution of the orders of 
the Court of Directors contain no charge, nor the 
slightest imputation of a charge, against 
1r. Fowke; 
but I see no reason li'h!! the bOalYl shoul{l condescend 
to tell lâlÌt 
f)." Accordingly, the proposition of )11'. 
Francis and )1r. 'Yheler, to inform 
Ir. Fowke " that 
they had no reason to be di

atisfied with his con- 
duct," on the preyious question ,vas rejected. 
TIy this resolution 
Ir. Hastings and )11'. Barwell 
discoyered another principle, and no less dangerous 
than the first: nalnel)', that persons deriving a valu- 
able interest under the Conlpany's orders, so far 
from being heard in favor of their right, are not so 
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much as to be infonned of the grounds on ,vhich the)' 
are deprived of it. 
The arrival soon after of Sir Eyre Coote giving 
another opportunity of trial, the quef'tion for oLedi- 
ence to the C0111pany's orders ,vas again * l>rought on 
by )11'. Frallei
, and again recei\'ec1 a negative. Sir 
Eyre Coote, though present, and declaring, that, had 
he been at the original consultation, he should have 
voted for the illullediatc execution of the COlnpany's 
orders, yet he ,vas resoh'ed to avoid ,vhat he called 
any kind of retrospect. His neutrality gained the 
questiun in favor uf thi
, the third re
olution for 
disobedience to orders. 
The resolution in Bengal being thus decisively tak- 
en, it came to the turn of the Court of Directors to 
act their part. They did act their part exactly in 
their old n1anner: they had recourse to their old 
ren1edy of repeating orders \vhich had been diso- 
beyed. The Directors declare to 1\11'. IIastings and 

Ir. Barwell, though ,vithout any apparent reason, 
that " they have read 'l(}it7
 a8lonislvnent tlwir f01"uzal 
resolution to suspend the execution of their orders; 
that they shall take such lneasures as appear neces- 
sary for pre;:serving the ctutlwrity of the Court of IJirec- 
tors, and for pre\renting such instances of direct and 
wilful disobedience in their servants in tiule to cOlne." 
They then renew their directions cOllcerning 
lr. 
Fowke. The event of this sole nleasuro taken tn 
preserye their authority, and to prevent instances 
of direct and wilful disobedience, your Committee 
\vill state in its proper place, - taking into considera- 
tion, for the present, the proceedings relative to 
lr. 
Bristo\v, and to 
laholued Reza IChân, which were 


. 1st and 5th April, 1779. 
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altogether in the ::-an1e spirit; but as they were di- 
versified in the CirCUll1
tallces of disobediencc, as \vell 
from the case of )11'. Fowke as from one another, and 
as these cirCull1stances tend to disco,er other dan- 
gerous principles of abuse, and the general prostrate 
condition of the authority of Parliament in Bengal, 
your Conll11ittee proceed first to 111ake some observa- 
tions upon them. 
The province of Oude, enlarged by the accession of 
several extensive and once flourishing territories, that 
is, by the country of the Rohillas, the district of Co- 
raIl and 
\.11ahabad, and other provinces betwixt the 
Ganges and J lUl111a, is under the nOlninal don1Ïnion 
of one of the princes of the country, called Åsoph ul 
Do-wlah. But a body of English troops is kept up 
in his country; and the greatest part of his revenues 
are. by one description or another, substantially un- 
der the adlninistration of English subjects. He is to 
all purposes a dependent prince. The person to be 
eillployed in his dominions to act for the C01l11nittee 
[C0111pany?] 'was therefore of little consequence in 
his capacity of negotiator; but he was vesteù with 
a trust, great and critical, in all pecuniary affairs. 
These provinces of dependence lie out of the system 
of the Conlpany's ordinary achninistration, and trans- 
actions there cannot be so readily brought undcr the 
cognizance of the Court of Directors. This renders 
it the n10re necessary that the Residents in such 
places should be persons not disapproved of by the 
Court of Directors. They are to Iuanage a pernla- 
neilt interest. which is not, like a 111atter of political 
negotiation, varialJle, and ,
'hich, froI11 circUlllstances, 
might possibly excuse some degree of di:--cretionary 
latitude in construing their orders. During the life- 
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time of General Clavering and Colonel 
Ionsoll, 
lr. 
Bristow was appointed to this Presidency, aud that 
appointment, being app1'O\Ted and coufirmed by the 
Court of Directors, becalne in effect their OWll. 
fr. 
I3l'isto,v appears to have shown hirnself a luan of tal- 
ent
 aud activity. He had Leen principally concerned 
in the negotiations by ,vhich the C0111pallY's interest 
in the higher provinces had been established; and 
those services ,vere considered by the Presidcncy of 
Calcutta as so meritorious, that they voted hilll ten 
thousand pounds as a reward, \vith In any expres
ions 
of esteen1 and honor. 
1\11'. Bristow, however, ,vas recalled by 1\11'. Hast- 
ings and 
Ir. Barwcll, ,vilo had then acquired the Ina- 
jority, without any cou1lJlaint having been assigned 
as the cause of his rellloval, and 1\11'. l\Iiddleton was 
sent in his stead to reside at the cavital of Oude. 
The Court of Directors, as soon as they could be ap- 
prised of this extraordinary step, in their letter of 
the 4th of July, 1777, express their Rtrongest disap- 
probation of it: they order 1\11'. 
Iiddleton to be re- 
called, and 
Ir. Bristow to be reinstated in his office. 
In Decelnber, 1778, they repeat their order. Of these 
repeated orders no notice was taken. 1\11'. Bristow, 
fatigued with unsuccessful private applications, ,vhich 
met with a constant refusal, did at length, on the 1st 
of l\lay, 1780, adùre
s a letter to the board, luakillg' 
his claÜn of right, entitling hÌ1nself to his offices [of- 
fice ?J under the authority of the Court of Directors, 
and cOlnplail1illg of the hardships which he suffered 
by the delay in adlnitting hÜn to the exercise of it. 
'fhis letter your COl1nnitteè have inserted at large in 
the Fifth Report, having found nothing whatsoever 
exceptionahle ill it, although it seen1S to ha,'e excit- 
ed the warmest rescntLnent in 
lr. lIastillgs. 
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This claim of the party gave no new force to the 
order of the Directors, which reinained without any 
attention frolll the board fronl 2\11'. Bristow's arrival 
until the 1st of )Iay, and with as little frolll the 1st 
of )Iav to the 2nd of October follo\ving. On that 
day, 
Ir. Francis, after having caused the repeated 
orders of the Court of Directors to be first read, 
nloved that 
fr. Bristo,v should be reinstated in his 
office. This Inotion, in itself just and proper in the 
highest degree, and iI
 which no fault could be found, 
but that it ,\Tas not Inade n10re early, was received by 
)11'. IIastings with the greatest Inarks of resentment 
and indignation. He declares in his minute, that, 
".were the 1nost deterInined adversary of the British 
nation to possess, by whatever means, a share in the 
adininistration, he could not devise a measure in it- 
self so pernicious, or time it so effectually for the 
ru.in of the British interests in India." Then turn- 
ing to the object of the illotion, he says, " I will ask, 
Who is 1\11'. Bristow, that a melnber of the adminis- 
tration should, at such a tÏ1ne, l
old him forth as an 
instruJ1wnt for the degradation of the first executive 
'J1lember of this goverJvnent? What are the professed 
objects of his appointlnent? ""'"hat are the ?nerits 
and services, or what the qualifications, \vhich enti- 
tle hinl to such unCOllllnon distinction? Is it for his 
superior integrity, or from hi
 enl
nent abilities, that he 
is to be dignified at such hazard of every considera- 
tion that ought to influence the 111CInbers of this ad- 
nlinistration? Of the fornler (his integrity) I know 
no proofs
. I aln sure it is not an evidence of it, that 
he has been enabled to Inake hilnself the principal in 
such a cO'Jnpetition: and for the test of his abilities I 
appeal to the letter which he has da1 y ed to write to 
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this board, and which I am asha1l1ed to say we have 
suffered. I desire that a copy of it n1ay be inserted 
in this day's proceedings, that it lTIay stand before the 
eyes of every InelTIber of the hoard, when he shall 
give his vote npon a question for giving their con- 
fidence to a man, their ser
tant, who has publicly 
insulted the'Jn, /tis 'Jnaf;ters, and the melubers of the 
goVerIllUent to whom he owes Ids obedience, - who, 
assu111illg an association ,vith the Court of Directors, 
and erecting hiInsclf into a tribunal, has arraigned 
them for disobedience of orders, passed judgment npori 
then1, and condenlned or acquitted thent, as their 'lnagis- 
trate or superior. Let the board consider, ,vhether 
a luau possessed of so independent a spirit, ,vho has 
already shown a contempt of their authority, ,vho has 
ShO.Wll himself so 'wretched an advocate for his own 
cause and negotiator for Ids O'll'n interest, is fit to be 
trusted with the guardianship of their honor, the ex- 
ecution of their 111easures, and as their confidential 
manager and negotiator with the princes of India. 
As the motion has been unaccolupanied by any rea- 
sons \vhich should induce the board to pass their 
acquiescence in it, I presume the Inotion ,vhich pre- 
ceded it, for reading the orders o.f the Court of Dh'ec- 
tors, was intended to serve as an argu'ment for it, as 
well as an 'l'ntroducti011 to it. The last of those ,vas 
dictated the 23rd December, 1778, aln10st t,YO years 
past. They were dictated at a tilne when, I aln sorry 
to say, the Court of Directors \vere in the haóit oj' 
cttsth1[J reproach 'Upon my conduct and heaping indigni- 
ties 'Upon my station." 
Had the language and opinions which prevail 
throughout this part of the n1inute, as well as in 
all the others to which your Conuuittee refer, been 
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uttcred suddcnly and in a pa
sion, however unpro- 
voked, sonle 
ort of apology luight be Inade for the 
Go\-#crnor-Gencral. But when it was produced five 
l1Ionth!:; aftcr the supposed offcncc, and then deliv- 
ered ill \\Titing, which alway
 Ïlllplies the po\ver of 
a greater degrce of recollection and sclf-conllnalld, 
it sho".s how decply the principles .of disobedience 
had taken root in his nlind, and of an aSSUllIption 
to hiln!'clf of exorbitant powers, which he choosef 
to di!'tillguish by the title of .. his prerogative." In 
thi:-: abo will be found an ob
cure hint of the cau
e 
of his disobedience. which your COllllnittee conceive 
to allude to the lllain cause of the disorders in tbe 
gOYCrlln1cllt of India, - nalllCly, an underhand COln- 
l1IunicaíÏoll with Europe. 
)11'. IIa
tillgs. by hi:; confidcnce in the support 
deriycd fro 111 this sonrce, or from the habits of in- 
dependent power, is carried to such a length as to 
consider a l1lotion to obey the Court of Directors 
as a degradation of the executive governUlent in 
his person. lIe looks upon a clai111 under that au- 
thority, and a cOll1plaint that it Ita::; produccd no 
effect, as a piece of daring insolence which he is 
aShall1ed that the board ha
 suffered. The Lehavior 
,rhich your Conlluittee con
ider as so intenll'erate 
and dc:--potic he regarùs as a culpable degree of 
patience anll forbearance. l\Iajor Scott, his agent, 
entcr
 f:u H1uch into the principles of )11'. IIastings's 
conduct as to tcll your Conunittee tha.t in bis opinion 
Lord Cliyc would haye sent hOHle )11'. Bristow a pris- 
oncr upon such an occasiun. It is worthy of reru:u'k, 
that, ill the very sanIe breath that )lr. Hastings so 
heavily condclllIls a junior officcr in the COlnpauy's 
s-ervice (not a servant of the Council, as he hazards 
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to call hiln, but their fellow-servant) for Inerely com- 
plaining of a supposed injury and requiring redress, 
he so far forgets his own subordination as to reject, 
the orders of the Court of Directors eyen as an aJ'[Ju- 
rnent in favor of appointing a person to an office, to 
preslulle to censure hi
 undouLted 111aste1's, and to 
accuse them o( haying been "in a habit of casting 
reproaches upon 
lÍ1n, and heaping indignities on his 
station." l\.nd it is to Le obseryed, that this censure 
"'as not for the purpo
e of seeking or obtaining re- 
dress for any injury, but appeared rather as a reason 
for refusing to obey their lawful cornmands. It is 
plainly ilnplied in that 111inute, that no servant of the 
Company, in 1\11'. Bristow's rank, would dare to act 
in such a 1TIalll1ef, if he had not by indirect 111eans 
obtained a pre111ature fortunc. This alone is suffi- 
cient to show the situation of the Conlpany's servants 
in the subordinate situations, ,vhen the 111ere claim 
of a right, deriyed froln the sovereign legal po,ver, 
becomes fatal not only to the objects which they 
pursue, but deeply ,voullds that reputation Loth for 
ability and integrity by which alone they are to be 
qualified for any other. 
If anything could add to the disagreeable situation 
of those \vho are sulnnitted to an authority conducted 
on such principles, it is this: The C0111pany bas or- 
dered that no cOlnplaint shall be 111ade in Europe 
against any of the Council without being previou:-;ly 
COllllnUllicated to theln: a regulation fOl'lnecl upon 
grave reasons; and it ,vas certainly Inade in favor 

f that board. But if a person, having ground of 
cOlnplaillt against the Council, by Inaking 11S0 of the 
Inode prescribed in favor of that very Council, and by 
cOlnplainillg to thell1Selves, COUllllits an offcllce for 
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which he may be justly punished, the Directors have 
not regulated the mode of cOluplaint, they have ac- 
tually forbidùen it; they havc, on that supposition, 
renollllcûd their authority; and the w'hole systelu of 
their officers is delivered over to the arbitrary will 
of a few of their chief ser\-ant
. 
During the \\-hole day of that deliberation things 
\vore a decided face. :àlr. Hastiilgs stood to his 
principles ill their full extent, and seenled resolved 
upon unqualified disobedience. But as the deLate 
'was adjourned to the day following, tin1e \vas giycn 
for expedients; and such an expedient was hit upon 
Ly 
Ir. Hastings as \viII, no doubt, be unexpected by 
the House; but it serves to thro,v new lights upon 
the 1110tives of all his struggles with the authority 
of the legislat}.lre. 
Tlhe next day the Council met upon the adjourn- 
ment. Thcn )11'. Hastings proposed, as a compro- 
mise, a division of the object in question. Oue balf 
was to be surrendered to the authority of the Court 
of Directors, the other ,vas reserved for his dignity. 
But the choice he luade of his own share in this par- 
tition is very worthy of notice. He had taken his sole 
ground of objection against )11'. Bristow on the sup- 
posed ill effect that such an appointment would have 
all the luinds of tbe Indian powers. He said, ,. that 
these powers could have no dependence on his fulfil- 
ling his engagenlents, 07. maintainÍtlg the faitJ
 of trea- 
ties which he n1Ïght offer for their acceptance, if they 
saw him treated with such contenlpt." )11'. Bristo,v's 
appearing in a political character was the 'lchJle of his 
cOluplaint; yet, when he COlnes to a voluntary distri- 
Lution of the duties of the office, he gives )11'. Bris- 
to,v those very political negotiations of ,vhich but the 
VOL. VIII. 13 
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194 Klt\TH REPORT OF SELECT COl\Il\IITTEE 


day before he had in such strong tenIlS declared hiIn 
personally incapable, whose appointment he con
id- 
cred to be fatal to those negotiations, and which he 
then 'spoke of as a 111easurc in 'itself such as the bit- 
terest advcrsary to Grcat Britain \vould have pro- 
poscd. But having thus yiclùcd his \vhole ground 
of ostensiLle ohjection, he reserved to his o\vn ap- 
poillhnent the cntire ll1allage1l1ent of the pccuniary 
trust. .A.ccordingly he na1ned )11'. Bristo\v for tbe 
foriller, and )11'. )Iiddletoll for the latter. On his 
OW11 vrinciples he ought to have done the very re- 
verse. On every justifiaLle principle he ought to 
have done so; for a servant who for a long tÏ1Ile re- 
sists the orders of his Inasters, and whcn he reluc- 
tantly gives way obeys the111 by halves, ought to he 
remarkably careflJl to. IIlake his actiQns correspond 
\vith his words, and to }Jut hhnself out of all 
nspi- 
cion with regard to the purity of his Illotives. It was 
possible that the political reasons, which were solely 
assigned against 
lr. lll'isto\v'S apIJointtnent, nlÌght 
have been the real Inotives of :\11'. I-Iastings's oppo- 
sition. But tbese he totally abandons, and holùs 
fast to the pecuniary departlncnt. Now, as it is no- 
torious that 1110st of the ahuses of India gro\v out 
of n10ney-dcaling, it was peculiarly unfit for a ser- 
vant, ùclicate with regard to his reputation, to re- 
quire a per.
onal and confidel
tial agcnt in a 
ituation 
mcrely official, in \vhich secrecy and personul COll- 
nections coul<l be of no possible use, and could only 
serve to cxcite distrust. l\latters of account caIlnot 
be 111ade too public; and it is not the most confidcn- 
tial agent, but the 1110st responsible
 who is the fit- 
test for the Inanagclllcllt of pecHIliary trusts. That 
man ..was the fittest at OIlce to do the duty, and to 
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rellloV'e all suspicions frolll the Governor-General's 
character
 ,,
honl, by not being of his appoinhnellt, 
he could not he supposed to favor for privat
 pur- 
poses, w"ho n1ust naturally stand in awe of his in- 

pectioll, and .whose n1Ï
conduct could not possibly 
IJe inIputahle to hinl. Such an agency in a pecu- 
niary trust was the very last on which 1t[r. Hastings 
ought to have risked his disobedience to the orders 
of the Direction, - or, what is even worse for his 
n10ti\es, a direct contradiction to all the principles 
upon which he had attenIpted to justify that bold 
111easure. 
The conduct of 
Ir. Hastings in the affair of 
Ia- 
homed Reza Khân was an act of disobedience of 
the same character, but wrought by other instru- 
111ents. When the Duanné (or universal perception 
and management of the revenues) of Bengal was ac- 
quired to the Conlpany, together with the c01l111land 
of the arlllY, the Xabob, or governor, naturally fell 
into the rank rather of a subject than that even of 
a dependent prince. Yet the preservation of such a 
power in such a degree of subordination, with the 
crinlÍnal jurisdiction, and the care of the puLlic or- 
der annexed to it, was a wise and laudable policy. 
It preserved a portion of the goveruillcllt in the hands 
of thc nativcs; it kept them in respect; it rendered 
thenI quiet on the change; and it pre,?cntec1 that 
vast kingdon1 frolll .wearing the dangerous apI)ear- 
allce, and still lllore frOll1 sinking into the terrible 
state, of a country of conquest. Your COl1ul1ittee 
has already reported the luanneI' in which the C()}ll- 
pany (it 111Ust be allowed, upon pretences that ,,
ill 
not bear thc slightcst exan1Ïnation) diverted fronl its 
purposes a great part of the revenues appropriated 
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to the country government; but they \vere very 
properly anxious that ,vhat relnained should be well 
adlninistered. In the lifetime of General Claverillg 
and Colonel 
lonson, 1\1ahollled Reza Khân, a man 
of rank among the nati \Tes, ,vas judged by thenl the 
fittest person to conduct the affairs of the Nabob, 
as his N aib, or deputy: an office well knO\Vll in the 
ancient constitution of these provinces, at a tinle 
\vhen the principal magistrates, by nature and situ- 
ation, were l110re efficient. This appointment was 
highly approved, and in consequence confinned, by 
the Court ,of Directors. 1\11'. Hastings and 1\11'. Bar- 
well, ho\vever, thought proper to relnove hinl. To 
the authority of the Court of Directors they opposed 
the request of the Nabob, stating that he was arrived 
at the comnlon age of lllaturity, and stood in no need 
of a deputy to manage Ids affairs. On former occa- 
sions 1\11'. Hastings conceived a very low opinion of 
the condition of the person whonl he thus set up 
against the authority of his masters. "On a fornler 
occasion," as the Directors tell hiIn, "and to serve a 
very different purpose, he had not scrupled to declare 
it as visible as the sun that the Nabob was a mere 
pageant, ,vithout even the shadow of authority." But 
011 this occasion he became more substantial. 1\11'. 
Hastings and 
Ir. Bürwell yielded to his representa- 
tion that a deputy was not necessary, and accordingly 
1\1aholned Reza Khân was removed from his office. 
However, lest allY one should so far mistrust their 
understanding as to conceive theln the dupes of this 
pretext, they who had disobeyed the Conlpany's or- 
ders under color that no deputy was necessary Ï1nme.. 
diately 3Jppoint another deputy. This independent 
prince, who, as 
Ir. Hastings said, "bad an incon.. 
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testable right to his situation, and that it was his by 
inheritance," suddenly shrunk into his old state of in- 
significance, and was even looked upon in so Iowa 
light as to receive a severe repriuland from 111'. Hast- 
ings for interposing in the duties of his (the deputy's) 
office. 
The Conlpany's orders, censuring this transaction 
in the strongest terms, and orderÜ'lg )lahonled Reza 
Khân to be inlnlediately restored to the office of Xaib 
Subahdar, were received in Calcutta in November, 
1779. )11'. Ha
tings acted OIl this with the finnness 
which he had sho\vn on other occasions; but in his 
principles he went further. l.'hinking himself assur
d 
of SOllIe extraordinary support, suitable to the open 
and determined defiance with which he was resoh"ed 
to oppose the lawful authority of his superiors, and to 
exercise a despotic power, he no longer adhered to 

lr. Bar"
en's distinction of the orders which had a 
tendency to bring his government into disrepute. 
This distinction afforded sufficient latitude to disobe- 
dience; but here he disdained all sorts of colors and 
distinctions. He directly set up an independent right 
to achninister the government according to his pleas- 
ure; and l1e went so far as to bottonl his claim to act 
independently of the Court of Directors on the very 
statute which commanded his obedience to theIne 
He declared roundly, "that he should not yield to 
the authority of the Court of Directors in any instance 
in which it should require his concession of the rights 
which he held under an act of Parlianlent." It i
 too 
clear to stand in need of proof, that he neither (lid Ol' 
could hold any authority that was not 
ul
ect. in 
every particle of it, and in every instance in which it 
could be exercised, to the orders of the COHrt of Di- 
rectors. 
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He therefore refu
ed to Lack the Company's orders 
with any rcq uisitioll frol11 hÜnself to the Nabob, but 
n1erely suffered t11e111 to be trans1nitted to hin1, leav- 
ing it to hin1 to do just as he thought proper. The 
Kabob, who called 
Ir. Hastings" his patron, and de- 
clared he ,vould never do anything without his con- 
sent and approbation," perfectly understood this kind 
of signification. For the second titue the Nabob re- 
coyel'ed froln his trance of pageantry and insignifi- 
cance, and collected courage enuugh to ,vrite to the 
Council in these ternlS: "I a(hninister the affairs of 
the Nizalllut, (the gOyenllnent,) .which are the affairs 
of 1ny oUJn fanâly, by 11/;Jj own autlw'rity, and shall do 

o; and I never can on any account agree to the ap- 
}1oinÍlnent of the K abob 
lahollled Reza Khân to the 
Naib Suhahship." Ilere was a second independent 
po,ver in Bengal. This answer froIn that pov,rer 
proved as satisfactory as it was resolute. No further 
notice ,vas taken of the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and 
Iah01ned Reza Khân found their protection 
u1uch more of a shado\v than the pageant of po\ver of 
which he aspired to be the representative. 
This act of disobedience differs fro1l1 the others in 
one particular \vhich, in the opinion of .your C01n- 
Inittee, rather aggravates than extenuates the offence. 
In the others, )Ie
srs. IIastings and llarwell took the 
responsibility 011 thell1selves; here they held up the 
pretext of the country gOyel'lllnent. However, they 
obtained thereby one of the objects which they appear 
to have systeulatically pursued. .A_s they had in the 
other instances shown to the llritish servants of the 
COlll}Jany that the Directors were not able to protect 
theIn, here the sallIe lesson was taught to the natives. 
'Vhilst the 111atter lay between the native po,ver and 
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the ser\ants
 the fOrll1Cr was considered by 111'. Hast- 
ings in the l110st contelnptible light. ""Then the que
- 
tion "'
as between the 
elTants and the Court of Di- 
rector=-" the nati\yc power wa
 asserted to be a self- 
deriyed, hereditary, uncontrollable authority, and en- 
couraged to act as such. 
In this manner the authority of the British legis- 
lattu'e was at that tinle treated with every 11lark of 
reprobation and contelnpt. But soon after a Inost 
unexpected change took place, by ,,,"hich the per
olls 
in who
e favor the Court of Directors had in vain 
interposed obtained 
pecific objects ",-hich had been 
refused to thenl: things were, ho"e\er, so well con- 
trived, that legal authority was nearly as uluch af- 
fronted by the apparent conlpliance with their orders 
as by the real resistance they had before ulet with. 
After long and violent contro\ersies, an agreeI11ent 
took place between )11'. Hastings and )11'. Francis. 
It appears that )11'. Hastings, eIubarrassed ,,,"ith the 
complicated wars and ruinous expenses into which his 
Ineasures had brought hiIn, Legan to think of procur- 
ing peace at honle. The agreenlent originated in a 
conversation held on Christlna
-Day, 1779, between 
)Iajor Scott, then aide-de-caulp, and now agent, to 
)11'. Hastings
 and 
lr. Ducarrel, a gClltlelnan high 
in the COll1pany
s 
er,-ice at Calcutta. 
lr. 
cott, in 
consequence of this conversation, was authorized to 
11lake ovcrtures to .111'. Francis through )11'. Ducarl.el: 
to declare )11'. Hastings tired of controversy; express- 
ing: hi
 wi
h to have the :\lahratta war entirely left to 
hinl; that there "ere certain points !te could not give 
up
. that he could 'uot (fQr rea
ons he then as
igned) 
i5ubmit to the restoration of 
lr. Fo,,-ke, 
lahollled 
Reza Khân, and )11'. Dristow; that lte !tad nut tlte 
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smallest personal obJection to tlteJ1
, and would willing. 
Iy provide for then1 in any other line. !Ir. Francis 
in this treaty insisted on thos:e very points .which Mr. 
Hastings declared he could never give up, and that 
his conditions ,vere the Con1pany's orders, - that 
is, the restoration of the persons .whom they had di- 
rected to be restored. The event of this negotiation 
was, that 1\11'. IIastings at length subn1Ìtted to 1\11'. 
Francis, a.nd that 
Ir. Fo,vke and l\f ahon1ed Reza 
!{hân ,vere reinstated in their situations. 
Your COlnn1Îttee observe on this part of the tì>3.11S- 
action of 
fr. I-Iastings, that as long as the question 
stood upon his obedience to his lawful superiors, so 
long he considered the restoration of these persons as 
a gross indignity, the 
u1Jn1Ïtting to which ,vonld de- 
stroy all his credit and influence in the country; but 
when it ,vas to acc01nmodate his O'Vll occasions in a 
treaty with a fello,v-servant, all these difficulties in- 
stantly vanish, and he finds it' perfectly consistent 
with his dignity, credit, and influence, to do for 1\11'. 
Francis ,vhat he had refused to the strict and reiter- 
ated injunctions of the Court of Directors. Tranquil- 
lity ,vas, however, for a tinle restored by this n1eas- 
ure, though it did not continue long. In about three 
Inollths an occasion occurred in .which 1\11'. Francis 
gave SOlne opposition to a measure proposed by 1\11'. 
Hastings, which brought on a duel, upon the 1nis- 
chieyous effects of \vhich your Comluittee have al- 
ready n1ade their observations. 
The departure of 1\11'. Francis soon after for Eu- 
rope opened a new scene, and gave rise to a third 
revolution. Lest the arralH!enlent with the servants 
o 
of the CoinpallY should have the least appearallce of 
being mistaken for obedicnce to their supcriors, 1\lr. 



OX THE APF .AIRS OF I
DI.A. 


201 


Francis was little more than a month gone, when 
)lr. Fowke was again recalled froll1 Benares, and .J.1Ir. 
Bristow soon after front Oude. In these measures 
1\11'. Hastings has cOlnhined the principles of disobe- 
dience ,vhich he had llsed in all the cases hitherto 
stated. In his 
Iinute of Consultation on this recall 
he refers to his fonner )Iinutes; and he adds, that he 
has ,
 a recent motive in the necessity of removing any 
circunlstance which 11lay contribute to lessen his in- 
fluence in the effect of any negotiations in which he 
111ay be engaged in the pro
ecution of his intended 
visit to Lucknow"." He here reverts to his old plea 
of preserving his influence; not content with this, as 
in the ca
o of 
Iahollled Reza Khân he had called in 
the aid of the Kabob of Bengal, he here calls. in the 
aid of the X 3 bob of Oude, 'who, Oil reasons exactly 
tallying with those given by 
Jr. Hastings, desires 
that )11'. Bristow" may be removed. The true weight 
of these requisitions w-ill appear, if not sufficiently ap- 
parent froln the known situation of the parties, by 
the following extract of a Iettor from this Nabob of 
Oude to his agent at Calcutta, desiring him to ac- 
quaint 
lr. IIastings, that, "if it is proper, I will 
,,-rite to the king [of Great Britain J, and the vizier 
[one of his 
I3jesty's luinistersJ, and the chief of the 
Company, in sllclt a 1ìlanner as he sltall direct, and in 
tlte word.-: that lie shall order, that 
lr. Bristow's view"s 
lllay be thwarted there." There is no doubt of the 
entire coöperation of the Nabob Asoph uI Dowlah 
ill all the de
igns of )11'. Hastings, and in thwarting 
the views of any persons "Tho place their rcIiancl] on 
the authority of this killgdoln. 
.Lis usual, the Court of Directors appear in their 
proper order in the procession. After this third act 
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of disobedience with regard to the saIne person and 
the sallIe office, and after calling the proceedings Ull- 
warrantable, " in order to vindicate and uphold tltei
' 
own autltoi'lt!!, and tltinlciu[/ it a duty incurnbent on 
t!tern to 1Jzaintain tlte authority of the (}ourt of Direc- 
tors," they again order l\Ir. Bristow to be reinstat- 
ed, aHd 
Ir. l\Iiùùleton to be recalleù: in this circle 
the whole 1no\'os \vith great regularity. 
The extraordinary operations of 
lr. Hastings, that 
soon after followed in evp.ry departInent which ,vas 
the suhject of all these acts of (lisoLedicllce, have 
luade thOlTI appear in a light peculiarly unpropitioufo' 
to his causo. It is but too probable, from his own ac- 
counts, that he 111edit:Üeù SOUle strong llleasnre, Loth 
at TIenares and at Gude, at the very till1e of the re- 
1110yal of those officers. lIe declares he kne,v that his 
conduct in those places was such as to lie very open 
to lllalicious relJrescntations; he ll1ust have been 
sensible that he was open to such represcntations 
froll1 the beginning; he was therefore Ï111pelled by 
everY.ll10tive ,vhich ought to influence a luan of 
sense by no means to disturb the order ,vhich he had 
last established. 
Of this, however, he took no care; but he was not 
so inattentive to the satisfaction of the sufferers, ei- 
ther in point of honor or of interest. rrhis ,vas 1UOst 
strongly Inarkeù ill the case of 1\lr. Fowke. I-lis rep- 
aration to that gelltlelnan, in point of honor, is as full 
as possiLlc. 1\11'. Ifastillgs "declared, that 110 ap- 
proved his character and his conduct in office, and 
believed that he lllight depend upon !tis exact und lit- 
eral obedience {tJul fidd#!! in the execution of the func- 
tions annexed to it." Such is the character of the 
man ,vhonl 
Ir. Ilastillgs a :,econd time ren10vcd frolll 
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the office to which he told the Court of Directors, in 
his letter of the 3rd of )Iarch, 1780, he had appoint- 
ed hÏ1n in conforluity to their orders. On the 14th 
of January, 1781, he again finds it an indispensable 
obligation in hilu to exercise vowers" inherent in the 
con
titutioll of his gOYCrnlllcnt." On this princilJle 
he clailued 

 the right of 1l0n1Ïnating the agent of his 
own choice to the Residence of Benares; that it is 
a repre
entative 
ituation: that, speaking for llly
elf 
alone, it may be sufficient to say, that )11'. Francis 
Fowke is not Î1tY agent; that I cannot give lâ}J
 my 
confidence
. that, while he continues at Benares, he 
stands as a screen between the Rajah and this govern- 
lllent, instead of an instrulnellt of control; that the 
Rajah hilnself, and every chief in Hindostan, will re- 
gard it as the pledge and foundation of his independ- 
ence." Here 
1r. Hastings has got back to his old 
principle
" where he takes post as Oll strong ground. 
This he declares" to be his objection to )11'. Fowke, 
and that it is insuperable." The very line before this 
paragraph he writes of this person
 to whonl he could 
not give his confidence, that "he believed he 111ight 
depend upon !tis fidelity, and his exact and literal obe- 
dience." )11'. :Scott, w'ho is authorized to defend )11'. 
IIastings, supported the saIne principles before your 
COllllnittee by a cOlllparisoll that a\'owedly reduces 
the Court of Directors to the state of a party against 
their t'ervants. lIe declared, that, in his opinion, .. it 
,\-ould be just ((s ab.
urd to deprive him of the power 
of non1Ïnating his alnbassador at Benares as it ,\'ould 
be to force on the 71Ûnistry of this country au aillbas- 
sador frolH tlte opposition." Snch is the opinion en- 
tertained in Dengal, and that but too effectually real- 
ized, of the relation betwecn the principal 
ervants of 
the COlnpany and the Court of Directors. 
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So far the reparation, ill point of honor, to Mr. 
Fowke was complete. The reparation in point of 
interest your C01l1n1ittee do not find to have been 
equally f'atisfactory; but they do find it to be of the 
Inost extraordinary nature, and of the 11l0st n1ischiev- 
ous exall1ple. 
Ir. Fowke had been deprived of a 
place of rank and honor,-the place of a public Vack- 
eel, or representative. The recompense proyided for 
him is a succession to a contract. 
lr. Hastings 
1110ved, that, on the expiration of Colonel 
Iorgan's 
contract, he should be appointed agent to all the boats 
elnployed for the Inilitary service of that establish- 
ment, with a commission of fifteen per cent on all dis- 
bursel1lents in that office, - permitting Mr. Po,vke, at 
the saIne time, to draw his allowance of an hundred 
pounds a lllonth, as Resident, until the expiration of 
the contract, and for three n10nths after. 

Ir. Hastings is hhnself stru_ck, as everyone n1l1st 
be, with so extraordinary a proceeding, the principle 
of which, he observes, "is liable to one n1aterial ob- 
jection." That one is n1aterial indeed; for, no lin1Ìt 
being laid down for the expense in which the per- 
centage is to arise, it is the direct interest of the per- 
son employed to make his department as expensive 
as possible. To this l\fr. Hastings answers, that 
" he is convince,d by experience it \vill be better per- 
fonned"; and yet he immediately after suhjoins, 
"This deject can only be corrected by the proLity of 
the person intrusted with so Ï1nportallt a charge; and 
I alll willing to have it understood, as a proof of tlte 
confidence I repose in Jfr. Fowlce, that I have propo
ed 
his appointIncllt, in opposition to a general prl
nciple, 
to a trust so constituted." 
In the beginning of this very 
Iinutc of Consulta- 
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tion, )11'. Hastings removes 
Ir. Fowke from the Resi- 
dency of Bcnares because "he canllot give hÏ1n his 
confidence"; and yet, before the pen is out of his 
hand, he violates one of the soundest general princi- 
ples in the whole system of dcaling, in order to giyc 
a proof of the confidence he reposes in that gentle- 
nlan. This apparent gross contradiction is to be rec- 
onciled but by one way, - .which IS, that confidence 
with Mr. Hastings COlnes and goes ,vith his opposi- 
tion to legal authority. 'Vhere that authority rec- 
onlmends any person, his confidence in hinl vanishes; 
but to show that it is the authority, and not the per- 
son, he opposes, when that is out of sight, there is no 
rule so sacred which is not to be violated to lnanifest 
his real esteeln and .perfect trust in the person whom 
he has rejected. However, by overturning general 
principles to cOlnplimellt 
Ir. Fowke's integrity, he 
does all in his power to corrupt it; at the saJne tÌIne 
he establishes an example that Inust either subject 
all future dealings to the same pernicious clause, or 
which, being on1Ïtted, Inust beconle a strong Ì1uplied 
charge on the integrity of those who shan hereafter 
be excluded froln a trust so constituted. 
It is not foreign to the object of your Conlmittee, 
in this part of their observations, which relates to the 
obedience to orders, to renlark upon the n1allner ih 
which the orders of the Court of Directors with re- 
gard to this kind of dealing in contracts are observed. 
These orders relate to contracts; and they contain 
two ::;tanc1illg regulations. 
1st, That all contracts shall be publicly advertised, 
and that the most reasonable proposals shall be ac- 
cepted. 
2ndly, That two cçutracts, those of proyisions and 
for carriage bullocks, shall be only annual. 
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These orders are undoubtedly sonle correctives to 
the abuses ,vhich Inay arise in this very critical arti- 
cle of public dealing. But the House" 'will relnark, 
that
 if the bu
iness usually carried on by contracts 
can be conyerted at pleasure into agencies, like that 
of )11'. Fowke, all these regulations perish of course, 
and there is no direction whatsoever for restraining 
the 1110st prodigal and corrupt bargains for the pub- 
lic. 
Your COlnmittee have inquired into the observance 
of these llece
sary regulations, and they find that 
they haye, like the re
t, been entirely contelnned, 
and contemned with entire impunity. .After the 
period of Colonel 
Ionson's death
 and 
Ir. Hastings 
and 
fr. Barwell obtaining the lead in the Council, the 
contracts were disl)Osod of without at all adyertising 
for proposals. Those in 1777 were given for three 
years; and the gentlen1en in que
tioll growing by 
habit and enconrage1nent into nlore boldness, in 
177Ð the contracts were disposed of for five years: 
and this they did at the eve of the expiration of their 
own appointlncnt to the govenunent. This increase 
in the length of the contracts, though contrary to 
orders, Inight have adluitted S0111e excuse, if it had 
been Inade, even ill appearance, the Ineans of les
- 
eHing the expenf'e. But the advantages allow'cd to 
the contractors, instead of being dilninished, w.ere en- 
larged, and in a Inanner far heyond the proportion 
of thc enlargell1ent of ter1ns. Of this abuse and con- 
teInpt of ol"ders a judglnent 111ay be forlned by the 
singlc. con tract for snpplying the arIny ,vith draught 
and carriage hullocks. As it stood at the expiration 
of the contract in 177Ð, the expcnse of that service 
was about one thousand three hundred pounds a 
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Dlonth. By the new contract, giyen away in Septem- 
ber of that year, the seryice was raised to the enor- 
BIOUS 
um of near six thousand pounds a 1110nth. 
The nlonthly increase, therefore, being four thousand 
seven hundred poundf'
 it constitutes a total increase 
of charges for the Conlpany, in the five years of thc 
contract, of no less a stun than two hundred and 
thirty-fivc thou
and pounds. Xow, as the forlner 
contract was, without doubt, sufficiently advanta- 
geous, a judgluent ll1ay be forllled of the extraya- 
gance of the present. The terIus, indeed
 pass the 
bound
 of al1' allowance for negligence and ignorance 
of office. 
The ca
e of )11'. Belli's contract for supplying pro- 
visions to the Fort is of the sallIe description; and 
what exceedingly increases the suspicion against this 
profusion, in contracts ulade in direct violation of Of- 
(ler
, is, that they are always found to be giyen in 
fayor of persons closely connected with )11'. Hastings 
in his fan1Ïly 
 or e,en in his actual service. 
The principles upon ".hich )11'. Hastings and )11'. 
TIal'\\cll justify this disobedience, if adn1itted, reduce 
the COlIlpallY's goverlllncllt, f'0 far as it regards the 
Suprenle Council, to a luere patronage,- to a 111ere 
pOl\-er of non1Ïnating pcr
ons to or renlo\ing theu1 
frolll an authority which i
 not only dé
potic with 
regard to those who are 
ubon1inate to it, hut in all 
it
 act
 entirely ÎlHlependcnt of the legal power ,vhich 
is non1Ïnally superior. These are principles directly 
lcading to the J-lestruction of the COlnpany
f' goycrn- 
Inen1. ..A_ correspondent practice being established, 
(as in this case of contracts
 as ,veIl as othcr

 it ha
 
been,) the 111eanS are furnished of effectuating this 
pu1'po
e: for the COIUlliOll superior, the C()1l11n!
'y, 
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having no power to regulate or to support their o\vn 
appointlnents, nor to renlove those WhOll1 they "Tish 
to re1110Ve, nor to prevent the contracts frolll being 
nlade use of against their interest, all the English in 
Bengal must naturally look to the next in authority; 
they Inust depend upon, follo,v, and attach thenl- 
selyes to hinl solely; and tlnts a party Inay be 
fonned of the ,vhole systeu1 of ciyil and ll1ilitary ser- 
vants for the support of the subordinate, and defiance 
of the supreme power. 
Your C0111n1Ïttee being led to attend to the abuse 
of contracts, .which are given upon principles fatal 
to the subordination of the service, and in defiance 
of orders, revert to the disobedience of orders in the . 
case of 
fahomed Reza Khân. 
This traÍ1saction is of a piece with those that pre- 
ceded it. On the 6th of July, 1781, 
rr. Hastings 
announced to the board the arrival of a ll1essenger 
and introduced a requisition frol11 the young Nabob 

Iobarek ul Dowlah, " that he n1ight be perntitted to 
dispose of his own stipend, witlwut being made to de- 
pend on the will of another." In favor of this requisi- 
tion 
Ir. Hastings urged various arguluen ts : - that 
the N aboL could no longer be deel11ed a minor;- 
that he ,vas twenty-six years of age, and father of 
many children; - that his understanding ,vas lunch 
ituproved of late by an attention to his education;- 
that these circUlnstances gave hÎln a claÏ1n to the 
uncontrolled exercise of dOlnestic authority; and it 
Inight reasonably be supposed that ,he \vonld pay a 
greater regard to a just econolny in his own fan1ily 
than had been Qbserved by those \vho ,vere aliens to 
it. For these reasons 
Ir. Hastings recolnmended to 
the board that 
Iaholned Reza Khân should be in1- 
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mediately divested of the office of superintendent of 
the Nabob's household, and that the 1Vabob JIobarek 
'lll Dowlalt should be intrusted with the exclusive and en- 
tire receipts and disbursements of his stipend, and the 
uncontrolled 'Jnanagenzent and regulation of his house- 
hold. Thus far your COlllmittee are of opinion that 
the conclusion corresponds with the; prelnises; for, 
supposing the fact to be established or adlnitted, that 
the Kabob, in point of age, capacity, and judglllent, 
was qualified to act for hinlself, it seeins reasonable 
that the managclllent of his domestic affairs should 
not be withheld froln hÏ1n. On this part of the pro- 
ceeding your COllln1Ïttee will only observe, that, if it 
,vere strictly true that the Kabob's understanding had 
been HInch iluproved of late by an attention to his 
education, (which seenIS an extraordinary way of 
describing the qualifications of a man of six-and- 
twenty, the father of many children,) the Inerit of 
such illlprOVelllent nlust be attributed to l.Iahollled 
Reza Khân, who was the only person of rank and 
character cOllnected with hÏ1ll, or who could be sup- 
posed to have any influence o,er hin1. lt1r. Hastings. 
hÏ1nself reproaches the :x abob ,vith J.aisin[J mean men 
to be his companions, aud tells hÏ1n plainly, that some 
persons, both of bad cha;.acter and ba8e origin, llad 
found the mefl1l8 qf insinuating themselves into his com- 
pany and constant fellolcshíp. In such society it is not 
likely tþat either the Nabob's n10rals or his under- 

tallding could ha,e been 1ìUtch inlproved; nor could 
it be deelned prudent to leave him without any check 
upon his conduct. 1\11'. Hastings's opinion on this 
point lnay be collected frolll what he did, but by no 
lneans fr0111 what he said, on the occasion. 
The House will naturally expect to find that the 
VOL. VIlI. 14 
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Nabob's request was granted, and that the resolution 
of the board was conforn1able to the terms of :àfr. 
IIastillgs's reC01l1111endation. Yet the fact is direct- 
ly the reverse. 
Ir. Ilastillgs, after advising that the 

Tabob should be intrusted lcith t!te exclusive and entÙ.e 
receipts and disbursements of lds stipend, inllnediately . 
corrects that advice, being aware that so sudden and 
llulÙnited a disposal of a large revenue might at first 
()ncourage a spirit of diss
pation in the Nabob, - and 
reserves to himself a power of establishing, l..vith tlte 
Æ1bob's consent, such a plan for the regulation and 
equal distribution of the Nabob's expenses _as should 
be adapted to tlte rlÙssÍ1nilar appearíuwe.
 of lJ1.eserving 
his interests and his i'ndependrnce at the same time. 
On the san1e c0111plicated principles the subsequent 
resolution of the Loard professes to allow the Nabob 
the managolnent of his stipend and expenses, - with 
an !tope, however, (which
 considering tho relative sit- 
uation of the parties, could be nothing less than an 
injunction,) that he \vouId SUbll1it to such a plan as 
should be agreed on between him and the Governor- 
Gen eral. 
The drift of these contradictions is sufficiently ap- 
parent. l\Iaholl1ed Reza !{hâll was to be divested of 
his office at all events, and the managen1ent of the 
Nabob's stipend cOl1unitted to other hands. To ac- 
c0111plish the first, the Nabob is said to be " now ar- 
rived at that tiule of life \vhen a 111an Inay be sup- 
posed capable, if' ever, of 111anaging his own concerns." 
\Yhen this principle has answered the lUolllentary 
purpose for which it wa
 produced, ,ve find it inune- 
diately discarded, and an opposite resolution fonned 
on an opposite principle, viz.
 that he shall not haye 
the managen1ent of hif' own concerns, in consideration 
of his want of e21Jerience. 
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rr. Hastings, on his arrival at 
Ioorshedabad, 
gives )11'. 'Yheler an account of his illtervie\v with 
the Nabob, and of the Nabob's implicit submission to 
his advice. The principal, if not the sole, object of 
the ,vhole operation appears from the result of it. 
Sir John D'Oyly, a gentleman in whom 
Ir. IIastings 
places particular confidence, succeeds to the office of 

Iaholnecl Reza Khân, and to the sanIe control over 
the Nabob's expenses. Into the hands of this gelltle- 
nIan the Nabob's stipend was to be imnzediately paid, 
as every intermediate channel wou1d be an unavoidable 
cause of delay
. and to his advice the Nabob was re- 
quired to give the same attention as if it were given 
by )11'. Hastings himself. One of the conditions pre- 
scribed to the Nabob "ras, that he should admit no 
Englisluuan to his presence ,vithout preyiously con- 
sulting Sir John D'Oyly; and he must forbid any 
person of tllat nation to be intruded 
()ithollt his intro- 
duction. On these arrangements it need only be ob- 
served, that a measure which sets out with profess- 
ing to relieve the Nabob from a state of perpetua.l pu- 
IJilage concludes with delivering not only his fortune, 
but his person, to the custody of a particular friend 
of 
Ir. Hastings. 
The instructions given to the Nabob contain oth- 
er passages that merit attention. In one place )11'. 
Hastings tells hiIn, " You have offered to give up the 
sum of four lacs of rupees to be allowed the free use 
of the relnainder; but this ,ve have refused." In 
another he says, that, "as many matters 'll-'ill occur 
U'hich cannot be so easily explained by letter as by con- 
versation, I desire that you will on such occasions give 
your orders to Sir John D'Oyly respecting such points 
as you may desire to have imparted to 'Jne." The 
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offer alluded to in the first passage does not appear 
in the Nabob's letters, therefore must have been in 
conversation, and declined by 1\11'. Hastings without 
consulting his colleague. A refusal of it n1ight have 
been proper; but it supposes a degree of incapacity 
in the Nabob not to be reconciled to the principles 
on ,vhich 
laholl1ed Reza Khân was rel110ved froin 
the I11anagell1ent of his affairs. Of the 111atters allud- 
ed to in the second, and which, it is said, could not be 
80 easily explained by letters as in conversation, no ex- 
planation is given. Your COll1mittee will therefore 
leave then1, as 
Ir. Hastings has done, to the opinion 
of the House. 
ÅS soon as the Nabob's requisition was communi- 
cated to the board, it ,vas Inoved and resolved that 
1tfaholl1ed Reza J{hân should be divested of his office; 
and the House have seen in .what manner it was dis- 
posed of. The Nabob had stated various c01l1plaints 
against him: - that he had disn1issed the old estab- 
lished servants of the Nizall1ut, and filled their places 
with his own dependants; - that he had regularly re- 
ceived the stipend of the Nizamut from the C01l1pany, 
yet had kept the Nabob involved in debt and distress, 
and exposed to the clal110rs of his creditors, and son1e- 
tin1cs even in want of a dinner. All these complaints 
were recorded at large in the proceedings of the 
Council; but it does not appear that they were ever 
COllln1ullicated to }'iahon1ed Reza J{hân, or that he 
was ever called upon, in any shape, to answer then1. 
This circUlllstance inclines your C01111nittee to be- 
lieve that all of these charges were groundless,- 
especially as it appears on the face of the proceed- 
ings, that the chief of thelll were not well founded. 
}Ir. Hastings, in his letter to }lr. 'Vheler, urges the 
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absolute necessity of the monthly payment of the Na- 
hob's stipend being rregularly made, and says, that, to 
relieve the Xabob's present want:;;, he had directed 
the Resident to raise an Ï1l1mediate supply 011 the 
credit of the Conlpany, to be repaid fron1 the fir
t re- 
ceipts. FroHl hence your COillll1ittee conclude that 
the 1110nthly paYll1ents had not been regularly 111ade, 
and that whatever distresses the Kabob nlight have 
suffered n1ust haye been owing to the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council, not to 
1aholned Reza Khân, who, 
for aught that appears to the contrary, paid away the 
stipend as fast as he received it. Had it been other- 
wise, that is, if )Iahoilled Reza Khâll had reserved a 
balance of the Xabob's 1110ney in his hand
, he should, 
and undoubtedly he would, have been called upon to 
pay it in; and then there would have been no neces- 
sity for raising an inul1ediate supply by other Inean:;;. 
The transaction, ou the whole, speaks very suffi- 
ciently for itself. It is a gross instance of repeated 
disobedience to repeated orders; and it is rendered 
particularly offensive to the authority of the Court 
of l)irectors by the frivolous and contradictory rea- 
sons a

igned for it. But ,vhether the Xabob's requi- 
sition was reasonable or not, the Governor-General 
and Council were precluded by a special instruction 
fro1l1 con1plying with it. The Directors, in their let- 
ter of the 14th of February, 1779, declare, that a 
resolution of Council, (taken by 
1r. Francis and 
)[1'. 'Yheler, in the ab
cnce of )11'. Barwell,) \-iz., 
.. that the 
 abob's letter should be referred to them 
for their decision, and that no resolution should be 
taken in Bengal on his requisitions \vithout their 

ppcial orders and instructions," ,yas very proper. 
They prudently reser\'ed to theillseives the right of 
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deciding on such questions; but they reserved it 
to no purpose. In England the authority is purely 
forn1al. In Bengal the power is positivè and real. 
When they clash, their opposition serves only to de- 
grade the authority that ought to predominate, and to 
exalt the power that ought to be dependent. 


Since the closing of the above Report, many ma- 
terial papers have arrived froin India, and have been 
laid before your COlnlnittee. That which they think 
it most hninediately necessary to annex to the Appen- 
dix to this Report is the resolution of the Council- 
General to allow to the 111elnbers of the Board of 
Trade resident in Calcutta a charge of five per cent 
on the sale in England of the investment forlned up- 
on their second plan, llanlely, that plan which had 
been cOInn1unicated to Lord 
Iacartney. The invest- 
ment on this plan is stated to be raised from 800,000l 
to 1,000,000l. sterling. 
It is on all accounts a very 111emorable transaction, 
and tends to bring on a heavy burden, operating in 
the nature of a tax laid by their own authority on 
the goods of their Inasters in England. If such a 
compensation to the Board of Trade was necessary 
on account of their engagem.ent to take no further 
(that is to say, no unlawful) emolument, it hnplies 
tlUtt the practice of n1aking such unlawful einolu- 
111ent had fOrll1erly existed; and your Conunittee 
think it very extraordinary' that the first notice the 
COlllpallY had received of such a practice should be 
in taxing the111 for a cOlnpensation for a partial aboli- 
tion of it, secured on the parole of honor of those very 
persons who are supposed to have been guilty of this 
unjustifiable conduct. Your COlnlnittee consider this 
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engagement, if kept, as only a partial abolition of the 
implied corrupt practice: because no part of the com- 
pensation is given to the members of the Board of 
Trade who reside at the several factories, though 
their means of abuse are without all comparison 
greater; and if the corruption was supposed so ex- 
tensive as to be bought off at that price where the 
means were fewer, the House will judge how far the 
tax has purchased off the evil. 


. 
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ELEVENTH REPORT 


From the SELECT CO:\DIITTEE appointed to take into con- 
sideration the state of the administration of justice in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and to report 
the same, as it shall appear to them, to the House, with 
their observations thereupon; and who were instructed 
to consider how the British po
se55ions in the East In- 
dies may be held and governed with the greatest security 
and ad\9antage to this country, and by what means the 
happiness of the native inhabitants may bç best pro- 
tected. 


Y OUR Committee, in the course of their inquiry 
into the obedience yielded by the Company's 
servants to the orders of the Court of Directors, (the 
authority of which orders had been strengthened by 
the Regulating Act of 1773,) could not overlook one 
of the most essential objects of that act and of those 
orders, nanlely, the taking (if gifts and. presents. 
These pretended free gifts from the natives to the 
COlllpallY
s servants in power had never been author- 
ized by la,,; they are contrary to the covenants for- 
luerly entered into by the President and Council; 
they are strictly forbidden by the act of Parliament, 
and forbidden upon grounds of the 1110st substantial 
policy. 
Before the Regulating _\..ct of 1773, the allowances 
made by the Company to the Presidents of Bengal 
were abundantly sufficient to guaranty them against 
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anything like a necessity for giving into that perni.. 
cious practice. The act of Parliament .which appoint- 
ed a Governor-General in the place of a President, as 
it was extrelnely particular in enforcing the prohibi- 
tion of those presents, so it was equally careful in 
making an an1ple provision for supporting the dignity 
of the office, in order to remove all excuse for a cor- 
rupt increase of its en10lu111ents. 
Although evidence on record, as well as verbal tes- 
timony, has appeared before your COlnn1ittee of pres- 
ents to a large all10ullt having been received by 1\11'. 
Hastings and others before the year 1775, they were 
not able to find distinct traces of that practice in him 
or anyone else for a few years. 
The inquiries set on foot in Bengal, by order of the 
Court of Directors, in 1775, with regard to all corrupt 
practices, and the vigor ,vith which they were for 
SOlne tÌ1ne pursued, might have given a telnporary 
check to the receipt of presents, or Inight have pro- 
duced a 1110re effectual concealment of thein, a.nd af- 
terwards the calalnities which befell ah110st all who 
were concerned in the first discoveries did probably 
prevent any further complaint upon the subject; but 
to,vards the close of the last session your Con1n1ittee 
have received 111nch of new and alarming inforlnation 
concerning that abuse. 
The first traces appeared, though faintly and ob- 
scurely, in a letter to the Court of Directors fron1 the 
Governor-General, j\Ir. IIastings, written on the 29th 
of Novel11her, 1780.* It has been stated in a fonnel" 
Report of yonI' Con1mittee, t that on the 26th of J lille, 
1780, 
Ir. IIastings Leing very earnest in the prose.. 


*" Appendix B. No.1. 
t Vide ðH}lplement to the Second Report, page 7. 
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eu tioll of a particular operation in the Mahratta war, 
in order to remove objections to that Ineasure, which 
were Inade on account of the expense of the con tin- 
gencie::" he offered to exone1.ate the Company from 
that 10. charge." Continuing his Minute of Council, 
he says, "That SU111 " (a sum of about 23,0001.) ,,, I 
have already deposited, within a sUlall anlount, in 
the hands of the sub-treasurer; and I beg that the 
board will permit it to be accepted for that service." 
Here .he offers in his own person; he deposits, or 
pretends that he deposits, in his own person; and, 
with the zeal of a man eager" to pledge his private 
fortune in support of his measures, he prays that his 
offer may be accepted. X ot the least hint that he 
'was delivering back to the COinpany money of their 
own, which he had secreted froln them. Indeed, no 
lnall ever 11lade it a request, Hluch less .earnestly en- 
treated, ,. begged to be per111itted," to pay to any per- 
sons, public or private, money that ,vas their o-wn. 
It appeared to your C0l1lll1ittee that the Inoney of- 
fered for that service, which was to forward the oper- 
ations of a detachnlellt under Colonel Camac in an 
expedition against one of the l\lahratta chiefs, was 
not accepted. And your COllunittee, having directed 
search to be 
nade for any sums of money paid into 
the Treasury by 
Ir. Hastings for this service, found, 
that, notwithstanding his assertion of having depos- 
ited" "two lacs of rupees, or within a trifle of that 
SUIn, in the hands of the sub-treasurer," no entry 
whatsoe,er of that or any other payulen t by the Gov- 
ernor-General was nlade ill the Treasury accounts at 
or about that tiu1e. * This circu111stance appeared 
very striking to your Committee, as the llon-appear- 
· Appendix B. No.2. 
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ance in the Company's books of the article in ques- 
tion must be owing to. one or other of these four 
causes: - That the assertion of 
fr. Hastings, of his 
having paid in near two lacs of rnpees at that time, 
was not true; or that the sub-treasurer may receive 
great sums in deposit without entering them in the 
Company's Treasury accounts; or that the TL'easury 
books themselves are records not to be depended on; 
or, lastly, that faithful copies of these books of ac- 
counts are not transnlÎtted to Europe. The . defect 
of an entry corresponding with 
fr. Hastings's decla- 
ration in Council can be attributed only to .one of 
these four causes, - of which the want of foundation 
in his recorded assertion, though very blamable, is 
the least alarIuing. 
On the 29th of November following, 1\11'. Hastings 
communicated to the Court of Directors some sort of 
notice of this transaction. * In his letter of that date 
he varies in no small degree the aspect under which 
the business appeared in his Minute of Consultation 
of the 26th of June. In his letter he says to the Di- 
rectors, "The subject is now becon1e obsolete; the 
fair hopes which I had built upon the prosecution of 
the 
fahI'atta war have been blasted by the dreadful 
calan1Ïties which have befallen your Presidency of 
Fort ðt. George, and changed the object of our pur- 
suit froin the aggrandizement of your power to its pres- 
eryation." After thus confessing, or rather boast- 
ing, of his motives to the Mahratta war, he proceeds: 
" 1\Iy present reason for reverting to my own conduct 
on the occasion which I have mentioned" (naillely, 
his offering a sum of money for the Company's ser- 
vice) "is to obviate the false conclusions or purposed 
. Vide Appendix B. No. 1. 
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misrepresentations 'which may be made of it, either as 
an artifice of ostentation or the effect of corrupt influ- 
ence, by assuring you that the 1110ney, by u'hatever 
means it came into 'Juy posf<es:sion, 'ittas not nlY own, 
that I had nlyself no right to it, nor would or could 
ha\""e recei, ed it but for the occasion which prompt- 
ed me to a\""ail myself of the accidental means ,,-hich 
"Tcre at that instant afforded me of accepting and 
con \erting it to the property and use of the Com- 
pany: and with this brief apology I shall disluiss the 
subject." ," 
The apology is brief indeed, considering the nature 
of the transaction; and what is more Inaterial than 
its length or .its shortness, it is in all points unsatis- 
factory. The nlatter becomes, if possible, 1110re ob- 
scure by his explanation. Here was money received 
by )11'. Hastings, which, according to his own judg- 
lllent
 he had no right to receive; it was llloney 
which, .. but for the occasion that prolnpted him, he 
could not ha\""e accepted"; it was nloney which came 
into his,. and frOln his into the Conlpany's hands, by 
wars and means undescribed, and from persons un- 
nauled: yet, though apprehensive of false conclu- 
sions and purposed n1Ï
representations, he gh"es his 
employers no insight whatsoever into a matter 'which 
of all others stood in the greatest Heed of a fuB and 
clear elucidation. 
..Although he chooses to oluit this essential point, 
he expresses the 1110st anxious solicitude to clear 
hÏ1nself of the charges that llligh t be 11lade against 
hilU, of the artifices of ostentation, and of corrupt 
influence. To disco\""er, if po

ible, the ground for 
apprehending such inlputatioll
, your COllunittee ad- 
,erted to the circumstances in which he :,tood at the 
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titne: they fuund that this letter was dispatched 
about the tiine that 1\11'. Prancis took his pa
sagc for 
England; his fear of Iuisrepreselltatioll Inay there- 
fore allude to sOll1cthing which passe-d in conversa- 
tion between hin1 and that gentlen1an at the tilHe the 
offer was lnade. 
It ,vas not easy, on the Inere face of his offer, to 
give an ill turn to it. The act, as it stands on the 
Minute, is not only disinterested, but generous and 
public-spirited. If 
Ir. IIastings apprehended n1Ïs- 
representation froln 1\11'. Prancis, or fron1 any other 
person, your Con1n1Ïttee conceive that he did not em- 
ploy proper nleans fur defeating the ill designs of his 
adversaries. On the contrary, the 
ourse he has taken 
in his letter to the Court of Directors is calculated to 
excite doubts and sllspicions in n1inds the Inost favor- 
ably disposed to hill1. SonIc degree of ostentation is 
not extrelnely blan1able at a tiine when a n1an advan- 
ces largely fronl his private fortune towards the pub- 
lic service. It is hUlnan infinnity at the worst, and 
only detracts something froin the lustre of an action 
in itself lnel'itorious. The kind of ostentation which 
is crin1illal, and crÏ1ninal only because it is fi'audulent, 
is w113re a person 111akes a show of giving ,vhcn in 
reality he does not give. This Ï1npositiun is criininal 
Inore or less according to the circUll1stallces. TIut if 
the 1110ney received to furnish such a pretended gift 
is taken fron1 any third person without right to take 
it, a new guilt, and guilt of a 111uch ,vorse quality 
and description, is incurred. The Governor-General, 
in order to keep clear of ostentation, on the 2Ðth of 
Noveinber, 17g0, declares, that the SUln of 1110ncy 
which he offered on the 2Gth of the preceding June 
as his own was not his own, and that he had no right 
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to it. Clearing hilllself of vanity, he convicts him- 

elf of deceit, aud of injustice. 
The other object of this brief apology was to clear 
hÏ1nself of corrupt influence. Of all osten tation he 
stands con1pletely acquitted in the n10nth of N ovem- 
, bel', ho,vever he lllight have been faulty in that re- 
spect in the 1110ntl1 of June; but with regard to the 
other part of the apprehended charge, namely, corrupt 
influence, he gives no 
atisfactory solution. A great 
Slun of mOIley " not his own," -Illoney to which" he 
had no right," - money which came into his pos::;es- 
sion " by whatever 111eans" : - if this be not money 
obtained by corrupt influence, or by something worse" 
that is, by violence or terror, it will be difficult to fix 
upon circlllllstances which can furnish a presumption 
of unjustifiable use of power and influence in the ac- 
quisition of profit. The last part of the apology 
 
that he had converted this n10ney (" which he had no 
right to receive") to the Company's use, so far as 
your COllln1Ïttee can discover, does nowhere appear. 
He speaks, in the )Iinute of the 26th of June, as 
having then actually deposited it for the Company's 
ser\-ice; in the letter of :x oven1ber he says that he 
converted it to the Company's property: but there is 
no trace in the COlnpany's books of its being ever. 
brought to their credit in the expenditure for any 

pecific service, even if any such entry and expendi- 
ture could justify hÜn in taking money which he had, 
by his own confession, ,,, no right to receive." 
The Directors appear to have been deceived by this 
representation, and in their letter of J anual"Y, 178.2,. 
consider the nloney as actually paid into their Treas- 
ury. Even under their error concerning the appli-. 
· Appendix B. No.7. 
15 
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cation of the llloney, they appear rather ala1'lued 
than satisfied with the bri
f apolugy of the Governor- 
Gencral. They consider the whole procccding as ex- 
traordinary and 1nJjsteriolls. They, however, d'o not 
condcn1n it with any reluarkahle a
perity; after ad- 
111ittillg that he luight be induced to a teillporary 
secrecy respecting tlte members of tlte boar<<, frOin a 
fear of their resisting the proposed application, or 
any application of this Bloney to the COBlpany's use, 
yet they write to the Governor-Gencral and Council as 
follows: - " It does not appear to us that there could 
be any realllccessity fur delaying to connllunicate to 
us inlll1ediate infor1nation of the cltannel by which the 
money can1e into 1\11'. IIastillgs's possession, ,vith a 
complete illustration of the canse or causes of so ex- 
traordinary an eYeIÜ." .Linù again: "Thc mcans 
proposed of defraying the extra expcnses are very 
extraordinary
' anù the Bloney, we conceive, Inust 
have C0111e in to his hands hy an unusual channel; 
and ,vhen 1Hore cOlnplcte infonnation COlnes Lefore 
us, we shall give our selltinlellts fully on the transac- 
tion." .1\.lld f'peaking of this and other Inoneys under 
a sin1Ïlar description, they say, "'Y e shall suspend 
our judglllen t, ,vithout approving it in the least de- 
gree, or proceeding to censure our Govcrnor-Gcneral 
for this transaction." Thc expectations entertained 
by the Directors of a 1110re cOlnplete explanation 
,vere natural, anù theil' cxprcf'sion tender and te111- 
perate. TIut the IHore cOIHplete infonnation which 
they naturally expected they never have to this day 
received. 
1\11'. Hastings wrote two Inore letters to the Secret 
Committee of the COUl't of ] )irector
, ill which he mell- 
tiOllð this trau
actioll: the first dated (as he asserts, 
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and a )11'. 'Larkins swearf') on the 22d of 
Iay, 
1782 ; * the last, which accolnpanicd it, so late as the 
16th of Deccillher in the salllO year.t Though so 
long an interval lay between the transaction of the 
2Gth of June, 1780, and the Ini(hUe of Decenlbcr, 
1782, (upwards of two years,) no further satisfaction 
is givon. lIe has .written, since the receipt of the 
ahove lotteI' of the Court of Directors, (which cle- 
Inanded, ,vhat they had a right to delnand, a clear 
explanation of the particulars of this f'Unl of llloney 
,vhich he had no right to receh"e,) without giving 
theln any further satisfaction. Instead of explana- 
tion or apology, he assumes a tone of cOllIplaint and 
reproach to the Directors: he lays before thelli a 
kind of an account of presents received, to the 
alllount of upwards of 200,0001., - sonle at a C011- 

iderable distance of tÏ1ne, and .which had not been 
hitherto COlllIDllllicated to the COlnpany. 
In the letter \vhich accolnpanied that very extraor- 
dinary account, ,vhich then for the first tÏ1ne appeared, 
he discovers no sin aU ::;olicitÜde to clear hinIself fronl 
the Ï1nputation of having these disco\
eries drawn 
fro1l1 hiln by the terrors of the Parlialuentary inqui- 
ries then on foot. To remoye all suspicion of such 
a Inotive for lnaking these di
coverics, )11'. Larkins 
swears, in an affidavit lnade before )11'. Justice Hyde, 
bearing even date ,\"ith the letter which acconlpanies 
the account, that i
, of the 113th of Decelnber, 17b2, 
that this letter had been written by him on the 22<1 
of )1ay, sc'.el'al lnonths before it ,vas disp::ltched.t 
It appears that 
Ir. Larkins, who rnakes this yolun- 
tary affidayit, is neither secretary to the board, nor 


* Appendix B. Xo. 3 and So. 5. t Appendi
 B. Xo (i. 
t Vide Larkins's ..Affidavit, Appendix B. So. 5. 
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Mr. Hastings's private secretary, but an officer of the 
Treasury of Bengal. 
1\11'. Hastings wa
 conscious that a question would 
inevitably arise, ho,v he came to delay the sending 
intelligence of so very interesting a nature froin 
Iay 
to Decelnber. He therefore thinks it necessary to ac- 
count for so suspicious a circumstance. lie tells the 
Directors, "that the dispatch of the' Lively' having 
been protracted f

on1 tilHe to time, the acco1l1panyillg 
address, ,vhich was originally designed and prepared 
for that dispatch, and no other since occurring, has of 
course been thus long delayed." 
The Governor-General's letter is dated the 22d 
May, and the" Resolution" ,vas the last ship of the 
season dispatched for Europe. The public letters to 
the Directors are dated the 9th l\Iay; but it appears 
by the letter of the cOlnmander of the ship that he 
did not receive his dispatches fron1 l\fr. Lloyd, then 
at Kedgeree, until the 26th 1\lay, and also that the 
pilot was not discharged froln the ship until the 
11th June. 80111e of these presents (now for the first 
time acknowledged) had been received eighteen 
months preceding the date of this letter, - none less 
than four months; so that, in fact, he nlight have 
sent this account by all the ships of that season; but 
the Governor-General chose to write this letter thir- 
teen days after the deternlÏnation in Council for the 
dispatch of the last ship. 
It does not appear that he has given any communi.. 
cation whatsoever to his colleagues in office of those 
extraordinary transactions. N otlling appears on the 
records of the Council of the receipt of the presents; 
nor is the transmission of this account n1clltioned in 
the general letter to the Court of Directors, büt in a 
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letter from hÏ1nself to their Secret Committee, con- 
sisting generally of two persons, but at most of three. 
It is to be observed that the Governor-General states, 
" that the dispatch of the' Lively' had been protract- 
ed froin tilne to tilne; that this delay ,vas of no pub- 
lic consequence; but that it produced a situation 
whieh with respect to himself he regarded as unfor- 
tunate, because it exposed hÏ1n to the meanest Ï1n- 
putations, from the occasion which the late Parlia- 
n1entary inquiries have since furnished, but which 
were unknown when his letter was written." If the 
Governor-General thought his silence exposed hiln to 
the rneanest irnpntations, he had the n1eans in his own 
power of ayoiding those imputations: he n1ight have 
sen t this letter, dated the 22d 
Iay, by the Resolu- 
tion. For .we find, that, in a letter from Captain 
Poynting, of the 26th \fay, he states it not possible 
for hin1 to proceed to sea .with the smallest degree of 
safety without a supply of anehors and cables, and 
nlost earnestly requests they may be supplied from 
Calcutta; and on the 28th 
Iay we find a minute 
frOIH the Secretary of the Council, 1\11'. A.uriol, re- 
questing an order of Council to the master-attendant 
to furnish a sloop to carry down those cables; which 
order was accordingly issued on the 30th 
Iay. 
There requires no other proof to show that the Gov- 
ernor-General had the means of sending this letter 
seven days after he wrote it, instead of delaying it for 
near seven nlol1Íhs, and because no conyeyance had 
offered. Your COlnmittee must also ren1ark, that 
the conveyance by land to 
Iadras was certain; and 
whiht such Ï1nportant operations were carrying on, 
both by sea and land, upon the coast, that dispatches 
would be sent to the Adlniralty or to the COlllpallY 
was highly probable. 
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If the letter of the 22d 1tlay had been found in 
the list of packets ::5ellt by the Resolution, the Gov- 
ernor General would have established in a satisfac- 
tory lnanner, and far ueyonù the effect of any affida- 
vit, that the letter had been writtcn at the tin1e of 
the date. It appears that the Resolution, being on 
her yoyage to England, Inet \vith so severe a gale 
of wind as to be obliged to put back to Dongal, and 
to unload her cargo. This event l11ake8 110 difference 
ill the state of the transaction. 'Vhatever the cause 
of these ne\v discoveries Inight have been, at the tin1e 
of sending thelIl the fact of the Parlianlentary inquiry 
"vas publicly known. 
In the letter of the above date 1\11'. Haßtings la- 
nlents the lllortification of being reduced to take pre- 
cautions "to guard his reputation from dishonor." 
- " If I had," 
ays he, " at any time possessed that 
degree of confidence fron1 IllY Í1n'mediate elnployers 
which they have ne'.er withheld froin the rneanest 
of 111Y predecessors, I should have disdained to use 
these attentions." 
'Vho the rneanest of Mr. Hastings's predecessors 
were does not appear to your COlnmittee; nor are 
they ahle to discern the ground of propriety or decen- 
cy for his assluning to hÍlnself a right to call any of 
. then1 n1ean persons. But if such Ineall persons have 
possessed that degree of confidence froin his in1111edi- 
ate e111ployers .which for so Inany years he had not 
)Josse
sed "at any time," inferences must be drawn 
froIH thence very unfaxorable to one or the other of 
the parties, or perhaps to both. The attentions ,vhich 
he practises and disdains can in this case be of 110 
service to hin1self, hi
 en1ployers, or the public; the 
only attention at all effectual towards extenuating, 
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or in some degree atoning for, the guilt of having 
taken Inoner frolll individuals illegally was to be full 
and fair in his confc
sion of all the particulars of his 
offence. This l11ight not obtain that confidence ,,
hich 
at no titne he ha
 enjoyed, but 
till the C0l11pany and 
the nation l1light derive essential benefit from it; the 
Directors lnight be able to afford redress to the suf- 
ferers; and by his laying open the concealed chan- 
nels of abuse, Ineans might be furnished for the Letter 
discovery, and possibly for the prevention, or at least 
for the restraint, of a practice of the 1110St dangerous 
nature, - a practice of which the mere prohibition, 
without the means of detection, must ever prove, as 
bitherto it had proved, altogether frivolous. 
Your COlIlmittee, considering that so long a time 
had elapsed ,vithout any of that information which 
the Directors expected, and perceiving that this re- 
ceipt of Slllns of ll10ney under color of gift seelned a 
gro,ving evil, ordered the attendance of
Ir. Hastings's 
agent, 
Iajor Scott. They had found, on forl11er oc- 
casions, that this gentleu1an was furnished with much 
more eady and 1110re cOlnplete intelligence of the 
Con1pallY's affairs in India than was thought proper 
for the Court of Directors; they therefore exalnined 
him concerning every particular sum of money the 
receipt of which )11'. IIastings had confessed in his 
account. It was to their surprise that 
lr. 8cott pro- 
fessed hirnself perfectly uninstructed upon almost 
every part of the suLject, though the express object 
of his n1Ï
sion to England ,yas to clear up such luat- 
tel'S as luight be objected to 
Ir. Hastings; and for 
that purpose he had early qualified hiln
elf by the 
production to your C0l111llittee of his powers of agen- 
cy. The ignorance in which 
Ir. Hastings had left 
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his agent ,vas the 1nore striking, because he must 
have been Inorally certain, that, if his conduct in 
these points should have escaped anirnadversion frOln 
the Court of Directors, it Il1Ust hecolne an object of 
Parliamentary inquiry; for, in his letter of the 15th 
[16th?] of December, 1782, to the Court of Directors, 
he expressly Inentions his fears that those Parlialnell- 
tal'Y inquiries 111ight be thought to have extorted fron1 
hiln the confessions which he had made. 
Your Committee, however, entering on a more 
strict exalnination concerning the two lacs of rupees, 
which Mr. Hastings declares he had no right to takc, 
but had taken fron1 sonle person then unknown, 
.Alajor Scott recollected that 1vIr. Hastings had, in a 
letter of the 7th of Decelnber, 1782, (in which he rc- 
fers to SOlne fonner letter,) acquainted hÏ1n with the 
name of the person froin \VhOln he had received thesc 
two lacs of rupees, mentioned in the minute of June, 
1780. It turned out to be the Rajah of Bcnares, thc 
unfortunate Cheyt Sing. 
In the single instance in which 
fr. Scott sec1l1cd 
to possess intelligence in this Inatter, he is pre- 
ferred to the Court of Directors. Under their cell- 
sure as 
lr. Hastings was, and as he felt hinlself 
to be, for not informing thelll of the channel in 
which he received that money, he perseveres obsti- 
natelyand contelnptuously to conceal it froln theln; 
though he thought fit to intrust his agent with the 
secret. 
Your Committee were extremely struck with this 
intelligence. They were totally unacquainted with 
it, when they presented to the House the Supple- 
ment to their Second Report, on the affairs of Cheyt 
Sing. A gift received by 1\fr. Hastings froln the 
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Rajah of Benares gave rise in their minds to seri.. 
ous reflections on the condition of the princes of 
India subjected to the British authority. 1t1r. Hast- 
ings was, at the very tin1e of his receiving this 
gift, in the. course of Inaking on the Rajah of Be- 
nares a series of demands, unfounded and unjusti- 
fiable, and constantly growing in proportion as they 
were sulnnitted to. To these demands the Rajah 
of Bcnares, besides his objections in point of right, 
constantly set up a plea of poverty. Presents from 
persons who hold up poverty as a shield against 
extortion can scarcely in any case be considered as 
gratuitous, whether the plea of poverty be true or 
falf'e. In this case the presents might have been 
bestowed, if not with an assurance, at least with a 
rational hope, of sonle n1Ïtigation in the oppressive 
requisitions that were made by )11'. Hastings; for to 
give much voluntarily, w'hen it is known that luuch 
will be taken away forcibly, is a thing absurd and 
ilnpossible. On the other [one?] hand, the accept- 
ance of that gift by 
Ir. Hnçtillgs must ha,e pledged 
a tacit faith for SOlne degree of indulgence towards 
the donor: if it ,vas a free gift, gratitude, if it was 
a bargain
 justice obliged hinl to do it. If, on the 
other hand, 
Ir . Hastings originally destined (as 
he says he did) this Inoney, given to hÍlnself se- 
cretly and for his private enlolument, to the use 
of the Conlpany, the Con1pany's fa,yor, to whom he 
acted as trustee, ought to have been purchased by 
it. In honor and justice he bound and pledged 
hill1self for that power which was to profit by the 
gift, and to profit, too, in the success of an expe- 
dition .which 
lr. Hastings thought so necessary to 
'-heir aggrandizelnent. The unhappy man found his 
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llloney accepted, but no favor acquired on the part 
either of the COlnpallY or of 
Ir. Hastings. 
Your COlnnlÍttee have, in another Report, stated to 
thr Ilouse that 
Ir. IIasting
 attrihuted the cxtre111ity 
of distress which the detaclullcnts under Colonel Ca- 
111aC had suffered, and the great ùesertions \vhich en- 
sued on that expedition, to the want of punctuality 
of the Rajah in Inaking payulent of one of the sunu; 
which had been extorted frolH hiln; and this want 
of punctual paYlnent ,vas afterwards as
iglled as a 
pl'illcipal rea
on for the ruin of this prince. Your 
COl1llnittee have shown to the }[o1.1se, by a c0111pal'il;;on 
of facts and dates, that this charge is \\
holly "Tithout 
foundation. But if the cause of Colonel Calnac's fail- 
nre had been true as to the SHin which was the ohject 
of the public deinand, the failure could not be attrib- 
uted to the Rajah, when he had on the instant private- 
ly furnished at least 23,000l. to l\fr. IIastings, - that 
is, furnished the identical 1110ney \vhich he tells us 
( hu t carefully concraling the nalne of the giver) he 
had froln the beginning destined, as he afterwards pub- 
licly offered, for this very expedition of Colonel Ca- 
n1:lC's. The cOlnplication of fraud and cruelty in the 
transaction adnlÏts of fe\v parallels. 
Ir. IIastings at 
the Council Board of Bengal displays hitnself as a zeal- 
ous servant of the COlnpany, bountifully giving frOll1 
his own fortune, and in his letter to the Directors (as 
he says hiinself) as going out of the ordinary roads 
for their advantage; * and all this on the credit of 
snpplie
 derived froln the gift of a luan wholn he treats 
,vith the utmo
t severity, and whOln he accuses, in 
this particular, of disaffection to the COlnpany's cause 
and interests. 


* Vide Appendix B. No.1. 
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""ith 23,000l. of the Rajah's rnoncy in his pocket, 
he persecutes hiln to his destruction, - as
igning for 
a reason, that his reliance on the Rajah's faith, and 
his breach of it, ,yere the principal cau
e
 that no oth- 
er provision was Inade for the detaclllncn t on the spe- 
cific expedition to which the Rajah's specific n10ney 
was to be applied. The Rajah had .given it to be dis- 
posed of by )11'. IIastings; and if it was not disposed 
of in the best 111anner for the accon1plishillg his ob- 
ject
, the accn
er hiIuself is the crin1Ïnal. 
To take nloney for the forbearance of a just de- 
mand ,vonld have been corrupt only; but to urge 
uujust puLlic deillands, - to accept private pecuniary 
favors in the course of those delllands, - and, on the 
pretence of delay or refusal, without mercy to perse- 
cute a benefactor, - to refuse to hear his rell1onstran- 
ces, - to arrest hÍ1n in his capital, in his palace, in the 
face of all the people, - thus to give occasion to an 
insurrection, and, on prctext of that insurrection, to 
refuse all treaty or explanation
 - to drive him from 
his goverllll1ent and his country, - to proscribe hÎln 
in a gcncral an1nesty, - and to send hi1l1 all over 
India a fugitive, to publish the shalue of British gov- 
erllll1cnt in all the nations to ,vhonl he successively 
fled for refuge, - these are proceedings to which, for 
the honor of Inunan nature, it is hoped few parallels 
are to be found in history, and in which the illegality 
and corruption of the acts fornl the sll1allest part of 
the n1Ï
chief. 
Such is the account of the first stun confessed to be 
taken as a present by 
lr. Hastiug
, since the year 
177:>; and such are its COll
cq nences. )lr. IIastings 
apologizes for this action br declaring 
.. that he would 
not have recei\ycd the Inolley but for the occasion, 
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which pronlpted him to avail himself of the acciden- 
tal means which were at that instant afforded hÌln of 
accepting and converting it to the use of the COlnpa- 
uy." * By this account, he considers the act as ex- 
cusable only by the particular occasion, by the telnp- 
tation of accidental1neans, and by the suggestion of 
the instant. How far this is the case appears by the 
very next paragraph of this letter in which the ac- 
count is given and in which the apology is lnalle. If 
these ,vere his sentiments in June, 1780, they lasted 
but a very short time: his accidental means appear 
to be growing habitual. 
To point out in a clear manner the spirit of the 
second money transaction to which your Comrnittee 
advert,ed, which is represented by Mr. Hastings as 
having SOllle "affinity with the former anecdote," t 
(for in this light kind of phrase he chooses to ex- 
press himself to his masters,) your COlnmittee think 
it necessary to state to the House, that the business, 
namely, this business, ,vhich ,vas the second object of 
their inquiry, appears in three different papers and 
in three different lights: on comparing of these au- 
thorities, in everyone of which 
Ir. Hastings is him- 
self the voucher, if one of the three be true, the other 
two HUlSt necessarily be false. 
These three authorities, ,vhich your ComnÜttee has 
accurately cOßlpared, are, first, his lllinutes on the 
Oonsultations ; t secondly, his letter to the Court of 
Directors on the 29th of Novelnber, 1780 ; S thirdly, 
his account, translnittcd on the 16th of Dccclnber, 
1782.11 
About eight 1110nths after the first transaction rela- 
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tive to Cheyt Sing, and which is just reported, that is, 
on the 5th of January, 1781,1\11'. Hastings produced a 
demand to the Council for 1110ney of his own expended 
for the COlllpany's service.* Here was no occasion 
for secrecy. lIl
. Francis ,vas on his passage to Eu- 
rope; )11'. 'Yheler was alone left, who no longer dis- 
sented froln anything; )lr. Hastings was in effect 
hhnself' the whole Council. He declared that he 
had disbursed three lacs of rupees, that is, thirty- 
four thousand five. hundred pounds, in secret ser- 
yices,-which having, he says, "been advanced froIn 
lny own private cash, I request that the saIne may be 
repaid to me in the following manuer." He accord- 
ingly desires three bonds, for a lac of Sicca rupees 
each, to be given to hÜn in two of the Company's 
subscriptions, - one to bear interest on the eight per 
cent loan, the other two in the four per cent: the 
bonds were antedated to the beginning of the preced- 
ing October. On the 9th of the same 11101lth, that 
is, on the 9th of January, 1781, the three bonds ,vere 
accordingly ordered. t So far the whole transaction 
appears clear, and of a piece. Private n10ney is sub- 
scribed, and a public security is taken for it. When 
the COlnpany's Treasury accounts t are compared with 
the proceedings of their Council-General, a perfect cor- 
respondence also appears. The three bonds are then 
[there 1J entered to 
Ir. Hastings, and he is credited 
for principal and interest on them, in the exact terms 
of the order. So far the official accounts, - which, 
because of their perfect harmony, are considered as 
clear and consistent evidence to one body of fact. 
The second sort of doculnent relative to these bonds 
(though the first in order of time) is 
Ir. Hastings's 
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letter of the 
f)th of Novelnber, 1780.* It is written 
between the tilHe of the expenditure of the 1110ney 
for the COlnpany's use and the taking of the bonds. 
flere, for the first tilue, a very luaterial difference ap- 
pears; and the difference is the In ore striking, be- 
cause 
lr. Hastings clailned the 'whole Inoney as his 
own, and took bonds for it as such, after this repre- 
sentation. The letter to the COlllpallY discovers that 
part of the Inoney (the w"hole of which he haù de- 
clared on record to he his own, and for which he had 
taken bonds) was not his, hut the property of his Inas- 
tel's, froln WhOll1 he had taken the security. It is no 
less relnarkable that the letter which represents the 
InOlley as belonging to the COlnpany 'V3S written 
about six "Teeks before the l\Iillute of Council in 
which he clailHs that nloney as his own. It is this 
letter on ,vhich your COll1n1Ïttee is to relnark. 
1\11'. IIastings, after gi'Ting his reasons for the ap- 
plication of the three lacs of rupees, and for his hav- 
ing for SOlne tilne concealed the fact, says, "Two 
thirds of that SUln I have raised by 1ny own credit, and 
shall charge it in IllY official account; the other third 
I have 
urplied froln the cash in my hands belonging 
to the IIonorable COlnpallY." t 
The flonse will oh
erYe, that in N ovelnber he tells 
the Directors that he shall charge only two thirds in 
his official accounts; in the following January he 
charges the U'lwle.t. For the other third, although he 
adluitted that to belong to the C0111pany, we have 
seen that he takes a boud to hÙnself. 
It is lnaterial that he tells the CUlllpany in his let- 
ter that the
e two lacs of rupees were 1"aisecl on his 
credit. IIis lettor to the Council says that they were 
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adyanced froln his P} lvale cuslt. 'Yhat he raises on 
his credit lllay, on a fail' con
truction, be con
idered 
as his own: but in this, too, he faib; for it is certain 
he has ne\'er transferred these bonds to any creditor; 
nor has he stated any sunl he has paid, or for \\yhich 
he stands indebted, on that account, to any specific 
person. Indeed, it .was out of his po
ver; for the first 
two thirds of the nloney, which he fOrlllerly 
tated as 
raised upon his credit, he now confesf'es to have been 
froln the beginning the ConlpallY's property, and 
therefore could not ha\'e been rabeù on his private 
credit, or borrow.ed frOln any person ,,-hatsoever. 
To thcse two accounts, thus cssentially var'ying, he 
has added a third,. varying at least as essentially 
from both. In his last or third account, .which is a 
statenlcnt of all the sunlS he has received in an ex- 
traordinary lllanner, and confe:,sed to be the Conlpa- 
ny's property, he reverses the itenis of his first ac- 
count, and, instead of allowing the C0111pany but one 
third and claÍlnillg two thirds for hilllself, he enters 
two of the bonds, each f<?l' a lac of rupees, as belong- 
ing to the COlllpany: of the third bond, which appears 
so distinctly in the Consultations and in the Trcasury 
accounts, not one ,\yord i::; said; ten thousand pounds 
is absorbed, f:inks, and di
appears at once, and no 
explanation whatsoever concerning it is given; )11'. 
IIaf'tings seenlS Bot yet to have decided to whose ac- 
count it ought to be IJlacecl. In this lUanneI' his deLt 
to the COlnpany. or the COlnp:111Y'
 to hiln, is just 
what he thinks fit. In a 
illg13 article he has yarieù 
three tilues. In one account he states the whole to 


*" Appendix B. :Xo. 4: The Go,'crnor-Geneml's Account of :\Ion- 
eys received, dated 2:M )laJ", I iS2. Abo, 
\ppendix R. Xo. 9: 
The Auditor's Account of Bonds granted to the Gm-ernor-General. 
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be his o\vn; in another he claillls two thirds; in the 
last he gives up the claim of the two thirds, and says 
nothing to 
he relnaining portion. 
To 111ake all1ends, however, for the suppression of 
this third bond, given with the t,vo others in January, 
1781, and antedated to the beginning of Octôber, 
1\11'. IIastings, in the above-mentioned general ac- 
count subjoined to his letter of the 22d 
lay, 1782, 
has brought to the ConlpallY's credit a Bew bond.* 
This bond is for 17,0001. It ,vas taken frolll the 
Company (and so it appears on their Treasury ac- 
counts) on the 23d of November, 1780. He took no 
notice of this, when, in January following, he called 
upon his own Council for the three others. vYhat is 
1110re extraordinary, he was equally silent with regard 
to it, when, only six days after its date, he wrote con- 
cerning the subject of the three other bonds to the 
Court of Directors; yet now it conles out, that that 
bond also was taken by Mr. Hastings fronl the Com- 
pany for money \vhich he declares he had received on 
the Conlpany's account, and that he entered hÏ1nself 
as creditor when he ought to have lnade hÜnself 
debtor. 
Your COlllmittee exanlined 
Iajor Scott concerning 
thib lnoney, which 1\11'. Hastings 111USt have obtained 
in SOlne clandestine and irregular lllode; but they 
could obtain no information of the persons froln 
\Vh0111 it was taken, nor of the occasion or pretence 
of taking this large sum; nor does any l\finute of 
Council appear for its application to any service. The 
whole of the transaction, whatever it was, relative 
to this bond, is covered with the thickest obscurity. 
1\11'. Hastings, to palliate the blanle of his conduct, 
. Vide Appendix B. No.4. 
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declares that he has not received any interest on these 
bouds, - and that he has indorsed them as not be- 
longing to hinlself, but to the Oonlpany. * As to the 
first part of thi
 allegation, whether he receiyed the 
interest or let it reluaill in arrpar is a 11latter of in- 
difference, as he entitled hinlself to it; and so far as 
the legal security he has taken goes, he nlay, when- 
ever he pleases, dispose both of principal and intere
t. 
. 
What he has indorsed on the bonds, or ,vhell he lllade 
the indorsellle
lt, or whether in fact he has made it at 
all, are matters known only to hilllself; for the bonds 
must be hi his po

ession, and are no-where by hÜn 
stated to be given up or cancelled, - which is a thing 
very remarkable, w.hen he confesses that he had no 
right to receive them. 
These bonds luake but a part of the account of pri- 
vate receipts of money by 111'. Hastings, fOl'luerly paid 
into the Treasury as his own property, and now al- 
lo,ved not to be so. This account brings into view 
other ,ery remarkable matters of a sÌluilar nature 
and description. t 
In the public records, a sunl of not less than 
23,871l. is set to his credit as a deposit for his pri- 
vate account, paid in by him into the Treasury in 
gold, and coined at the OOlnpany's mint.* This ap- 
pears in the account furnished to the Directors, un- 
der the date of :Jlay, 17
2, not to be lawfully hi
 
luoney, and he therefore transfers it to the 00111- 
pany's credit: it still remains as a deposit.S 
That the House Inay be apprised of the nature of 


. Vide l\Ir. Hastings's Account, in Appendix B. No.4. 
t Vide Hasting!?/ s Account, dated 22d 
Iay, I i82, in Appendix. 
B. No.4. 
t Vide above Appendix, and B. :Xo. 2. 
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this article of deposit, it lnay not Le ilnproper to state 
tha
 the Cornpany receive into thei1" treasury the cash 
of private persons, placed there as in a banl
. On 
this no interest is paid, and the party depositing has 
a right to receive it upon dClnand. Uude1" this head 
of account no public n1011ey is e,.e1" entered. 
rr. 
IIastings, neither at Inaking the deposit as his o,vn, 
uor at the time of his disclosnre- of the real proprie- 
tor, (which he makes to he the Conlpany,) has given 
any infornlation of the per
ons fr01n Wh01l1 this nlon- 
ey had been received. 
Il". Scott was applied to by 
your Conunittee, Lut coulù Hot give any ]110re satis- 
faction in this particular than in those relative to the 
bonds. 
The title of tho account of the 22<1 of l\Iay pur- 
ports not only that tho
e 
tuns were paid into the 
Conlpany's treasury by 
Ir. Hasting
's order, but that 
they were applied to the COlnpany's service. No 
service is 
pecified, directly 01" Ly any reference, to 
which this great stun of rnoney has been applied. 
T,yo extraordinary articles follow this, ill the 
[ay 
account, 
llnounting to 3 bout 29,000l. * These arti- 
cles are called Receipts fOI" DurLar Charges. The 
general head of Durbar Charges, made by persons in 
office, when analyzed into tho particulars, contains 
various expenses, including bounties and pre
ents 
made by govennnent, chiefly in the foreign ùepart- 
mente But in the last account he confesses that this 
stun also is not his, hut the C0111pallY's propcrty; but 
a
 in all the rest, so in this, he carefully conceals the 
means Ly which he acquircd the 1noney, the tiIne of 
his taJdng it, and the pel'
ol1s fron
 ,vholn it was 
taken. This is the 11101'0 ex tl'aordinal'Y, because, in 
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looking over the journals and ledgers of the Treasury, 
the presents received and carried to the account of 
the COlnpany (which were generally sn1all and com- 
plÍlnental) ,vere precisely entered, w'ith the name of 
the giver. 
Your Committee, on turning to the account of 
Durbar charges in the ledger of that Inonth, find the 
stun, as stated in the account of )Iay 22d, to be in- 
deed paid in; but there is no specific application 
whatsoever entered. 
The acconnt of the whole money thus clandestinely 
recei,.ed, as stated on the 22d of 
lay, 1782, (and 
for a great part of ,vhich 
Ir. Hastings to. that time 
took credit for, and for the rest has accounted in an 
extraordinary manner as his own,) alnonnts in the 
whole to upwards of ninety-three thousand pounds 
sterling: a vast SUlH to be so obtained, and so loosely 
accounted for! If the lnoney taken from the Rajah 
of Benares be added, (as it ought,) it will raise the 
stun to Üpwards of 116,000l.; if the 11,600l. bond in 
October be added, it will be up"wards of 128,000l. re- 
ceived in a secret manner by :1\11'. Hastings in about 
one year and five months. To all these he adds an- 
other sum of one l
undred thousand pounds, received 
as a present fron1 the Subah of Oude. Total, up- 
wards of 228,000l. 
Your Comn1Ïttee find that this last is the only sum 
the giver of which 
Ir. IIastings has thought proper 
to declare. It is to be observed, that he did not re- 
ceive this 100,000l. in Inoney, but in bills on a great 
nati,.e nloney-dealer resident at Benares, and ".ho has 
also an house at Calcutta: he is called Gopâl Dâs. 
The lJcgotiation of these bills tended to make a dis- 
covery 110t so difficult as it would have been in other 
cascs. 
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With regard to the application of this last sum of 
Illoney, \vhich is said to be carried to the Durbar 
charges of April, 1782, your Committee are not en- 
abled to Inake any observations on it, as the account 
of that period has not yet arrived. 
Your COlnlnittee have, in another Report, re- 
lnarked fully upon lnost of the circumstances of this 
extraordinary transactioll. Here they only bring so 
llluch of these circun1stances again into vie,,' as Inay 
serve' to throw light upon the true nature of the SUlns 
of money taken by British subjects in power, under 
the name of presents, and to sho,v how far they are 
entitled to that 'description in any sense which can 
fairly Ï1nply in the pretended donors either ,villing- 
ness or ability to give. The condition of the bounti- 
ful parties who are not yet discovered may be con- 
jectured from the state of those ,vho have been made 
known: as far as that state anywhere appears, their 
generosity is found in proportion, not to the opulence 
they possess or to the favors they receive, but to the 
indigence they feel and the insults they are exposed 
to. The House will particularly attend to the situa- 
tion of the principal giver, the Subah of Qude. 
"When the knife," says he, "had penetrated to 
the bone, and I was surrounded with such heavy dis- 
tresses that I could no longer live in expectations, 
I wrote you an account of my difficulties. 
"The answer which I have received to it is sue}} 
that it has given me inexpressible grief and affliction. 
I never haù the least idea or expectation froln you and 
the Council that you would ever have given your 
orders in so afflicting a luauneI', in .which you never 
before wrote, and which I could not have Ünagined. 
As I am resolved to obey your orders, and directions 
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of the Council, without any delay, as long as I live, I 
have, agreeably to those orders, delivered up all 'lny 
private papers to him [the Resident], that, when he 
shall have examined nlY receipts and expenses, he rllay 
take 'll'hatever rernains. .Ås I know it to be my duty 
to satisfy you, the Conlpany, and Council, I have not 
failed to obey in any instance, but requested of hinl 
that it might be done so as not to dixtress nw in '1ny 
necessary expenses: there being no other funds but 
those for the expenses of my mutseddies, household 
expenses, and servants, &c. He delnanded these in 
such a manner, that, being re1Îledile
.;;:, I was obliged 
to comply with what he required. He þas accord- 
ingly stopped the pensions of 'lny old servants f01. thÙ.ty 
yect'J"s, 'lchether sepoys, 'l1lutsedclies, 01. household servants, 
and the expenses of my family and kitchen, together with 
the :jaghÚ'es of'lny grandrnother, 'l1wther, and aunts, anrl 
of my brothers and dependants, 1.chich were for their sup- 
port. I had raised thirteen hundred horse and three 
battalions of sepoys to attend upon me; but as I have 
no resources to support them, I have been obliged to 
remove the people stationed in the mahals [districts] 
and to send his people [the Resident's people] into 
the mahals, so that I have not now one single ser- 
vant about me. Should I lnentioll to what further 
difficulties I have been reduced, it would lay me open 
to contempt." 
In other parts of this long renlollstrance, as well as 
in other renlonstrances no less serious, he says, ".. that 
it is difficult for hinl to save hiInself alive; that in all 
his affairs .L1I,.. Ha[
tings !tad !Jiuen full }J01l'erS to the 
gentlenlen here," (meaning the English Resident and 
Assistants,) "who have done u'hatever t!tey chose, and 
still continue to do it. I never expected that you would 
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have brought lne into such apprehension, and into so 
weak a state, without 'writing to me on anyone of those 
subjects
. since I have not the slnallest connection with 
anybody except yourself. I aIn in such distress, both 
day and night, that I see not the sillallest prospect 
of deliverance from it, since you are so displeased 
with 111e as not to honor me with a single letter." 
In another reillonstrance he thus expres
-es hiIn- 
self. "The affairs of this ,vorld are unstable, and 
soon pass away: it would therefore be in Cllll1h ell t 
on the English gentlclnen to sho,v some friendship 
for me in lny necessities, - I, who have always ex- 
erted IllY very life in the service of the English, as- 
signed over to them all the resources left in my countr.y, 
stopped 111Y very household expenses, together with 
the jaghires of my servants and dependants, to the 
amount of 98,98,375 rupees. Besides this, as to the 
jaghires of Iny grandlnother, mother, and un?le, which 
were granted to them fê)r their support, agreeable to 
engagements, you are the masters, - if the Council 
have sent orders for the stopping their jaghires also, 
stop theln. I have no resonrces left in n1Y country, 
and have no friends by me, being even distressed in 
my daily subsistence. I have some elephants, horses, 
and the houses which I inhabit: if they can be of any 
service to Iny friends, they are ready. 'Vhenever you 
can discover any resources, seize upon then1: I shall 
not interfere to prevent you. In 111Y present distress 
for Iny daily expenses, I was in hopes that they,vould 
have excused SOlne part of my debt. Of what use is 
it for me to relate my situation, which is known to 
. the whole world? This much is sufficient." 
The truth of aU these representations is nowhere 
contested by 
1:r. IIastings. It is, inùeed, adlnitted in 
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sonlething stronger than words; for, upon account 
of the Nabob's condition, and the no less distressed 
condition of his dOlninions, he thought it fit to with- 
draw ii'onl hin1 and then1 a large bûdy of the C(Hllpa- 
ny's troops, together \vith all the English of a civil 
description, ,vho were found no less uurden
ome than 
the military. This was done on the declareù inabil- 
ity of \he country any longer to sÙpport theIn, - a 
country not 11luch inferior to England in extent and 
fertility, and, till lately at least, its equal in population 
and culture. 
It was to a prince, in a state so far renlote frolli 
freedoln, authority, and opulence, so penetrated with 
the treatInent he had received, and the behavior he 
had met with froll1 1\11'. Hastings, that )lr. Hastings 
has chosen to attribute a disposition so very generous 
and 111unificent as, of his own free grace and III ere 
nlotion, to Illake hÌlll a present, at one donation, of 
upwards of one hundred thousand pounds sterling. 
This vast pri 'Tate donation ,vas given at the 1110111ent 
of vast instant denlands severely exacted on account 
of the C01l1pany, and accunlulated on inl11lellse debts 
to the saIne body, - and all taken from a ruined 
prince and ahl10st desolated territory. 
1\11'. Hastings has had the firmness, ,vith all possible 
ease and apparent unconcern, to request permission 
from the Directors to legalize this forbidden present 
for his own use. This he has had the courage to do 
at a tilne ,vhen he had abundant reason to look for 
what he has since received, - their censure for Inany 
material parts of his conduct towards the people froln 
whose wasted substance this pretended free gift was 
dra,vn. He does not pretend that he has reason to 
expect the sluallest degree of partiality, in this or any 
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other point, from the Court of Directors. For, besides 
his c0l11plaint, first stated, of having never possessed 
their confidence, in a late letter * (in which, notwith- 
standing the censures of Parlhunent, he Inagnifies his 
own conduct) he says, that, ill all the long period 
of his service, "he has ahnost unrelnittedly wanted 
the support which all his predecessors had enjoyed 
fro 111 their constituents. FroIn l1Iine," says he, "] 
have received nothing but reproach, hard epithets, and 
indignities, instead of rewards and encouragelnent." 
It must therefore have been from S0111e other source 
of protection than that \vhich the law had placed over 
him that he looked for countenance and reward ill 
violating an act of Parlia111ent which forbid him 
from taking gifts or presents on any account UJhatso- 
ever,- much less a gift of this Inagnitude, which, 
from the distress of the giver, must be supposed the 
effect of the Inost cruel extortion. 
The Directors did ,vrong in their orders to ap- 
propriate money, \vhich they must kno,v could not 
have been acquired by the consent of the pretended 
donor, to their o,vn use. t They acted 1n01"e prop- 
erly in refusing to confinn this grant to Mr. IIastings, 
and in chousing rather to refer hin1 to the la\v which 
he had violated than to his own sense of \vhat he 
thought he was entitled to take fr01n the natives: 
putting him in 111ind that the Regulating Act had ex- 
pressly declared" that no Governor-General, or any 
of the Council, shall, directly or indirectly, accept, re- 
ceive, or take, of or from any persoll or persons, or on 
any account whatsoever, any present, gift, donation, 
gratuity, or reward, pecuniary or otherwise, or allY 
promise or engagement for any of the aforesaid." 


* Vide Appendix B. No.6. 
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Here is no reserve for the case of a disclosure to the 
Directors, and for the legalizing the breach of an act 
of Parliament by their subsequent consent. The ille- 
gality attached to the action at its very comnlence- 
luent, and it could never be afterwards legalized: 
the Directors had no such power reserved to them. 
'V ords cannot be devised of a sÌl
onger import or 
studied with more care. To these words of the act 
are opposed the declaration and conduct of )fr. Hast- 
ings, .who. in his letter of J an uary, 1782, thinks fit to 
declare, that" an offer of a vel'Y considerable sum of 
nloney was nlade to hinl, both on the part of the N a- 
bob and his ministers, as a present, which he accepted 
u'ithout hesitation." The plea of his pretended ne- 
cessity is of no avail. The present was not in ready 
money, nor, as your Committee conceive, applicable 
to his ilnnlediate necessities. Eyen his credit was 
not bettered by bills at long periods; he does not pre- 
tend that he raised any llloney upon thenl; nor is it 
concei \yable that a banker at Benares ,voldd be more 
willing to honor the drafts of so miserable, undone, 
and dependent a person as the Nabob of Oude than 
those of the Governor-General of Bengal, ,vhich 
might be paid either on the receipt of the Benares 
revenue, or at the seat of his power, and of the Com- 
pany's exchequer. Besides, it is not explicable, upon 
any grounds that can be avowed, why the Nabob, 
who could afford to give these bills as a present to 
)11'. Ha
tings, could not have equally gh'en them in 
discharge of the debt .which he owed to the COlnpany. 
I t is, indeed, very much to be feared that the people 
of India find it SOlnetÏInes turn Inore to their account 
to give presents to the English in authority than to 
pay their debts to the public; and this is a lnatter of 
a very serious consideration. 
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No smalllnel'it is 111ade by 
Ir. IIastings, and that, 
too, in a high aud upbraiding style, of his having 
COlne to a voluntary discovery of this and other un.. 
lawful practices of the saIne kind. "That honorable 
court," says 
fr. Hastings, addressing hil11self to his 
111asters, in his lettor of Deeeinbcl', 17
2, "ought to 
kno\v whether I possess the integrity and hOllOl' 
which are the first requisites of such a station. If 
I wanted these, they haye afforded HIe too powerful 
incentives ,to suppress the inforluation ,vhich I now 
convey to thel11 through you, and to appropriate to 
my own use the SUlns which I have alrcady passed 
to their credit, by their unworthy, and pardon nle if I 
add dangerou.
 reflection.
, which they have passed,upon 
1ne for the first cOllllnunication of this kind"; and 
he Ï111111ediately adds, ,vhat is singular and striking, 
and savors of a recriminatory insiuuation, " and your 
own experience will suggest to you that there are 
persons ,vha ,voldd profit by such a warning." * To 
what Directors in particular this Ï1nputation of expe- 
rience is applied, and ,vhat other persons they are in 
whom experience has showH a disposition to profit of 
such a ,yarning, is a l11atter highly proper to be in- 
quired into. 'Vhat 
fr. I-Iastings says further on this 
subject is no less worthy of attention: - "that he 
could have concealed these transal;tions, if he had a 
wrong 1notive, fron
 theirs and the public eye forever." t 
It is undoubtedly true, that, ,dlether the observation 
be applicable to the particular case or not, practices 
of this corrupt nature are extrelnely difficult of de- 
tection anywhere, out especially in India; hut all 
restraint upon that grand fUlldanlelltal abuse of pres- 
ents is gone forever, if the servants of the Company 


. Viùe Appendix B. No.6. 
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can derive safety froln a defiance of the law, \vhen 
they can no longer hope to screen thell1selyes by an 
evasion of it. .AII hope of reforn1ation is at an end, 
if, confiding in the force of a faction anlong Directors 
or proprietors to bear then1 out, and possibly to vote 
then1 the fruit of their crilnes as a reward of their dis- 
coyery, they find that their bold aY
nval of their of.. 
fences is not only to produce inden1nity, but to be 
rated for 111erit. If once a pre
llll1ption is adn1Ìtted, 
that, whereyer something is divulged, nothing is hid, 
the discoyering of one offence may become the cer- 
tain means of concealing a multitude of others. The 
contrivance is easy and triyial, and lies open to the 
Ineanest proficient in this kind of art; it "ill not 
only becolne an effectual cover to such pr
ctices, but 
will tend infinitely to increase theln. In that case, 
SUlllS of Inoney will be taken for the purpose of dis- 
coyery and nlaking lnerit .with the Con1pany, and 
other sun1S will be taken for the private advantage of 
the receiver. 
It nlust certainly be impossible for the natives to 
konow 'what pre
ellts are for one purpose, or what for 
the other. It is not for a Gentoo or a 
Iahoilletan 
landholder at the foot of the remotest mountains in 
India, who has no access to our records and kno,vs 
nothing of our language, to distinguish what lacs of 
rupees, 'which he has given eo n01ItÙw as a present 
to a C01l1pany's seryant, are to be authorized by his 
n1asters in Leadellhall Street as proper and legal, or 
carried to their public account at their pleasure, and 
,vhat are laid up for his OW11 ell1ohunent. 
The legi
lature, in declaring all presents to be the 
property of the COinpany, could not consider corrup- 
tion, extortion, and fraud as any part of their l'e- 
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sources. The property in such prêsents was declared 
to be theirs, not as a fund for their benefit, but in 
order to found a legal title to a civil suit. It was 

 
declared theirs, to facilitate the recovery out of cor- 
rupt and oppressive hands of Inoney illegally taken; 
but this legal fiction of property could not nor ought 
by the legislature to be considered in any other light 
than as a trust held by them for those who suffered 
the injury. Upon any other construction, the Con1- 
pany would have a right, first, to extract n10ney froIn 
the subjects or dependants of this kingdom commit- 
ted to their care, by means of particular conventions, 
or by taxes, by rents, and by 1110nopolies; and when 
they had exhausted every contrivance of public im- 
position, then they ,vere to be at liberty to let loose 
upon the people all their servants, from the highest 
rank to the lowest, to prey upon theln at pleasure, 
and to draw, by personal and official authority, by 
influence, venality, and terror, whatever was left to 
them, - and that all this was justified, provided the 
product was paid into the COlupallY's exchequer. 
This prohibition and pern1ission of presents, ,vith 
this declaration of property in the Company, 'vould 
leave no property to any luan in India. If, ho,vever, 
it should be thought that this clause in the act * 
should be capable, by construction and retrospect, of 
so legalizing and thus appropriating these presents, 
(which your Conul1ittee conceive Ï1l1possiLle,) it is 
absolutely necessary that it should be very fully ex- 
plained. 
The provision in the act was made in favor of the 
natives. If such construction prevails, the provision 
made as their screen froIn oppression will becolne 
* Act 13 Gco. III. cap 63. 
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the means of increasing and aggravating it \vithout 
bounds and beyond remedy. If presents, which ,vhell 
they are given were unlawful, can afterwards be le- 
galized by an application of thelll to the COll1pallY's 
service, no sufferer can even resort to a rellledial 
process at law for his own relief. The 1l1011lellt he 
atteillpts to sue, the llloney nlay be paid into the 
COll1pany's treasury; it is then la-wfully taken, and 
the party is non-suited. 
The Conlpany itself 111Ust suffer extren1ely in the 
whole order and regularity of their public accounts, 
if the idea upon which Mr. Hastings justifies the 
taking of these presents receives the smallest coun- 
tenance. On his principles, the saIne sun1 may be- 
come private property or public, at the pleasure of 
the receiver; it is in his power, 
Ir. Hastings says, 
to conceal it forever.* He certainly has it in his 
power not only to keep it back and bring it forward 
at his own times, but even to shift and reverse the 
relations in the accounts (as 
Ir. Hastings has done) 
in what manner and proportion seems good to him, 
and to make himself alternately debtor or creditor 
for the same SUlns. 
Of this irregularity 
Ir. Hastings himself appears 
in some degree sensible. He conceives it possible 
that his transactions of this nature Inay to the Court 
of Directors seem unsatisfactory. He, however, puts 
it hypothetically: "If to you," says he, " who are ac- 
customed to view business in an official and regular 
ligltt, they should appear unprecedented, if not im- 
proper." t He just conceives it possible that in an 


· Vide l\Ir. Hastings's Letter of 16 December, 1782, in Appendix 
B. No.6. 
t Vide Appendix B. No.6. 
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official n10ney transaction the Director
 may expect 
a proceeding official and regular. In what other 
lights than those which are official and regular mat- 
ters of public account ought to be regarded by those 
who have the charge of theln, either in Bengal or 
in England, does not appear to yonr Comn1ittee. 
Any other is certainly" unprecedented and irnprop- 
er," and can only serve to cover fraud both in the 
receipt and in the expenditure. The acquisition of 
58,000 rupees, or near 6000l., which appears in the 
sort of unofficial and irregular account that he fur- 
nishes of his presents, in his letter of 1tlay, 1782,* 
must appear extraordinary indeed to those who ex- 
pect from men in office son1ething official and sorne- 
thing regular. "This sum," says he, "I receiyed 
while I ,vas on my journey to Benares." t lIe tells 
it with the saIne careless indifference as if things of 
this kind were fO
llld by accident on the high-road. 
1tlr. Hastings did not, iudeed he could not, doubt 
that this unprecedented and iInproper account ,vonld 
produce much discussion. He says, "'Vhy these 
surns ,vere taken by me, why they were (except the 
second) quietly transferred to the COlnpallY's ac- 
count, ,vhy bonds were taken for the first and not 
for the rest, might, ,vere this matter to be exposed 
to the view of the public, fU1'nish a variety of conJec- 
tures." :J: 
This matter has appeared, and has furnished, as 
it ought to do, something n10re serious than con- 
jectures. It would in any other caso be supposed 
that 
Ir. Hastings, expecting such inquiries, and con- 
sidering that the questions are (even as they are Î1n- 
perfectly stated by hirnself) far fronl frivolous, 'would 
. Vide Appendix B. No.3. t Ibid. t Ibid. 
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condescend to give sonle il1fonnatioll upon theln ; but 
the conclusion of a sentence so Ïll1portantly begun
 
and which leads to such expectations, is, "that to 
thc
e conjectures it would be of little use to reply." 
This is all he says to public conjecture. 
To the Court of Directors he is very little more 
con1plaisant, and not at all 1110re satisfactory; he 
states Inerelr as a supposition their inquiry conccrn- 
ing matters of which he positively knew. that they 

uld called for an explanation. He klle"W it, because 
he presuIllecl to censure thel11 for doing so. To the 
hypothesif; of a further inquiry he gites a conjectural 
answer of such a kind as probably, in an account of 
a doubtful transaction, and to a f'uperior, was never 
110ne hefore. 
"TVëre your Honorable Court to question TIle up- 
on thesc points, I 'u'ould answer, that the SlU11S ,,,ere 
takcn for th
 Company's benefit, at tinles in which 
the Con1pany \"ery Hluch stood in nced of then1; that 
I either chose to conceal the first receipts 1'ron1 public 
curiosity by recei,.ing bonds for the aillount, or possi- 
bly acted without any studied design which IllY 11lelllory 
could at this di
tallce of time terify." * 
Hc here professes not to be certain of the Inotites 
by which he was hÌln
e]f actuated in so extraordi- 
nary a conceallnent, and in the use of such extraor- 
dinary IncallS to effect it; and a
 if the acts in ques- 
tion v{ere those of an absolute stranger
 and not his 
o\\-n, he gitcS various loose conjectures concerning 
the Illotive to thenl. He even 
upposes, in taking 
presents contrary to law, and in taking bonds for 
thenl as hi
 own, contrary to what he adn1Ïts to 
be truth and fact, that he nlight hayc acted 'without 


· Vide Appendix B. Xo. 3. 
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any distinct Illotive at all, or at least such as his 
nlelllory could reach at that distance of time. That 
inunense distance, in the faintness of which his rec- 
ollection is so cOInpletely lost as to set hiln guessing 
at his motives for his own cond net, was from the 
15th of January, 1781, when the bonds at his own 
request ,vere given, to the date of this letter, which 
is the 22d of 
Iay, 1782, - that is to say, about one 
year and four months. 
As to the other sums, for which no bond ,vas 
taken, the ground for the difference in his explana- 
tion is still Illore extraordinary: he says, " I did not 
think it worth nlY care to observe the same means 
with the rest." * The rest of these sunlS, which 
were not worth his care, are stated in his account 
to be greater than those he was so solicitous (for 
some reason which he cannot guess) to cover under 
bonds: these sunlS alnount to near 53,000l. ; whereas 
the others did not Illuch exceed 40,000l. For these 
actions, attended with these explanations, he ven- 
tures to appeal to their (the Directors') breasts for 
a candid interpretation, and "he assumes the free- 
dom to add, that he ihinks hhnself, on Su.c}t a sub- 
ject, and on such an occasion, entitled to it" ; t and 
thou, as if he had porforlnC'd sonle laudable exploit, 
in the acconlpanying letter he glories in the integ- 
rity of his conduct; and anticipating his trÏtllllph 
over injustice, and the applauses which at a future 
tinle he seeIllS confident he shall receive, says he, 
"The applause of IllY own hreast is my surest re- 
ward: your applause and that of my country is my 
next wish in life.":J: He declares in that very let- 
ter that he had "not at any time possessed the cOllfi- 
. Vide Appendix B. No.3. t Ibid. t Ibid., No.6. 
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dence 'with thenl which they never 'withheld frolu the 
llleanest of his predecessor
. \Vith wishes so near 
his heart perpetually di'sappointed, and, instead of 
applauses, (as he tells us,) receiving nothing but 
reproaches and disgraceful epithets, his steady con- 
tinuance for so luany years in their service, in a 
place obnoxious in the highest degree to suspicion 
and censure, is a thing altogether. singular. 
It appears very necessary to your COIUluittee to 
observe upon the great leading principles which )11'. 
Hastings aSSUlues, to justify the irregular taking of 
these vast SUlllS of Inoney, and all the irregular 
means he had en1ployed to cover the greater part of 
it. These principles are the n10re necessary to be- 
inquired into, because, if adluitted, they will serve 
to justify every species of iluproper conduct. His 
'words are, "that the sources from which these re- 
liefs to the public service have come ",'ould never 
have yielded them to the COlllpany publicly; and that 
the exigencies of their service (exigencies created 
by the exposition of their affairs, and faction in their 
divided councils) required those supplies." * 
As to the first of these extraordinary positions, 
your COIuIllittee cannot conceive ,vhat Illotive could 
actuate any native of India dependent on the Compa- 
ny.. in assisting thel11 privately, and in refusing to as- 
sist them publicly. If the transaction was fair and 
honest, every native Illust have been desirous of nlak-. 
ing nlerit with the great governing power. If he 
gave his money as a free gift, he Iuight value hilnself 
upon very honorable and very acceptable service; if 
he lent it on the COlllpallY's bonds, it \\
ould still have. 
been of service, and he Illight also receive eight per- 
· Vide Appendix B. No.6. 
17 
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cent for his Inoney. X 0 native could, without some 
interested view, give to the Governor-General ,vhat 
he would refuse to the Conlpany as a grant, or even 
as a loan. I t is plain that the powers of government 
must, in some way or other, be understood by the 
natives to be at sale. The Governor-General says 
that he took the Inoney ,vith an original destination 
to the purposes to which he asserts he has since ap 
plied it. But this original destination was in his own 
Inind only, - not declared, nor hy hÌ1n pretended to 
be declared, to the party w ho gave the presents, an d 
who could perceive nothing in it but 1110ney paid 
to the suprelne. ll1agistrate for his private elnolu- 
mente All that the natives could possibly perceive 
in such a transn,ction must he highly dishonorable to 
the COlnpany's gOYCrnl11ent; for they must conceive, 
when they gave Bloney to 
Ir. Hastings, that they 
bought from :\h
. Hastings either what was their own 
right or sOll1othillg that was not so, or that they re- 
deemed thel11s01 ves frOlll SOlne acts of rigor inflicted, 
threatened, or apprehended. If, in the first case, 
ir. 
Hastings gave thel11 the ol
ect for ,vhich they 1,ar- 
gained, his act, however proper, was corrupt, - if he 
did not, it was both corrnpt and fraudulent; if the 
money ,vas extorted by force or threats, it ,vas oppres- 
sive and tJTannical. The very nature of such transac- 
tions has a tendency to teach the natives to pay a cor- 
rupt court to the servants of the Conlpany; and they 
nUlst thereby he rendered less ,villing, or less able, or 
perhaps both, to fulfil their engagell1ents to the state. 
Mr. Scott's evidence asserts that they would rather 
give to 
Ir. IIastings than lend to the COlnpany". It 
is very probable; bn t it is a delnollstration of their 
opinion of his P()W
l' atlll corruption, and of tl.le weak 
and precariolls st.lte uf' the COlnpany's authority. 
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The second principle assumed by )11'. Hastings for 
his justîfication, nanlely, that factious opposition and 
a divided government 11Iight create exigencies requir- 
ing 
uch supplies, is full as dangerous as the first; 
for, if, in the divisions which must arise in all COUll- 
cils, one 111ember of government, when he thinks 
others factiously disposed, shall be entitled to take 
money privately from the subject for the purposes of 
his politics, and thereby to dispense with an act of 
Parliament, pretences for that end cannot be want- 
ing. Å dispute may always be raised in council in 
order to cover oppression and peculation elsewhere. 
But these principles of )11'. Hastings tend entirely to 
destroy the character and functions of a council, and 
to vest them in one of the dissentient nlembers. The 
law has placed the sense of the whole in the major- 
ity; and it is not a thing to be suffered, that any of 
the menlbers should privately raise money for the 
avowed purpose of defeating that sense, or for pro- 
moting designs that are contrary to it: a more alarm- 
ing asslunption of power in an individual member of 
any deliberative or executive body cannot be imag- 
ined. 
Ir. Hastings had no right, in order to clear 
hinlself of peculation, to crÍ1ninate the majority with 
faction. No member of any body, outV'oted on a ques- 
tion, has, or can have, a right to direct any part of his 
public conduct by that principle. The nlelnbers of 
the Council had a COl11111on superior, to WhOl11 they 
nlight appeal in their 11lutual charges of faction: 
they did so frequently; and the Ìlnputation of faction 
has almost always been laid on )11'. Hastings hh11self. 
But there were periods, very distinguished periods 
too, in the records of the Company, in which the 
clandestine taking of nloney could not be supported 
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even by this pretence. 
lr. Hastings has been charged 
with various acts of peculation, perpetrated at a time 
he could not excuse hinl
elf by the plea of any public 
purpose to be carried on, or of any faction in council 
by which it ,vas traversed. It Inay be necessary here 
to recall to the recollection of the House, that, on the 
cry ,vhich prevailed of the ill practices of the C0111pa- 
ny's servants in India, (which general cry in a great 
11leasure produced the Regulating Act of 1773,) tlH
 
Court of Directors, in their instructions of the 29th of 
March, 1774, gave it as an injunction to the Council- 
General, that" they Ùnnzediately cause the strictest 
inquiry to be made into all oppressions which 111ay 
have been committed either against natives or Euro- 
peans, and into all abuses which may have prevailed 
in the collection of the revenues or any part of the 
civil governnwnt of the Presidency; and that you com- 
municate to us all information which you may be able 
to obtain relative thereto, or any e111bezzlement or 
dissipation of the Company's money." 
In this inquiry, by far the most important abuse 
which appeared on any of the above heads was that 
which was charged relative to the sale in gross by 
Mr. Hastings of nothing less than the whole authority 
of the country goverlllnent in the disposal of the guar- 
dianship of the Nabob of Bengal. 
The present Nabob, Mobarek ul DowIah, was a llli- 
nor when he succeeded to the title and office of Su- 
bahdar of the three provinces in 1770. Although in 
a state approaching to subjection, still his rank and 
character were important. 
Iuch was necessarily to 
depend upon a persoll who ,vas to preserve the mod- 
eration of a sovereign not supported by intrinsic pow- 
er, and yet to maintain the dignity necessary to carry 
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on the representation of political goyernment, as well 
as the substance of the whole crin1inal justice of a 
great country. A good education, conformably to the 
maxims of his religion and the manners of his people, 
was necessary to enable him to fill that delicate place 
with reputation either to the Mahometan government 
or to ours. He had still to manage a revenue not 
inconsiderable, which remained as the sole resource 
for the languishing dignity of persons any way dis- 
tinguished in rank among 
russulmen, who were all 
attached and clung to him. These considerations 
rendered it necessary to put his person and affairs 
into proper hands. They ought to ha\e been men who 
were able by the gravity of their rank and character 
to preserve his morals frolll the contagion of low and 
vicious company, - men who by their integrity and 
firmness n1ight be enabled to resist in son1e degree 
the rapacity of Europeans, as ,veIl as to secure the re- 
maining fragments of his property from the attempts 
of the natives themselves, who must lie under strong 
temptation of taking their share in the last pillage of 
a decaying house. 
The Directors were fully impressed with the neces- 
sity of such an arrangeillent. Your Comn1ittee find, 
that, on the 26th of August, 1771, they gave instruc 
tions to the President and Council to appoint "a 
minister to transact the political affairs of the circar 
[governnlellt], - and to select for that purpose 
ome 
person well qualified for the affairs of government to 
be the minister of the government, and guardian of 
the Nabob's lllinority." 
The order was so distinct as not to admit of a mis- 
take; it was (for its matter) provident and well con- 
sidered; and the trust which devolved on :àlr. Hast. 
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ings was of such a nature as might well stimulate a 
man sensible to reputation to fulfil it in a manner 
agreeably to the directions he had received, and not 
only above just cause of exception, but out of the 
reach of suspicion and Inalice. In that situation it 
w
s natural to suppose he would cast his eyes upon 
Inen of the first repute and consideration among the 
l\Ius:;ulnlen of high rank. 
:àlr Hastings, instead of directing his eyes to the 
durbar, employed his researches in the seraglio. In 
the inmost recesses of that place he discovered a 
woman secluded from the intercourse and shut up 
froin the eyes of men, whom he found to corre- 
spond with the orders he had received froln the 
Directors, as a person ,veIl" qualified for the affairs 
of government, fit to be a minister of government 
and the guardian of the Nabob's minority." This 
woman he solemnly invests ,vith these functions. 
He appoints Rajah Gourdas, whom some tÏ1ne after 
he himself qualified with a description of a young 
man of mean abilities, to be her duan, or steward 
of the household. The rest of the arrangement was 
correspondent to this disposition of the principal of- 
fices. 
It seems not to have been lawful or warrantable 
in 
Ir. Hastings to set aside the arrangement pos- 
itively prescribed by the Court of Directors, which 
evidently pointed to a man, not to any woman what 
ever. As a woman confined in the felnale apart- 
Inent, the lady he appointed could not be cOlnpetellt 
to hold or qualified to exercise any active employ- 
ment: she stood in need of guardians for her:self, 
and had not the ability for the guardianship of a 
person circumstanced as the Subah was. General 
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Clavering, Colonel 
10USOll, and 
Ir. Francis declare 
in their ll1inute, " that they believe there never was 
an instanèe in India of such a trust so disposed 
of." 1\11'. Hastings has produced no precedent in 
answer to this objection. 
It 'v ill be proper to state to the House the f'itu- 
ation and CirCUll1stances of the "Oillen princip311y 
concerned, who were in the seraglio of J affier ....\li 
Khâll at his death. The fir:,t of these was called 
l\Iullny Begum, a person originally born of poor 
and obscure parents, who delivered her over to the 
conductress of a cOlllpany of dancing girls; in w'hich 
profession being called to exhibit at a festival, the 
late SaboL took a liking to her, and, after bOl11e co- 
habitation, she obtained such influence over hilll 
that he took her for one of his wi,es and (she 
seen1S to have been the favorite) put her at the head 
of his lla1'en1; and having a son by her, this son 
succeeded to his authority and estate, - 
1unny Be- 
gllln, the mother, being by his ,vill a devisee of 
considerahle Sluns of nloney, and other effects, on 
which he left a charge, \\hich has since been ap- 
plied to the service of the East India COll1pany. 
The son of this lady dying, and a 
Oll by another 
"ife succeeding, and dying also, the present Kabob, 

Iobarek ul Dow.lah, sou by a third wife, succeeded. 
'fhis ,,,"oman ,,-as then alive, and in the seraglio. 
It was 
Iunny Begulll that 
Ir. Ha
tings chose, 
and not the natural n10ther of the X abob. ""'hetl1er, 
haying chosen a WOll1an in defiance of the Con1pa- 
ny's orders, and in passing by the natural parent of 
the n1inor prince, he "as iufluenced by respect for 
the disposition D1ade by the deceased Nabob during 
his life, or by other 111otiyes, the Hou
e .will deter- 
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mine upon a view of the facts which follow. It will 
be matter of inquiry, when the question is stated up- 
on the appoilltInent of a stepillother in exclusion of 
the parent, whether the usage of the East constantly 
. authorizes the continuance of that same distribution 
of rank and power which was settled in the seraglio 
during the life of a deceased prince, and which was 
found so settled at his death, and afterwards, to the 
exclusion of the mother of the successor. In case 
of feillale guardianship, her claim seems to be a 
right of Nature, and \vhich nothing but a very clear 
positive law will (if that can) authorize the depart- 
ure from. The history of l\Innny Begum is stated 
on the records of the Council-General, and no at- 
tempt made by l\tIr. Hastings to controvert the truth 
of it. 
That was charged by the majority of Council to 
have happened which might be expected inevitably 
to happen: the care of the Nabob's education was 
grossly neglected, and his fortune as grossly misman- 
aged and embezzled. What connection this waste 
and embezzlement had with the subsequent events 
the House will judge. 
On the 2d of }Iay, 1775, l\{r. Jailles Grant, ac- 
countant to the Provincial Council of l\Ioorshedabad, 
produced to the Governor-General and Council cer- 
tain Persian papers which stated nine lacs of rupees 
(upwards of ninety thousand pounds sterling) re- 
ceived by l\Iunny Begum, on her appointment to the 
management of the Nabob's household, over and 
above the balance due at that time, and not ac- 
coun ted for hy her. These Grant had received from 
NUlled Roy, who had ])('011 a ,vriter in the Begum's 
Tl'easury Office. Both 
Ir. Grant aud N uned Roy 
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were. called before the board, and examined respect- 
ing the authenticity of the papers. Å.lnong other cir- 
CUlllstances tending to establish the credit of these pa- 
pers, it appears that 
Ir. Grant offered to make oath 
that the chief eunuch of the Begun1 had come to him 
on purpose to prevail on hin1 not to send the papers, 
and had declared tltat the accounts were not to be dis- 
puted. 
On the 9th of )lay it was resolved by a majority of 
the board, against the o}Jinion and solemn protest of 
the Goyerllor-General, that a gentleman should be 
sent up to the city of 
loorshedabad to demand of 

Iunny Begun1 the accounts of the nizaillut and 
household, from _\.pril, 1764, to the latest period to 
which they could be closed, and to divest the Begum 
of the office of guardian to the :Nabob; and Mr. 
Charles Goring was appointed for this purpose. 
The preceding facts are stated to the House, not as 
the foundation of an inquiry into the conduct of the 
Beguln, but as they lead to and are therefore neces- 
sary to explain by what Inea
lS a discovery was made 
of a sum of money given by her to 
lr. Hastings. 

lr. Goring's first letter froln the city, dated 17th 
1tlay, 1775, lnentions, an10ng other particulars, the 
young X abob's joy at being delivered out of the 
hands of )lunny Begum, of the mean and indigent 
state of confinelnent in which he was kept by her, of 
the distress. of his Inother, and that he had told 
Ir. 
Goring that the" Begum's eunuch had instructed the 
servants not to suffer hiln to learn anything by which 
he 111ight make hilnself acquainted ,vith business": 
and he adds, " Indeed, I believe there is great truth 
in it, as his Excellency seeins to be ignorant of ahnost 
everything a man of his rank ought to know, - not 
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from a 'want of understanding, but of being properly 
educated." 
On the 21st of 
[ay, 
Ir. .Goring transn1Ítted to the 
Governor-General and Council an account of sums 
given by the BeguIll under her seal, delivered to 1tlr. 
Goring by the N abub in her avartu1ents. The ac- 
count is as follows. 



femorandull1 of Disburselnents to English Gentle- 
men, from the Nabob's Sircar, in the Bengal Year 
1179. 


Seal of 1\Iunny Bpgum, 
Mother of the Nabob 
Nudjuf ul Dowlah, 
deceased. 


To the Governor, :M.:r. Hastings, for an 
entertaiulnent . 
To 
fr. 
fiddletou, on account of an agree- 
ment entered into by Baboo Begum . 
Rupees 


1,50,000 


1,50,000 
3,00,uuO 


When this paper was delivered, the Governor-Gen- 
eral moved that 
Ir. Goring might be asked how he 
came by it, and on u'!tat account t!tis partial ðelection 
was made by him; also, that the Begull1 should be 
desired to explain the SU1n laid to his charge, and that 
he should ask the Nabob or the Beglt1J
 their reasonS 
jOfr delivering this separate account. 
The substance of the Governor's pr:oposal wa
 
agreed to. 
1\11'. Goring's ans\ver to this requisition of the board r 
is as follo\vs. 

'In compliance ,vith your orders to explain the 
delivery of the paper containing an account of three 
lacs of rupees, I am to illforn1 you, it took its rise 
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from a message sent l11e by the Begulll, requesting I 
would interest myself with the Nabob to have A.kbar 
Ali Khân released. to her for a few hours, having 
something of importance to conunluùcate to Ine, on 
w"hich she wished to consult hinl. Thinking the ser- 
vice might be benefited by it, I accordingly desired 
the Nabob would be pleased to deliver hilll to Iny 
charge, engaging to retuTn hiln the saIne Ùight,- 
which I did. I heard no 11101'e till next day, when 
the Beguln requested to see his Excellency and Iny- 
self, desiring Akbar ....\.li n1ight attend. 
" On our first meeting, she entered into a long de- 
tail of her administration, endeavoring to represent 
it in the fairest light; at last she caIne to the point, 
and told me, my urgent and repeated rel11011
trances 
to her to be informed ho\v the balance arose of which 
I was to inquire induced her frOln 11lel11ory to say 
what she had herself given, - then Illentionillg the 
sum of a lac and a half to the Governor to feast 
hÏ1n whilst he stayed there, and a lac and a l1alf to 
1\11'. 
liddleton by the hands of Baboo Begum. As 
I looked on this no more than a n1atter of conversa- 
tion, I aro
e to depårt, but was detained by the Be- 
glun"s requesting the Kabob to COlne to her. A scene 
of \veeping and cOlllplaint then began, \vhich made 
l11e still l110re iUlpatient to be gone, and I repeatedly 
sent to his Excellency for that purpose: he at last 
came out and delivered me the paper I sent you, de- 
claring it was given hilll by the Begum to be deliv- 
ered Ine." 
l\lullUY Begum also wrote a letter to General Clav- 
ering, in \vhich she directly asserts the same. " 
fr. 
Goring has pressed me on the subject of the balances; 
in alls.wer to which I informed him, that all the par- 
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ticulars, being on record, ,vould in the course of the 
inquiry appear froll1 the papers. He accordingly re- 
ceived from the Nabob 
Iobarek ul Dowlah a list of 
three lacs of rupees given to the Governor and l\fr. 

Iiddleton. I now send you inclosed a list of the 
dates when it ,vas presented, and through whose 
lneans, which you will receive." 
The Governor-General then desired that the follo\v- 
ing questions might be proposed to the Begum by 

Ir. 
rartin, then Resident at the Durbar. 
1st. Was any application made to you for the ac- 
count which you have delivered, of three lacs of 
rupees said to have been paid to the Governor and 
Mr. l\Iiddleton, or did you deliver the account of 
your own free .will, . and unsolicited? 
2d. In what manner was the application made to 
you, and by whom? 
3d. On what account was the sum of one and half 
lacs given to the Governor-General, which you have 
laid to his account? Was it in consequence of any 
requisition froln him, or of any previous agreement, 
or of any established usage? 
The Governor-General objected strongly to Mr. 
Goring's being present when the questions were put 
to the Begum; but it was insisted on by the Inajor- 
ity, and it was resolved accordingly, that he ought 
to be present. The reasons on both sides will best 
appear by the copy of the debate, inserted in the 
Appendix. 
The Begu1l1's answer to the preceding questions, 
addres::5cd to the Governor-General and Council, 
where it touched thê substance, was as follows. 
" The case is this. 
Ir. Goring, 011 his arrival here, 
seized all tlte papers, und secured tl-t(,//t under !tis seal; 
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J,nd all the rnutsuddies [clerks or accountants] attend- 
ed him, and explained to hÍ1n all the particulars of 
the1n. 1\11'. Goring inquired of me concerning the 
arrears due to the sepoys, &c., observing, that the 
nizamut and bhela lnoney [Kabob's allowance] .was 
received from the COlnpany; fronl whence, then, 
could the balance arise? I made' answer, that the 
sum was not adequate to the expenses. 1.11'. Goring 
then asked, What are those expenses which exceed 
the sum received fronl the Company? I replied, .All 
the particulars will be found in the papers. The affair 
of the three lacs of ru pees, on account of entertaÍ1nnent 
for the Governor and 11Ir. lJIiddleton, has been, I anl 
told, related to you by Rajah Gourdas; besides which 
there are many other expenses, which will appear 
from the papers. As the custOlll of entertainment is 
of long standing, and accordingly every Governor of 
Calcutta who came to Moorshedabad received a daily 
sunl of two thousand rupees for entertaÏ1unent, .which 
was in fact instead of provisions; and the lac an d an 
half of rupees laid to 
Ir. l\Iiddleton's charge was a 
present on account of an agreernent entered .into by the 
Bhow Begum. I therefore affixed my seal to the ac- 
count, and forwarded it to 
Ir. Goring by means of 
the Nabob." 
In this answer, the accounts given to ltIr. Gor- 
ing, she asserts to be genuine. They are explained, 
in all the particulars, by all the secretaries and clerks 
in office. They are secured under 
Ir. Goring's seal. 
To them she refers for everything; to them she re- 
fers for the three lacs of rupees given to 
lr. Hast- 
ings and 
lr. 
liddletoll. It is impossible to combine 
together a clearer body of proof, COlllposed of record 
of office and verbal testimony mutually supporting 
and illustrating each other. 
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The House win observe that the receipt of the 
money is indirectly adlnitted by one of the Gover- 
nor's own questions to l\funny Begum. 
If the n10ney ,vas not received, it would have been 
absurd to ask on what account it was given. Both the 
question and the answer relate to some established 
usage, the appeal to .which might possibly be used to 
justify the acceptance of the money, if it was accept- 
ed, but would be superfluous, and no way applicable 
to the charge, if the money ,vas never given. 
On this point your Committee will only add, that, 
in all the controversy between Mr. Hastings and the 
Inajority of the Council, he nowhere denies the receipt 
of this money. In his letter to the Court of Directors 
of the 31st of July, 1775, he says that the Beglun 
was cOlnpelled by the ill treatlnent of one of her ser- 
vants, which he calls a species of torture, to deliver 
the paper to l\{r. Goring; but he nowhere affirms 
that the contents of the paper were false. 
On this conduct the majority remark, " We confess 
it appears very extraordinary that 
Ir. Hastings should 
elnploy so much time and labor to show that the dis- 
coveries against him have been obtained by improper 
means, but that he should take no step whatsoever to 
invalidate the truth of the'n
. He does not deny the 
receipt of the money: the Begum's answers to the 
questions put to her at his own desire n1ttke it. im- 
possible that he should deny it. It seeIns, he has 
forlned some plan of defence against this and similar 
charges, which he thinks will avail hÏ1n in a court of 
justice, and which it wQuld be imprudent in him to 
anticipate at this time. If he has not received the 
money, we 
ee no reason for such a guarded and cau.. 
tious method of proceeding. An innocent man would 
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take a shorter and easier course. He would volun- 
tarily exculpate hin1self by his oath." 
Your COllunittee entertain doubts whether the re- 
fusal to exculpate by oath can be used as a circum- 
stance to infer any presulnption of guilt. But where 
the charge is direct, specific, circuillstantial, supported 
.Ly papers and verbal testilnony, 111aJe before his law- 
ful 
uperiors, to whom he ,vas accountable, by persons 
C0l11petellt to charge, if innocent, he was obliged at 
least to oppose to it a clear and forlnal denial of 
the fact, and to nlake a delnand for inquiry. But 
if he does not deny the fact, and eludes inquiry, just 
presumptions will be raised against him. 
Your Comlnittee, willing to go to the bottoln of a 
ctl10de of corruption deep and dangerous in the act 
and the exaillple, being inforlued that 
rr. Goring 
wa
 in London, resolved to exalnine hÍln upon the 
subject. 
lr. Goring not only agreed "ith all the 
foregoing pa'rticulars, but even produced to your 
Comlnittee what he declared to be the original Per- 
sian papPI's in his hands, delivered froln behind the 
curtain through the Kabob hin1self, ,vho, having priv- 
ilege, a
 a son-in-law', to enter the wOlnen's apart- 
ment, receiyed the1U fron1 )lunny Begum as authen- 
tic, - the woman all the while lalnenting the loss of 
her power with many tears and lunch vociferation. 
She appears to have been induced to lllake discoyery 
of the aboye practices in order to clear herself of the 
notorious é1nbezzlc1uent of the Xahob's effects. 
Your Conllllittee exaluining 111'. Scott and ..\11'. Ba- 
ber on this subject, they also prod nced a Persian pa- 
per, w-I1Ïch 111'. Baber said he had received fron1 the 
hands of a servant of )Iunuy Beglun, - and along 
with it a paper purporting to be a translation into 
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English of the Persian original. In the paper given 
as the translation, 
Iunny Begum is 11lade to allege 
lllany Inatters of hardship and cruelty against 
Ir. 
Goring, and an atteillpt to cOlllpel her to lllake out a 
false account, but does not at all deny the giving the 
money: very far frolll it. She is luade to as
ert, in- 
deed, "that 
Ir. Goring desired her to put down 
three lacs of rupees, as divided between !Ir. Hastings 
and 
Ir. 
Iiddleton. I begged_to be excu
ed, observ- 
ing to hiIll that this 111011ey had neither becn ten- 
dered or accepted \vith any criminal or improper 
view." After son1e lively expressions in the Euro- 
pean manner, she says," that it had been custolnary 
to furnish a table for the Governor and his attend- 
ants, during their stay at court. With respect to 
the sum mentioned to ßfr. ßfiddleton, it ,vas a free 
gift frön1 my own privy purse. Purburalll replied, he 
understood this money to be paid to these gen de- 
men as a gratuity for secret services,. and as such he 
should assuredly represent it." Here the payments 
to :1\11'. Hastings are fully adlnitted, and excused as 
agreeable to usage, and for keeping a table. The 
present to 
lr. 
riddleton is justified as a free gift. 
The paper produced by Mr. Scott is not referred to 
by your Comlnittee as of any \veight, but to show that 
it does not prove what it is produced to prove. 
Your Comluittee, on reading the paper delivered 
ill by 
fr. Scott as a translation, perceive it to be 
,vritten in a style which they conceived was little to 
be expected in a faithful translation from a Persian 
original, being full of quaint tern1S and idioillatic 
phrases, .which strongly bespeak English habits in the 
,yay of thinking, and of Ellgli
h peculiaritie
 and affec.. 
tations in the expression. Struck with these strong 
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internal Inarks of a suspicious piece, they turned to 
the Persian Inanuscript produced by )Ie. Scott and 

Ir. Baber, and con1paring it with 
fr. Goring's pa- 
pers, they found the latter carefully sealed upon every 
leaf, as they believe is the practice universal in all 
authentic pieces. They found on the fonner no seal 
or signature ,vhatsoever, either at the top or bottom 
of the scroll. This circuillstance of a want of signa- 
ture not only takes a,vay all authority froln the piece 
as evidence, but strongly COnfil'llled the suspicions en- 
tertained by your Conllnittee, on reading the trans- 
lation, of lunvarrantable practices in the .whole COll- 
duct of this business, even if the translation should 
be found substantially to agree with the original,. 
such an original as it is. The Persian roll is in the 
custody of the clerk of your COlnmittee for further 
exall1Ínation. 

Ir. Baber and 
Ir. Scott, being exalllined on these 
111aterial defects in the authentication of a paper pro- 
duced by them as authentic, could giye no sort of ac- 
count how it happened to be ,vithout a signature: 
nor did 
Ir. Baber explain how he can1e to accept 
and use it in that condition. 
On the whole, your Con1mittee conceive that all 
the parts of the transaction, as they appear in the 
COlnpany's records, are consistent, and mutually 
throw light on each other. 
The Court of Directors order the President and 
Council to appoint a nânister to transact the political 
affairs of the gOVJ
lllnent, and to select for that pur- 
pose S01l1e person well qualified for the affairs of' gov- 
ernment, and to be the 'Jninister of govern'ment. )11'. 
Hastings selects for the minister so described and so 
qualified a WOlllall locked up in a seraglio. He is 01'- 
VOL. VIII. ] 8 
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dered to appoint a guardian to the Nabob's minority. 
Mr. Hastings passes by his natural parent, and ap- 
points another 'VOlnan. These acts would of theln.. 
selves have been liable to suspicion. But a great 
deficiency or elnbezzlement soon appears in this 
wOlnan's account. To exculpate herself, she volun- 
tarily declares that j;he gave a considerable stun to 

Ir. Hastings, .who never once denies the receipt. 
The account given by the principal living \vitness of 
the transaction in his evidence is perfectly coherent, 
and consistent with the recorded part. The' original 
accounts, alleged to be dcliyercd by the lady in ques- 
tion, were produced by hinI, properly sealed and 
authenticated. Nothing is opposed to all this but a 
paper without signature, and therefore of no author- 
ity, attended 'vith a translation of a very extraordina- 
ry appearance; and this paper, in apologizing for it, 
confirlns the facts beyond a doubt. 
Finally, your COlllluittee examined the principal 
living witness of the transaction, and find his evi- 
dence consistent with the record. Your COl1uuittee 
received the original accounts, alleged to be drlivered 
by the lady in question, properly sealed and authenti- 
cated, and find opposed to then1 nothing but a paper 
without signature, and therefore of no authority, at- 
tended ,vith a translation of a very extraordinary 
a ppearan ce. 
In Europe the Directors ordered opinions to be 
taken on a prosecution: they received one doubtful, 
and three positively for it. 
They write, in their letter of 5th February, 1777, 
paragraphs 32 and 33:- 
" Although it is rather our ,vish to prevent evils in 
future than to enter into a severe retrospection of the 
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past, and, where facts are doubtful, or attended with al- 
leviating circull1stances, to proceed with lenity, rather 
than to prosecute with rigor, - yet son1e of the cases 
are so flagrantly corrupt, and others attended with 
circun1stances so oppressive to the inhabitants, that it 
would be unjust to suffer the delinquents to go unpun- 
ished. The principal facts * have been communicated 
to our solicitor, ,vhose report, confirmed by our stand- 
ing counsel, we send you by the present conveyance, 
- authorizing you, at the same time, to take such 
steps as shall appear proper to be pursued. 
" If we find it necessary, we shall return you the 
original covenants of such of our servants as remain 
in India, and have been allyways concerned in the un- 
due receipt of money, in order to enable yon to recov- 
er the same for the use of the Company by a suit or 
suits at law, to be in
tituted in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in Bengal." 
Your Comll1ittee do not find that the covenants 
have been sent, or that any prosecution has been be- 
gnn. 
A vast scene of further peculation and corruption, 
as well in this business as in several other instances, 
appears in the evidence of the Rajah N undcomar. 
That evidence, and all the proceedings relating to it, 
are entered in the Appendix. It was the last evidencp 
of the kind. The informant was hanged. An at- 
tempt was ll1ade by 1.11'. Hastings to indict him for a 
conspiracy; this failing of effect, another prosecutor 
appeared for an offence not connected with these 
, 
charges. N undcomar, the object of that charge, was 
executed, at the very crisis of the inquiry, for an of- 


· Relati\'e to salt farms, charges of the Ranny of Burdwan, and 
the charges of N undcomar and 
Iunny Br.gum. 


. 
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fence of another nature, not capital by the laws of the 
country. Äs long as it appeared safe, several charges 
were made (which are inserted at large in the A ppen- 
dix); and 1\11'. Hastings and 1\11". Barwell seemed ap
 
prehensive of lTIany 11lore. General Clavering, Col- 
onel Monson, and 1\11'. Francis declared, in a minute 
entered on the Consultations of the 5th May, 1775, 
that, " in the late proceedings of the Revenue Board, 
it will appear that there is no species of peculation 
from which the Honorable Governor-General has 
thought proper to abstain." A charge of offences of 
so heinous a nature, so very extensive, so very delib- 
erate, made on record by persons of great weight; 
appointed by act of Parliament his associates in the 
highest trust, - a charge 11lade at his own boar,d, to 
his own face, and transmitted to their common su- 
periors, to wholn they were jointly and severally ac- 
countable, this was not a thing to be passed over by 
Mr. Hastings; still less ought it to have perished in 
other hands. It ought to have been brought to an 
inlmediate and strict discussion. General Clavering, 
Colonel 
1onson, and 1\11'. Francis ought to have been 
punished for a groundless accusation, if such it hád 
been. If the accusation were founded, Mr. Hastings 
was very unfit for the high office of Governor-General, 
or for any office. 
After this comprehensive account by his colleagues 
of the Governor-General's conduct, these gentlemen 
proceeded to the particulars, and they produced the 
case of a corrupt bargain of 1\11". Hastings concern- 
ing the disposition of office. This transaction is here 
stated by your Conunittee ill a very concise Inanner, 
being on this occasion l11e1'ely intended to point out 
to the House the absolute necessity which, in their 
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opInIon, exists for another sort of inquiry into the 
corruptions of men in power in India than hitherto 
has been pursued. The proceedings n1ay be found at 
large in the 
\..ppendix. 
A c01l1plaillt was n1ade that )11". Hastings had sold 
the office of Phousdar of Hoogly to a person called 
Khân J ehan Khân on a corrupt agreement, - which 
was, that fron1 his emoluments of seventy-two thou- 
sand rupees a year he was to pay to the Goyernor- 
General thirty-six thousand rupees annually, and to 
his ballian, Cantoo Bahoo, four thousand more. The 
complainant offers to pay to the Conlpany the forty 
thousand rupees which were corruptly paid to these 
gentlelnen, and to content hin1self with the allow- 
ance of thirty-two thousand. 
Ir. Hastings "'"as, if on 
any occasion of his life. strongly called upon to bring 
this matter to the n10st distinct issue; and 
lr. Bar- 
well, who supported his adlnil1istration, and as such 
ought to have been tender for his honor, was bound 
to help hin1 to get to the botton1 of it, if his enelnies 
should be ungenerous enough to countenance such 
an accusation ,,-ithout perlnitting it to be detected 
and exposed. But the cour
e they held was di- 
rectly contrary. They began by an objection to re- 
ceive the con1plaint, in which they obstinately perse- 
vered as far as their power went. )11". Barwell was 
of opinion that the COInpany's instructions to inquire. 
into peculation were intended for the public inter- 
ests, - that it could not forward the public interests 
to enter into these inquiries, - and that" he never 
would be a channel of aspersing any character, while 
it cannot conduce to the good of goverIunent." Here 
was a new Inode of reasoning found out by 
Ir. Bar- 
well, ,vhich rnight subject all inquiry into peculation 
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to the discretion of the very persons charged with 
it. By that reasoning all orders of his superiors were 
at his n1ercy; and he actually undertook to set aside 
those conllnallds ,vhich by an express act of Parlia- 
n1ent he \vas bound to obey, on his opinion of ,vhat 
would or would not conduce to the good of govern- 
lllent. On his principles, he either totally annihi- 
lates the authority of the act of Parliament, or he 
entertains so extravagant a supposition as that the 
Court of Directors possessed a I1101'e absolute author- 
ity, when their orders were not intended for the pub- 
lic good, than when they were. 
General Clavel'ing was of a different opinion. He 
thought "he should be wanting to the legislature, 
and to the Court of Directors, if he was 110t to receive 
the co'lnplaints of the inhabitants, when properly au- 
then ticated, and to prefer them to the board for in- 
vestigation, as the only nleans by which these griev- 
ances can be redressed, and the Company informed 
of the conduct df their servants." 
To these sen tÌlnen ts Colonel l\Ionson and Mr. 
Francis adhered. 
rr. Hastings thought it more safe, 
on principles sÌInilar to those assunled by Mr. Bar- 
well, to refuse to hear the charge; but he reserved 
his remarks on this transaction, because they \vill be 
equally applicable to many others 'lV/tick in the course 
of th'is business are likely to be brought before tlte board. 

l'here appeared, therefore, to hiln a probability that 
the charge about the corrupt uargain was no Hlore 
than the COlnnlencelnent of a \vhole class of such ac- 
cusations; since he \vas of opinion (and what is very 
extraordinary, previous to any examination) that the 
saIne relnarks \vould be applicable to several of those 
which were to follo\v. lIe must suppose this class of 
charges very uniform, as well as very extensive. 
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The majority, howe\er, pressed their point; and 
notwithstanding his opposition to all inquiry, as he 
was supported oIlly by )11'. Barwell, the question for 
it was carried. He was then desired to nalne a day 
for the appearance of the accuser, and the institution 
of the inquiry. Though baffled in his attelnpt to 
stop the inquiry in the first stage, 
Ir. Hastings nlade 
a second stand. He :,eel11S here to have recollected 
sOll1ethillg inherent in his own office, that put the 
matter more in his power than at first he had inl- 
agined; for' he speaks in a positive and cOffilnanding 
tone: "I will not," says his Ininute, "nanle a day for 
Mil' Zin ul ab Dien to appear before the board; IlQr 
will I suffer hÚn to appear befo're the board." 
The question for the inquiry had been carried; it 
was declared fit to inquire; but there was, according 
to him, a power which might prevent the appearance 
of 'witnesses. On the general policy of oL
tl'ucting 
such inquiries, )11'. Francis, on a motion to that ef- 
fect, lnade a sound remark, which cannot fail of giv- 
ing rise to very serious thoughts: "That, supposing 
it agreed among ourselves that the board shall not 
hear any charges or complaints against a nlember of 
it, a case or cases Inay hereafter happen, in which, 
by a reciprocal cOlnplaisance to each other, our re- 
spective misconduct Inay be effectually screened from 
inquiry; and the COlllpany, whose interest is con- 
cerned, or the parties who 111ay ha\e reason to conl- 
plain of anyone member individually, Inay be left 
without remedy." 
:Mr. Barwell ,vas not of the opinion of that gentle- 
nlan, nor of the nlaker of the motion, General Clav- 
ering, nor of 111'. 1\1011 son , ,,110 supported it. He 
entertai1l5 sentÍ1nellts ,vith regard to the orders of 
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the Directors in this particular perfectly corre
polld- 
ent with those \vhich be had given against the origi- 
nal inquiry. He says, " Though it may in SOlne little 
degree save the Governor-General from per
onal in- 
sult, where there is no judicial power lodged, that 
of inquisition can never ans\ver any good purpose." 
This is doctrine of a most extraordinary nature and 
tendency, and, as your COllunittee conceive, contrary 
to every sound principle to be observed in the con- 
stitution of judicatures and inquisitions. The po.wer 
of inquisition ought rather to be wholly separated 
froIn the judicial, the forlner' being a previous step to 
the latter, which requires other rules and l11ethods, 
and ought not, if po
sible, to be lodged in the sanle 
hands. The rest of his 111inute (contained in the .Lip 
pendix) is filled with a censure on the native inhab- 
itants, with reflections on the ill consequences \vhich 
would arise frol11 an attention to their cOlnplaints, 
and \vith an assertion of the authority of the Supreme 
Court, as superseding the necessity and propriety of 
such inquiries in Council. 'Vith regard to his prin- 
ciples relatiye to the natives and their complaints, if 
they are a(hnitted, they are of a tendency to cut off 
the very principle of redress. The existence of the 
Suprelne Court, as a means of relief to the natives 
under all oppressions, is held out to qualify a refusa1 
to hear in the Council. On the san1e pretence, 
lr. 
Hastings holds up the authority of the saIne tribunal. 
But this and other proceedings show abundantly of 
what efficacy that court has been for the relief of the 
unhappy people of Bengal. A person in delegated 
authority refuses a satisfaction to his superiors, 
throwing hÜnself on a court of justice, and su ppose
 
that nothing but what judicially appears against hilll 
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i
 a fit subject of inquiry. But even in this J\Ir. 
Hastings fails in his application of his principle; for 
the majority of the Council were undoubtedly com- 
petent to order a pro
ecution against hÏ1n in the Su- 
prclue Court, ,vhich they had no ground for without 
a previous inquiry. But their inquiry had other ob- 
ject
. No private accuser might choose to appear. 
Thc party ,vho ,vas the subject of the peculation 
Inight be (as here is stated) the accomplice in it. 
Xo popular action or popular suit ,vas provided by the 
charter under whose authority the court was insti- 
tuted. In any event, a suit nlight fail in the court for 
the puni
hnlent of an actor in an abuse for want of 
the strictest legal proof, which Inight yet furnish mat- 
ter for the correction of the abuse, and even reasons 
strong enough not only to justify, but to require, the 
Directors instantly to address for the removal of a 
Governor-General. - The opposition of Mr. Hastings 
and )11'. Barwell proved as ineffectual in this stage 
a
 the forlner; and a day ,vas nan1ed by the majority 
for the attendance of the pnrty. 
The day following this deliberation, on the assem- 
bling of the Council, the Governor-General, 
Ir. Hast- 
ings. said, 

 he would not sit to be confronted by such 
accusers, nor to 
l
ffer a judicial inquiry into his con- 
duct at the board of ,vhich he is the president." A.s 
011 the former occasions, he declares the board dis- 
solved. ÅS on the former occasionf', the luajority did 
not adlni this clairn to this po,ver; they proceeded in 
his absence to examine the accuser and witnesses. 
Their proceedings al
 in Äppendix K. 
It is renlarkable, that, during this transaction, Khân 
Jehan I
hftn, the party with whon1 the corrupt agree- 
ment was made, declined an attendance under ex- 
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cuses which the lllajority thought pretences for delay, 
though they used no cOlnpulsory Inethod::) towards 
his appearance. At length, ho\vever, he did appear, 
and then a step \va
 taken by 
Ir. Hastings of a very 
extraordinary nature, after the steps \vhich he had 
taken Lefore, and the declarations \vith \vhich those 
steps had been accolnpanied. lUre Hastings, \vho had 
absolutely refused to be present "in the foregoing part 
of the proceeùing, appeared \vith Khân J ehan Khân. 
Ãnd no,v the affair took another turn; other obstruc- 
tions were raised. General Clavering said that the 
infol'lnations hitherto taken had proceeded upon oath. 
Khân J ehan Khân had previously declared to General 
Clavering his readiness to be so examined; but when 
called upon by the board, he changed his nlind, and 
alleged a delicacy, relative to his rank, with regard to 
the oath. In this scruple he \vas strongly supported 
by 1\11'. Hastings. He and 
lr. Barwell went further: 
they contended that the Council had no right to ad- 
minister an oath. They InHst have been very clear 
in that opinion, when they resisted the examination 
on oath of the very person who, if he could safely 
swear to 
rr. Hastings's innocence, o\ved it as a debt 
to his patron not to refuse it; and of the paynlent of 
this debt it was extraordinary in the patron not only 
to enforce, but to support, the absolute refusal. 
Although the nlajority did not acquiesce in this doc- 
trine, they appeared to have doubts of the prudence 
of enforcing it by violent llleans ;' but, construing his 
refusal into a disposition to screen the peculations of 
the Governor-Gencral, they treated hinl as guilty of a 
contelnpt of thcir board, disnlissed hÏ1n froI11 the ser- 
vice, and recolnnlended another (not the accuser) to 
his office. 
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The reasons on both sides appear in the Appendix. 
Mr. Hastings accuses the111 bitterly of injustice to h11n- 
self in considering the refusal of this person to s,vear 
as a charge pro,ed. How Ïar they did so, and under 
what qualifications, will alJpear by reference to the 
papers in tl
e ..ippendix. But )11'. Hastings" thanks 
God that they are not his judges." His great hold, 
and not .withou.t reason, is the Suprelne Court: and 
he "blesses the ,visdol11 of Parlial11ellt, that consti- 
tuted a court of judicature at so seasonable a tin1e, 
to check the despotisnl of the new CounciL" It was 
thought in England that the court had other olJject
 
than the protection of the Governor-General against 
the exan1Ïnations of those sent out with instructions 
to inquire into the peculations of Inen in po'wer. 
Though Mr. Hastings did at that tillle, and avow- 
edly did, everything to prevent any inquiry that 
was instituted nlerely for the information of the 
Court of Directors, yet he did not feel hin tself 
thoroughly satisfied with his own proceedings. It 
,vas evident that to thel11 his and 
Ir. Barwell's 
reasonings ,vould liOt appear very respectful or sat 
isfactory; he therefore promises to give them full 
satisfaction at SOllle future tÏ1ne. In his letter of 
the 14th of Septel11ber, 1775, he reiterates a former 
declaration, and assures thel11 of his resolution to this 
purpose in the stronge
t tern1S. "I now again recur 
to the declaration which I have before lllade, that it 
is my fix
d deterlnination to carry literally into exe- 
cution, and most fully and liberally explain every cir- 
CU1ilstance of Imy conduct on the points upon U'h,:ch 1 
have been injuriously arraigned, - and to afford you 
the clearest conviction of my own integrity, and of 
the propriety of IllY Illotives for IllY declining a pres- 
ent defence of it." 
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These motives, as far as they can be discovered, 
were the violence of his adversaries, the interested 
character and views of the accuser, and the danger 
of a prosecution in the Supreine Court, which lnade 
it prudent to reserve his defence. These arguments 
are applicable to any charge. Notwithstanding these 
reasons, it is plain by the above letter that he thought 
hiu1self bound at S0111e tÏ1ne or other .to give satisfac- 
tion to his Inasters: till he should do this, in his own 
opinion, he relnained in an unpleasant situation. But 
he bore his misfortune, it seems, patiently, ,yith a con- 
fidence in their justice for his future relief. He says, 
"'Vhatever evil may fill the long interval ,vhich Inay 
precede it." That interval he has taken care to Inake 
long enough; for near eight years are now elapsed, 
and he has not yet taken the smallest stop to,vards 
giving to the Court of Directors any explanation 
whatever, much less that full and liberal explanation 
which he had so repeatedly and solen1nly prolnised. 
It is to be observed, that, though 1\11'. I-Iastings 
talks in these letters lnuch of his integrity, and of 
the purity of his Inotives, and of full explanations, he 
no,vhere denies the fact of this corrupt traffic of office. I 
Though he had adjourned his dofence, with so much 
pain to hÏ1nself, to so very long a day, he was not "So 
inattentive to the ease of Khân J ehan Khân as he 
has shown hhnself to his OWll. He had been accused 
of corruptly reserving to hilllself a part of the olnol- 
umellts of this 111an'S office; it was a delicate busi- 
ness to handle, whilst his defence stood adjourned; 
yet, in a very short tÏ1ne after a llUljOl'ity canle in- 
to his hands, he turned out the per
on appointed hy 
General Clavering, &c., and replaced the yory lnau 
with WhOlll he stood aecu
e(l of the corrupt bargain; 
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what was worse, he had been charged with original- 
ly turning out another, to måke rOOlU for this luan. 
The whole is put in strong te1'1ns by the then ma- 
jority of the Council, ,vhere, after charging hin1 with 
every species of peculation, they add, " We believe 
the proofs of his appropriating four parts in seven of 
the salary with ,vhich the COlnpany is charged for 
the Phousdar of Hoogly are such as, whether suffi- 
cient or not to convict hhn in a court of justice, will 
not leave the shadow of a doubt concerning his guilt 
in the mind of any unprejudiced person. The salary 
is seventy-two thousand rupees a year; the Governor 
takes thirty-six thousand, and allows Cantoo Bahoo 
four thousand more for the trouble he submits to in 
cond ucting the negotiation with the Phousdar. This 
also is the comnlon subject of conversation and de- 
rision through the whole settlelnent. It is our firm 
opinion and belief, that the late Phousdar of Hoogl)', 
a relation of 1ilahomed Reza Khân, was turned out 
of this office merely because his terms were not so 
favorable as those which the Honorable Governor- 
General has obtained fron1 the present Phousdar. 
The Honorable Governor-General is pleased to assert, 
with a confidential spirit peculiar to hÜnself, that his 
measures hitherto stand unÏ1npeached, except by us. 
"r e know not how this assertion is to be made good, 
unless the most daring and flagrant prost'itution in 
every branch be deemed an honor to his adlninistra- 
tion." 
The whole style and tenor of these accusations, as 
well as the nature of thein, rendered 
Ir. Hastings's 
first postponing, and afterwards totally declining, all 
denial, or even defence or explanation, very extraor- 
dinary . No Governor ought to hear in silence sueh 
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charges; and no Court of Directors ought to have 
slept upon theine 
The Court of Directors were not wholly inattentive 
to this business. They condemned his act as it de- 
served, and they went into the business of his legal 
right to dissolve the Council. Their opinions seelned 
against it, and they gave precise orders against tht? 
use of any such power in future. On consulting 
fr. 
Sayer, the Company's counsel, he was of a different 
opinion with regard to the legal right; but he thought, 
very properly, that the use of a right, and the n1anne1' 
and purposes for w11ich it was used, ought not to have 
been separated. What he thought on this occasion 
appears in his opinion trans111itted by the Court of 
Directors to 1\11'. Hastings and the Council-General. 
" But it was as great a crime to dissolve the Council 
upon base and sinister 1notives as it ,vould be to aSSUlne 
the power of dissolving, if he had it not. I believe 
he is the first governor that ever dissolved a council 
inquiring into his behavior, when he was innocent. 
Before he could summon three councils and dissolve 
them, he had time fully to consider what would be 
the result of such conduct, to con
ince everybody, 
beyond a doubt, of his conscio'lts guilt." 
It ,vas a matter but of small consolation to Mr. 
Hastings, during the painful interval he describes, to 
find that the Company's learned counsel admitted 
that he had legal powers of which he made an use 
that raised an universal preslunption of his guilt. 
Other counsel did not think so favorably of the 
powers themselves. But this matter was of less con- 
sequence, because a great difference of opinion 111ay 
arise concerning the extent of official po"wers, eyen 
a1110ng men professionally educated, (as in this ca
c 
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such a difference did arise,) and well-intentioned 
men may take either part. But the use that was 
made of it, in systeluatical contradiction to the Con1- 
pany's orders, has been stated in the Ninth Report, 
as well as in many of tbe others made by two of your 
committees. 



APPENDIX. 


-.- 


B. No. 1.* 


OOP!1 of a Letter from the Gove1.nor- General to the 
Oourt of Directors. 


To the Honorable the Court of Directors of the 
Honorable United East India COlnpany. 


FORT WILLIAl\I, 29th November, 1780. 


HONORABLE SIRS,- 
You will be inforlned by our Consultations of the 
26th of June of a very unusual tender which was 
made by lne to the board on that day, for the pur- 
pose of indeillnifying the COlnpany for the extraordi- 
nary expcnse which might be incurred by supplying 
the detachment under the con1mand of !Iajor Can1ac 
in the invasion of the l\lahratta dOlniniolls, ,,
hich lay 
beyond the district of Gohud, and drawing the atten- 
tion of l\lahdajee Sindia, to whom that country im- 
Inediately appert3ined, frolll Gencral Goddard, .while. 
his was en1ployed in the reduction of Bassein, and in 
securing the conquests lllade by your arn1S in Guz- 
erat. I was desirous to rClllove the only objection 
which has been or could be ostensibly made to the 


· As the Appenrlixcs originally printed with the foregoing Re- 
ports, and which consist chiefly of official doeument
, would have 
swelled this volume to an enormous size, it has been thought proper 
to omit them, with the exception of the first nine numbers of the 
Appendix B. to the Eleventh Report, the insertion of which has 
been judged necessary for the elucidation of the subject-matter of 
that Report. 
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Incasure, which I had very much at heart, as may 
be easily conceived frolH the 111eans whieh I took to 
effect it. For the reasons at large ,vhich induced 11le 
to propose that diversion, it will be sufficient to refer 
to Iny minute recolllillending it, and to the letters 
received from General Goddard near the f\aUle period 
of time. The subject is now becoille obsolete, and 
all the fair hopes which I had built npon the prose- 
cution of the Mahratta war, of its tern1ination ill 
a speedy, h011orable, and adyantageous peace, have 
been blasted by the dreadful calan1Ïties ,,,hich have 
befallen your anns in the dependencies of your Presi- 
dency of Fort St. George, and changed the ohject of 
our pursuit fr0111 the aggrandizelnent of your po,veJ' 
to its preservation. !Iy present reason for reverting 
to 111Y own conduct on the occasion which I haye 
mentioned is to obviate the false conclusions or pur- 
posed l11isrepresentations which may be made of it, 
either as an artifice of ostentation or as the effect of 
corrupt influence, by assuring YOll that the money, 
by whatever 'Jneans it carne into your posse8sion, was 
not my own, - that I had 11lyself no right to it, 
nor would or could have received it, but for the 
occasion which prompted llle to ayail myself of the 
accidental means which ".ere at that instant afforded 
l11e of accepting and converting it to the property and 
u
e of the COlnpany; and with this brief apology I 
shall dislniss the subject. 
SOlnething of affinity to this anecdote may appeal' 
in the first aspect of another transaction, ,vhich.l shall 
proceed to relate, and of which it is l110re inunediate- 
ly my d\lty to infonll you. 
You will have been advised, by repeated addresses 
of this government, of the arrival of an arl11r at Cut-- 
VOL. VIII. 19 
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tack, under the conllnand of Chhnnajee Boosla, the 
second son of )loodajee Doo
la, the Rajah of TIerar. 
The origin and destination of this force haye been 
largely explained and detailed in the correspondence 
of the goyerIunent of Berar, and in yarious parts of 
our Consultations. The luinute relation of these 
would exceed the bounds of a letter; I shall there- 
fore confine Inyself to the principal fact. 
About the Inic1clle of the last year, a plan of confed- 
eracy was fonned by the N ahoh Niz
lln Ali Khân, by 
which it ,vas proposed, that, ,vhile the arn1Y of the 

Iahrattas, under the conllnand of )Iahdajce Sindia 
and Tuckoojee IIoolkar, was Clnployed to check the 
operations of General Goddard in the 'Vest of India, 
Hyder AU Khân 
hould invade the Carnatic, l\Iooda- 
jee Boosla the IH'oyillces of Dengal, and he hÏlnself 
the Circars of Rajan1ulldry and Chicacolc. 
The governn1ellt of Derar was required to accept 
the part af3signcd it in this cOlnhination, and to 
lllarch a large body of troops inllnediately into Ben- 
.gal. To enfurce the request on the part of the rul- 
ing Inelnber of the l\Iahratta state, 111cnaces of instant 
hostility by the cOlnbined forces were added hy 
Iah- 
dajee Sindia, Tuckoojee Hoolkar, and Niz
un A1i 
Khân, in letters "written Ly thell1 to l\Ioodajee Boos- 
la on the occasion. He was not in a state to sus 
tain the brunt of so fonnidable a league, and osten- 
sibly yielded. Such at least \vas the turn ,yhich he 
ga\Te to his acquiescence, in his letters to Ine; and 
his subsequent conduct has justified his professions. 
I was early and progressively acquainted hy hiln 
with the requisition, and with the. measures which 
were intended to he taken. and which were takeu. hy 
him upon it. The a.l'Iny pl'ofes
cdly destined for Bell- 
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gal marched on the Dusserra of the last year, corre- 
sponding with the 7th of October. Instead of tak- 
ing the direct course to Bahar 
 which had been pre- 
scribed, it proceeded by varied deviations and stud- 
ied delays to Cuttack, where it arrived late in 
Iay 
last, having perforilled a practicable journey of three 
months in seven, and concluded it at the instant COln- 
1nencement of the rains, which of course would pre- 
clude its operations, and afford the governnlent of 
Berar a further interval of five 1110nths to provide for 
the part which it would then be compelled to choose. 
In the nlean time letters were continually -written 
by the Rajah and his minister to this government, 
explanatory of their situation and motives, proposing 
their mediation and guaranty for a peace and alli- 
ance with the Peshwa, and professing, without solici- 
tation on our part, the most friendly disposition to- 
,vards us, and the most detern1Ïned resolution to 
maintain it. Conformably to these assurances, and 
the acceptance of a proposal made by )Ioodajee Boos- 
la to depute his 11linister to Bengal for the purpose 
of negotiating and concluding the proposed treaty of 
peace, application had been made to the Peshwa for 
credentials to the same effect. 
In the Inean time the fatal news arrived of the de- 
feat of your arlny at Conjeveranl. It now became 
necessary that every other object should give place or 
be made subser\ient to the preser\ation of the Car- 
natic; nor would the measures requisite for that end 
admit an instant of delay. Peace with the )Iahrat- 
tas was the first object; to conciliate their alliance, 
and that of every other power in natural elllllity 
with Hyder A.1i, the next. In:;;tant measures were 
taken (as our general advices will inform you) to se- 
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cure both these points, and to eillploy the govern- 
ment of Berar as the channel and instrument of ac.. 
complishing them. Its army still lay on our borders, 
and in distress for a long arrear of pay, not less occa- 
sioned by the want of pecuniary funds than a stop- 
page of cOllllnunication. An application had been 
made to us for a supply of money; and the SUln 
specified for the complete relief of the army was six- 
teen lacs. 'Ye had neither money to spare, nor, in 
the apparent state of that government in its relation 
to ours, would it have been either prudent or consist- 
ent with our public credit to have afforded it. It 
was nevertheless my decided opinion that some aid 
should be given, - not less as a necessary relief than 
as an indication of confidence, and a return for the 
many instances of substantial kindness which we had 
within the course of the last two years experienced 
from the government of Berar. I had an assurance 
that such a proposal would receive the acquiescence 
of the board; but I knew that it would not pass 
without opposition, and it would have becoine public, 
which might have defeated its purpose. Convinced 
of the necessity of the expedient, and assured of the 
sincerity of the government of Berar, from evidences 
of stronger proof to me than I could make them ap- 
pear to the other members of the board, I resolved to 
adopt it, and take the entire responsibility of it upon 
myself. In this mode a less considerable sum would 
suffice. I accordingly caused three lacs of rupees to be 
delivered to the minister of the Rajah of Berar, res- 
ident in Calcutta: he has transmitted it to Cuttack. 
Two thirds of this sum I have raised by 111Y own 
credit, and shall charge it in IllY official accounts; 
the other third I have supplied from the cash in my 
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hands belonging to the Honorable Company. I have 
given due notice to Moodajee Boosla of this transac- 
tion, and explained it to have been a private act of 
my own, unknown to the other n1elnbers of the Coun- 
cil. I have given him expectations of the ren1aillder 
of the aillount required for the arrears of his army, 
proportioned to the extent to which he may put it in 
my power to propose it as a public gratuity by his 
effectual orders for the recall of these troops, or for 
their junction with ours. 
I hope I shall receive your approbation of what I 
have done for your service, and your indulgence for 
the length of this narrative, which I could not com- 
prise within a narrower compass. 
I have the honor to be, Honorable Sirs, 
Your most faithful, obedient, 
and humble servant, 
W AHREN HASTINGS. 
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B. No.2. 


An Account of lJIoney paid into the Company's Treas- 
ury by the Governor - General, since the Year 1773. 


!Iay April CRs. 
1774 to 1775. For interest bonds . .. 2,175 * 
For bills of exchange on the 
Court. . . . . . . 1,43,937 
For money refunded by 
order of Court, account 
General Coote's commis- 
SIon . . . . . 8,418 


* S Received 19th May, 
l Cancelled 30th July, 1774. 


1775-1776. 
1776 -1777. 
1777-1778. 
1778-1779. 
1779 -1780. 
1780-1781. 


For bills of exchange on the Court . 
Do. do. do. 
Do. do. do. 
Do. do. do. 
Do. do. do. 
For bills of exchange 43,000 
For deposits . .. 2,38,715 
For interest bonds, at 8 per 
cent . . . . . . . 4,75,600 
For do. 4 per 
cent . . . . . . . 1,66,000 
For Durbar charges . . 2,32,000 
For interest bonds .... 


May, 1782. 


(Errors excepted.) 
JOHN ANNIS, 
Auditor of Indian Accounts. 
EAST INDIA. HOUSE, 11th June, 1783. 


CRs. 


1,54,530 


1,80,480 
1,96,800 
1,08,000 
1,43,000 
1,21,600 


11,55,315 
35,000 
20,94,725 
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B. No.3. 


To tþe Honorable the Secret Conullittee of the 
Honorable Court of Directors. 


FORT WILLIA::\l t 22d 
Iay, 1782. 


HONORABLE SIRS,- 
In a letter which I have had the honor to address 
you in duplicate, and of which a triplicate acconlpa- 
nies this, dated 20th January, 1782, I inforlned you 
that I had received the offer of a sunl of money fronI 
the Nabob Vizier and his ministers to the nOlninal 
amount of ten lacs of Lucknow siccas, and that bills 
on the house of Gopaul Doss had been actually given 
me for the amount, ,vhich I had accepted for the use 
of the Honorable Conlpany; and I promised to ac- 
count with you for the same as soon as it should be 
in my power, after the whole sum had cOlne into my 
possession. This promise I now perfornl; and deenl- 
ing it consistent with the spirit of it, I have added 
such other sums as have been occasionally converted 
to the Company's property through my nleans, and 
in consequence of the like original destination. Of 
the second of these you have been already advised in 
a letter which I had the honor to address the Hon- 
orable Court of Directors, dated 29th November, 
1780. Both this and the third article were paid im- 
l11ediately to the Treasury, by nlY order to the sub- 
treasurer to receive them on the COlnpany's account, 
but never passed through my hands. The three 
sunlS for which bonds were granted were in like 
manner paid to the COlllpany's Treasury without 
passing through my hands; but their appropriation 
was not specified. The sum of 58,000 current ru- 
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pees was received while I was on my journ.ey to Be- 
nares, and applied as expressed in the account. 
Às to the n1anner in ,vhich these stuns have been 
expended, the reference which I have made of it, in 
the accolnpanying account, to the several accounts in 
,vhìch they are credited, renders any other specifica. 
tion of it unnecessary; besides that those accounts 
either have or will have received a much stronger au- 
thentication than any that I could give to llline. 
Why these SUlllS ,vere taken by me, - why they 
were, except the second, quietly transferred to the 
COlllpany's use, - why bonds were taken for the first, 
and not for the rest, - nlight, were this lnatter to be 
exposed to the vie,v of the public, furnish a variety of 
conjectures, to which it would be of little use to reply. 
Were your Honorable Court to question llle upon 
these points, I would ans,ver, that the SUlllS were tak- 
en for the Company's benefit at tinles in which the 
Company very ll1uch needed thelll, - that I either 
chose to conceal the first receipts froill public curios- 
ity by receiving bonds for the aillount, or possibly 
acted without any studied design which lny mmllory 
could at this distance of time verify, and that I did 
not think it worth IllY care to observe the same 11leans 
with the rest. I trust, Honorable Sirs, to your breasts 
for a candid interpretation of my actions, and aSSUll1e 
the freedom to add, that I think myself, on such a sub
 
ject, and on such an occasion, entitled to it. 
I have the honor to be, Honorable Sirs, 
Your most faithful, most obedient, 
and Bl0st humble servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
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An Account of Sums 1"eceived on the Account of the 
Honorable Oompa
l.Y by tlw Gove'rnor- General, or 
paid to their Treasu,.y by his Order, and applied to 
their Service. 


1780. 
October. 


The following sums were paid into 
the Treasury, and bonds granted tor the same, 
in the name of the Gm ernor-Gencral, in 
whose p05::-:e5
ion the bonds remain, with a 
declaration upon each indorsed and signed by 
him, that he has no claim on the Company for 
the amount either of principal or interest, no 
part of the latter having been received: 
One bond. dated the 1st October, 
1780, Ko. 1539 . . . . . . 1,16,000 0 0 
One bond, dated the 2d October, 
1 i80, 1\0. 1540 . . . . . . 1,16,000 0 O. 
One bonel, dated the 23d :8ovem- 
bel', 1780, :So. 1354 . . . . 1,74,000 0 0 
November. 
Paid into the Treasnr,., and car- 
ried to the Governor-Genera!':, ci'edit in the 
12th page of the Deposits Journal of 1 i80-81, 
mohurs of sorts which had been coined in the 

Iint, and produced, as per 358 and 359 
pages of the Company's General Journal of 
1780-81: 
Gold mohurs, 12,861 12 11, or 
Calcutta siccas . . 2,05,788 14 9 
Batta, 16 per cent 32,926 3 6 
1781. 
30 April. 
Paid into the Treasury, and credited 
in the 637th page of 
he Company's General 
Journal. as money receIved from the Governor- 
General on acco
nt of Durbar charo-es : 
S . b 
lcca rupees . . . . . . 2.00,000 0 0 
Batta, 16 per cent . . . . 32,000 0 0 
Carried forward . . . . 


4,06,000 0 0 


2,38,715 2 3 


2,32,000 0 0 
8,76,715 2 3 
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August. 
Received in ca.sh, and employed in 
defi'aying my public disbursements, and cred- 
ited in the Governor-General's account of 
Durbar charges for April, 1 7
2. . . . . 
Produce of the sum mentioned in the 
Governor-General's letter to the IIonorable 
Secret Committee, dated 20th January, 1782, 
and credited in the Governor-General's ac- 
count of Durbar chårges for April, 1782 . . 10,30,275 1 3 
Current rupees . . 19,64,990 3 6 
( Errors excepted.) 
\V ARREN HASTINGS. 


Brought forward . 


8,76,715 2 3 


58,000 0 0 


FORT WILLIAM, 22d May, 1782. 


B. No.5. 


I, WILLIAl\I LARKINS, do nlake oath and say, that 
the letter and account to which this affidavit is af- 
fixed were written by me at the request of the Hon- 
orable \Varren Hastings, Esquire, on the 22d 1\Iay, 
1782, from rough draughts written by hitnself in my 
presence; that the cover of the letter ,vas sealed up 
by him in IllY presence, and ,vas then intended to 
llave been transmitted to England by the "Lively," 
when that vessel was first ordered for dispatch; and 
that it has reillained clo8ed until this ùay, ,vhell it 
was opened for the express purpose of being aCCOln- 
panied by this affidavit. 
So help me God. 
W ILLIAl\I LARKINS. 


CALCUTTA, 16th December 1782. 


Sworn this 16th day of Decenlber, 1782, before me, 
J. HYDE. 
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B. No.6. 


To the Honorable the Secret Committee of the 
Honorable Court of Directors. 


FORT ""'ILLlA:\I, 16 December, 1782. 


HOXORABLE SIRS,- 
The dispatch of the" Lively" having been protract- 
ed by various causes from time to time, the accom- 
panying address, w'hich was originally designed and 
prepared for that dispatch, (no other cOllveyance 
since occurring,) has of course been thus long de- 
tained. The delay is of no public consequence; but 
it has produced a situation which with respect to 
myself I regard as unfortunate, because it exposes 
me to the meanest imputation from the occasion 
which the late Parliaillentary inquiries have since 
furnished, but which were unknown when DlY let- 
ter was ,v-ritten, and written in the necessary conse- 
quence of a promise nlade to that effect in a former 
letter to your Honorable Committee, dated 20th J an- 
uary last. Ho,vever, to preclude the possihility of 
such reflections from affecting Iue, I have desired 

Ir. Larkins, who was privy to the whole transac- 
tion, to affix to the letter his affidavit of the date 
in which it was written. I OW'11 I feel nlost sensibly 
the mortification of being reduced to the necessity of 
using such precautions to guard my reputation frolll 
dishonor. If I had at any tinle possessed that degree 
of confidence fronl IllY inullediate enlploye.rs which 
they never ,vithheld frolll the llleanest of my prede- 
cessors, I should have disdained to use these atten- 
tions. How I have drawn on nle a different treat- 
ment I know not; it is sufficient that I have not 
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merited it: and in the course of a service of thirty- 
two years, and ten of these employed in maintaining 
the powers and discharging the duties of the first 
office of the British governnlent in India, that Ron 
orable Court ought to kno\v whether I possess the 
integrity and honor which are the first requisites of 
such a station. If I wanted these, they have afforded 
lTIe but too powerful incentives to suppress the infor- 
mation which I no\v convey to them through you, and 
to appropriate to lilY o\vn use the sunlS .which I have 
already passed to their credit, by the unworthy, and, 
pardon me if I add, dangerous, reflections which they 
have passed upon 111e for the first conlmullÎcation of 
this kind: and your own experience will suggest to 
you, that there are persons who would profit by such 
a warning. 
Upon the whole of these transactions, which to you, 
who are accustomed to view business in an officiaJ 
and regular light, may appear unprecedented, if not 
improper, I have but a few short remarks to suggest 
to your consideration. 
If I appear in any unfavorable light by these trans- 
actions, I resign the common and legal security of 
those who cOlumit crinles or errors. I am ready to 
answer every particular question that nlay be put 
against myself, upon honor or upon oath. 
The sources from which these reliefs to the public 
service have come ,vonld never have yielded thel11 to 
the Company publicly; and the exigencies of your 
service (e?Cigencies created by the exposition of your 
affairs, and faction in your councils) required those 
supplies. 
I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong 
motive, from yours and the public eye forever; and I 
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know that the difficulties to which a spirit of injustice 
may subject n1e for n1Y candor and avowal are great- 
er than any possible inconvenience that could haye 
attended the concealment, except tl)e dissatisfaction 
of my own n1Ïlld.. These difficulties are but a few of 
those which I have suffered in your service. The ap- 
plause of my 'own breast is my surest reward, and 
was the support of my mind in meeting them: your 
applause, and that of my country, are my next wish 
in life. 
I have the honor to be, Honorable Sirs, 
Your most faithful, most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 
. W.ARREN H.ASTIKGS. 


B. No.7. 


Extract of the Company' 8 General Letter to Bengal, 
dated the 25th January, 1782. 
P .AR. 127 . We have received a letter froln our Gov- 
ernor-General, dated the 29th of N oven1ber, 1780, 
relative to an unusual tender and advance of money 
made by him to the Council, as entered on your Con- 
sultation of the 26th of June, for the purpose of in- 
demnifying the Company from the extraordinary 
charge which lnight be incurred by supplying the de- 
tacillnent under the comn1and of 
lajor Camac in the 
invasion of the 
Iahratta dominions, which lay beyond 
the district of Gohud, and thereby drawing the atten- 
tion of 
Iahdajee Sindia (to ,,
honl the country ap- 
pertained) frolu General Goddard, while the General 
was employed in the reduction of Bassein, and in se- 
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curing the conquests made in the Guzerat country; 
and also respecting the sum of three lacs of rupees 
adyanced by the Governor-General for the use of the 
army under the command of Chinlnajee Boosla with- 
out the authority or knowledge of the Council; with 
the reasons for taking these extraordinary steps under 
the circumstances stated in his letter. 
128. In regard to the first of the
e transactions, w'e 
readily conceive, that, in the then state of the Coun- 
cil, the Governor-General nlÎght be induced to teln- 
porary secrecy respecting the lnenlbers of the board, 
not only because he Inight be apprehensive of opposi- 
tion to the proposed application of the money, but, 
perhaps, because doubts ll1ight have arisen concern- 
ing the propriety of appropriating it to the Conlpany's 
use on any account; but it does not appeal' to us that 
there could be any real necessity for delaying to conl- 
municate to us imlnediate information of the channel 
by which the money canl
 into his possession, ,vith a 
conlplete illustratioll of the cause or causes of so ex- 
traordinary an event. 
129. Circumstanced as affairs were at the moment, 
it appears that the Governor-General had the nleas- 
ure llluch at heart, and judged it absolutely necessa- 
ry. The means proposed of defraying the extra ex- 
pense were very extraordinary; and the money, as .we 
conceive, ll1USt have conle into his hands by an tlllU- 
sual channel: and when more complete information 
comes before us, we shall give our sentiments fully 
upon the whole transaction. 
130. In regard to the application of the Company's 
money to the arluy of Chimnajee Boosla by the sole 
authority of the Governor-General, he kne,v that it 
'was entirely at his own risk, and he has takcn the 1'0- 
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sponsibility upon hinlself; nothing but the n10st ur- 
gent necessity could warrant the measure; nor can 
anything short of full proof of such necessity, and of 
the propriety and utility of the extraordinary step 
taken on the occasion, entitle the Governor-General 
to the approbation of the Court of Directors; and 
therefore, as in the fortner instance relative to the 
sun1 advanced aÜd paid into our Treasury, we must 
also for the present suspend our judglnent respecting 
the money sent to the Berar anllY, .without approving 
it in the least degree, or proceeding to censure our 
Goyernor-General for this transaction. 


B. No.8. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Oonsultations, the 9th 
January, 1781. 
THE following letter froin the Governor-General 
having been circulated, and the request therein made 
c01l1plied with, an order on the Treasury passed ac- 
cordingly. 
HOXORABLE SIR AND SIRS,- 
Having had occasion to disburse the sum of three 
lacs of sicca rupees on account of secret services, which 
having been advanced froll1 n1Y own private cash, I 
request that the saIne may be repaid 
o me in the fol- 
lowing lUanneI': - A bond to he granted n1e upon 
the tern18 of the second loan, bearing date froin the 
1st October, for one lac of sicca rupees; a bond to be 
granted 111e upon the terillS of the first loan, bearing 
date froln the 1st October, for one lac of sicca rup
es ; 



304 ELEVENTH REPORT OF SELECT COl\HtIITTEE. 


a bond to be granted me upon the terms of the first 
loan, beari!lg date from the 2d October, for one lac 
of sicca rupees. 
I have the honor to be, &c., &c., 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
FORT WILLIAM, 5th January, 1781. 


B. No.9. 


An Account of Bonds granted to the Governor - General, 
from 1st January, 1779, to 31st JJIay, 1782, with 
Interest paid or credited thereon. 


When paid into the Sum. Date of Bond. Rate of Interest. 
Treasury. 
CRs. 
23d Nov., 1780 1,74,000 23d Nov., 1780 at 8 per cent. 
15th Dec. 69,600 15th Dec. Do. 
15th Jan., 1781 1,16,000 1st Oct., 1780 Do. 
Do. 1,16,000 2d Do. Do. 
Do. 1,16,000 1st Do. 4 per cent. 
17th March 50,000 17th 1\iar., 1781 Do. 
8th 1\lay, 1782 20,000 15th Sept., 1781 8 per cent. 
Do. 15,000 8th Dec., 1781 Do. 
6,76,600 


There does not appear to have been any interest paid 
on the above bonds to 31st 
Iay, 1782, the last ac- 
counts received. In the Interest Books, 1780 - 81, 
the last received, the Governor-General has credit 
for interest on the first six to April, 1781, to the 
amount of CRs. 21,964 12 8. 
(Errors excepted.) 
JOHN ANNIS, 
Auditor of Indian Accounts. 


EAST INDIA HOUSE, 5th June, 1783. 
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ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


AGAIXST 


WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ., 


LATE GOYERXOR-G:to:XERAL OF BEXGAL. 


--+- 


I. - ROHILLA WAR. 


T HAT the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, from a just sense of the danger and 
odi
ln incident to the extension of their conquests in 
the East Indies, and frolll an experience of the disor- 
ders and corrupt practices which intrigues and nego- 
tiations to bring about revolutions a
ong the conn try 
-pow'ers had produced, did positively and repeatedly 
direct their servants in Bengal not to engage in any 
offensive war whatsoever. That the said Court laid 
it down as an invariable maxÍ1n, u'hich ought ever to be 
'maintained, that they 'Were to avoid taking part in the 
political schemes of any of the country princes, - and 
did, in particular, order and direct that they should 
not engage with a certain prince called Sujah ul Dow- 
1ah, Nabob of Ouele, and Vizier of the Elnpire, in any 
operations beyond certain IÏ1nits in the said orders 
specially described. 
That Warron Hastings, E
quire, then Governor of 
Fort 'Yillialll in Bengal, did, with other members of 
the Council, declare his clear understanding of the 
true intent and nlealling of the said positive and re- 
peated orders and injunctions, - did express to the 
Court of Directors his approbation .of the policy there- 
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of, - did declare that he adopted the same u'ith sincer- 
ity and satisfaction, and that he was too 'Well awa're of 
the 'ruinous tendency of all scltenleS of conquest ever to 
adopt the1n, or ever to depart frO'Jn the absulute line of 
self-defence, unless impelled to it by the 'JJlOst obvious 
necessity, - did signify to the Nabob of Oude the said 
orders, and his obligation to yield punctual obedience 
thereto, - aud did soleu1uly engage and pron1Ïse to 
the Court of Directors, with the unaninwus concu.'r- 
rence of the whole Council, " that no object or consid- 
eration should either telnpt or con1pel hiln to pass the 
political line which they [the Directors] had laid down 
for his operations with the Vizier," assuring the Court 
of Directors that he " scarce saw a possible advantage 
which could compensate the hazard and expense to be 
incurred by a contrary conduct," - that he diel fre- 
quently repeat the saIne declarations, or declarations 
to the saIne effect, particularly in a letter to the N a- 
bob hilnself, of the 22d of Noven1ber, 1773, in the 
following words: "The conllnands of IllY superiors 
are, as I have repeatedly informed you, perelnptory, 
that I shall not suffer their arlns to be carried beyond 
the line of their own boundaries, and those of your 
Excellency, their ally." 
That the said Warren Hastings, in direct contra- 
diction to the said orders, and to his own sense of 
their propriety and coercive authority, and in breach 
of his express promises and engage111ents, did, in Sep- 
telnber, 1773, enter into a private engagen1ent with 
the said Nabob of Oude, .who was the ::;pecial object of 
the prohibition, to furnish him, for a stipulated stun 
of llloney to be paid to the East India Company, .with 
a body of troops for the declared pUl'pose of "thor- 
oughly extirpating the nation of the Rohillas ": a na- 
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tion frolu whom the Company had never received, or 
pretended to receive or apprehend, any injury what. 
soeyer; whose country, in the month of February, 
1773, by an unanin10us resolution of the said 'Var- 
rell Hastings and his Council, was included in the 
line of defence against the 
fahr3:ttas; and from 
whoin the Nabob neyer con1plained of an aggression 
or act of hostility, nor pretended a distinct cause of 
quarrel, other than the non-paYluent of a sum of 
money in dispute between hiin and that people. 
That, supposing the SUln of inoney in question to 
have been strictly due to the said X abob by virtue of 
any engageinent between him and the Rohilla chiefs, 
the East India COlllpany, or their representatives, 
were not parties to that engagelnent, or guaranties 
thereof, nor bound by any obligation whatever to en- 
force the execution of it. 
That, previous to the said Warren Hastings's enter- 
ing into the agreenlent or bargain aforesaid to extir- 
pate the said nation, he did not luake, or cause to be 
made, a due inquiry into the yalidity of the sole pre- 
text used by the said Nabob; nor did he give notice 
of the said claÏ1ns of debt to the nation of the Rohil- 
las, in order to receive an explanation on their part 
of the matter in litigation; nor did he offer any 
mediation, nor propose, nor afford an opportunity of 
proposing, an agreeillent or sublnission by which the 
calaillities of war might be avoid
d, as, by the high 

tate in which the East India Company stood as a 
soyereign power in the East, and the honor and char- 
acter it ought to maintain, as well as by the principles 
of equity and lnunanity, and by the true and obvious 
policy of uni ting the power of the )Iahometan princes 
against the !Iahrattas, he was bound to do. That, 
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instead of such previous inquiry, or tender of good of- 
fices, the said 1Varren Hastings did stÌluulate the am- 
bition and ferocity of the Nabob of Oude to the full 
c01l1pletion of the inhuman end of the said unjustifi- 
able enterprise, by informing hinl "that it would be 
absolutely necessary to perseyere in it until it should 
be accolllplished"; pretending that a fear of the 00n1- 
pany's displeasure \vas his inotive for annexing the 
accoinplislllucnt of the enterprise as a condition of 
his assistance, and asserting" that he could not haz- 
ard or ans\ver for the displeasure of the OOlnpany, 
his masters, if they should find theillseives involved 
in a fruitless war, or in an expense for prosecuting 
it," - a pretence tending to the high dishonor of the 
East India OOlupany, as if the gain to be acquired 
was to reconcile that body to the breach of their own 
orders prohibiting all such enterprises; - and in or- 
der further to involve the said Nabob beyond the 
power of retreating, he did, in the course of the pro- 
ceeding, purposely put the said Nabob under difficul- 
ties in case he should decline that ,val', and did oblige 
hin1 to accept eyen the perIllission to relinquish the 
execution of this unjust project as a favor, and to 
rnake concessions for it,. thereby acting as if the OOln- 
pany were principals in the hostility; and en1ployillg 
for this purpose nluch double dealing and divers 
un\vorthy artifices to ental
gle and perplex the said 
Nabob, but by Ineans of which he found hhnself (as 
he has entered it on record) ltampered and embar- 
rassed in a pærticular manner. 
That the said cOlnpact for offensive alliance in fa- 
vor of a great prince against a considerable nation 
was not carried on by projects and counter-projects in 
writing; nor ,vere the .articles and conditions thereof 
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formed into any regular written instrument, signed 
and sealed by the parties; but the whole (both the 
negotiation and the compact of offensive alliance 
against the Rohillas) was a luere verbal engage- 
ment, the purport and conventions ,vhereof nowhere 
appeared, except in subsequent correspondence, iL 
which certain of the articles, as they were stated by 
the several parties, did ll1aterially differ: a proceed- 
ing new and unprecedented, and directly leading to 
ll1utual ll1isconstruction, evasion, and ill faith, and 
tending to encourage and protect every species of 
corrupt, clandestine practice. That, at the tÏ1ne 
when this private verbal agreement was-n1ade by the 
said Warren Hastings with the Nabob of Oude, a pub- 
lic ostensible treaty was concluded by hin1 with the 
said Nabob, in ,vhich there is no ll1ention ,vhatever of 
such agreelnent, or reference whatever to it: in de- 
fence of which oll1ission, it is asserted by the said 
Warren Hastings, that the 1nultiplication of treaties 
weakens their efficacy, and therefore they should be 're- 
served only for very Í1nportant and pe1'manent obliga- 
tions
' notwithstanding he had previously declared to 
the said Nabob, "that the points which he had pro- 
posed required much consideration, and the previous 
ratification of a fOrInal agreelnent; before he could 
consent to theln. That the whole of the said ver- 
bal agreement with the Nabob of Oude in his own 
person, 'without any assistance on his part, ,vas car- 
ried on and concluded by the said 'Varren Hastings 
alone, without any person who lnight witness the 
saIne, without the intervention even of an interpret- 
er, though he confesses that he spoke the Hindos- 
tan language Ùnperfectly, and although he had .with 
hin1 at that tiTtle and place several persons high in 


. 
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the C01l1pallY's service and confidence, namely, the 
c01l1111ander-in-chief of their forces, two 111e1l1bers of 
their Council, and the Secretary to the Council, who 
were not otherwise acquainted with the proceedings 
bet\,veen him and the said Nabob than by such COIU- 
111unications as he thought fit to n1ake to them. 
That the object avowed by the said Warren Hast- 
ings, and the luotives urged by him for en1ploying 
the British arms in the utter extirpation of the Ro- 
hilla nation, are stated by himself in the following 
tenus: - " The acquisition of forty lacs of rupees to 
the COITlpany, and of so much specie added to the ex- 
hausted currency of our provinces; - that it would 
give wealth to the Nabob of Oude, of which we should 
participate; - that the said Warren Hastings should 
always be ready to profess that he did reckon the 
probable acquisition of wealth among his reasons for 
taking up ar1l1S against his neighbors; - that it would 
ease the Company of a considerable part of their Inil- 
itary expense, and preserve their troops f1'o111 inaction 
and relaxation of discipline; - that the weak state of 
the Rohillas proluised an easy conquest of thelu ; - 
and, finally, that such was his idea of the C01l1pany's 
distress at home, added to his kno,vledge of their 
wants abroad, that he should have been glad of any 
occasion to elpploy their forces which saved so much 
of their pay and expenses." 
That, in the private verbal agreement aforesaid for 
offensive war, the said Warren Hastings did trans- 
gress the bounds of the authority given hiln by his in- 
structions from the Council of Fort Willialll, which 
had lin1ited his powers to such cOll1pacts "as wúre 
consistent with the spirit of the COlllpany's orùers" ; 
.. which Council he afterwards pCl';
n:1ded, and with dif- 
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ficulty drew into an acquiescence in ,vhat he had 
done. 
That the agreement to the effect aforesaid was set- 
tled in the said secret conferences before the 10th of 
September, 1773; but the said Warren Hastings, con- 
cealing from the Court of Directors a matter of w'hich 
it was his duty to afford them the earliest and full- 
est inforlnation, did, on the said 10th of September, 
1773, ,vrite to the Directors, and dispatched his letter 
over land, giving them an account of the public 
treaty, but taking not the least notice of his agree- 
ment for a n1ercenary war against the nation of thf\ 
Rohillas. 
That, in order to conceal the true purport of the 
said clandestine agreement the more effectually, and 
until he should find means of gaining over the rest 
of the Council to a concurrence in his disobedience 
of orders, he entered a ll1inute in the Council books, 
giving a false account of the transaction; in which 
111inute he represented that the Nabob had indeed pro- 
posed the design aforesaid, and that he, the said War- 
1'en Hastings, was pleased that he urged the scheme of 
this expedition no further, when in reality and truth he 
had absolutely consented to the said enterprise, and 
had engaged to assist him in it, which he afterwards 
adn1Ïtted, and confessed that he did act in conse- 
quence of the same. 
That the said Warren Hastings and his I Council 
were sensible of the true nature of the enterprise 
in which they had engaged the Company's arms, and 
of the heavy responsibility to which it ,vonid subject 
binlself and the Council,-" the personal hazard they, 
the Council, run, in undertaking so unC01nnwn a 111eas- 
ure without positive instructions, at their own risk, 
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with the eyes of the whole nation on the affairs of the 
C0111pany, and the passions and prejudices of ahnost 
every 111an in England inflamed against the conduct 
of the COlnpany and the character of its servants"; 
yet they engaged in the very practice ,vhich had 
brought such oditun on the Company, and on the 
character of its servants, though they further say that 
they had continually before their eyes tlte dread of f01"- 
feiting tlte favor of their ernployers, and becoming the 
"objects of popular invectivl'
." The said \\' arre11 
Hastings hilnself says, at the very time when he pro- 
posed the measure, " I must confess I entertain some 
doubts as to its expediency at this tilne, from the cir- 
CUlllstances of the Oompany at hOlne, exposed to pop- 
ular clanlor, anà all its nleasures liable to be can- 
vassed in Parlianzent, their charter drawing to a close, 
and his 
Iajesty's ministers unquestionably ready to 
take advantage of every unfavorable circumstance in 
the negotiations of its renéwal." All these con
ider- 
ations did. not prevent the said 'Varren IIa stings from 
making and carrying into execution the said lnerce- 
nary agreelnent for a stun of money, the paYlnent of 
which the Nabob endeavored to evade on a construc- 
tion of the verbal treaty, and was so far froln being 
insisted on, as it ought to have been, by the said 'Va1"- 
ren Hastings, that, ,vhen, after the cOlnpletion of the 
service, the cOlnmallder-in-chief was directed to make 
a demand of the lnoney, the agent of the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings at the saIne time assured the K a1Job 
" that the delnand was nothing 1110re than nlatter of 
forln, conlnlon, and even nece

ary, in aU public trans- 
actions, and that, although the board considered the 
clainl of the government literally due, it was not the 
intention of adlninistration to prescribe to his Excel- 
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lency the mode, or even limits, of payment." Nor was 
any part of the money recovered, until the establish- 
Inent of the Governor-Gencral and Council hyact of 
Parlianlent, and their detern1Ïnation to withdraw' the 
brigade frol11 the Xabob's service, -the Resident at 
his court, appointed by the said 'V arren Haf'ting
, 
having written, that he had e:L'perienced rnZlcl
 duplicity 
and deceit in most of his transactions 
()itl
 his E.-ccellt!n- 
c!J; and the said Kabob and his successors falling Lack 
in other paynlents in the sal11e or greater proportion 
as he adyanced in the paYlnent of this debt, the con- 
sideration of lucre to the COlllpany, the declar{\d 1110- 
tive to this shalneful transaction, totally failed, and 
no 1110ney in effect and sub
tance (as far a
 by any 
account to be depended on appears) has been obtained. 
That the said X abob of Oude did, in con
equence 
of the said agreement, and with the assistance of Brit- 
ish troops, which were ordered to 11larch and sub- 
jected to his disposal by 'the said "arren IIa
tings 
and the Council, unjustly enter into and Ínvade the 
country of the Rohillas, and did there Inake war in 
a barbarous and inhuman Inanner, "by an abuse of 
victory," "by the unnecessary destruction of the 
country," ." by a wanton display of yiolence and op- 
pression, of inlnunanity and cruelty," and '- by the 
sudden expulsion and casting down of an whole race 
of people, to whom the slightest benevolence 'vas 
denied." When prayer was lnade not to dishonor 
the Begum (a princess of great rank, who
e husband 
had been killed in battle) and other ,voI11en, by cZr{t:J- 
giJl[J the'J}
 about the cOllntr!}, to be loaded u:ith the scoff8 
of the Nabob's rabble, and otherwise still U'01'se used, 
the Sabob refused to listen to the entreaties of a Brit- 
ish c0111n1ander-in-chief in their favor; and the said 


. 
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women of high rank were exposed not only to the vil- 
est personal indignities, but even to absolute ,vant: 
and these transactions being by Colonel Chalnpion 
comlnunicated to the said "\\T arren IIastings, instead 
of commendations for his intelligence, and orders to 
redress the said evils, and to preveilt the like in future, 
by means which were suggested, and which appear to 
have been proper and feasi1Jle, he received a repri- 
mand froin the.said "Varren Hastings, who declared 
that we had no authority to control the conduct of 
the Vizier in the treatlnent of his subjects; and that 
Colonel Champion desisted from Inaking further rep- 
resentations on this subject to the said Warren Hast- 
ings, being apprehensive of having already run some 
risk of displeasing by perhaps a too free comlnunica- 
tion of sentinlents. That, in consequence of the said 
proceedings, not only the eminent families of the 
chiefs of the Rohilla nation were either cut off or ban- 
ished, anq their wives and offspring reduced to utter 
ruin, but the country itself, heretofore distinguished 
above all others for the extent of its cultivation as a 
garden, not having one spot in it of uncultivated ground, 
and f:rom being in the 'JJwst flourishing state t!tat a 
country could be, was by the illluunan lllode of carry- 
ing on the war, and the ill government during the 
consequent usurpation, reduced to a state of great 
decay and depopulation, in which it still relnains. 
That the East India Company, having had reason 
to conceive, that, for the pnrpose of concealing cor- 
rupt transactions, their servants in India had Inade 
unfair, mutilated, and garbled cOllununicatiolls of 
correspondence, and sometin1es had wholly "withheld 
the same, 111ade an order in their letter of the i3d 
of 
farch, 1770, in the following tenor: -" The Go\"- 
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ernor singly shall correspond with the country powers; 
but all letters, before they shall be by hin1 sent, nlust 
be. cOlnlllunicated to the other lllcnlbers of the Select 
COlllnlittee, and receive their approbation; and also 
all letters 1.l'ltatðoever which nlay be recei\ed by the 
Governor, in answer to or in course of correspond- 
ence, shall likewise be laid before the .said Select Con1- 
n1Ïttee for their infol'lnation and consideration"; and 
that in their instructions to their Governor-General 
3nd Council, dated 30th 
Iarch, 1774, they did repeat 
their orders to the saIne purpose and effect. 
That the said ',arren Hastings diù not obey, as in 
duty he was bound to do, the said standing ordel:s ; 
nor did comnlunicate all his correspondence with 

Ir. )Iiddleton, the Company's agent at the court of 
the Subah of Oude, or with Colonel Chanlpion, the 
cOllunander-in-chief of the Conlpany's forces in the 
Rohilla war, to the Select COl1llnittee: and when 
afterwards, that is to say, on the 25th of October, 
1774:, he was required by the 111njority of the Council 
appointed by the act of Pariiaillent of 1773, 'wilose 
opinion was by the said act directed to be taken as 
the act of the whole Council, to proùuce all his cor- 
respondence with 
Ir. )Iidùletoll and Colonel Chaln- 
pion for the direction of their futuJ.
e proceedings rel- 
ati\ge to the obscure, intricate. and critical transac- 
tion aforesaid, he did positi\ely and pertinaciously re- 
fuse to delÏ\yer any other than such parts of the said 
correspondence as he thought con\eniellt, covcring 
hi
 said illegal refusal under general yague pretencc
 
of secrecy and danger from the cOlllnlunicatioll, al- 
though the said order and instruction of the Court of 
Directors above ll1entioned was urged to hiln, anll al- 
though it was represented to hiln by the said COHndl'J 
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thàt they, as "
ell as he, \vere bound by an oath of 
secrecy: "which refusal to obey the orders of the Court 
of Directors (orders specially, and 011 weighty grounds 
of experience, pointed to cases of this very nature) 
gaye rise to 111uch jealousy, and excited great suspi- 
cions relatiye to the lnotives and grounds on \vhich 
the Rohilla war had been undertaken. 
That the said Warren Hastings, in the grounds al- 
leged in his justification of his refusal to communicate 
to his colleagues in the Superior Council his corre- 
spondence ,vith 1\11". l\Iiddleton, the COlnpany's Resi- 
den t at Oude, ,vas guilty of a nc\v offence, arrogating 
to hin1self unprecedented and dangerous powers, on 
principles utterly sub\
ersi\.e of all order aud discipline 
in service, and introductory to corrupt confederacies 
and disobedience alnong the COlnpany's servants; the 
said 'V arren IIasting
 insisting that 
I1". l\Iiddleton, 
the Company's covenanted servant, the puLlic Resi- 
dent for transacting the Con1pany's affairs at the 
court of the Subah of Oude, and as such receiving 
froll1 the COl11pany a salary for his service, was no 
other than the official agent of him, the said Warren 
IIastings, and that, being such, he was not obliged to 
cOlnlnunicate his correspondence. 
That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a 
General Court of the Proprietors of the Ea
t India 
COlnpany, (although the latter showed favorable dis- 
positions towards the said Warren Hastings, and ex- 
prcssed, but without assigning any ground or rea:son, 
the highest opinion of his services and integrity,) did 
unanÏ1nolisly condeilln, along with his conduct rela- 
tive to the Rohilla treaty and war, his refusal to COln- 
municate his whole correspondence with l\fr. l\Iiddle- 
ton to the Snr}f")rior Council: yet the said 'V [UTCn 
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Hastings, in defiance of the opinion of the Directors, 
and the unanimous opinion of the General Court of 
the said East India Company, as well as the prece- 
dent positive orders of the Court of Directors, and the 
injunctions of an act of Parliament, has, from that 
thlle to the present, never n1ade any comn1unication 
of the whole of bis correspondence to the Governor- 
General and Council, or to the Court of Directors. 


II.-SHAH ALLillr. 


THAT, in a solemn treaty of peace, concluded the 
16th of August, 1765, between the East India Com- 
pany and the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah ul Dowlah, 
and highly approved of, confirmed, and ratified by 
the said Company, it is agreed, " that the King Shah 
Allum shall remain in full possession of Corah, and 
such part of the province of .Allahabad as he now pos- 
sesses, which are ceded to his 
rajesty as a royal de- 
mesne for the support of his dignity and expenses." 
That, in a separate agreelnent, concluded at the 
same tin1e, behveen the King Shah Allum and the 
then Subahdar of Bengal, under the immediate secu- 
rity and guaranty of the English COlupany, the faith 
of the Con1pany was pledged to the said King for the 
annual payment of hventy-six lac of rupees for his 
support out of the revenues of Bengal; and that the 
said Company did then receive from the said King 
a grant of the duanné of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa, on the express condition of their 
being security for the annual payment above n1en- 
tiolled. That the East India Company have held, 
and continue to hold, the duanné so granted, and 
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for some years have complied with the conditions on 
which they accepted of the grant thereof, and have at 
all tin1es acknowledged that they held the duanné 
in virtue of tlte J1Iogul's grants. That the said Court 
of Directors, in their letter of the 30th June, 1769, to 
Bengal, declared, "that they esteemed themselves 
bound by treaty to protect the King's person, and to 
secure hÏ1n the possession of the Corah and Allahabad 
districts"; and supposing an agreement should be 
made' respecting these provinces between the King 
and Sujah ul Dowlah, the Directors then said, " that 
they should be subject to no further claim or requisi- 
tion froin the King, excepting for the stipulated trib- 
ute for Bengal, which they [the Governor and Coun- 
cil] were to pay to his agent, or relnit to him in such 
manner as he luight direct." 
That, in the year 1772, the King Shah Allum, 
who had hitherto resided at Allahabad, trusting to 
engagements ,vhich he had entered into with the l\1:ah- 
rattas, quitted that place, and ren10ved to Delhi; but, 
having soon quarrelled ,vith those people, and after- 
wards being taken prisoner, had been treated by 
them with very great disrespect and cruelty. That, 
among other instances of their abuse of their im- 
mediate power over hhn, the Governor and Coun. 
cil of Bengal, in their letter of the 16th of August, 
1773, inform the Court of Directors that he had been 
compelled, while a prisoner in their hands, to grant 
8unnllds for the surrender of Corah and Alla7tabad to 
tltern; and it appears from sunrtry other luinutes of 
their own that the said Governor and Council did at 
all tilnes consider the surrender above mentioned as 
extorted froin the King, and unquestionably an act 0./ 
violence, which could not alienate or impair his right 



AGAIXST \V ARREX HASTn,GS. 


321 


to those provinces, and that, when they took posses- 
sion thereof, it \vas at the request of the King's Naib, 
or viceroy, who put theln under the Council's protec- 
tion. That on this footing they were accepted by the 
said 'Varren Hastings and his Council, and for SOlne 
till1e considered by then1 as a deposit cOlnn1Ïtted to 
their care by a prince to whom the pós
ession thereof 
was particularly guarantied by the East India COln- 
pany. In their letter of the 1st of 
Iarch, 1773, they 
(the said Warren Hastings and his Council) say, 
" In no shape can this compulsatory cession by the 
I\:.ing release us fro111 the obligation we are under to 
defend the provinces which we have so particularly 
guarantied to hiln." But it appears that they soon 
adopted other ideas and assulned other principles 
concerning this object. In the instructions, dated 
the 23d of June, 1773, \vhich the Council of 
'ort 
'Villialn gave to the said 'Varren Hastings, previous 
to his interview with the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah at 
Benares, they say, that, " while the I(ing continued 
at Delhi, whither he proceeded in opposition to their 
1110St strenuous ren10nstrances, they should certainly 
consider the engagelnents between hÜn and the C0111- 
pany as dissolved by his alienation fronl then1 and 
their interest; that the possession of so renlote a 
country could Heyer be expected to yield any profit 
to the COlnpany, and the defence of it 111Ust require 
a perpetual aid of their forces": yet in the san1e in- 
structions they declare their opinion, that, "if the 
King should make overtures to renew his fonner con- 
nection, his right to reclaÍ1n the district
 of Oorah and 
Allahabad could not with propriety be disputed," and 
they authorize the said Warrell Hastings to restore' 
theln to hirl1 on condition that he i57wuld renounce his 
VOL. VIII. 21 



322 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


claÚn to the annual tribute of twenty-six lac of rupees, 
herein beforc lnentioned, and to the arrears which 
nÛgltt be (lue, thereby acknowledging the justice of a 
claÜn ,vhich they detennilled not to COIllply ,vith but 
in return for the surrender of another equally valid; 
- that, lloverthele
s, in the treaty concluùed by the 
said \Yarren IIastillgs ,vith Rujah ul Dowlah on the 
7 th of Septolllber, 1773, it is asserted, that his 
Iaj- 
esty, CHleaning the King Shah .11hun,) "having 
abandoned the districts of Corah and r\llahabad, and 
given a sunnud for Corah and Currah to the 
Ialll'at- 
tas, had thereby forfeited his right to the said dis- 
tricts," although it was well known to the said \Var- 
ren Hastings, and had been so stated by hill1 to the 
Court of Directors, that this surrender on the part 
of the King had been extorted froll1 hiln by violence, 
while he was a prj
oner in the hands of the 
lahrat- 
tas, and although it 'vas equally ,veIl known to the 
said \Varren IIastillgs that there was nothing in the 
original treaty of 17H.) which could restrain the I
ing 
froln changing the place of his residence, consequent- 
ly that his reilioval to Delhi could not occasion a for- 
feiture of his right to the provinces secured to hiln 
by that treaty. 
That the said Warren Hastings, in the report 
which he Inade of his interview and negotiations 
with Sujah nl Dowlah, dated the 4th of October, 177ß, 
declared, " that the adnlÏllistration would have been 
culpable in the highest degree in retaining possession 
of Corah and ..A.HahaLad for any ot7tn
 pllrpo
e titan 
that of 'nzalciJl[J an arlvant17!Je by the Ji
posal of thern," 
and therefore he had ceded theln to the Vizier for 
fifty lac of rnpGcs: a Incasnre for which he had no 
authority whatever froln the King Shah Allulll, and ia 
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the execution of which no reserve whatever ,vas 
made in favor of the rights of that prince, nor any 
care taken of his interests. 
That the sale of these prnvinces to Sujah Dowlah 
involved the East India Company in a triple breach 
of justice; since by the same act they violated a 
treaty, they sold the property of a
other, and they 
alienated a deposit con1n1itted to their friendship and 
good faith, and as such accepted by then1. That a 
measure of this nature is not to be defended on 
motives of policy and convenience, supposing such 
motives to have existed, without a total loss of public 
honor, and shaking all security in the faith of treaties; 
but that in reality the pretences urged by the said 
,"Yarren Hastings for selling the King's country to 
Sujah Dowlah were false and invalid. It could not 
strengthen our alliance ,vith S1.ljah ul Dowlah; since, 
paying a price for a purchase, he received 110 fator 
and incurred no obligation. It did not free the Com- 
pany froln all the dangers attending either a rel110te 
property or a ren10te connection; since, the nlOlnent 
the country in question becalne part of Sujah Dow- 
lah's dominions, it was included in the Conlpany's for- 
mer guaranty of those don1Ïnions, and in case of inva- 
sion the COlllpany were obliged to send part of their 
anny to defend it at the requisition of the said 
ujah 
Dow-Iah; and if the relnote situation of those provin- 
ces Inade the defence of them difficult and dangerous, 
much more was it a difficult and dangerous enterpl'i
e 
to engage the COlnpany's force in an attack and in- 
vasion of the Rohillas, whose country lay at a Inuch 
greater distance frol11 the COlnpany's fi-ontier,- 
which, nevertheless, the said \\T arren Hastings agreed 
to and undertook at the very tin1e when, under pre- 
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tence of the difficulty of defending Corah and Allaha.. 
bad, he sold those provinces to Sujah Dowlah. It did 
not relieve the COll1pallY from the expense of defend- 
ing the country; since the revenues thereof far ex- 
ceeded the subsidy to be paid by Sujah Dowlah, and 
these revenues justly belonged to the Company as 
long as the country continued under their protectiol:, 
and ,vould have ans,vered the expense of defending it. 
Finally, that the sum of fifty lac of rupees, stipulat- 
ed with the said Sujah Do,vlah, ,vas inadequate to the 
value of the country, the annual revenues of ,vhich 
were stated at twenty-five lac of rupees, which Gen- 
eral Sir Robert Barker, then cOlnmander-in-chief of 
the Con1pany's forces, affiflns was certain, and too 
generally known to ad1ì
it of a doubt. 
That the King Shah Allum received for some years 
the annual tribute of twenty-six lac of rupees above 
mentioned, and was entitled to continue to receive it 
by virtue of an engagement deliberately, and for an 
adequate consideration, entered into with hiIn by the 
COlnpany's servants, and approved of and ratified by 
the Company themselves; - that this engagelnent 
was absolute and unconditional, and did neither ex- 
press nor suppose any case in which the said King 
should forfeit or the Company should have a right 
to resun1e the tribute; - that, nevertheless, the said 
Warren Hastings and his Council, immediately after 
selling the King's coue.try to Sujah Dowlah, resolved 
to' withhold, and actually withheld, the paynlent of 
the said tribute, of ,vhich the !{ing Shah Alhul1 has 
never since received any part; - that this resolution 
of the Council is not justified even by then1selves on 
principles of right and justice, Lut by argulllents of 
policy and convenience, by which the best founded 
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claims of right and justice may at all times be set 
aside and defeated. "They judged it highly impol- 
itic and unsafe to answer the drafts of the King, 
until they were satisfied of his an1Ïcable intentions, 
and those of his new allies." But neither had they 
any reason to question the King's alnicable intentions, 
nor was he pledged to answer for those of the 
Iah- 
rattas; his trusting to the good faith of that people, 
and relying on their assistance to reinstate him in 
the possession of his capital, Inight have been impru- 
dent and impolitic, but these measures, however ruin- 
ous to hin1self, indicated no enn1ity to the English, 
nor were they productive of any effects injurious to · 
the English interests. And it is plain that the said 
Warren Hastings and his Council were perfectly a ware 
that their nlotives or pretences for withholding the 
tribute were too weak to justify their conduct, hav- 
ing principally insisted on the reduced state of their 
treasury, 'which, as they said, rendered it Í1npracti- 
cable to comply with those payments. The 'right of a 
creditor does not depend on the circun1stances of the 
debtor: on the contrary, the plea of inability includes 
a virtual acknowledgluent of the debt; since, if the 
creditor's right 'were denied, the plea ,vould be super- 
fluous. 
That the East India C0111pany, having on their part 
violated the engagements and renounced the condi- 
tions on ,vhich they received and have hitherto held 
and enjoyed the duallné of Bengal, Bahar, and Oris- 
sa from the King 8hah Alluln, have thereby forfeit- 
ed all right and title to the said duanné arising from 
the said grant, and that it is free and open to the said 
King to resun1e such grant, and to transfer it to any 
other prince or state; - that, notwithstanding any dis- 
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tress or weakness to which he may be actually re- 
duced, his lawful authority, as sovereign of the 
Io- 
gul Elnpire, is still ackno\vledged in India, and that 
his grant of the duanné ,vonld sufficiently authorize 
and lnaterially a
sist any prince or state t
lat nlight 
attelnpt to dispossess the East India COlnpany there- 
of, since it would convey a right \vhich could not be 
disputed, and to which nothing but force could be 
opposed. Nor can these opinions be 1110re strongly 
expressed than they have been lately by the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings hhnself, who, in a n1Ïnute recorded the 
1st of Decelnber, 1784, has declared, that, " fallen as 
the Rouse of Timnr is, it is yet the relic of the most 
illustrious line of the Eastern world; that its sover- 
eignty is 'universally acknoivledgecl, though the sub- 
stance of it no longer exists; and that the COlnpany 
itself derives its constitutional dOlninion froln its os- 
tensible bounty." 
That the said Warren Hastings by this declaration 
has renounced and condemned the principle on which 
be avo,vedly acted to\vards the 
Iognl in the year 
1773, when he denied that the sunnuds or grants of 
the 
fogul, if they were in the hands of another na- 
tion, ,voldd avail theln anything, - and ,vhen he de- 
clared " that the sword \vhich gave us the dOluinion 
of Bengal must be the instrument of its preservation, 
and that, if it should ever cease to be ours, the llext 
proprietor would derive his right and possession froln 
the same natural charte1.." That the said 'Va1'ren 
Hastings, to answer any immediate pUl'}Jose, adoptE? 
any principle of policy, however false or dangerous, 
without any regard to fonner declarations made, or 
to principles avowed on other occasions by himself; 
and particularly, that in his cOl
duct tu Shah AlIU111 
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he first n1aintailled that the grants of that prince 
were of no avail, - that we held the don1inion of 
Bengal by the sword, ,,
hich he has falsely declared 
the SOllrce of 'right, and the natural cltarter of donlÌn- 
ion, - whereas at a later period he has declared that 
the sovereignty of the fall1Ïly of Shah ..A.Huln is ulli- 
verf
ally acknowledged, and that the COlnpany itself 
derives its constitutional don1Ïnion from their osten- 
sible bounty. 


III. - BENARES. 


P ART I. 


RIGHTS AND TITLES OF THE RAJAH OF BEYARES. 


I. THAT the territory of Bellares is a fruitful, and 
has been, not long since, an orderly, well-cultivated, 
and improved province, of great extent; and its cap- 
ital city, as ".,.. arren Hastings, Esquire, has informed 
the Court of Directors, in his letter of the 21st of 
N" 0'
en1ber, 1781, "is highly reyered by the natives 
of the Hindoo persuasioll, so that luany who have ac- 
quired independent fortunes retire to close their days 
in a place so en1inently distinguished for its sancti- 
ty "; and he further acquaints the Directors, "that 
it Inay rather be considered as the seat of the Hindoo 
religion than as the capital of a province. But as its 
inhabitants are not cOIn posed of Hindoos only, the 
furmer wealth which flowed into it fron1 the offerings 
. of pilgrinls, a
 well as fronl the transactions of ex- 
change, for which its central situation is adapted, has 
attracted ntunbers of )Iahomedans, who still continue 
to reside in it with their fan1ilies." And these cir- 
cumstances of the city of Benares, which not 0111y at- 
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tracted the attention of all the different descriptions 
of nlen who inhabit Hindostan, hut interested thcln 
warmly in whatever it lnight suffer, did in a peculiar 
manner require that the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil of Calcutta should conduct themselves with regard 
to its rulers and inhabitants, when it becanle depend- 
ent on the Cornpany, on the most distinguished prin- 
ciples of good faith, equity, moderation, and mild- 
ness. 


II. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing, late prince or 
Zemindar of the province aforesaid, was a. great lord 
of the 
Iogul Empire, dependent on the saIne, through 
the Vizier of the Ernpire, the late Sujah ul Dowlah, 
Nabob of Gude; and the said Bnlwant Sing, in the 
commencement of the English power, did attach hiln- 
self to the cause of the English COlllpallY; and the 
Court of Directors of the said Company did acknowl- 
edge, in their letter of the 26th of 
Iay, 1768, that 
" Bulwant Sing's joining us at the thue he did ,vas 
of signal service, and the stipulation in his favor was 
what he was justly entitled to"; and they did C0111- 
Illend "the care that had been taken [by the then 
Presidency] of those that had shown their attaclUllent 
to theln [the COlnpany] during the war"; and they 
did finally express their hope and expectation in the 
words follo,ving: "The moderation and attention 
paid to those who have espoused our interests in this 
war will rc,
tore our reputation in I-lindostan, and that 
the Indian powers will be convinced lS"O breacl
 of 
treaty will ever have our sanction. " 


III. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing died on the 
23d of August, 1770, and his son, Cheyt Sing, suc- 
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ceeùing to his rights and pretensions, the Presidency 
of Calcutta (John Cartier, Esquire, being then Presi- 
dent) did instruct Captain Gabriel Harper to procure 
a confirn1ation of the succe
sion to his son Cheyt 
Sing, "as it was of the utInost political import to the 
COlnpany's affairs; and that the young man ought not 
to consider the price to be paid to såtisfy the Vìzier' 8 
;jealousy and avarice." .And they did further de- 
clare as follows: "The strong and inviolable attach- 
IDcnt which subsisted betwixt the Con1pany and the 
father n1akes us lnost readily interpose our good offi- 
ces for the son." And the young Rajah aforesaid 
having agreed, under the mediation of Captain Harp- 
er, to pay near t,vo hundred thousand pounds as a 
gift to the said Vizier, and to increase his tribute by 
near thirty thousand pounds annually, a deed of con- 
firn1ation was passed by the said Vizier to the said 
Rajah and his heirs, by which he becan1e a purchaser, 
for valuable considerations, of his right and inherit- 
ance in the zeinilldary aforesaid. In consequence of 
this grant, so by hiIn purcha
cd, the Rajah was sol- 
enlnly invested with the government in the city of 
Benares, "an1Ìdst the acclalnations of a numerous 
people, and to the great satisfaction of all parties." 
.A_ud the said Harper, in his letter of the 8th October, 
1770, giving an account of the investiture aforesaid, 
did express hiu1self in these .words: "I .willieave the 
young Rajah and others to acquaint you how 1 have 
conducted Inyself; only thus n1uch let IDe say, that 
I -have kept a strict eye not to din1Ìnish our nation- 
al honor, disinterestedness, and justice, which I will 
concl udc has had a greater effect in securing to the 
Con1pany their vast possessions than even the force 
of arn1S, however fonnidable, could do." The Pres- 
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ident of Calcutta testified his approbation of the 
said Harper's conduct in the strongest terms, that 
is, in the following: " Yonr disinterestedness has 
been equally distinguishable as your abilities, and 
both do you the greatest honor." 


IV. 1-'hat the agreelnen t between the Rajah and 
Nabob aforesaid continued on both sides without any 
violation, under the sanction and guaranty of the 
East India COlnpany, for three years, \vhen 'Varren 
Hastings, Esquire, being then President, did propose 
a further COnfirlllation of the said grant, and did, on 
the 12th of October, 1773, obtain a delegation for 
himself to be the person to negotiate the san1e: it 
being his opinion, as expressed in his report of Octo- 
ber 4th, 1773, that the Rajah was not only entitled 
to the inheritance of his zen1Ïndary by the grants 
through Captain Harper, but that the preceding 
treaty of .Allahabad, though literally expressing no 
more than a f;ecurity personal to Bulwant Sing, did, 
nottvitlu;tanding, in the true sen
e and ÏLnport there- 
of, extend to his posterity; "and that it had been 
differently understood" (that is, not literally) " by 
the COlnpany, and by this adn1Ïnistration; and the 
Vizier had before put it out of all dispute by the sol- 
elTIl1 act passed in the Rajah's favor on his succession 
to the zen1Ïndary." 


V. That the Council, in their instructions to the 
said Governor IIastings, did elTIpOWer hiln " to renew, 
in behalf of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the stipulation 
which was forn1crly Inade with the Vizier in consider- 
ation of his services in 17G-1:"; and the. government 
was accordingly settled on the Rajah aud his poster. 
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ity, or to his heirs, on the saIne footing on which it 
was granted to his said father, excepting the addition 
aforesaid to the tribute, with an express provision 
" that no ÙW1'ease shall eyer hereafter be deinanded." 
.And the grant aild stipulation aforesaid was further 
confil'lned by the said Sujah ul Dowlah, under the 
COlupanr's guaranty, by the Ino
t 801e11111 and a.wful 
form of oath known in the 1faholnedan religion, in- 
serted in the bolly of the deed or gran t; and the said 
Warren Hastings, strongly inIpressed \yith the opin- 
ion of the propriety of protecting the Rajah, and of 
the injustice, malice, and avarice of the said Sujah 
Dowlah, and the kno"
n fa1nily elunity subsisting be- 
hveen hin1 and the Rajah, did declare, in his report 
to the Council, as follows: "I anI well convinced that 
the Rajah's inheritance, and perhaps his life., are no 
longer safe than while he enjoys the C01npany's pro- 
tection, \vhich is his due by the ties of justice and the 
obligations of public faith." 


'T1. That sonle tÏ1ne after the new confirnlation 
aforesaid, that is to say, in the year 1774, the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council, which had been fonned 
and the lllelllbers thereof appointed by act of Parlia- 
lnent, did obtain the assignlllent of the sovereignty 
paranlount of the said govenllnent by treaty with the 
:Kabob of Gude, by "Thich, although the supre1ne do- 
n1Ïnion was changed, the ternlS and the conditions of 
the tenure of the Rajah of Benares renlained; as the 
said X abob of Gude could transfer to the East India 
C01npany no other or greater estate than he hinlself 
possessed in or over the said zelnindary. But to ob- 
yiate any n1Ïsconstruction on the subject, the said 
1Yarren Hastings did propose to the board, that, ,vIla t- 
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ever prOVISIon might in the said treaty be made 
for the interest of the Con1pallY, the saIne should be 
"without an encroachnlent on the just rights of the 
Rajah, or the engagements actually subsisting with hÚn." 


VII. That the said Warren Hastings, then having, 
or pretending to have, an extraordinary care of the 
interest of the Rajah of Benares, did, on his transfer 
of the sovereignty, propose a new grant, to be con- 
veyed in new instrulnents to the said Rajah, confer- 
ring upon hÜn further privileges, namely, the addition 
of the sovereign rights of the Inillt, and of the right 
of criminal justice of life and death. And he, the said 
Warren Hastings, as Governor-General, did hiulself 
propose the resoìution for that purpose in Council, 
in the following words, with remarks explanatory of 
the principles upon which the grants aforesaid were 
made, namely:- 


MINUTE. 
VIII. "That the perpetual and independent pos- 
session of the zelnilldary of Benares and its depend- 
encies be confirmed and guarantied to the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing and his heirs forever, sub;"ect only to 
the annual payment of the revenues hitherto paid to 
the late Vizier, an10untillg to Eenares Sicca Rupees 
23,71,656 .12, to be disposed of as is expressed ill the 
fonowing article: That no other demand be 'made on 
him either by the Nabob of Oude 0')9 this govenl1nnzt; 
nor any lcind of authority or ;"nrisdiction be exerci.scd by 
either uitltilt tlw districts a."i."i[j}lf'd him." To which 
minute he, the 
aid Warren Jlastings, did snl
joill the 
following observation in writing, and recorded there- 
with in the Council Looks, that is to say: " The Ra- 
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:jah of Benares,fro'nz the situation of his country, 'lchich 
is a frontier to the p'J"ovinces óf Oude and Bahar, 'may 
be 1nade a serviceable ally to the 00 111p a ny, whenever 
their affairs shall require it. He has aluxl!Js been con- 
.fjidered in this light both by the OOmpa1!y and the suc- 
cessive 1nembers of the late Oouncil
. but to insure his 
attachment to the Omnpany, his interest 1ìlUSt be connect- 
ed with it, which cannot be better effected than by freeing 
him totally j'rmn tlte REJIAI
'TS of his present vassal- 
age uncler the gll(t')
anty and protection of the Oompany, 
and at the same tÍ'Jne guarding hÍ1n against any appre- 
hensions frmn this govelYtment, by tlzu8 pledgingitsfaith 
that no encroachment shall ever be 1Jzade on hi.s rights 
by the Oompany." And the said Warren Hastings, 
on the 5th of July, 1775, did hilnself propose, anlong 
other articles of the treaty relatiye to this object, one 
of the following tenor: "That, whilst the Rajah shall 
continue faithful to these engagelnents and punctual 
in his payments, and shall pay due obedience to the 
authority of this government, no '{/lore demands shall 
be made upon him by the Honorable COlnpany of 
ANY KIXD, or, on any pretencê whatsoever, shall 
any person be allowed to interfere with his authority, 
or to disturb the peace of his country." And the 
said article was by the other melnbers of the Council 
assented to without debate. 


IX. On transferring the Rajah's tribute froln the 
X abob to the Company, the stipulation with the N a- 
Lob was renewed on the proposition of the said War- 
rC11 Hastings hinlself, and expressed in a yet more 
distinct manner, namely: "That no more delnands 
shall be made upon hiln by the Honorable COlllpany 
of any kind." And the said 'Yarren Hastings, in 
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justificaiion of his proposal of giving the Rajah "a 
cOlnplete and uncontrolled authority over his zen1in- 
dary," did enter on the COllncil book the following 
reasons for investing him ,vith the san1e, strongly 
indicating the situation in ,vhich he must be left 
under any other cirClllllstances, whether under the 
Nabob of Oude, or under the English, or under the 
double influence of both: "That the security of hi
 
person and possessions from the Con1pany's protection 
n1ay be rated equal to Inany lacs of rupees, 'which, 
though sa
'ed to hi1n, are no loss to the government on 
'which he depends, being all articles of invisible el]Jense: 
in fees to the ministers and officers of the Nabob; in 
the charges of a double establislllnent of vackeels to 
hoth goverlunents; in presents and charges of accom- 
lllodation to the Nabob, during his residence at any 
place within the boundaries of his zelnindary; in the 
frauds, embezzle1nents, and oppressions exercised in the 
mint and cut-wally 
. besides the allowed profits of those 
officers, and the advantages ,vhich every man in occa- 
sional power, or in the credit of it, 'might 'make of the 
RaJah's knou'n uJeakness, and the dread he stood in 
both of the displeasure of the Nabob and the ill-will 
of i'ndtviduals al1zong the English, 'who 'were all consid- 
ered, either in their present stations or connections, or 
the right of succession, as members of the state of Ben- 
gal. It w'ould be scarce possible to enl.Ullerate an the 
inconveniences to which the Rajah ,vas liable in his 
former situation, or to estilnate the precise effect which 
they produced on his revenue and on the gross 
amount of his expense; but it may be easily con- 
ceived that both ,vere enormous, and of a nature the 
most likely to les
en the profits of government, instead 
of adding to them." And in justification of his pro- 
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pòsal of giving the Rajah the symbols of sovereignty 
in the power of life and death, and in the coining of 
money, as pledges of his illdependence, he states the 
deplorable f'ituation of princes reduced to dependence 
on the \Tizier or the COlllpany, and obliged to enter- 
tain an English Resident at their court, in the follow- 
ing words: "It is proposed to receive the paYlnent 
of his [the Rajah's] rents at Patna, because that is 
the nearest provincial station, and beèause it would 
not frustrate the intention of 1'endering the RaJah inde- 
pendent. If a Resident was appointed to receive the 
nlolley, as it bccallle due, at Bellares, such a Resident 
would unavoidably acquire an influence o'.er the l{a- 
jah, and over his country, which U'ould in effect render 
lân
 tlte nzaster of both. This consequence luight not 
perhaps Le brought cOlllpletely to pass without a stJ'ug- 
!lie arid many appeals to the Council, which, in a gov- 
crlllnent constituted like this, cannot faa to terminate 
a!/aÍ1z.st the RaJah, and, by the c01l!struction to which his 
opposition to the agent l.vould be liable, 'Jnight eventually 
draw on hÍ1n severe restï'iction.'5, and end in 'reducing ltin
 
to tlte'mean and depraved state nf a nwre zernindar. " 


"" 


x. That, in order to satisfy the said Rajah of the 
intentions of the Conlpany towards hill1, and of the 
true sense and construction of the gra 11 t
 to him, the 
said Rajah, to be Inade, the Govcrnol'-General (he, 
the said 'Y arren Hastings) and Council did, on the 
24th .August, 1775, inf'truct )11'. Fowke, the Resident 
at the Rajah's court, in the following words: "It is 
proper to assure the Rajah, ,ve do not lllean to in- 
crease his tribute, but to require from hill1 an exact 
sum; that, under the sovereignty of the Con1pany, 
we are determined to leave hiln the free and uncon- 
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trolled managmuellt of the internal government of his 
country, and the collection and regulation of the rev- 
enues, so long as he adheres to the tenus of his en- 
gagelnent; and will never delnand any augmentation 
of the annual tribute which Inay be fixed." 


XI. That the said Warren IIastings and the Coun- 
cil-General, not being satisfied with having instructcd 
the Resident to make the representation aforesaid, to 
remove all suspicion that by the ne\v grants any at- 
telnpt should insidiously be Inade to change his for- 
mer tenure, did resolve that a letter should be ,vrit- 
ten by the Governor-General hiu1self to the Rajah of 
Benares, to be delivered to 
Ir. Fowke, the Re::,ident, 
together with his credentials; in which letter they 
>> declare" the board willing .to continue the grant of 
the zemindary to hiln in as full and ample a manner 
as he possessed it fr01n former sovereigns
. and on his 
paying the annual tribute," &c ; - and in eXplaining 
the reasons for granting to hÏ1n the Inint and crÏ1ninal 
justice, they inform hi In that this is done in order " that 
he luay possess an 'uncontrolled and j:ree authority in 
the regulation and governlnent of his zelnindary. 


XII. That on the 2üth February, 1776, the Board 
and Council did order that the proper instrulnents 
should be prepared for conveying to the Rajah afore- 
said the govennnent and erilninal justice and nlillt of 
Benares, with its depcndencies, "in the usual fOl'ln, 
expressing the conJitiuJls alreíldy resolved on in the 
several proceedings of tlte board." And on the sanlO 
ùay a letter ,vas writtcn to the Resident at Bcnares, 
signifying that they had ordered the proper instru
 
Incllts to be prepared, specifying the terms concerning 
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the rClnittance of the Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, as 
well as 
'tlte ðeveral other conditions which had been al- 
ready agreed to, -and that they should forward it to 
him, to be delivered to the Rajah." ...lnd ou the 20th 
of )larch following, the Loard did again explain the 
teruIS of the said tribute, in a letter to the Court of 
Directors, and did add, '
that a sunJlud [grant or 
patent] for his [Cheyt Sing's] zemindary should be 
furnished him on these and the conditions before agreed 
on." 


XIII. That during the course of the transactions 
aforesaid in Council, and the various assurances giveu& 
to the Rajah and the Court of Directors, certain im-- 
proper and fraudulent practices .were used with l'egard 
to the sYlnbols of investiture ,,
hich ought to have 
been given, and the fOrIn of the deeds by which the 
said zen1Ïlldary ought to have been grante
. For it 
appears that the original deeds were signed by the 
board on the 4th Septelnber, 1775, and translllitted to 
:à1r. Fowke, the Resident at the Rajqh's COUI't, and 
that on the 20th of X ovember follo-\ving the Court of 
Directors were acquainted by the said 'Varren Hast- 
iug
 and the Council that Rajah Cheyt Sing had been 
invested with the sZlnnud (charters or patents) for his 
zell1Ïndary, and the kellaut, (or robes of investiture.) 
in all the proper forlll
; but on the 1st of October, 
1770, the Rajah did con1plaill to the Governor-Gener- 
al and Council, that the kellaut, (or rObé::i,) with whieh 
he was to be invested according tu their order, .. i
 /lot 
of tlte S{Ulle kind as that .which he l'eceiycd frolll the 
late ,;rizier on the like occasion. 4 III COllscqueuce. 
of the said cOlnplaillt, the board did, in their letter to. 
the Resident of the 11th of the saIne month, tiesire. 
VOL. VIII. 22 
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him " to Inake inquiry respecting the nature of tbe 
kellaut, and inyest hÍln with one of the' sante sort, on 
the part of this gOVf'rlllllent, instead of that ,vhich 
they forlnerly described to hiln." And it appears 
highly probable that the instrulncnts which aCCOll1- 
panied the said robes of investiture were n1ade in a 
Inanner conforlnable to the orders and directions of 
the board, and the conditions by theln agreed to; as 
the Rajah, who cOlnplained of the insufficiency of the 
robes, did make no cOlnplaint of the insufficiency of 
the instrulnents, or of any deviation in thenl from 
those he had fOrlnerly received frOln the Vizier. 
But a copy or duplicate of the said deeds or instrlt- 
7nents 'were in some manner surreptitious7y disposed of, 
and withheld frmn the records of the Oonzpany, and 
never 'It'ere transmitted to tlt(' Court of Directors. 


XIV. That several Inonths after the said settle- 
ment and investiture, nalnely, 011 the 15th of April, 
1776, the Secretary inforll1ed the Court thaL he had 
IH'epared a 
unnllrl, cabbolut, and pottal
 (that is, a 
patent, an agree1l1ent, and a rent-roll) fOi' Cheyt Sing's 
zemindary, and the hoard ordered the saIne to be ex- 
ecuted; but the Resident, OIl receiving the saIne, did 
translui t the several objections lnade by the Rajah 
thereto, and particularly to a clause in the patent, 
made in direct contradiction to the engagelnents of 
the Council so solelllnly and repeatedly giyell. hy 
which clause the fonner p
tents are decl((ì"f'd to be 
null. That, on the representation aforesaid, on the 
29th July, the Secretary was ordered to prepare new 
and proper instl'lllllcllts, umitting th.e clause declar- 
ing the former patents to be null, and the f'aid new 
patents were delivered to the Rajah; and the others, 
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which he objected to, as well as those ,vhich had been 
delivered to him originally, were returned to the 
Presidency. But neither the first set of deeds, nOI 
the fraudulent patent aforesaid, nor the new instru- 
luents made out on the complaint of the Rajah, omit- 
ting the exceptionable words, have, been inserted in 
the records, although it was the particular duty of 
the said Warren Hastings that all transactions with 
the country powers should be faithfully entered, as 
well as to take care that all instruments trans1l1itted 
to them on the faith of the Con1pany should be hon- 
estly, candidly, and fairly executed, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the engagements entered 
into on the part of the Company, - giving by the 
said complicated, artificial, and fraudulent manage- 
Inent, as well 3S by his said on1itting to record the 
said Inaterial doctunent, strong reason to presume 
that he did even then meditate to make 80n1e evil use 
of the deeds which he thus withheld from the Com- 
pany, and which he did afterwards in reality n1ake, 
when he found means and opportunity to effect his 
evil purpose. 


P ART IT. 


DESIGNS OF !IR. HASTIKGS TO RUIN THE RAJAH OF BEYARES. 


I. THAT the tribute transferred to the Company by 
the treaty with the Nabob of Oude, being 250,000l. a 
year sterling, and upwards, withont any deductions 
whatsoever, was paid monthly, with such punctual 
exactness as had no parallel in the Company's deal- 
ings with any of the native princes or with any sub- 
ject zelnindar, being the only OIle ,vIlo never was in 
arrears; and according to all appearance, a perfect 



340 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


harlnony did prevail between the Supreme Council at 
Calcutta and the Rajah. Rut though tlle Rajah of 
Benares furnished no occa
ion or displeasure to the 
board, yet it since appears that the said Warren Hast- 
ings did, at son1e tin1e in the year 1777, conceive dis- 
pleasure against hiln. In that year, he, the said 
Warren Hastings, retracted his own act of resignation 
of his office, n1ade to the Court of Directors through 
hi
 agent, 
Ir. 
Iacleane, and, calling in the aid of the 
military to support hiIn in his authority, brought the 
divisions of the governrnent, according to his o\vn 
expression, "to an extren1Îty bordering on civil vio- 
lence." This extrelnity he attributes, in a narrative 
by hin1 transluitted to the Court of Directors, and 
printed, not to his own fraud and prevarication, but 
to what he calls" an attelnpt to wrest from him his 
authority"; and in the said narrative he pretends 
that the Rajah of Benares had deputed an agent \vith 
an express cOlnlnission to his opponent, Sir John 
Clavering. This fact, if it had been true, (which is 
not proved,) was in no sort criminal or offcnsive to 
the COlnpany's government, but was at first sight 
nothing n10re than a proper mark of duty and respect 
to the supposed succession of office. Nor is it possi- 
ble to conceive in what manner it could offend the 
said Hastings, if he did not imagine that the express 
commission to which in the said narrative he refers 
might relate to the discovery to Sir John Clavering 
of SOlne practice which he might wish to conceal,- 
the said Clavering, whom he styles" Ids opponent," 
having been engaged, in qbedience to the Company's 
express orders, in the discovery of sundry pecula.. 
tions and other evil practices charged upon the said 
Hastings. nut although, at the tÎlllC of the said pre 
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tended deputation, he dissembled his resentment, it 
appears to have rankled in his mind, and that he nev- 
er forgave it, of whateyer nature it might have been 
(the same never having been by hÏ1n explained); and 
some years after, he recorded it in his justification of 
his oppressive conduct towards the Rajah, urging the 
same with great virulence and asperity, as a proof or 
presumption of his, the said Rajah's, disaffection to 
the Con1pany's government; and by his subsequent 
acts, he seems from the first to have resolved, ,vhen 
opportunity should occur, on a severe re
enge. 


II. That, having obtained, in his casting vote, a 
majority in Counçil on the death of Sir John Claver- 
ing and 
Ir. 
lonson, he did suddenly, and without 
any previous general communication with the mem- 
bers of the board, by a )Iinute of Consultation of the 
9th of July, 1778, Inake an extraordinary delnand, 
namely: "That the Rajah of Benares should consent 
to the establisillnent of three regular battalions of se- 
poys, to be raised and rnaintained at his own expense" ; 
and the said expense was estimated at between fifty 
and sixty thousand pounds sterling. 


III. That the said requisition did suppose the con- 
sent of the Rajah, - the very word being inserted in 
the body of his, the said Warren Hastings's, minute; 
and the san1e ,vas agreed to, though with some doubts 
on the parts of two of his colleagues, 
Ir. Francis 
and )11'. \\'"heler, concerning the right of making the 
san1e. even worded as it ,vas. But )11'. Francis and 
Mr. Wheler, Foon after, finding that the Rajah was 
much alarmed by this departure from the treaty, 
the requisition aforesaid was strenuously opposed by 
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them. The said Hastings did, notwithstanding this 
opposition, persevere, and by his casting vote alone 
did carry the said unjust al
d oppressivc denland. 
The Rajah subn1ittcd, after sOlne n1urnluring and 
relnonstrance, to pay the sunl required, - but on 
the exprcss condition (as has been frequently assert- 
ed by hitn to the said 'Varren Hastings \vithout any 
contradiction) that the exaction should continue but 
(01. one year, and .f51wuld not be drau)}
 into precedent. 
He also requested that the extraordinary delnand 
should be paid along with the instahnents of his 
monthly tribute: but although the said Warren 
Hastings did not so much as pretend that the in- 
stant payment was at all necessary, and though he 
was urged by his before-n1entioned colleagues to mod- 
erate his proceedings, he did insist upon in1mediatc 
payment of the \vhole; and did deliver his demand 
in proud and in
ulting language, \vholly unfit for a 
governor of a civilized nation to use to\vards el1lÏnent 
persons in alliance with' and in honorable and free 
dependence upon its government; and did support 
the same with argunlents full of lunvarrantable pas- 
sion, and with references to reports affecting nlerely 
his own personal power and consideration, which re- 
ports were not proved, nor attelnpted to be proved, 
and, if proved, furnishing reasons insufficient for 
his purpose, and indecent in any public proceedings. 
That the said Hastings did cause the said SU111S of 
llloncy to be rigorously exacted, although no such 
regular battalions as he pretended to establish, as a 
eolor for his demand on the H,ajah, were thcn raised, 
or any steps taken to,vards raising them; and \vhcn 
the said Rajah pleaded his inability to pay the whole 
sum at once, he, the said Hastings, persevering in his 
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said outrageous and violent demeanor, did order the 
Resident to wait on the Rajah forthwith, and "de- 
mand of hhn in person, and by ,vritillg, the full pay- 
ment in specie to be made to hhn .within five days 
of such dCllU1Ud, and to declare to hin1, in the nan1e 
of this goverllluent, that his eyading or neglecting to 
accomplish the payment thereof .within that space of 
tÏlne should be decn1cd equivalent to an ab
olute l"e- 
fusal,. and in case of llon-coll1pliance \vith thi
 [the 
Resident's] delnand, we peren
ptoril!J enioin you to re- 
frain froni all furtlzer intercourse with hÚn ": the said 
Hastings appearing by all his proceedings to be more 
disposed to bring on a quarrel with the Prince of 
Benares, than to provide money for any public ser- 
VIce. 


IV. That the said demand was complied ,vith, and 
the whole thereof paid on the 10th of October that 
year. And the said Rajah did ,vrite to the said Hast- 
ings a letter, in order to n1Ïtigate and mollify hini, 
declaring to the said Hastings that his sole reliance 
"
as on hiln, "and that in every instance he depend- 
ed on his faith, religion, proillises, and actions." But 
he, the said Warren Hastings, as if the being ren1Ïnd- 
ed of his faith and pronlises ,,-ere an incentive to him 
to violate the san1e, although he had agreed that his 
delnand should not be dra,vn into precedent, and the 
paYluent of the fifty thou
and pounds aforesaid should 
continue only for one year, did, the very day after he 
had r
ceived the letter aforesaid, renew a dcnland of 
the same nature and on the san1e pretence, this year 
even less plausible than the fortner, of three battal- 
ions to be raised. The said Rajah, on being infonned 
of this requisition, did remind the said 'Yarren Hast- 
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ings that he engaged in the last year that but one 
payment should be made, and that he should not be 
called upon in future, and, pleading inaLility to dis- 
charge the new deInand, declared hÏ1nself in the fol- 
lowing words to the said "\Varren Hastings: "I am 

herefore hopeful you will be kindly pleased to ex- 
cuse me the five lacs no\v demanded, and that noth- 
ing Inay be delnanded of me beyond the amount ex- 
pressed in the pottah." 


v. That on the day after the receipt of this letter, 
that is, .on the 28th August, 1779, he, the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings, Inàde a reply to the said letter; and 
without any remark whatsoever on the allegation of . 
the Rajah, stating to hiln his engagenlent, that he, 
the said Rajah, should not be called upon in future, 
he says, "I now repeat Iny dellland, that you do, on 
the receipt of this, ,vithout evasion or delay, pay the 
five lac of rupees into the hands of 1\11'. Thomas 
Graham, ,vho has orders to receive it frolll you, anù, 
in case of your refusal, to sunlnlon the tw'o battal- 
ions of sepoys uuder the comlnand of l\lajor Calnac 
to Benares, that Ineasures nlay be taken to oblige you 
to a compliance; and in this case, the \vhole expense 
of the corps, from the time of its march, .will fall Oll 
you." 


VI. That the said Rajah did a second and third 
time represent to the said Warren Hastings that 
he had broke his promise, and the said Hastings did 
in no nlanner deny the same, but did, in contclnpt 
thereof, as ,veIl as of the original treaty bctwcclt 
the COlnpallY and the Rajah, order two battalions 
of troops to march into his territories, and in a 
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manner the most harsh, insulting, and despotic, as 
if to prnvoke that prince to SOlne act of resistance, did 
compel hill) to the paYlllent of the said second unjust 
deluand; and did extort also the SUll) of hvo thousand 
pounds, an pretence of the charge of the troops em- 
ployed to coerce hin1. 


'TIL That the third year, that is to say, in the 
year 1780, the same delnaud was, with the same men- 
aces, renewed, and did, as before, produce several 
hunlble ren10nstrances and submissive complaints, 
which the said Hastings did always treat as crimes 
and offences of the highest order; and although in 
the regular subsidy or tribute, which was monthly 
payable by treaty, fifty days of grace were allowed on 
each paYlnent, and after the expiration of the said 
fifty days one quarter per cent only was provided as 
a penalty, he, the said Warrell Hastings, on some 
short delay of paYlne"t of his third arbitrary and 
illegal deluand, did 'presullle of his own authority to 
impose a fine or nutlet of ten thousand pounds on the 
said R
jah; and though it does not appear whether 
or no the sanle was actually levied, the said threat 
was soon after followed by an order from the said 
Hastings for the luarch of troops into the country 
of Benares, as in the preceding year. 


'"TIlL That, these violent and insulting measures 
failing to provoke the Rajah, and he having paid up 
the whole delnalld. the said \\... arren Hastings, being 
resolved to drive hill1 to extl'cn1Ïties, did nlake on 
the said Rajah a sudden deuHllld, over and above the 
ordinary triuute or subf'idy of 260,000l. per annum, 
and oyer and above the 50,000l. extraordinary, to 
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provide a body of cavalry for the service of the Ben- 
gal goverlllllent. 


IX. The dell1and, as expressed in the !Iinute of 
Consultation, and in the public instructions of the 
board to the Resident to Inake the requisition, is 
" for such part of the cavalry entertained ill his ser- 
vice as he can spare"; and the de1l1alld is in this and 
in no other manner described by the Governor- Gen- 
eral and Council in their letter to the Court of Direc- 
iors. nut in a Narrative of the said 'Yarren IIast. 
iugs's, addressed to Edward 'Vheler, Esquire, it ap- 
pears, that, upon the Rajah's Inakillg difficulties, ac- 
cording to the represen tation of the said Hastings, 
relative to the baid requisition, the correspondence 
concerning which the said IIastings hath fraudulent- 
ly suppressed, he, the said IIastings, instead of adher- 
ing to the requisition of such cavalry a
 tlte Rajah 
could spa.re, and which ,vas all that by the order of 
Council he ,vas authorized to lllake, did, of his own 
private and arbitrary authority, in SOI11e letter which 
he hath suppressed, instruct the Resident, :hlarkhall1, 
to nlake a per p l11ptory delnand for t\VO thousand cav- 
alry, ,vhich he ,vell knew to be 1110re than the Rajah's 
finances could support, estilnating the provision for 
the same at 96,000l. a year at the lowest, though the 
expense of the salllC \vould probaLly hav
 Lecn lunch 
1nore: ,vhich extravagant delnand the said Hastings 
could only have Inade ill hopes uf proyokiug the l
a- 
jaIl to sonle inlprudent 111CaSnl'C or passionate rell10n- 
strance. And this arbitrary demand of cavalry wa
 
made, and perelnptol'ily insisted on, although in the 
original treaty with the said Rajah it was left entirely 
optionul whether or not he should keep up any cav- 
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aIry at all, and in the )Iillute of Consultation it was 
expressly mentioned to be thus optionaL and that for 
whatsoever cavalry he, the said Rajah, should fur- 
nish, he should be paid fifteen rupees per n10ut11 for 
each private, and so in proportion for officers: yet 
the delnand aforesaid was made ,vithout any offer 
whatsoever of providing the said payment according 
to treaty. 


x. 'rhat the said Hastings did 
oon after, but 
upon ,,-hat grounds does not appear by any 
Iinute 
of Council, or fron1 any correspondence contained in 
his X Lll'rati\'e, reduce the dClllancl to fifteen hundred, 
and afterwards to one thousand: by which he showed 
hilllself to be sensible of the extravagance of hi
 first 
requisition. 


XI. That, in consequence of these requisitions, as 
he asserts in his Narrative aforesaid, the Rajah" did 
offer t1VO hundred and fifty horse, but sent none." 
But the said Hastings doth not accompany his said 
Narrati.çe with any voucher or document whatever; 
and therefore the account gi,
en by the Rajah, and 
delivered to the said ".... arren Hastings hilnself, in- 
serted by the said Warren Hastings hÏlnself in his 
Narrative, and in no part thereof attelnpted to be im- 
peached, is more worthy of credit: that is to say, - 
"'Yïth re
pect to the horse, you desired 111e in 
your letter to infonn you of what nUlnber I could af- 
ford to station ,vith you. I sent you a particular ac- 
count of all that were in lllY seryice, alnoullting to 
one thousand three hundred horse, of ,vhich several 
'were stationed at distant places; but I received no 
answer to this. )11'. )Iarkhaln delivered DIe an order 
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to prepare a thousand horse. In compliance with 
your wishes I collected five hundred borse, and a sub- 
stitute for the reillaindcr, five hundred burkundasses 
[matchlock-l1len], of \vhich I sent you information; 
and I told 
Ir. 
Iarkhan1 that they were ready to go 
to .whatever place they should be sent. No answcr, 
however, came frolll you on this head, and I remaincd 
astonished at the cause of it. Repeatedly I asked 
J\fr. l[arkhanl about an answer to IllY letter about 
the horse; but he told me that he did not know the 
reason of no answer having been sent. I remained 
astonished. " 


XII. That the said Hastings is guilty of an high 
offence in not giving an answer to letters of such in1- 
portance, and in concealing the said letters from the 
Court of Directors, as well as nluch of his correspond- 
ence with the Residents, - and more particularly in 
not directing to ,vhat place the cavalry and n1atch- 
lock-men aforesaid should be sent, when the H,ajah 
had declared they were ready to go to whatever ser.. 
vice should be destined for them, a
d afterwards in 
maliciously accusing the Rajah for not having sent 
the same. 


XIII. That, on the 3d of February, 1781, a new 
demand for the support of the three fictitious battal- 
ions of sepoys aforesaid ,vas Inade by the said \Var- 
ren Hastings; but whilst the Rajah was paying by Ìn- 
stahnents the said arbitrary dCllland, the said Rajah 
was alarmed with some intelligence of secret projects 
on foot for his ruin, and, being ,veIl apprised of the 
malicious aHd rev0ugeful telnper of the said IIastings, 
in onL
r to pacify hirn, if possible, offered to redeem 
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hinlself by a large ranSOlll, to the alnount of two hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterling, to be paid for the use 
of the COlnpany. And it appears that the said alarm 
was far froIll groundless; for ßIajor Pahner, one of 
the secret and confidential agents of the said Hast- 
ings, hath sworn, on the 4th of Decelnber, 1781, at the 
desire of the said Warren Hastings, before Sir Elijah 
Illlpey, to the foll01ving effect, that is to say: "That 
the said Warren Hastings had told hiln, the said 
Pahner, that he, the said Hastings, had rejected the 
offer of two hundred thousand pounds made by the 
Rajah of Benares for the public service, and that he 
,vas resol yed to convert the faults convnitted by the Ra- 
:jah into a public benefit, and would exac.t the StUll of 
five hundred thousand pounds, as a punislullent for 
his breach of engagelnellts with the governlnent of 
Bengal, and acts of misconduct in his zeu1illdary; and 
if the Rajah should absolutely refuse the deilland, that 
he would deprive him of his zemindary, or transfer the 
sovereignty thereof to the Nabob of Qude." 


XIV. Änd Mr. Änderson, in his declaration from 
Sindia's camp, of the 4th of January, 1782, did also, 
at the desire of 
Ir. Hastings, depose (though not on 
oath) concerning a conversation between hilll and 
the said Hastings (but lllelltioning neither the time 
nor place where the sallle was held); in which con- 
versation, after reciting the allegations of the said 
Hastings relative tQ several particulars of the delay 
and backwardness of the Rajah in payiÏ1g the afore- 
said extra delnand, and his resolution to exact from 
the Rajah" a considerable stun of Inoney to the relief 
of the Conlpany's exigencies," he proceeds in the fol- 
lowing words: "That, if he [the Rajah] consented, 
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you [the said Warren Hastings] were desirous of es- 
tablisldng his possessions on the most permanent and 
eligible footing,. but if he refused, you had it in your 
power to raise a large surn for the COlnpany by ac- 
cepting an offer which had been made for his districts 
by the Vizier." And the said Anderson, in the dec- 
laration aforesaid, made at the request of the said 
Hastings, and addressed to hirn, expressed hÍ1nself 
as follows: "That you told me you had COlnnlunicat- 
ed our designs to l\fr. 'Vheler [his only remaining 
collea.gue]; and I believe, but I do not positively 
recollect, you said he concurred in them." But 
no trace of any such cOlnmunication or concnrrence 
did, at the tÍlne referred to, or at any time ever af- 
tel', appear on the Consultations, as it ought to have 
done; and the said Hastings is criminal for having 
omitted to enter and record the proceeding. That 
t11e said 'Vheler did also declare, but a considerable 
time after the date of the conversations aforesaid, 
that, "on the eve of the Governor-General's depart- 
ure, the said Hastings had told him that the Rajah's 
offences (not stating what offences, he having paid 
up all the demands, ordinary and extraordinary) 
were declared to require early punisillnent; and as 
his uJealth was great, and the Company's exigencies 
pressÍ'ng, it was thought a measure of policy and of 
justice to exact from hirn a large pecuniary mulct 
for their relief. The sum to which the Governor de- 
clared his resolution to extend tþe fine was forty or 
fifty lacs; his ability to pay it ,vas stated as a fact 
that could not admit of a doubt; and the t,vo alter- 
natives on ,vhich the Governor declared hin1self to 
have resolved were, to the Lest of nlY rceollection, 
either a renloval from his zemindary entirely. or, h." 
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taking ÏI11mediate possession of all his forts, to obtain 
out of the treasure deposited in them the above sum 
for the C0111pany." 


XV. That in the declaration of the said Wheler 
the titue of the conyersation aforef'aid is stated to be 
on the eve of the Goyernor's departure, and then said 
to be confidential; nor is it said or insinuated that 
h(-' knew or ever heard thereof at a l110re early pe- 
riod, though it appears by 
Iajor Palmer's affidavit 
that the design of taking, not four or fh"e, but ahso- 
lutely five, ltundr
c1 thousand pounds frOIn the Rajah, 
.was coml11unicated to hitu as early as the l110nth of 
June. 
\.nd it does not appear by the declarations 
of the said ',heler he did eyer caf'ually or officially 
approve of the measure; .which long concealn1ent 
and late comn1unication, tin1e not being allowed to 
his colleague to consider the nature and consequences 
of such a project, or to ad vise any precaution con- 
cerning the saIne, is a high 111isden1eanor. 


XYI. That the said Hastings, having formed a 
resolution to execute one of the three violent and 
arbitrary resolutiollf' aforef'aid, -llalnely, to sell the 
COl11pany's sovereignty oyer Benares to the Nabob of 
Ouele, or to dispossess the Rajah of his territories, or 
to seize upon his forts. and to plunder then1 of the 
treaf'ure therein contained, to the an10unt of four or 
five hundred thousand pounds. - did reject the offcr 
of two hundred thousand poulld
, tendered by the 
said Rajah for his redelnption frol11 the injuries which 
h(' had discovered that the said Hastings had clan- 
destinely n1editated again
t hil}1, although the f\U111 
aforesaid ,vould have been a considera hIe and season- 
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able acquisition at that tilne: the said Hastings be- 
ing determined, at a critical period, to risk the exist- 
ence of the British elupire, rather than fail in the 
gratification of his revenge against the said Rajah. 


XVII. That the first of his three instituted prqi- 
ects, namely, the depriving the Rajah of his territo- 
ries, was by hiinself considered as a Ineasure likely 
to be productive of nlu
h odiunl to the British gov- 
ernment: he having declared, w'hatever opinions he 
might entertain of it
 justice, "that it would have 
an appearance of severity, and Il1igh.t furnish grounds 
unfavorable to the credit o.l our govern.ment, and to his 
own reputation, from the natural illfl uence which 
every act of rigor, exercised in the persons of men 
in elevated situations, is apt to inlpress on those "\vho 
are too renlote from the scene of action to judge, by 
any evidence of the facts thell1Selves, of their mo- 
tives or propriety." And the second attelnpt, the 
SUIll of Illoney which he aÏ1ned at hy attacking the 
fortresses of the Rajah, and plundering theill of the 
treasure supposed to be there secured, besides the ob- 
vious uncertainty of acquiring what was thus sought, 
would be liable to the saIne iinputations with the for- 
111er. Aud with regard to the third project, nanlely, 
the sale of the Company's sovereignty to the Nabob 
of Oude, and his having actually received proposals 
for the same, it was an high offence to the COlnpany, 
as presuming, without their authority or consent, to 
put up to sale their sovereign rights, and particularly 
to put them up to sale to that very person against 
whonl the independence of the said province had 
been deelared by the Governor-General and Council 
to be neces
al'Y. as a barrier for the security of the 
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other provinces, in case of a future rupture with him.. 
It was an heinous injury to the said Rajah to attempt 
to change his relation without his consent, especial- 
ly on account of the person to 'Wh0111 he was to be 
Dlade over for money, by reason of the known enmity 
subsisting between his fan1ily and that of the X abob, 
who was to be the purchaser; and it was a grievous 
outrage on the innocent inhabitants of the zell1Ïndary 
of Benares to propose putting theln under a person 
long before described by hÎ1uself to the Court of Di- 
rectors" to want the qualities of the head and heart 
requisite for hi
 station"; and a letter from the 
British Resident at Oude, transmitted to the said 
Court, represents him "to have wholly lost, by his 
opPl'e.ssions, the confidence and affections of his own: 
subjects"; and whose distresses, and the known dis- 
orders in his government, he, the said Hastings, did 
attribute solely to his own bad conduct and evil 
character; adnlitting also, in a letter written to Ed- 
ward \Vheler, E
quire, and transn1Îtted to the Court 
of Directors, " that many circumstances did favor sus- 
picion of his [the said Nabob's] fidelity to the Eng- 
li
h interest, the Nabob being sÙrrounded by 111cn 
base in their characters and improvident in their un- 
derstandings, his favorites, and his conlpanions of his 
looser hours. These had eyery cause to dread the 
effect of my influence on theirs; and both these, and 
the relations of the family, whose views of conse- 
quence and power were intercepted by our participa- 
tion in the adnlinistration of his affairs, entertained 
a mortal hatred to our nation, and openly avo\ved it." 
And the said Hastings ,vas well a ware, that, in. case 
the N aLob, by him described in the luanneI' aforesaid, 
· See Hastings's Letter. 
23 
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on making such purchase, should continue to observe 
the tern1S of his father's original coyenants and en- 
gageillents with the Rajah, and should pay the COln- 
pallY the only trihute which he could lawfully exact 
frolll the said Rajah, it was Ï1npossible that he could, 
for the nlcre naked and unprofitable rights of a sov- 
ereignty paraillount, a.fford to offer so great a Run1 as 
the Rajah did offer to the said I-Iastings for his re- 
del11ption frol11 oppression; such an acquisition to 
the N alJob (while he kept his faith) could not possi- 
bly be of any advantage whatever to hit11; and that 
therefore, if a great sum was to he paid Ly the Nabob 
of Qude, it ll1USt he for the purpose of oppression 
and violation of public faith, to be perpetrated in the 
person of the said N ahob, to an extent and in a 
manner ,vhich the said IIastings was then apprehen- 
sive he could not j nstify to the Court of Directors as 
his own personal act. 


P AR.T III. 


EXPULSION OF THE RAJAH OF BENARES. 


I. THAT the said \Varren Hastings, being resolveä 
on the ruin of the Rajah aforesaid, as a preliminary 
step thereto, did, against the express orders of the 
Court of Directors, ren10ve Francis Fowke, Esquire, 
the Company's Resident at the city of Rena1"es, with- 
out any complaint or pretence of con1plaint ,,,hatso- 
ever, but Ine1"ely on his own declaration that he Intlst 
have as a Resident at Benares a person of his own 
special and personal nomination and confidence, and 
not. a lllan of the COHlpany's nonlination,- and in 
the place of the said Prall cis Fowke, thus illegally 
divested uf llis office. (li() appoillt thereto another ::-01'- 
vant of the COlnpany of his own choice. 
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II. That, soon after he had relnoved the Compa- 
ny's Resident, he prepared for a journey to the upper 
provinces, and particularly to Benares, in order to 
execn te the wicked and perfidious designs by him be- 
fore n1editated and contrived: and although he did 
c01nn1unicate his purpose privately to such persons as 
he thought fit to intrust therewith, he did not enter 
anything on the Consultations to that purpose, or 
record the principles, real or pretended, on which he 
had resolved to act, nor did he state any guilt in the 
Rajah which he intended to punish, or charge him, 
the said Rajah, with entertaining any hostile inten- 
tions, the effects of which were to be prevented by any 
strong measure; but, on the contrary, he did indus- 
triously conceal his real de
igns froin the Court of 
Directors, and did fallaciously enter on the Consulta- 
tions a n1inute declaratory of purposes wholly different 
therefron1, and which supposed nothing more than an 
amicable adjusÌluent, founded on the treaties between 
the C0111pany and the Rajah, investing hin1self by his 
said minute with" full power and authority to form 
such arrangements with the Rajah of Benares for the 
better government and management of his zemindary, 
all d to perfor1u such acts for the in1provement of the 
interest which the Con1pany possesses in it, as he 
shall think fit and consonant to the 1nutual engage- 
'J1wnt.
 subsisting between the Company and the Ra- 
iah " ; and for this and other purposes he did in- 
vest himself with the ,vhole power of the Council, 
gh"ing to himself an authority as if his acts had been 
the acts of the Council itself: which, though a pow- 
er of a dangerous
 unwarrantable, and illegal extent, 
yet does plainly Í1uply the following li1llits, nall1ely, 
that the acts done s
lould be arranged 
()ith the Raiah, 
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that is, with his consent; and, secondly, that they 
should be consonant to the actual engagements be. 
tween the parties; and nothing appears in the min- 
ute conferring the said power, which did express or 
imply any authority for depriving the Rajah of his 
governlnent, or selling the sovereignty thereof to his 
hereditary enemy, or for the plunder of his fort-treas- 
ures. 


III. "rhat the said Warren Hastings, having fonned 
the plans aforesaid for the ruin of the Rajah, did set 
out on a journey to the city of Benares with a great 
train, but ,vith a very small force, not much exceed- 
ing six companies of regular black soldiers, to per- 
peb'ate SOlne of the unjust and violent acts by him 
meditated and resolved on; and the said Hastings 
was lnet, according to the usage of distinguished per- 
sons in that country, by the Rajah of Benares with a 
very great attendance, both in boats and on shore, 
which attendance he did apparently intend as a mark 
of honor and observance to the place and person of 
the said I-Iastings, but which the said Hastings did 
afterwards groundlessly and maliciously represent as 
an indication of a design upon his life; and the said 
Rajah calne into the pinnace in which the said Hast- 
ings was carried, and in a lowly and suppliant nlan- 
ner, alone, and without .any guard or attendance 
whatsoever, entreated his favor; and being received 
with great sternness and arrogance, he did put his 
turban in the lap of the said Hastings, thereby signi- 
fying that he abandoned his life and fortune to his 
disposal, and then departed, the said Hastings not ap- 
prehending, nor having any reason to apprehend, allY 
violence whatsoever to his person. 
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IV. That the said Hastings, in the utn10st security 
and freedom froin apprehension, did pursue his jour- 
ney, and did arrive at the city of Benal'es on the 14th 
of August, 1781, son1e hours before the Rajah, who, 
soon after his arrival, intended to pay hÜn a visit of 
honor and respect at his quarters, bu
 ,vas by the said 
Hastings rudely and insolently forbid, until he should 
receive his permission. And the said Hastings, al- 
though he had previously determined on the ruin of 
the said Rajah, in order to afford some color of regu- 
larity and justice to his proceedings, did, on the day 
after his arrival, that is, on the 15th day of ..l.ugust, 
1781, send to the Rajah a charge in wTiting, which, 
though informal and irregular, n1ay be reduced to four 
articles, two general, and two Inore particular: the 
first of the general being,." That he [the Rajah] had, 
by the means of his secret agents, endeavored to excite 
disorders in the government on which he depended" ; 
the second, " That he had suffered the daily perpetra- 
tion of robberies and murders, even in the streets of 
Benares, to the great and public scandal of the Eng- 
lish name." 


V. That it appears that the. said Warren Hastings 
is guilty of an high offence, contrary to the fundan1en- 
tal principles of justice, in the said mode of charging 
misdemeanors, without aI.IY specification of person or 
place or time or act, or any offer of specification or 
proofs by which the party charged may be enabled 
to refute the same, in order to unjustly load his repu- 
tation, and to prejudice him with regard to the arti- 
cles more clearly specified. 


VI. That the two specified articles relate to cer- 
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tain delays: the first, with regard to the payment of 
the sums of money unjustly extorted as aforesaid; 
and the second, the nOll-colnpliance with a requisition 
of cavalry, - which 'non-co111pliance the said Hast- 
ings (even if the said charges had been founded) did 
falsely, and in contradiction to all law, affirm and 
maintain (in his accusation against the Rajah, and 
addressing hÎ1nself to hiln) "to al110unt to a direct 
charge of dÜ;affcction and infidelity to the governlllent 
on 'which you depend": and further proceeded as 
follows: "I therefore judged it proper to state thenl 
[the said charges] thus fully to you in writing, and to 
require your answer; find this I expect irnuwdiately." 
rrhat the said Hastings, stating his pretended facts to 
amount to a charge of the nature (as he would have 
it understood) of high trea
on, and therefore calling 
for an immediate answer, did wilfully act against the 
rules of natural justice, which requires that a conven- 
ient tinle should ue given to answer, proportioned to 
the greatness of the offence alleged, and the heavy 
penalties which attend it; and \vhen he did arrogate 
to himself a right both to charge and to judge in his 
own person, he ought to have allowed the Rajah full 
opportunity for conferring 'with his nlÎnisters, his doc- 
tors of law, and his accountants, 011 the facts charged, 
and on the crilnillality inferred in the said accusation 
of disloyalty and disaffection, or offcnces of that qual- 
ity. 


VII. That the said Rajah did, under the pres
ure 
of the disadvantages aforesaid, deliver in, upon the 
very evening of the day of the charge, a. full, cOluplete, 
and specific answer to the two articles therein speci- 
fied; and did allege and offer proof that the whole of 
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the extraordinary demands of the said Hastings had 
been actually long before paid and discharged; and 
did state a proper defence with regard to the cavalry, 
even supposing hÏ111 bound (when he was not bound) 
to furni
h any. ...\.nd the said Rajah did Blake a di- 
rect denial of the truth of the two general articles, and 
did explain hitnself on the saIne in as satisfactory a 
manner and as fully as their nature could pertuit, of- 
fering to enter into inullediate trial of the points in 
issue uetween him and the said IIastings, in the re- 
l11arkable words following. " )Iy enenlies, w'ith a view 
to my ruin, have made false representations to you. 
:Kow that, happily for me, you have yourself arrived 
at this place, you will be able to ascertain 311 the cir- 
cumstances: first, relative to the horse; secondly, to 
my people going to Calcutta; and thirdly, the dates 
oftlle receipts of the particular sunlS aboT"e Inentioned. 
You will then know whether I have annlsed you with 
a false representation, or made a just report to you." 
And in the 
aid answer the said Rajah cOlllplained, 
but in the 1110St modest ternls, of an injury to him of 
the nlost dangerous and crinlillal nature in transac- 
tions of such 1110111ent, naillely, his not receiving any 
answer to his letters and petitions, and concluded in 
the following words. "I have never swerved in the 
smallest degree from ll1Y duty to you. It rell1ains 
'with you to decide on all these matters. I alll in 
every case your slave. What is just I have repre- 
sented to you. )Iay your prosperity increase!" 


VIII. That the said Warren Hastings was bound 
by the essential principles of natural justice to attend 
to the clainl nlade by the Rajah to a fair al.ld inlpar- 
tial trial and inquiry into the nlatter of accusation 



360 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


brought against hin1 by the said IIastings, at a time 
and place which furnished all proper 111aterials 'and the 
presence of all necessary witnesses; but the said Hast- 
ings, instead of instituting the said inquiry and grant- 
ing trial, did receive an hU1l1ble request for justice 
from a great prince as a fresh offence, and as a per- 
sonal insult to hÏ1l1self, and did conceive a violent pas- 
sion of anger and a strong resentn1ent thereat, declar- 
ing that he did con
ider the said answer as not only 
un
atisfactory in substance, but offensive in style. 
" This answer you will perceive to be not only unsat- 
isfactory in substance, but offensive in style, and less 
a vindication of hill1self than a recrin1ination on me. 
It expresses no concern for the causes of complaint 
contained in my letter, or desire to atone for tholn, 
nor the smallest intention to pursue a different line 
of conduct. .r\n answer couched nearly in ter1ns of 
defiance to requisitions of so serious a nature I could 
not but consider as a strong indication of that spirit oj' 
independency which the Rajah has for some years past 
assull1ed, and of which indeed I had early observed 
other 111anifest sYlnptoms, both before and frol11 the 
instant of my arrival." 'Vhich representation is al- 
together and in all parts thereof groundless and inju- 
rious; as the substance of the answer is a justification 
proper to be pleaded, and the style, if in anything 
exceptionable, it is in its extrelne humility, re
ultillg 
rather fron1 an unmanly and abject spirit than froIH 
anything of an offensive liberty; but being received 
as disrespectful by the said IIastings, it abundantly 
indicates the tyrannical arrogance of the said flast- 
ings, and the depression into which the natives are 
sunk under the British goverUlnent. 



AG AIXST \V ARRE
 HASTIXGS. 


361 


IX. That the said Warren Hastings, pretending 
to have been much alarmed at the offensive language 
of the said Rajah's defence, and at certain appearances 
of independency which he had observed, not only on 
fonner occasions, uut since his arrival at Benares, 
(\\
here he had been but little mOl
e than one day,) 
and "rhich appearances he never has specified in any 
one instance, did a
sert that he conceived himself in- 
dispensably obliged to adopt some decisive plan; and 
without any further inquiry or consultation (,vhich 
appears) \\?ith any person, did, at ten o'clock of the 
very night on ","hich he received the before-nlentioned 
full and sati
factory as well as subn1Ïssive answer, 
send an order to the British Resident (then being a 
public n1inister representing the British government 
at the court of the f:aid Rajah, and as such bound 
by the law of nations to respect the prince at whose 
court he was Resident, and not to attelnpt anything 
against his person or state, and who ought not, there- 
fore, to ha\
e been chosen by the said Hastings; and 
conlpelled to serve in that hnsiness) that he should 
on the next lllorning arrest the said prince in his pal- 
ace, and keep hilu in his custody until further orders; 
which said order Leing conceived in the n10st peremp- 
tory tenus, the Rajah "was put under arrest, with a 
guard of about thirty orderly sepoys, with their swords 
drawIi; and the particulars thereof were reported to 
hilU as follo\vs. 


"HoXORABLE SIR, - I this morning, in obedience 
to your orders of last night, proceeded with a few of 
DlY orderlie
, accolupanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to 
Shewalla Ghau t, the present residence of Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, and acquainted hin1 it was your pleasure he 


\. 
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should consider hin1self in arrest; that he should or.. 
del' his people to behave in a quiet and orderly luan- 
ner, for that any atteulpt to rescue hÙn would be at- 
tended 1.vith his own dl'st1'l.wtion. The Rajah subrnit- 
ted quietly to the arrest, and assured 111e, that, what- 
ever ,vere your orders, he 'was ready iInplicitly to 
obey; he hoped that you would allo,v hiIn a subsist- 
ence, but as for his zemindary, ltis forts, and his treas- 
ure, lw 1.vas ready to lay then
 at your feet, and his life, 
if reqnired. He expressed hiu1self lunch hurt at the 
ignonliny which he affirmed lnust be the consequence 
of his confinen1ent, and entreated l11e to return to you 
with the foregoing subluission, hoping that you would 
luake allowances for his youth and inexperience, and 
in consideration of his father's nalne release hiIn frol11 
his confinen1en t, as soon as he should prove the sincer- 
ity of his offers, and hiulself deserving of your COIll- 
passion and forgiveness." 


x. That a further order was given, that every ser- 
vant of the Rajah's should he disarnled, and a certain 
number only left to attend him under a strict ,vatch. 
In a quarter of an hour after this conversation, two 
cOlupallies of grenadier sepoys were sent to the Ra- 
jah's palace by the said Hastings; and the Rajah, 
being disInayed by thi
 unexpected and unprovoked 
treatInent, ,vl'ote two short letters or petitions to the 
said Hastings, under the greatest apparent dejection 
at the outrage and di
honor he had suffered in the 
eyes of his subjects, (all Ï1nprisonlnmlt of persons of 
rank being held in that country as a 111ark of indeli- 
ble infanlY, and he also, in all probability, considering 
his ÎInprisolunellt as a prelude to the taking away his 
life,) and in the first of the said petitions he did ex- 
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press hiinself in this n1anner: ,,"Thatever n1ay be 
your pleasure, do it ,vith your own hands; I alll your 
- slave. 'Vhat occasion can there be for a guard? " 
And in the other: ")Iy honor .was hes.to,ved upon 
me by your Highness. It depends on you alone to 
take away or not to take away the 
ountry out of n1Y 
hands. In case n1Y honor is not left to 111e, how 
shall I be equal to the business of the governinent? 
"""hoever, with his hands in a supplicating posture, 
is reaùy with his life and property, what necessity 
can there be for him to be dealt with in this way? " 


XI. That, according to the said Hastings's narra- 
tive of this transaction, he, the said Hastings, on ac- 
count of the apparent despondency in which these 
letters ,vere written, "thought it necessary to give 
hi1l1 some encouragement," and therefore wrote him 
a note of a few lines, carele
sly and haughtily ex- 
pressed, and Ii tde calculated to relieve hin1 froin his 
uneasiness, prolnising to send to hitn a person to ex- 
plain particulars, and desiring hÌ1n " to set his mind 
at rest, and not to conceive any terror or apprehen- 
sion." To \vhich an answer of great lllunility and 
dejection was received. 


XII. That the report of the Rajah's arrest did 
cause a great alar1l1 ill the city, in the suburbs of 
which the Rajah's palace is situated, and in the ad- 
jacent country. The people were filled with dismay 
and anger at the outrage' and indignity offered to a 
prince under whose govern1l1ent they enjoyed luuch 
ease and happiness. Under these circUll1stallces the 
Rajah desired leave to perforlll his ablutions; which 
,vas refused, unless he sent for water, and performed 
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that ceremony on the spot. This he did. And soon 
after SOl11e of the people, who no'v began to surround 
the palace in considerable nl.unbers, attempting to 
force their way into the palace, a British officer, com- 
manding the guard upon the Rajah, struck one of 
them with his sword. The people grew l110re and 
more irritated; but a message being sent frol11 the 
Rajah to appease thel11, they continued, on this inter- 
position, for a while quiet. Then the Rajah retired 
to a sort of stone pavilion, or bastion, to perfol'n1 his 
devotions, the guard of sepoys attending him in this 
act of religion. In the mean time a person of the 
111eanest station, called a ch'ltbdar, at best answering 
to our comn10n beadle or tipstaff, was sent with a 
message (of ,vhat nature does not appear) from Mr. 
Hastings, or the Resident, to the prince under ar- 
rest: and this base person, without regard to the 
rank of the prisoner, or to his ihen occupation, ad- 
dre
sed him in a rude, boisterous n1anner, " passion- 
ately and insultingly," (as the said Rajah has with- 
out contradiction asserted,) " and, reviling him .with 
a loud voice, gave both him and his people the vilest 
abuse"; and the manner and matter being observa- 
ble and audible to the multitude, divided only by an 
open stone lattice from the scene within, a firing 
con1menced from without the palace; on which the 
Rajah again interposed, and did what in him lay to 
suppress the tUlnult, until, an English officer striking 
hin1 with a s,vord, and wouuding hin1 on the hand, 
the people no longer kept any' n1easures, but broke 
through the inclosure of the palace. The insolent 
tipstaff was first cut down, and the 111ultitude falling 
upon the sepoys and the English officers, the ,vhole, 
or nearly the wholo, ,vere cut to picces: the soldie's 
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naving been ordered to that service without any 
charges for their pieces. .Ånd in this tumult, the Ra- 
jah; being justly fearful of falling into the hands of 
the said Hastings, did make his escape over the walls 
of his palace, by n1eans of a rope forn1ed of his turban 
tied together, into a boat upon the river, and froln 
thence into a place of security; abandoning lnany of 
his fainily to the discretion of the said Hastings, who 
did cause the said palace to be occupied by a con1pa- 
p.y of soldiers after the flight of the Rajah. 


XIII. That the Rajah, as soon as he had arrived 
at a place of refuge, did, on the very day of his flight, 
send a suppliant letter to the said Hastings, filled 
"tith expressions of concern (affirn1ed by the said 
Hastings to be slight expressions) for .,vhat had hap- 
pened, and professions (said by the said Hastings 
to be indefinite and unapplied) of fidelity: but the 
said Warren Hastings, though bound by his duty to 
hear the said Rajah, and to prevent extren1ities, if 
possible, being filled with insolence and malice, did 
not think it " beconzing of hinl to make any reply to 
it; and that he thought he ordered the bearer of the 
letter. to be told that it 'required none." 


XIV. That this letter of submission having been 
received, the said Rajah, not discouraged or provoked 
fronl using every atten1pt towards peace and recon- 
ciliation, did again apply, on the very lllorning fol- 
lowing, to Richard Johnson, Esquire, for his interpo- 
sition, but to no purpose; and did likewise, with as 
little effect, send a message to Cantoo Baboo, natiye 
ste,vard and confidential agent of the said Hastings, 
which ,vas afterwards reduced into writing, "to ex- 
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culpate himself froIn any concern in what had passed, 
and to profess his obedience to his will [Hastings's] 
in whatever way he should dictate." But the said 
Hastings, for several false and contradictory reasons 
by hÎ1n a
signed, did not take any advantage of the 
said opening, attributing the saIne to artifice in order 
to gain tin1e; but instead of accepting the said sub- 
missions, he did resolve upon flight froIn the city of 
Benares, and did suddenly fly therefrom in great con- 
fusion. 


XV. That the said Hastings did persevere in his 
resolutions not to listen to any subll1ission or offer of 
accollllnodation whatsoever, though several were after- 
wards ll1ade through almost every person ,vho n1Ïght 
be supposed to have influence ,vith hhn, but did cause 
the Rajah's troops to be attacked and fallen npon, 
though they only acted on the defensive, (as the Ra- 
jah has without contradiction asserted,) and thereby, 
and by his preceding refusal of propositions of the 
same nature, and by other his perfidious, unjust, 
and tyrannical acts by hi III perpetrated and done, 
and by his total in1providence in not taking anyone 
rational security ,vhatsoever against the ineyitable 
conseqnences of those acts, did make hiInself guilty 
of all the lllutual slaughter and devastation ,vhich 
ensued, as well as, in his opinion, of the ÏIuInillent 
danger of the total subversion of the British p(HVer in 
India Ly the risk of his own person, which he asserts 
that it did run, - as also "that it .ought not to be 
thought that he attributed too luuch conseqnence to 
his personal safety, ,vhen he supposed tlte fate of the 
British ernpire in India connected witlt it, and that, 
mean as its substance may be, its accidental qualities 
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were equivalent to those which, like the characters 
of a talislnan in the Arabian Inytholog)-r, fOrIned the 
essence of the state itself, representation, title, and the 
t!stÍ1nate of the public opinion; that, had he fallen, 
such a stroke ,vonld Le universallv considered as de. 
01 
cisiye of the national fate; e,yery st
te round it ,vonld 
have started into arms against it, and every ðubJect of 
it.
 Olen duulÍ1lion 'll'ollld, according to their set'eral abili- 
tíeð, have beC01ne its enemy": and that he knew al;d has 
declared, that, though the 
aid stroke was not struck, 
that great convulsions did actually ensue frolll his pro- 
ceedings, "that half the pro,yince of Oude ,vas in a 
state of as conlplete rebellion as that of Benares," and 
that Ï1H y asions, ÌlllllUltS, and insurrections were occa- 
sioned thereby in various other parts. 


X'
I. 'fhat the said 'Varren Hastings, after he had 
collected his forces froln all parts, did, with little dif- 
ficulty or bloodshed, subsequent to that tÏ1ne, on the 
part of his troops, and in a few days, entirely reduce 
the s3id province of Bellares; and did, after the said 
short and little resisted hostility, in cold blood, issue 
an order for burning a certain town, in which he ac- 
cused the people at large of having killed, "upon 
wl13t provocation he knows not," certain ,vollnded 
sepoys, who ,yere prisoners: which order, being gener- 
ally given, when it was his duty to have lllade sonle 
inquiry concerning the particular offenders, but which 
he did neyer lllake, or cau
e to be Inade, was cruel, 
illhulllan, and tended to the destruction of the re,ye- 
Hues of the COlnpallY; and that this, and other acts 
of de,"astation, did cause the loss of two 1110nths of 
the collections. 
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XVII. That the 
aid 'Varren IIastings did not on.. 
ly refuse the sublni
sions of the said Rajah, which 
were frequently repeated through various persons 
after he had left Benares, and even after the defeat 
of certain of the COlllpany's forces, but did pro::,cribe 
and except hilll froln the pardons ,vhich he issued 
after he had satisfied his vengeance on the province 
of Benares. 


XVIII. That the said Warrell Hastings did seud 
to a certain castle, called TIidzigur, the residence of 
a person of high rank, called Pallua, the u10ther of 
the Rajah of Benares, with wholn his váfe, a WOlnan 
descriLed Ly the said Hastings" to be of an alniaLle 
character," and all the other 'VOlnen of the Rajah's 
falnily, and the survivors of the faluily of his father, 
Bul want Sing, did then reside, a body of troops to 
dispossess thelll of her said residence, aud to seize 
upon her Inoney and effects, although she did not 
stand, even by hilllself, accused of any offence what- 
soever, - pretending, but not proying, and not at- 
te1I1pting to prove, then nor since, that the treasures 
therein contained were the property of the Rajah, 
and not her own; and did, in order to stinnIlate the 
British soldiery to rapine and outrage, issue to them 
several barbarous orders, contrary to the practice of 
civilized nations, relative to their property, 1110vaLle 
and im1110vable, attended ,vith UIHvorthy and unbe- 
conting menaces, highly offensive to the 111anners of 
the East aud the particular respect there paid to the 
female sex, - .which letters and orders, as well as the 
letters .which lie had received froln the officers con- 
cerned, the said Hastings did unlawfully suppress, 
until forced by the disputes between hiln and the said 
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officers to discover the saIne: and the said orders are 
as follo,v. 
" I an1 this instant favored with yours of yesterday. 

Iine of the san1e date [22d October, 1781] ha
 be- 
fore this time acquainted you with 111Y resolutions 
and sentilllents respecting the Rannee [the lllother 
of the Rajah Cheyt Sing]. I think c,rery dell1and she 
has n1ade to you, except that of safety and respect for 
her person, is unreasonable. If the reports brought 
to me are true, your reJecting Iter offer8, or auy nego- 
tiations witlt lier, would soon obtain you possession of 
the fort upon your own tern1S. I apprehend that sha 
will contrive to defraud tlte captors of a considerablø 
part of the booty by being 8uffered to retire 'without 
examination. But this .is your cOìlBideration, and not 
'ìl1;ine. I should be very sorry that your officers and sol- 
diers lost AiV"Y PART of the reward to 'll'ltÍclt they 
are so UJell entitled
. but I cannot n1ake any objection, 
as you Inust be the best judge of the expediency of the 
pro'ì1lÍsed indulgence to the Rannee. 'Yhat YOli have 
engaged for I will certainly ratify; but as to pern1Ït- 
ting the Ranllee to hold the purgunnah of Hurluk, 
or any other in the zen1indary, ,vithout being subject to 
the authority of the zen1Ïndar, or any lands whatever,. 
or indeed 'ìnaking any conditions with her for a provis- 
ion, I will never consent to it." And in another letter 
to the S
lllle persoll, dated Benares, 3d of Noven1ber, 
1781, in ,vhich he, the said Hastings, consents that 
the said WOlnan of distinction should be allowed to 
evacuate the place and to receive protection, he did 
express hin1self as follows. "I am willing to grant 
her now the same conditions to which I at first COll- 
sented, provided that she deliyers into your posses- 
sion, within twenty-four hours from the tin1e of re-- 
VOL. VIII. 24 
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ceiving your message, the fort of Bidzigur, with tho 
treasure and effects lodged therein by Cheyt ;Sing or 
any of his adherents, with the reserve only, as above 
ll1entioned, of such articles as you ð7zall think necessa- 
ry to hel" ðex and cUllditl
on, or as you shall be disposed 
if yourself to hlllulge Iter 'with. If she cOll1plies, as I 
expect she will, it will be your part to 
ecure the fort 
and the property it contains for tlte benefit of your- 
self and detachl1wnt. I have only further to request 
that you will grant an escort, if Panna should re- 
quire it, to conduct her here, or ,vherever she 111ay 
choose to retire to. But should she refuse to exe- 
cute the prolnise she has made, or delay it beyond the 
term of twenty-fou'r hours, it is my positive injunction 
that you inunediately put a stop to any further inter- 
course or negotiation with her, and on 110 pretext re- 
new it. If she disappoints or tr
fles with 111e, after I 
have suhjected IUY d Han to the dit'grace of returning 
ineffGctually, and of course 111YS
lf to discredit, I shall 
consider it as a 'wanton qffront and indignity 'l{'ldelt I 
can never forgive, nor ,vill I grant her any conditions 
,vhatever, hut leaye her exposed to those dangers 
which she has chosen to risk rather than trust to the 
clelnency and generosity of onr government. 1 think 
she cannot be ignorant of these consequences, and will 
not ventu1"e to incur then

. and it is for this reason I 
place a dependence on her offers, and have consented 
to send Iny duan to her." 


XIX. That the castle aforesaid being surrendered 
upon terms of Þafety, and on express condition of not 
atteluptillg to search their persons, the woman of rank 
aforesaid, her felllale relations and felnale dependants, 
to the nluuber of three hundred, Lesides children, 
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evacuated the said castle; but the spirit of rapacity 
being excited by the letters and other proceedings 
of the said Hastings, the capitulation was shamefully 
and outrageously broken, and, in despite of the en- 
deavors of the commanding officer, the said won1an ùf 
high condition, and her feillale dependants, friends, 
and servants, were plundered of the effects they car- 
ried with them, and which were reserved to them in 
the capitulation of their fortress, and in their persons 
were otherwise rudely and inhumanly dealt with by 
the licentious follo\vers of the camp: for which out- 
rages, represented to the said Hastings with great 
concern by the conunanding officer, l\Iajor Popham, 
he, the said Hastings, did afterwards reconunend a 
late and fruitless redress. 


xx. That the Governor-General, Warren Hast- 
ings, in exciting the hopes of the n1ilitary by de- 
claring them u'ell entitled to tlte plunder of the fort- 
ress aforesaid, the residence of the Illother and other 
women of the Rajah of Benares, and by wishing the 
troops to secure the same for their own benefit, did 
advise and act in direct contradiction to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, and to his own opinion of 
his public duty, as well as to the truth and reality 
thereof, - he having some years before entered in 
writing the declaration which follows. 
" The very idea of p1'ize-rnoney suggests to my re- 
n1embrance tlte forme}. diðorders l.l'lticlt arose in our 
army from tltis source, an(l !tad almost proved fatal to 
it. Of this circumstance you must be sufficiently 
apprised, and of the necessity for discouraging e"ery 
expectation of this kind alnongst the troops. It ix to 
be avoided like poison. The bad effects of a sin1Ïlar 
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measure were but too plainly felt in a former period, 
and our honorable masters did not fail on that occa- 
sion to reprobate with their censure, in the most se- 
vere tenns, a practice which they regarded as the 
source of infinite evils, and which, if established, 
would in their judgment necessarily bring corruption 
and ruin on their army." 


XXI. That the said Hastings, after he had given 
the license aforesaid, and that in consequence there- 
of the booty found in the castle, to the alnouIlt of 
23,27,813 current rupees, ,vas distributed among the 
soldiers en1ployed in its reduction, the said Hastings 
did retract his declaration of right, and his perinis- 
sion to the soldiers to appropriate to themselves the 
plunder, and endeavored, by various devices and ar- 
tifices, to explain the same away, and to recover the 
spoil aforesaid for the use of the Company; and 
wholly failing in his attempts to resume by a breach 
of faith with the soldiers what he had unla,vfully dis- 
posed of by a breach of duty to his constitu
nts, he 
attell1pted to obtain the saIne as a loan, in which at- 
tempt he also failed; and the aforesaid money being 
the only part of the treasures belonging to the Rajah, 
or any of his family, that had been found, he was 
altogether frustrated in the acquisition of every part 
of that dishonorable object ,vhich alone he pretended 
to, and pursued through a long series of acts of in- 
justice, inhumanity, oppression, violence, and blood- 
shed, at the hazard of his person and reputation, and, 
iu his own opiniol!, at the risk of the total subversion 
of the British empire. 


XXII. That the said Warren Hastings, after the 
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commission of the offences aforesaid, being well aware 
that he should be called to an account for the same, 
did, by the evil counsel and agency of Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, Knight, his 
Iajesty's chief-justice, who was then 
out of the liInits of his jurisdiction, cause to be taken 
at Benares, before or by the said Sir Elijah Impey, 
and through the interv'ention, not of the Cornpany's 
interpreter, but of a certain private interpreter of 
his, the said Hastings's, own appointn1ellt, and a de- 
pendant on hin1, called }Iajor Davy, several declara- 
tions and depositions by natives of Hindostan, - and 
did also cause to be taken before the said Sir Elijah 
Impey several attestations in English, n1ade by Brit- 
ish' subjects, and which were afterwards transll1Ïtted 
to Calcutta, and laid before the Council-General,- 
some of which depositions were upon oath, some 
upon honor, and others neither upon oath nor honor, 
but all or most of which were of an irregular and ir- 
releyant nature, and not fit or decent to be taken by 
a British magistrate, or to be transmitted to a British 
governmen t. 


XXIII. That one of the said attestations (but 110t 
on oath) was made by a principal minister of the 
Nabob of .Oude, to whom the said Hastings had sonle 
time before proposed to sell the sovereignty of that 
very territory of Benares; and that one other attesta- 
tion (not upon oath) was made by a native wonlan of 
distinction, ,vhose son he, the said Hastings, did actu- 
ally pronlote to the government of Benares, vacated 
by the unjust expulsion of the Rajah aforesaid, and 
'who in her deposition did declare that she considered 
the expelled Rajah as her enemy, and that he never 
did confer with her, or suffer her to be acquainted 
with any of his designs. 
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XXIV. That, besides the depositions of persons in- 
terested in the ruin of the Rajah, others were Inade 
by persons who then received pensions froln hiln, the 
said Ha
tings; and several of the affida vi ts were 
made by persons of Inean condition, and so wholly 
illiterate as 110t to be able to write their nan1es. 


XXV. That he, the said Hastings, did also cause 
to be examined by various proofs and essays, the re- 
sult of which was delivered in upon honor, the qual- 
ity of certain n1ilitary stores taken by the British 
troops from the said Rajah of Benares; and upon the 
report that the salne were of a good quality, and exe- 
cuted by p(:}rson
 conversant ill the Inaking of good 
nlÌlitary stores, although the cannon \vas stated by the 
saIne authority to be bad, he, the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings, froln the report aforesaid, did lnaliciously, and 
contrary to the principles of natural and legal reason, 
infer that the insurrection which had been raised by 
his own violence and oppression, and rendered for a 
thne successful by his own improvidence, was the 
consequence of a premeditated design to overturn the 
British en1pire ill India, and to exterminate there- 
from the British nation; which design, if i
 had been 
true, the said Hastings might have knowll, or ration- 
ally conjectured, and ought to have provided agaill
t. 
And if the said Hastings had received any credible 
information of such design, it was his duty to lay the 
saU1e before the Council Board, and to state the sanle 
to the Rajah, when he "ras in a condition to have 
given an answer thereto or to observe thereon, and 
not, after he had proscribed and driven him froln his 
dOlninions, to have inquired into offences to justify 
the previous infliction of punishnlellt. 
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XXVI. That it does not appear, that, in taking 
the said depositions, there ,vas any person present on 
the part of the Rajah to ohject to the con1petence or 
credibility or relevancy of any of the said affidavits 
or other attestations, or to account, otherwise than as 
the said deponents did account, for any of the facts 
therein stated; nor were any copies thereof sent to 
the said Rajah, although the Company had a min- 
ister at the place of his residence, narnely, in the 
camp of the )Iahratta chief Silldia, so as to enable 
him to transmit to the C0111pany any nlatters which 
might induce or enable thel11 to do justice to the in- 
jured prince aforesaid. Ãnd it does not appear that 
the said Hastings has ever produced any \vitness, let- 
ter, or other docunlent, tending to prove that the 
said Rajah ev'er did carryon any hostile negotiation 
whatever with any of those powers with who1n he was 
charged with a conspiracy against the COIl1pany, pre- 
vious to the period of the said Hastings's having 
arrested hÎ1n in his palace, although he, the said 
llastings, had various agents at the courts of all 
those princes, - and that a late principal agent and 
Ileal' relation of a ll1inister of one theIn, the Rajah 
of Berar, called Benaran1 Pundit, \vas, at the tiule of 
the tumult at Benares, actually \,ith the said Hast- 
ings, and the said Benara1n Pundit was by hhu 
highly applauded for his zeal and fidelity, and was 
therefore by him rewarded with a large pension on 
tho
e very revenues which he had taken frolH the 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, and if such a conspiracy had pre- 
viously existed, the )Iahratta n1Ïnister aforesaid must 
have known, and would have attested it. 


XX-VII. That it appears that the said TV' an'en 
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Hastings, at 1he tilne that he formed his design of 
seizing upon the treasures of the Rajah of Benares, 
and of deposing hinl, did not believe hÎ1n guilty of 
that premeditated project for driving the English out 
of India ,vith which he afterwards thought fit to 
charge hÎ1l1, or that he .was really guilty of any other 
great offence: because he has caused it to be do- 
posed, that, if the said Rajah should pay the SUll1 of 
money by hbl1 exacted, "he would settle his zelnin- 
dary upon hhn on the most eligible footing" ; where- 
as, if he had oonceived hÍ111 to have entertained 
traitorous designs against the Company, fro1l1 .Wh01l1 
he held his tributary estate, or had been otherwise 
guilty of such enormous offences as to make it neces- 
sary to take extraordinary methods for coercing hhn, 
it would not have been proper for him to settle upon 
such a traitor and crin1inal the zemindary of Benares, 
or any other territory, upon the n10st eligiLle, or 
upon any other footing ,vhatever: .whereLy the said 
Hastings has by his own stating dell10nstrated that. 
the money intended to have been exacted \vas not as 
a punisillnent for crÏ1nes, but that the crillles were 
pretended for the purpose of exacting 1110ney. 


XXVIII. That the said Warren Hastings, in or- 
der to justify the acts of violence aforesaid to the 
Court of Directors, did assert certain false facts, 
known by hhn to be such, and did dra,v fron1 thCln 
certain false and dangerous inferences, utterly suh- 
yersive of the rights of the princes and subjects de- 
pendent on the British nation in India, contrary to 
. the principles of all just goverIunent, and highly dis- 
honorable to that of Great Britain: nalnely, that the 
"Rajah of Benares was not a vassal or tributary 
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prince, and that the deeds which passed between him 
and the board, upon the transfer of the zemindary in 
1775, were not to be understood to bear the quality 
and force of a treaty upon optional conditions be- 
tweeil equal states; that the paynlellts to be made by 
hin1 ,vere not a triuute, but a rent; and that the in- 
struments by which his territories were conveyed to 
hilll did not differ fronl COlllillon grants to zemindars 
,vho were nlerely subjects; uut that, being nothing 
lllore than a comUlon zelnilldar and luere subject, and 
the COInpany holding the acknowledged rights of his 
former sovereign, held an absolute authority over him; 
that, in the known relations of zelnindar to the sov- 
ereign authority, or power delegated by it, he owed a 
personal allegiance and an implicit and unreserved obe- 
dience to that authority, at the forfeiture of his zem- 
indary, and even of his life and property." Where- 
as the said Hastings did well know, that, ,vhether the 
paYlnents froln the Rajah were called rent or tribu.te, 
having been frequently by himself called the one and 
the other, and that of wha tcver nature the instru- 
ments by which he held lnight have been, he did not 
consider hin1 as a COllillon zelnindar or landholder, 
but as far independent as a tributary prince could 
be: for he did assign as a reason for receiving his 
rent rather \vithill the Company's pro
illce than in 
his own capital, that it would not "frustrate the in- 
tention of rendering the Rajah independent
. that, if 
a Ref;idellt was appointed to receive the Inoney as it 
becallle due at Benares, such a Resident would Ulla- 
vo.idably acquire an influence over the Rajah, and 
over his country, ,vhich .would in effect render him 
the lllaster of both; that this consequence n1ight not, 
perhaps, be brought conlpletely to pass without a 
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struggle, and 111any appeals to the Council, which, 
in a governll1ent constituted like this, callnQ.t fail to 
terlnillate against the Rajah, and, by the construc- 
tion to which his opposition to the agent .would be 
liable, n1ight eventually dra,v on hill1 f:3evero restric- 
tions, and end in reducing ldnt to tlte mean aud de- 
praved state of a zenlÍndar." 


XXIX. And the said IIastings, in the said 
Iinutc 
of Consultation, having enunlerated the frauds, e111- 
bezzlen1ents, and oppressions which ,vould enf:3ue fr0111 
the Rajah's beillg in the dependent state aforesaid, 
and having obviated all apprehensions froIl1 giving 
to hÏ111 the implied symuols of d0111inion, did a
f:3crt, 
"that, without such appearance, he ,vould expect 
from every change of governlnent additional de1nands 
to be made upon hiln, and would of course descend 
to all the arts of intrigue and conceahnent practised 
by other dependent Rajahs, ,vhich \\Tould keep hin1 in- 
digent and "reak, and elTentually prove hurtful to the 
COlnpany; but that, by proper encouragelnent and 
protection, he might prove a profitable dependant, an 
useful barrier, and even a powerful ally to the Con1- 
pallY; but that he would be neither, if the conditiolls 
of his connection with the COlllpany were left open to 
future variations." 


xxx. That, if the fact had been true that the 
Rajah of Benares was Inerely an eminent landholder 
or any other subject, the wicked and dangerous doc- 
trine aforesaid, nalnely, that he owed a personal alle- 
giance and an in1plicit and unreserved obedience to 
the sovereign authority, at the forfeiture of his zelll- 
indary, and even of his life and property, at the dis- 
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cretion of those who held or fully represented the sov.. 
ereign authority, doth lea,e security neither for life 
nor property to any persons residing under the Con1- 
pany's protection; and that no such powers, nor any 
powers of that nature, had been delegated to the said 
Warren Hastings by any provisions of the act of Par- 
liarllent appointing a Governor-General and Council 
at Fort 'Villiam in Bengal. 


XXXI. That the said "\Varren Hastings did also 
advance another dangerous and pernicious principle 
in justification of his violent, arbitrary, and iniquitous 
actings aforesaid: namely, ,. that, if he had acted ,yith 
an unwarrantable rigor, and even injustice, towards 
Cheyt Sing, yet, first, if he did believe that extraordi- 
nary Ineans were necessary, and those exerted w"ith a 
strong hand, to preserve the Company's interests from 
sinking under the accumulated weight that oppressed 
then1, or, secondly, if he sa" a political necessity for 
curbing the overgrown power of a great men1ber of 
their donlinion, and to luake it contribute to the re- 
lief of their pressing exigencies, that his error would 
be excusable, as prompted by an excess of zeal for 
their [the COlllpany's] interest, operating with too 
strong a bias on his judgment; but that much stron- 
ger is the presumption that such acts are founded on 
just principles than that they are the result of a mis- 
guided judglnent." That the said doctrines are, in 
both the n1embers thereof, subversive of all the prin- 
ciples of just gnvernlllent, by empowering a governor 
with delegated authority, in the first case, on his own 
private beliif concerning the necessities of the state, 
not to levy an Ï1npartial and equal rate of taxation 
suitable to the circumstances of the several meluhers 
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of the community, but to select any individual from 
the same as an object of arbitrary and ullineasured 
imposition, - and, in the second case, enabling the 
sarne governor, on the san1e arbitrary principles, to 
determine whose property should be considered as 
overgrown, and to reduce the saIne at his pleasure. 


P ART IV. 


SECOND REVOLUTION IN BENARES. 


THAT the said ""Varren Hastings, after he had, in 
the manner aforesaid, unjustly and violently expelJed 
the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the lord or zelnindar of Be- 
nares, from his said lordship or zemindary, did, of 
his own mere usurped authority, and without any 
c01l1mullication with the other members of the Coun- 
cil of Calcutta, appoint another person, of the nan1e 
of Mehip N arrain, a descendant by the Inother from 
the late Rajah, Bul want Sing, to the governlnent of 
Benares; and on account or pretence of his youth 
and inexperience (the said 
fehip Narrain not being 
above twenty rears old) did appoint his father, Dur- 
bege Sing, to act as his representative or adlninistra- 
tor of his affairs; but did give a controlling authority 
to the British Resident over both, notwithstanding his 
declarations before n1elrtioned of the mischiefs likely 
to happen to the said country from the establisluuent 
of a Resident, and his opinion since declared in a 
letter to the Court of Directors, dated froln this v<?ry 
place (Bonares) the 1st of October, 1784, to the saiHe 
or stronger effect, in ca
è "agents are sent into the 
country, and al'll1eù ,vith authority for the pnrposes 
of vengeance and corruption, - for to no other u}ill 
they be applied." 
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That the said ',arren Hastings did, by the saIne 
usurped authority, entirely set a
ide all the agree- 
111ents 111ade bet\veen the late Rajah and the Com- 
pany (which were real agreel11ents with the state of 
Benares, in the person of the lord or prince thereof, 
and his heirs); and without any fonn of trial, inqui- 
sition, or other legal process, for' forfeiture of the 
privileges of the people to be governed by n1agis- 
trates of their own, and according to their natural 
la-ws, customs, and usages, did, contrary to the said 
agreen1ent, separate the n1Ïnt and the criminal jus- 
tice from the said governinent, and did vest the 
n1Ïnt in the British Resident, and the cril11inal justice 
in a )lahomedan native of his own appoil1Ílnent; and 
did enhance the tribute to be paid from the province, 
froln two hundred and fifty thousand pounds annu- 
ally, limited by treaty, or thereabouts, to three hun- 
dred and thirty thousand pounds for the first year, and 
to four hundred thousand for every year after; and 
did cOIn pel the adlninistrator aforesaid (father to the 
Rajah) to agree to the san1e; and did, by the san1e 
usurped authority, illegally Ï1npose, and cause to be 
levied, sundry injudicious and oppressive duties on 
goods and lnerchandise, which did greatly impair the 
trade of the province, and threaten the utter ruin 
thereof; and did charge several pensions on the said 
revenues, of his own ll1ere authority; and did send 
and keep up various bodies of the Company's troops 
in the said country; and did perform sundry other 
acts with regard to the said territory, in total subver- 
sion of the rights of the sovereign and the people, 
and in violation of the treaties and agreements afore- 
said. 
That the said Warren Hastings, being absent, on 
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account of ill health, from the Presidency of Calcutta, 
at a place called Nia Serai, about forty n1iles distant 
therefrom, did carryon a secret correspondence with 
the Resident at Benares, and, under color that the in- 
stalments for the lle,v rent or tribute ,vere in arrear, 
did of his own authority make, in about one year, a 
second revolution in the government of the territory 
aforesaid, and did order and direct that Durbege 
Sing aforesaid, father of the Rajah, and adlnillistra- 
tor of his authority, should be deprived of his office 
and of his lands, and thrown into prison, and did 
threaten him with death: although he, the said War- 
ren Hastings, had, at the time of the n1aking his new 
arrangelnent, declared himself sensible that the rent 
aforesaid Inight require abatement; although he ,vas 
well apprised that the administrator had been for 
two months of his administration in a weak and lan- 
guid state of body, and wholly incapable. of attending 
to the business of the collections; though a consider- 
able drought had prevailed in the said province, and 
did consequently affect the regularity and produce of 
the collections; and though he had other sufficient 
reason to believe that the said administrator had not 
hÜnself received from the collectors of government 
and the cultivators of the soil the rent in arrear: yet 
he, the said 'Varren Hastings, without any known 
process, or recording any answer, defence, plea, ex- 
culpation, or apology fronl the party, or recording 
any other grounds of rigor against him, except the 
following paragraph of a letter from the Resident, 
not only gave the order as aforesaid, but did after- 
wards, ,vithout laying any other or better ground 
before the Council-General, persuade thel11 to, and 
did procure froln theIn, a confinnation of the afore- 
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said cruel and illegal proceedings, the correspondence 
concerning ,,"hich had not been before comnuu1Ïcated : 
he pleading his illness for not cOlnmunicating the 
saIne, though that illness did not prevent hinl froln 
carrying on corre
pondence concerning the deposition 
of the said adn1Ïnistrator, and other Ï1nportant affairs 
in various places. ' 
That in the letter to the Council requiring the 
confirnlation of his acts aforesaid the said Warren 
Ha
tings did not only propose the confine11lent of the 
said a(hnillistrator at Benares, although by his im- 
prisonnlent he nlust have been in a great Ineasure 
disabled froin recovering the balances due to. hiln, 
and for the non-paYlnent of which he was thus inl- 
prisoned, but did propose, as an alternative, his in1- 
prisonlnent at a re1110te fortress, out of the said terri- 
tory, -and in the Company's provinces, called Chunar: 
desiring thel11 to direct the Resident at Benares " to 
exact froln Baboo Durbege Sing every rupee of the 
collections which it shall appear that he has made 
and not brought to account, and either to confine 
hinl at Bcnare
, or to send hin1 a prisoner to Chunar, 
and to keep hilll in confinelucnt until he shall have 
discharged the whole of the amount due fronl him." 
And the said 'Yarren Hastings did assign 1110tives of 
passion and personal .resellÌlnent for the said unjust 
and rigorous proceedings, as follows: "I feellny
elf, 
and nlay he allo".cd on such an occasion to acknowl- 
edge it, personally hurt at the ingratitude of this luan, 
and at the discredit which his ill conduct has thrown 
on nlY appoillÍlllent of hinl. He has deceived 111e; he 
has offended against the government 'wh ich I then 
represented." And as a further reason for depriv- 
ing hin1 of his jaghire, (or salary out of land,) he did 
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insinuate in the said letter, hut w"ithout gIvIng or 
offering any proof, " that the said Rajah had been 
guilty of little and mean peculation.s, although the 
appointlnents aS8igned to hinl had been sufficient to 
free hinl from the ten1ptations thereto." 
That it appears, as it lllight naturally have been 
expected, that the "wife of the 
aid adn1Ïnistrator, the 
daughter of Bulwant Sing, the late 
ajah of Benares, 
and her son, the reigning Rajah, did oppose to the 
best of their power, but by ,vhat rcnlonstrances or 
upon what plea the said 'Varren Hastings did never 
inform the Court of Directors, the deposition, Ï111pris- 
onment, and confiscation of the estates of the husLand 
of the one and the father of the other; but that the 
said Hastings, persisting in his Inalice, did declare to 
the said Council as follows: "The opposition rnade 
by the Rajah and the old Rannee, both equallj inca- 
pable of judging for themselves, does certainly origi- 
nate fl'0111 SOIne secret influence, which ought to be 
checked by a decided and permuptory declaration of 
the authority of the board, and a denunciation of their 
displeasure at their presurnption." 
That the said Warren Ilastiugs, not satisfied with 
the injuries done and the insults and disgraces of- 
fered to the falnily aforesaid, did, in a Inanner unpar- 
alleled, except by an act of his own on another occa- 
sion, fraudulently and inlnunanly endeavor to lllake 
the wife and son of the said adlninistrator, contrary 
to the sentilnents and the la,v of Nature, the instru- 
Inents of his oppressions: directing," that, if they" 
(the mother and son aforesaid) "could be induced to 
yield the appearance of a cheeJful acquie
!Cence in the 
new al'rangelnent, and to adopt it as a 'lneafnlre formed 
with their partic"ipation, it would be better than that it 
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should be dOlle by a declared act of compulsion; but 
that at all events it ought to be done." 
That, in consequence of the pressing declarations 
aforesaid, the said 'Yarren Hastings did on his special 
recoillluendation appoint, in oppusition to the ,,-ishes 
and desires of the Rajah and his mother, another per- 
son to the adlninistration of his affairs, called J aghe!" 
Deo Seo. 
That, the Company having sent express orders for 
the sending the Resident by them before appointed 
to Benares, the said 'Yal'l'en Hastings did strongly 
oppose hilnself to the san1e, and did thro\v upon the 
person appointed by the COlnpany (Francis Fowke,. 
Esquire) several strong, but unspecified, reflections. 
and aspersions, contrary to the duty he owed to the. 
Cornpany, and to the justice he owed to all its ser- 
vants. 
That the said Resident, being appointed by the 
votes of the rest of the Council, in obedience to the 
reiterated orders of the COll1pany, and in despite of 
the opposition of the said Hastings, did proceed to Be- 
nares, and, on the representation of the parties, and 
the sublnission of the accounts of the afore
aid Dur- 
bege Sing to an arbitrator, did find hiln, the said 
Durbege Sing, in debt to the Company for a StUll 
not considerable enough to justify the severe treat- 
n1ent of the said Durbege Sing: his wife and son 
c0111plaining, at or about the saIne tillie, that the bal- 
ances due to him from the aunlÍls, or sub-collectors, 
had Leen received by the llew adll1inistrator, and 
carried to his own credit, in prejudice and wrong to 
the said Durbege Sing; which representation, the 
only one that has been translnitted on the part of the_ 
said sufferers, has not been contradicted. 
VOL. VIII. 25 



;)86 


.ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


That it appears that the 
aid Durbege Sing did 
afterwards go to Calcutta for the redress of his griev- 
ances, and that it ùoes llut appear that the salne were 
redressed, or eyen his cOlnplaints heard, but he re- 
ceiyed two }Jerelnptory orders froll1 the Sllpreille 
Council tu leave the said city anù to retnrn to Re- 
narcs; that, on his return to Benares, and being there 
lllet lJy 'Varren IIastings aforesaid, he, the said War- 
ren IIastings, although he had reason to be well as- 
sured that the said Durbege Sing was in possession 
of sn1all or llO substance, did again cruelly and iu- 
lnllnanly, and ,vitbout any legal an tbority, order the 
said Durbege Sing to be strictly ilnprisoned; and 
the said Durbege Sing, in cOllseq ncnce of the vexa- 
tions, hardships, and oppressions afuresaid, died in a 
short tÎ1ne after, insolvent, but ,vhether in prison or 
not does not appear. 


PART V. 


THIRD REVOLUTION IN BENARES. 


THAT the said \Varren Hastings, having, in th
 
manner before recited, diyested Durbege Sing of the 
administration of tbe province of llenares, did, of his 
own arbitrary will and pleasure, and against the re- 
monstrances of the Rajah and his mother, (in whose 
nanle and in .whose right the said Dnrbege Sing, 
father of the one, and husband of the other, had ad- 
Ininistered the affairs of the gOyernnlent,) appoint 
a person called J agher Dco Seo to adnlÎnister the 
saIne. 
That the new adnlÎllistrator, warned by the severe 
exalnple lllade of his predecessor, is represented by 
the said 'Varren IIastillgs as having made it his 
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" avowed principle " (as it Inight be expected it should 
be) "that the sum fixed for the revenue 1nU.'5t be col- 
lected." ...-\.nd he did, upon the principle aforesaid, 
and by the Ineans suggested by a principle of that 
sort, accordingly levy frol11 the country, and did reg- 
ularly discharge to the British Resident at Benares, 
by 1110nthly payments, the sums inlposed by the said 
'Varren Hastings, as it is asserted by the Resident, 
Fowke; but the said 'Varren Hastings did assert that 
his annual collections did not an10unt to more than 
Lac 37,37,600, or thereabouts, .which he says is n1uch 
short of the revenues of the province, and is by about 
twenty-four thousand pounds short of his agreement. 
That it further appears, that, notwithstanding 
the new adn1Ïnistrator aforesaid was appointed two 
months, or thereabouts, after the beginning of the 
Fusseli year, that is to say, about the Iniddle of No- 
vember, 1782, and the former adn1Ïnistrator had col- 
lected a certain portion of the revenues of that year, 
amounting to 17,000l. and upwards, yet he, the said 
new administrator, upon the unjust and destructive 
principle aforesaid, suggested by the cruel and violent 
proceedings of the said Warren Hastings towards his 
predecessor, did levy on the proyince, within the said 
year, the whole al110unt of the revenues to be collect- 
ed, in addition to the sum collected by his predeces- 
sor aforesaid. 
That, on account of a great drought which pre- 
yailed in the proyince aforesaid, a ren1Ïssion of cer- 
tain duties in grain was proposed by the chief crin1- 
inal judge at Benares; but the administrator afore- 
said, being fearful that the revenue should fall short 
in his hands, did strenuously oppose himself to the 
necessary relief to the inhabitants of the said city. 
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That, notwithstanding the cantonment of several 
bodies of the Company's troops within the province, 
since the abolition of the native government, it be 4 
can1e subject in a particular manner to the depreda- 
tions of the Rajahs upon the borders; insomuch that 
in one quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been 
sackeçl and burned, and the inhabitants reduced to 
the most extrelue distress. 
Tha.t the Resident, in his letter to the board at 
Calcutta, did represent that the collection of the rev- 
enue was becon1e very difficult, and, besides the ex- 
treme drought, did assign for a cause of that diffi- 
culty the following. "That there is also one fund 
which in former years was often applied in this coun- 
try to remedy telllpOrary inconveniences in the reve- 
nue, and which in the present year does not exist. 
This was the private fortunes of merchants and sltroffs 
[bankers] resident in Benares, fron1 ,vhom aundls 
[collectors] of credit could obtain temporary loans 
to satisfy the immediate calls of the Rajah. These 
sums, ,vhich used to circulate between the atunil and 
the merchant, have been turned into a different chan- 

el, by bills of exchange to defray the expenses of 
government, both on the" ,vest coast of India, and 
also at 
{adras." To ,vhich representation it does 
not appear that any answer was given, or that any 
mode of redress was adopted in consequence thereof. 
That the said Warren Hastings, having passed 
through the province of Benares (Gazi pore) in his 
progress towards Qude, did, in a lotteI' dated frol11 the 
city of Lucknow, the 2d of April, 1784, give to the 
Council Board at Calcutta an account, highly dis- 
honorable to the British governrnent, of the effect of 
the arrangolnents Inade by hin1self in the years 1781 
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and 1782, in the words following. "Having con- 
trived, by making forced stages, while the troops of 
my escort l11arched at the ordinary rate, to l11ake a 
stay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furnished 
with the n1eans of acquiring 
ome knowledge of the 
state of the province, which I am anxious to COllllllU- 
nicate to you. Indeed, the inquiry, ,vhich was in a 
great degree obtruded upon 'ine, affected n1e with very 
mortifying reflections on my inability to apply it to 
any useful purpose. From the confines of Buxar to 
Benares I ,vas followed and jàti!Juecl by the clamors 
of the discontented inhabitants. It was what I ex- 
pected in a degree, because it is rare that the exercise 
of authority should prove satisfactory to all who are 
the objects of it. The distresses ,vhich were pro- 
duced by the long-continued drought unavoidably 
tended to heighten the general discontent; yet I have 
reason to fear that the cause existed principally in a 
defective, if not a corrupt and oppre.ssive administra- 
tion. Of a 111ultitude of petitions which were pre- 
sented to me, 
nd of which I took minutes, everyone 
that did not relate to a personal grievance contained 
the representation of one and the same species of op- 
pression, which is in its nature of an influence n10st 
fatal to the future cultivation. The practice to which 
I allude is this. It is affirmed that the aumils and 
renters exact fro111 the proprietors of the actual har- 
vest a large increase in kind on their stipulated rent: 
that is, from those who hold their pottah by the tenure 
of paying one half of the produce of their crops, either 
the whole without subterfuge, or a large proportion of 
it by a faz..
e 'JJzeaSZlrenzent or other pretexts; and fro111 
those whose engagements are for a fixed rent in mon- 
ey, the half, or a greater proportion, is taken ,in kind. 
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This is in effect a tax upon the industry cf the inhab- 
itants: since there is scarce a field of grain in the 
province, I r;night say not one, which has not been 
preserved by the incessant laùor of the cultivator, 
by digging 'wells for their supply, or watering then1 
fronl the \vells of lllasonry \vith ,vhich their country 
abounds, or froln the neighboring tanks, rivers, and 
n ullahs. The people \vhu Ìlnposed on themselves this 
voluntary and extraordinary labor, and not unattend. 
ed \vith expense, did it on the expectation of reaping 
the profits of it; and it is certain they would not have 
done it, if they had known that their rulers, fr;'mrt 
whom they were entitled to an indemnification, would 
take from them \vhat they had so hardly earned. 
If the same adn1Înistration continues, and the coun- 
try shall again laùor under a want of rain, ever;y field 
will be abandoned, the revenue fail, and thousands per- 
ish through 'loant of subsistence: for \vho will labor 
for the sole benefit of others, and to make hill1self the 
subject of exaction? These practices are to be inl- 
puted to the Naib himself" (the adn1inistrator forced 
by the said Warren Hastings on the present Rajah 
of Benares). "The avo\ved principle on which he 
acts, and \vhich he acknowledged to myself, is, that 
the wlwle sun1 fixed for the revenue of the province 
must be collected, - and that, for this purpose, the 
deficiency arising in places \vhere the crops have 
failed, or \vhich have been left uncultivated, must 
be supplied froln the resources of others, where the 
soil has been better suited to the season, or the in- 
dustryof the cultivators hath been more successfully 
exerted: a principle which, ho\vever specious and 
plausible it may at first appear, certainly tends to 
tlw 'nwst pernicious and destructive consequences. If 
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tIns declaration of the X aib had been made only to 
myself, I nlight ha \?e doubted my construction of it ; 
but it \vas repeated by hilu to )11'. Auderson, who un- 
derstood it exactly in the saIne sense. In the 111an- 
agement of the customs, the couduct of the Kaib, or 
of the officer unùer him, was forced also upon my 
attention. The exorbitant rates exacted by an arbitrary 
valuation of tlte good.'], the practice of exacting duties 
twiCi; on the salue goods, (first from the seller, and 
afterwards froln the buyer,) and the -vexatiølls, dis- 
putes, and delays drawn on the merchants by these 
oppressions, \vere loudly c0111plained of; and sonle in- 
stances of this kind were said to exist at the -very 
time I was at Benares. Under such circunlstances, 
we are not to wonder, if the l1lerchants of foreign 
countries are discouraged from resorting to Benares, 
and if the commerce of that province should anllually 
decay. Other e-vils, or imputed evils, have accidental- 
ly COine to my knowledge, which I will not now par- 
ticularize, as I hope, that, with the assistance of the 
Resident, they may be in part corrected. One evil I 
must mention, because it has been -verified by my 
o\vn observation, and is of that kind which reflects 
an tllunerited reproach on our general and national 
character. 'Yhen I was at Buxar, the Resident, at 
my desire, enjoined the 
 aib to appoint creditable 
people to every town through which our route lay, to 
persuade and encourage the inhabitants to remain in 
their houses, pron1Ïsing to give thenl guards as I ap- 
proached, and they required it for their protection; 
and that he Inight perceive how earnest I ,vas for his 
observation of this precaution, I repeated it to hÎln in 
per
on, and dismissed him that he Inight precede me 
for that purpose. But, to nlY great disappointment, 
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I found every place tlu.óugh 'Which I passed abandoned; 
nor had there been a 1nan left in any of the,n for their 
protection. I am sorry to add, that,frorn Buxal' to the 
opposite boundary, I have spen nothing but traces of 
complete devastation in every village: whether caused 
by the followers of the troops which have lately pa.')sed, 
for their natural relief, (and I know not 'll)hether my 
own may not have had their share,) or from the appre- 
hensions of the inhabitants left to thenlselves, and of 
thenlselves deserting thcir houses. I wish to acquit 
my o\vn countrymen of the blarnc of thesc unfa vor- 
able appearances, and in 111Y own heart I do acquit 
them; for at one encalnpnlcnt a cro\vß of people caine 
to me cOlnplaining that their new a
t1nil (collector), on 
the approach of any rnilitary detachment, himself first 
fied from the place ". and the inhabitants, having no one 
to whorn they could apply for redress, or for the repre- 
sentation of their grievances, and being thus re,neclile
s, 
fled also ". so that their houses and ejfects becarne a prey 
to any person who chose to plunder them. The general 
conclusion appeared to me an inevitable conscquence 
from such a state of facts; and IllY o\vn senscs bore 
testÏ1nony to it in this specific instance: nor do I 
know ho\v it is possible for any officer conl111anding a 
military party, how attentive soever ho l11ay be to the 
discipline and forbearance of his people, to prevcnt 
disorderb, when there is neither opposition to hinder nor 
evidence to detect them. These and many other irreg- 
ularities I Ï1npute solely to the Naib, and reCOlnnlcnù 
his instant rei11oval. I cannot hclp renlarkillg, that, 
except the city of Eenares, the province is in ejfect 
without a government. The adrninistration of the prov- 
ince i
 rnisconducted, and the people oppressed, trade 
discouraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid de- 
cline, from the violent appropriation of its means." 
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That the said ,yo arren Hastings did recommend to 
the Council, for a reIned y of the disorders and calam- 
ities which had arisen from his own acts, dispositions, 
and appoinÍluents, that the achninistrator aforesaid 
should be instantly reluoved froin his office, - attrib- 
uting the aforesaid ,. irregularities, and 1nany others, 
solely to hitn," although, on his o,vn representation, it 
does appear that he was the sole cause of the irregu- 
larities therein described. Neither does it appear that 
the achllillistrator, so by the said Hastings nominated 
and ren10ved, was properly charged and called to an- 
swer for the said recited irregularities, or for the 
'lnany others not recited, but attributed solely to him; 
nor has any plea or excuse froln hin1 been transmit- 
ted to the board, or to the Court of Directors; but he 
was, at the instance of the said Hastings, deprived of 
his said office, contrary to the principles of natural 
justice, in a violent and arbitrary luanneI'; which 
proceeding, con1bined with the exalnple made of his 
predecessor, n1ust necessarily leave to the person who 
should succeed to the said office no distinct princi- 
ple upon ,vhich he n1Ïght act ,vith safety. But in 
cOluparing the consequences of the two delinquencies 
charged, the failure of the paynient of the revenues 
(fron1 whatever cause it n1ay arise) is 1110re likely to 
be avoided than any severe course towards the inhab- 
itants: as the fonner fault was, besides the depriva- 
tion of office, attended ,vith two iinprisonInents, with 
a luenace of death, and an actual death, in disgrace, 
poverty, and insolvency; w'hereas the latter, namely, 
the oppression, and thereby the total ruin, of the 
country, charged on the second adluinistrator, was 
only followed by loss of office, - although he, the 
said 'Yarren Hastings, did further assert (but with 
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what truth does not appear) that the cðllection of the 
last adlninistrator had fallen luuch short of the rev- 
enue of the prOyillce. 
That the said 'Varren I-Iastings himself was sen- 
sible that the frequent changes by him lnade would 
Inuch disorder the lHanagelnent of the revenues, and 
seeilled desirous of concealing his intentions concern- 
ing the last change until the time of its execution. 
Yet it appears, by a letter fronl the British Resident, 
dated the 23d of June, 178-1:, " that a very strong re- 
port prevailed at Benares of his [the said Hastings's] 
intentions of appointing a new N aib for the approach- 
ing year, and that the pffect is eyidellt which the 
prevalence of such an idea anlongst the aUlnils ,vould 
probably have on the cultivation at this particular 
tilHe. The heavy Inofussil kists [harvest instahnents] 
have now' been collected by the aurnils; the season 
of tillage is arrived; the ryots [country farmers] lTIUSt 
be indulged, and even assisted by advances; and the 
aumil must look for his returns in the abundance of 
the crop, the conðequeJtce of tltis early attention to the 
cultivation. The effect is eyidell t 'lolticlt tlte report of a 
change -in tlte first officer of tlte revenue must have on tlte 
minds of tltÆ aU/mils; by leaving tlw1n at an uncertainty 
of UJI
at they have in fltture to expect; and in proportion 
to the degree of this uncertainty, their efforts and 
expenses in pronloting the cultivation will be lan- 
guid and sparing. In conlpliance .with the Naib's re- 
quest, I have written to all the aUlllils, encouraging 
and ordering them to attend to the cultivation of their 
respective districts; but I conceive I should be aLle 
to pron1ote this very desirable intention llluch more 
effectually, if you will honor llle .with the commu- 
nication of your intentions on this subject. At the 
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same tilne I cannot help just relnarking, that, if a 
change is intended, the sooner it take::; place, the n10re 
the bad ejfects I have described will be obviated." 
That the Council, having recei,.ed the proposition 
for the removal of the a(hninistrator aforesaid, did 
also, in a letter to hiln, the said Hastings, condemn 
the frequent changes by him Inade ill the adn1Ïnistra- 
tiOll of the collections of Benares, - but did consent to 
such alterations as might be Inade .without encroach- 
ing on the rights established by hi
, the said Hast- 
ings's, agreement in the year 1781, and did desire him 
to transmit to them his plan for a new adn1Ïnistration. 
That the said Ha:-:tings did transll1Ìt a plan, which, 
notwithstanding the e,Tils which had happened frolll 
the forlner frequent changes, he did propo
e as a tent- 
porary expedient for the adlllÏnistration of the reve- 
nues of the said province, - in which no pro,.ision 
was Inade for the reduction or ren1Ìssion of revenue 
as exigences might require, or for the extraction of 
the circulating specie from the said province, or for 
the supply of the necessary advances for cultivation, 
nor for the removal or prevention of any of the griev- 
ances by hin1 before complained of, other than an 
inspection by the Resident and the chief crÏlninal 
magistrate of Benares, and other regulations equally 
void of effect and authority, - and w"hich plan 
Ir. 
Stables, one of the Supren1e Council, did altogether 
reject; but the same was appro,.ed of as a tempm'ary 
expedient, with son1e exceptions, by two other Ine1n- 
LeI's of the board, )11'. \\"heler and )11'. )lacphersoll, 
declaring the said 1Vàrren Hasti?zgs responsible for 
the tenporary expediency of the sarne. 
That the said Warren Hastings, ill the plan afore 
said, having strongly objected to the appointment of 
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any European collectors, that is to say, of any EurÛ' 
pean servants of the Company being concerned in the 
saIne, declaring that there had been sufficient experi- 
ence of the ill effects of their being so elnployed in 
the province of Bengal, - by which the said Hastings 
did either in loose and general tenns convey a false 
iInputatioll npon the conduct of the Con1pany's ser- 
vants elnployed in the collecti.on of the revenues of 
Bengal, or he was guilty of a crilninal neglect of duty 
in not bringing to punishment the particular persons 
whose evil practices had given rise to such a general 
in1putation on British subjects and servants of the 
Company as to render theln unfit for service in other 
places. 
That the said 'Varren 
astings, having in the 
course of three years Inade three cOlnplete revolutions 
in the state of Benares, by expelling, in the first in- 
stance, the lawful and rightful governor of the san1e, 
under whose care and superintendence a large and 
certain revenue, suitable to the abilities of the coun- 
try, and consistent with its prosperity, was paid with 
the greatest punctuality, and by afterwards displacing 
two effective governors or administrators of the prov- 
ince, appointed in succession by himself, and, in con- 
sequence of the said appointlnents and violent and 
arbitrary removals, the said province" being left in 
effect without a government," except in one city only, 
and having, after all, settled no n10re than a telnpora... 
ry arrangement, is guilty of an high crime and n1Ïsde- 
meanor in the destruction of the country aforesaid. 
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IV.-PRINCESSES OF OUDE. 


I. THAT the reigning Nabob of Qude, COIUl110nly 
called .tsoph ul Do",
lah, (son and successor to 
ujah 
ul Dowlah,) by taking into or continuing in his pay 
certain Lodies of regular British troops, and Ly having 
afterwards adn1itted the British Resident at his court 
Ïlito the Inallagell1ent of all his affairs, foreign and do- 
luestic, and particularly into. the administration of his 
finances, did gradually becon1e in substance and effect, 
as ,yell as in general repute and estiluation, a depend- 
ant on, or vassal of, the East India COlnpany, and was, 
and is, so much under the control of the Governor- 
General and Council of Bengal, that, in the opinion 
of all the native powers, 
he English name and char- 
acter is concerned in every act of his government. 


II. That Warren Hastings, Esquire, contrary to 
law and to his duty, and in disobedience to the orders 
of the East India Conlpany, arrogating to hiulself the 
nOlnination of the Resident at the court of Qude, as 
his particular agent and representative, and rejecting 
the Resident appointed by the Company, and obtrud- 
ing upon then1 a person of his o,vn choice, did frolu 
that tilne render himself in a particular manner re- 
sponsible for the good government of the provinces 
composing the dOluinions of the Nabob of Qude. 


III. That the provinces aforesaid, having been at 
the time of their first connection with the Company in 
an improyed and flourishing condition, and yielding a 
revenue of more than three Inilliolls of pounds ster- 
ling, or thereabouts, did soon after that period begin 
sensibly to decline, and the subsidy of the British 
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troops stationed in that province
 as well as other 
sums of money due to the COlnpany by treaty, ran 
considerably in arrear; although the prince of the 
country, during the tÍ1ne these arrears accrued, was 
otherwise in distress, and had been obliged to reduce 
all his establislunents. 


IV. That the prince aforesaid, or Nabob of Oude, 
did, in humble and subnlissive terms, supplicate the 
said Warren Hastings to be relieved froln a body of 
troops whose licentious behavior he complained of, 
and who were stationed in his country without any 
obligation by treaty to maintain them, - pleading the 
failure of harvest and the prevalence of falnine in his 
country: a COlllpliance with which request by the said 
\Varren Hastings was refused in unbecollling, offen- 
sive, and insulting language. 


V. That the said Nabob, laboring under the afore- 
said and other burdens, and being continually urged 
for paYlnent, was advised to extort, and did extort, 
from his mother and grandlnother, under the pretext 
of loans, (and sOlnetimes without that appearance,) 
various great sums of n10ney, an10ullting in the whole 
to six hundred and thirty thousand pounds sterling, or 
thereabouts: alleging in excuse the rigorous delnauds 
of the East India Con1pany, for whose use the said 
extorted nloney had been delnanded, and to which a 
considerable part of it had been applied. 


VI. That the two felnale parents of the N aboh 
aforesaid were alnong the 'YOlnen of the greatest 
rank, fall1Í]y, and distinction in Asia, and were left 
by the deceased Nabob, the son of the one and the 
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husband of the other, in charge of certain considera- 
ble part of his treasures, in money and other valua- 
ble 11lovables, as ,yell as certain landed estates, calle
 
jaghires, in order to the 
upport of their own dignity, 
and the honorable lnaintenance of his "Women, and a 
nunlcrous offspring, and their dcpendants: the said 
fan1ily anlountillg in the w'hole to tw'o thousand per- 

ons, who were by the said 
 abob, at his death, rec- 
onunended in a particular luanner to the care and 
protection of the said 'Yarren IIastings. 


VII. That, on the demand of the X abob of Oude 
on his parents for the last of the sums .which cOlllplet- 
ed the six hundred and thirty thousand pounds afore- 
said, they, the said parents, did positively refuse to 
pay any part of the saI11e to their son for the use of 
the COlllpany, until he should agree to certain terms 
to be stipulated in a regular treaty 
 and anlong other 
particulars to secure thenl in the reluainder of their 
possessions, and also on no account or pretence to 
nlake allY further demands or claÍ1ns. on them; and 
,veIl knowing frolll whence all his clainls and exac- 
tions had ari
cll, they del11anùed that the said treaty, 
or fan1ily cOlnpacL should be guarantied by the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council of Bengal: and a treaty 
.was accordingly agreed to, executed Ly the X abob, 
and guarantied by J ohn Bri
tow, Esquire, the Re
i- 
dent at Oude, under the authority and ,vith the ex- 
prcss consent of the said 'Varren Hastings and the 
Council-General, and in conse(l ncnce thereof the stun 
last required was paid, and discharges given to the 
X abob for all the Inoney which he had borrowed frol11 
his own l110ther and the nlother of his father. 
That, the distresses and disorders ill the Nabob's 
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governn1ent and his debt to the Con1pany continuing 
to increase, notwithstanding the violent Inethods ue- 
fpre n1entioned takcn to auglnent his resources, the 
said 'Var1'en Hastings, on the 21st of l\Iay, and 
on the 31st July, 1781, (he and 
fr. 'Vheler being 
the only reIÍ1aining melnhers of the Council-General, 
and he having the conclusive and ca
ting voice, and 
thereby being in effect the ,vhole Council,) did, in the 
name and under the authority of the board, re
uJve 
on a journey to the upper provinces, in order to a per- 
sonal interview with the N avob of Oude, towards the 
settlen1ent of his distressed affairs, and did give to 
himself a delegation of the powers of the said Council,. 
in direct violation of the Company's orders forbidding 
such delegation. 


VIII. That the said Warren Hastings having by 
his appoilltInent met the N aLob of Oude near a place 
called Chunar, and possessing an entire and absolute 
comlnand over the said prince, he did, contrary to 
justice and equity and the security of property, as well 
as to public faith and the sanction of the COlnpany's 
guaranty, under the color of a treaty, which treaty 
,vas conducted secretly, 'without a ,v1'itten doculnent 
of any part of the proceeding except the pretended 
treaty itself, authorize the said Nabob to seize upon, 
and confiscate to his own profit, the landed estates, 
called jaghires, of his parents, kindred, and principal 
nobility: only stipulating a pension to the net amount 
of the rent of the said lands as an equivalent, and that 
equivalent to snch only whose lands had been guar- 
antied to them by the Con1pany; but provided neither 
in the said pretended treaty nor in any subsequent 
act the least security for the payment of the said pen- 
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sion to those for ,vhom such pension was ostensibly 
reserved, and for the others not so 111uch as a show of 
indelullity ; - to the extren1e scandal of the J3ritish 
gOyerluuent, ,vllich, valuing it
elf upon a strict regard 
to property, did expressly authorize, if it did not com- 
uland, an attack upon that right, unprecedented in 
the despotic governments of India. 


IX. That the said Warren Hastings, in order to 
coyer the violent and unjust proceedings aforesaid, 
did a

ert a claim of right in the salue X abob to 
all the posse
sions of his said 1110ther and grand- 
mother, as belonging to him by the 
Iahomedan law; 
and this pretended clailu ,vas set up by the said War- 
1'en Hastings, after the X abob had, by a regular treaty 
ratified and guarantied by the said Hastings as Gov- 
ernor-General, renounced and released all deluands 
on then1. ....\nd this false pretence of a legal dell1and 
was taken up and acted upon by the said Warren 
Hastings, ,vithout laying the said question on record 
before the Council-General, or giving notice to the 
persons to be affected thereby to support their rights 
before any of the principal magistrates and expounders 
of the 
laholnedan la"
, or taking publicly the opin- 
ions of any person conversant therein. 


X. That, in order to give further color to the acts 
of ill faith and violence aforesaid, the said 'Yarrell 
Hastings did cause to be taken at Lucknow and other 
place
, before divers persons, and particularly before 
Sir Elijah Ilnpey, Knight, his )lajesty's chief-justice, 
acting extra-judicially, and not within the IÜnits of 
hi::; jurisdiction, several passionate, careless, irrelevant, 
and irregular affidavits, consisting of matter not fit 
VOL. VIJI. 26 
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to be deposed on oath, - of reports, conjectures, and 
hearsays; sonle of the persons s\vearing to the said 
hearsays having declined to declare fro1n who1n they 
heard the account
 at second hand sworn to; the said 
affidavits in general tending to support the cahlJnnious 
charge of the said 'Varren IIastings, nanlely, that the 
aged WOluen before mentioned had fornled or engaged 
ill a plan for the deposition of thcir son and sû"vereign, 
and the utter e
?;tÍ1]Jation of the Engli::;h nation: and 
neither the said charge against persons ,vhose depend- 
ence was principally, if not ,,""holJy, on the good faith 
of this nation, and highly affecting the honor, proper- 
ty, and even lives, Of,vo1uen of the highest condition, 
nor the affidavits intended to support the saIne, extra- 
judicially taken, ex parte, and without notice, by the 
said Sir Elijah In1pey and others, ,vere at any thne 
conlmunlcated to the parties charged, or to any agent 
for thorn; nor were they called upon to ans,ver, nor 
any explanation dcn1anded of theln. 


XI. That the article affecting private property 
secured by public acts, in the said pretended treaty, 
contains nothing l110re than a general pel'lnission, 
given by the said \Varre11 I-Iastings, for confiscating 
such jaghires, or landed estates, with the 1110difications 
therein contained, "as he [ the Nabob] 1nay find ne- 
cessary," hut does not directly point at, or express 
by nalne, any of the landed possessions of the Nabob's 
I11other. TIut S0011 after the signing of the said pre- 
tended treaty, (that is, on the 2Dth NoveInber, 1781,) 
it did appear that a principal object thereof ,vas to 
enable the K ahub to I"eize upon the estates of his 
female parents aforesaid, which had been guaran- 
tied to the1n hy the Ea
t India Conlpany. And al- 
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though in the treaty, or pretended treaty, aforesaid, 
nothing more is purported than to give a simple per- 
mis
ion to the Nabob to seize upon and confiscate the 
estates, leaving the execution or non-execution of the 
same wholly to his discretion, yet it appears, by sev- 
eral letters from Nathaniel 
Iiddleton, Esquire_ the 
Ref'ide11t at the Court of Gude, of the 6th, 7th, and 
9th of Decenlber, 1781, that no such discretion as ex 
pressed in the treaty ,vas left, or intended to be left, 
with hiln, the said Nabob, but that the said article 
ought practically to have a construction of a directly 
contrary tendency: that, instead of considering the 
article as originating from the X abob, and containing 
a power provided in his favor which he did not pos- 
sess before, the confiscation of the jaghires aforesaid 
was to be considered as a measure originating from 
the English, and to be intended for their benefit, 
and, as such, that the execution was to be forced 
upon hin1; and the execution thereof ",.as according- 
ly forced upon him. A.nd the Resident, )Iiddleton, 
on the Nabob
s refusal to act in contradiction to his 
sworn engagenlent guarantied by the East India Com- 
pany, and in the undutiful and unnatural manner 
required, did totally supersede his authority in his 
own dominions, considering himself as empowered 
so to act by the instructions of the said Hastings, 
although he had reason to apprehend a general in- 
surrection in consequence thereof, and that he found 
it necessary to renlove his falnily, "which he did not 
wish to retain there, in case of a rupture .with the 
 a- 
bob, or the necessity of elnploying the British forces 
in the reduction of his aun1Ïls and troops"; and he 
did accordingly_as sO"vereign, issue his own edicts and 
warran ts, in defiance of the resistance of the Nabob, 
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in the manner by hÏ1n described in the letters afore- 
said, - in a letter of 6th December, 1781, that is to 
say: "Finding the ..LVabob wavering in his determination 
about the resumption of the jaghires, I this day, in pres- 
ence of and with the Ininister's concurrence, ordered 
the necessary pur\vannahs to be written to the several 
aUlnils for that purpose; and it was my firm resolu- 
tion to have dispatched them this evening, with proper 
people to see them punctually and Ï1nplicitly carried 
into execution; but before they were all transcribed, 
I received a message from the Nabob, who had been 
informed by the n1Înister of the resolution I had taken, 
entreating that I would withhold the purwannahs un- 
til to-lnorrow nlorning, when he would attend me, 
and afford me satisfaction on this point. As the loss 
of a few hours in the dispatch of the purwannahs ap- 
peared of little moment, and as it is possible the Na- 
bob, seeing that the business will at all events be done, 
rnay make it an act of his own, I have consented to in- 
dulge him in his request
. but, be the result of our inter- 
view whatever it 'Jnay, nothing shall prevent the orders 
being issued to-morrow, either by him or myself, with 
the concurrence of the 'lninisters. Your pleasure re- 
specting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah
 
and the measure heretofore proposed will soon follow 
the resumption of the jaghires. From both, or indeed 
from the former alone, I have 110 doubt of the com- 
plete liquidation of the COlnpany's balance." .Llnd 
also in another letter, of the 7th Decenlber, 1781: "I 
had the honor to address you yesterday, informing 
you of the steps I had taken in regard to the reslunp- 
tiol1 of the jaghires. This rnorning the Vìzier canze to 
me according to Ids agree11lent, but seeJni'ngly without 
any intention or desire to yield me satisfaction on the 
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subJect under discussion
. for, after a great deal of con- 
veJ.sation, consisting on /tis part of trifling evasion and 
puerile excuses for l.vithholdiilg /tis a.f3sent to the 1ïleaSUre, 
though at the same time professing the most implicit sub- 
nz-lssion to your wishes, Ifound 'Jnyself without any other 
resource than the one of employing that exclusive author- 
ity 'With u'lâch I consider your instructions to vest me: 
I theJoefore declared to the Nabob, in pJoe
ence of the 'J1zin- 
ister and .J..1Ir. Johnson, u'ho I desired 'Jnight bear 'Witness 
. 
of the conversation, that I construed his reJection of the 
rneasure proposed as a b
.each of his solemn pJoonlÍse to 
you, and an unwillingness to yield that assi
tance 'which 
l.vas evidently in his power towards liquidating his heavy 
accllnlulating debt to the (J01npany, and that I lllust in 
consequence deterilline, in my own justification, to is- 
sue Ùnmediately the purwannahs, which had only been 
,vithheld in the sanguine hope that he would be pre- 
vailed upon to make that his ou.:n act which nothing 
but the most urgent necessity could force l1le to 'make 
1n-ine. He left llle ,vithout any reply, but after.wards 
sent for his n1Ïnister and authorized hÏ1n to give me 
hopes that my requisition would be cOlllplied with; 
on \\rhich I expressed my satisfaction, but declared 
that I could adn1Ït of no fllrther delays, and, unless I 
received his Excellency's fonnal acquiescence before 
the evening, I should then 1110st assuredly issue 'JJzy 
purwannahs; which I have accordingly done, not hav- 
ing had any assurances from his Excellency that 
could justify a further suspension. I shall, as soon a
 
pos
ible, infol'll1 you of the effect of the purwannabs, 
which, in 11lany parts, I an1 apprehensive it ,viII be 
found necessary to eriforce 'With nÛlitary aid. I alll 
not, ho,vever, entirely without hopes that the Nabob, 
when he sees the inefficacy of further opposition, 11lay. 
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alter his conduct, and prevent tlw confusion and dis- 
agreeable consequences which would be too lilcely to result 
jron
 the prosecution of a 1neasure of 
uch Í1nportance 
witlwltt ltis concurrence. IIis Ex.cellency talks of go- 
ing to Fyzabad, for the purpose heretofore mentioned, 
in three or four days: I wish he '{nay be serious in his 
intention, and you Inay rest assured I shall spare no 
pains to lceep hin
 to it." And further, in a letter of 
the 9th DeCell1ber, 1781: "I had the honor to ad- 
dress you on the. 7th instant, illforn1ing you of the 
conversation which had passed between the Nabob 
and 111e on the subject of resu1l1ing the jaghires, and 
the step I had taken in consequence. His Excellency 
appeared to be very ,{ìluch hurt and 'incelu;ed at the 1/leaS- 
ure, and loudly c01nplains of the treachery of his nlÍnis- 
ters, - first, in giving you any hopes tl
at such a meas- 
ure would be adopted, and, secondly, in their prontÍsing 
me their whole support in carrying it t!trough
. but, as 1 
apprehended, 'rather than suffer it to appear that the 
point had been carried in opposition to lds will, he at 
length yielded a nominal acquiescence, and has this 
day issued his own purwannahs to that effect, - de- 
claring, howeve'i
, llt the sa'ine tÍ1ne, botb.t to '{ìle and his 
ministers, that it is an act of conpulsion. I hope to be 
able in a few days, in consequence of this measure, to 
translnit you an account of the actual value and prod- 
uce of the jaghires, opposed to the nominal al110ullt at 
which they stand rated on the books of the circar." 


XII. That the said Warren Hastings, instead of 
expressing any disapprobation of the proceedings 
aforesaid, in violation of the rights secured by treaty 
with the mother and grandmother of the reigning 
prince of Qude, and not less in violation of the sov- 
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ereign rights of the X ahob hÌlnsclf, did by frequent 
messages still1ulate the said 
Iiddleton to a persever- 
ance in and to a rigorous execution of the salne,- 
and in his letter frol11 Benares of the 25th Decel11her, 
1781, did '
express doubts of his firnluess and activ- 
ity, and, aboyc all, of his recollection of his instruc- 
tions and their Ìlnportance; and that, if he could 
not rely on his own [power] and the. nleans he po
 
se
sed for performing thof'e services, he would ji'ee 
hin
 [the said 
Iiddleton] fr011
 the c/
arges, and 'would 
proceed himself to Luckno,r, and would hÍJnselj under- 
take them." 


XIII. That very doubtful credit is to be given to 
any letters written by the said 
Iiddleton to the said 
Warren Hastings, ,vhen they answer the purposes 
'which the said 'Yarren Hastings had evidently in 
vie,v: the said )Iiddleton having written to him in 
the following manner from Lucknow, 30th December, 
1781. 


XIV. ")Iy DEAR SIR, - I have this day answered 
your public letter in the forln you seem to expect. I 
hope there is nothing in it that may appear to you too 
pointed. Jf you UJisl
 the 'Jnatter to be otherwise under- 
stood than I I
ave taken 'Up and stated it, I need not say 
I shall be ready to conform to 
L'hatever you may pre- 
scribe, and to take 'Upon (myself any share of the blam,e 
0./ tlte (hitherto) non-perfonnance of the stipu.lations 
'1nade on behalf of the 
Tabob: though I do assure you 
I my-self represented' to his Excellency- and the min- 
isters, (concei,'illg it to be your desire,) that the ap- 
parent assumption of the reins of Ids government, (for 
in that light he undoubtedly considered it at the first 
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view,) as specified in the agreelnent executed by him, 
was not n1eant to be fully and literally enforced, but 
that it was necessary you ::;hould have sO'Jnetlting to 
shoUJ on your side, as the Gornpany were deprived of a 
benefit without a requital
. and upon the faitlt of this 
assurance alone, I believe I Inay safely affirIl1, his Ex- 
cellency's objections to signing the treaty were given 
np. If I have understood the lTIatter wrong, or Inis- 
conceived your design, I anI truly sorry for it: how- 
ever, it is not too late to correct tlLe error
. and I o,ìn 
ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry through, 
'll'hatever you 'lnay, on receipt of 'lny public letter, tell me 
is your final resolve." 


XV. That it appears, but on his, the said l\liddle- 
ton's, sole authority, in a letter from the said 
liddle- 
ton, dated Lucknow, 2d December, 1781, that the Na- 
bob of Gude, ,vishing to evade the measure of 1'e8U111- 
ing the jaghires aforesaid, did send a message to hinI, 
purporting, "that, if the Ineasure proposed was in- 
tended to procure the paYlnent of the balance due to 
the COlnpany, he could better and more expeditiously 
effect that object by taking frolH his mother the treas- 
ures of his father, which he did assert to be in her 
hauds, and to ,vhich he did claÌln a right; and that it 
would be sufficient that he, the said IIastings, wouid 
hint his opinion upon it, UJit1wut giving a forr;
al ::;anc- 
tion . to the meaS'll.re proposed
. and that, whatever his 
resolution upon the subject should be, it would he 
expedient to keep it 
ecret": adding, "The resul1
}J- 
lion of the iaghires it is necessary to suspend till I ha1'p 
'lJour answer to this letter." 


XVI. That it does not appear that the said Hast- 
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ings did write any letter in answer to the proposal of 
the said }Iiddleton, but he, the said Hastings, did 
cOlnmunicate his pleasure thereon to Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, being then at Lucknow, for his, the said 1\Iiddle- 
ton's, infornlation; and it does appear that the seiz- 
ing of the treasures of the nlother of the Nabob, said 
to have been proposed as an alternative by the said 
Kabob to prevent the restllnption of the jaghires, was 
deternlÍned upon and ordered by the said Hastings, 
-- and that the restunption of the said jaghires, for 
the ran
Oln of which the seizing of the treasures was 
proposed, .was also directed: not one only, but both 
sides of the alternative, being enforced upon the fe- 
male parents 
f the Nabob aforesaid, although both 
the one and the other had been secured to them by a 
treaty with the East India Conlpany. 


XVIII.* That Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Maj- 
esty's chief-justice at Fort 'Villiam, did undertake 
a journey of nine hundred miles, from Calcutta to 
Luckno\v, on pretence of health and pleasure, but 
was in reality in the secret of these and other ir- 
regular transactions, and elnployed as a channel of 
confidential COlll11lunication therein. And the said 
Warren IIastings, by presnn1Îng to employ the said 
chief-justice, a person particularly unfit for an agent, 
in the transaction of affairs pri-1nâ facie at least un- 
just, violent, and oppressive, contrary to public faith, 
and to the sentinlellts and law of Nature, and which 
he, the said Hastings, was sensible" could not fail to 
draw obloquy on hinlself by his participation," did 
disgrace the king's conlmission, and render odious to 
the natives ùf Hindostan the justice of the crown of 
Great Britain. 


· Sic orig. 
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XIX. That, although the said 'Varren Hastings 
was froin the beginning duly infonned of the violence 
offered to the personal inclinations of the Nabob, and 
the ,
 apparent asslunption of the reins of his govern- 
ment," for the pur!-'oses aforesaid, yet In01'e than two 
years after he did \vl'itc to his private agent, 
[ajor 
Pahner, that is to sar, in his letter of the Gth of 
Iay, 
1783, '
that it has been a Inatter of eCJllal ðUllJrise 
and concern to hÜn to learn froln the letters of the 
Resident that the Nabob Vizier \\Tas ,vith difficulty 
and ahnost unconqucrable reluctance induced to give 
his consent to the attaclUl1cnt of the treasure depos- 
ited by his father under the charge of the Beguln, 
his Inother, and to the resulnption of her jaghire, 
and the other jabhires of the individuals of his fanl- 
ily": which pretence of ignorance of the Nabob's in 
clinations is fictitious and groundless. But whatever 
deception he might pretend to be in concerning the 
original intention of the Nabob, he was not, nor did 
he pretend to be, ignorant of his, the N ahob's, reluc- 
tance to proceed in the said nleasures; but did adn1Ït 
his knowledge of the Nabob's reluctance. to their full 
execution, and yet did justify the saIne as follows. 


XX. "I desire that you will inform him [the N a- 
bob], that, in these and the other measures which 
were either proposed by hilH or received his concur- 
rence in the agreement passed between us at Chunar, 
I neither had nor could have any object but his relief. 
and the strengthening of his connection 'with tlte C01n- 
pany,. and that I should not on any other ground 
have exposed Inyself to tlte personal obloquy u'lticll.. they 
could not fail to draw 1IP()1t 'Jne by 'iny participation in 
them, but left him to regulate by his own discretion 
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and by his own lileans the econOlUY of his own finan
 
ces, and, with 7nuch 'Jnm"e cause, the assertion of Ids do.. 
'1nestic 'riglzt. In these he had no regular claÍln to 'JJzy 
interference; nor had I, in lilY public character, any 
claÏ1n upon him, but for the paYlllent of the debt then 
due fronl hiln to the COlllpany, although I \vas under 
the strongest obligations to require it for the relief 
of the pressing exigencies of their affairs. He will 
'well rellleillber the 111anner in which, at a visit to 
hÜn in his own tent, I declared n1Y acquiescence free- 
ly, and without hesitation, to each proposition, ,,'"hich 
afterwards forlned the substance of a wTitten agree.. 
11lent, as he severally Inade theln; and he can \\'"ant 
no other evidence of 111Y 1110tives for so cheerful a con- 
sent, nor for the requests which I added as the Ineans 
of fulfilling his purposes in theI11. Had he not nlade 
these 111easures his own option, I should not have pro- 
posed theln; but having once adopted then
, and l1zacle 
then
 the conditions of a fornzal and sacred agreement, 
I had no longer an option to dispense 
vith them, but 
'was bound to the cOlnplete perforrnance and execution 
of the. 1 n, as points of public duty and of national faith, 
for which I 
vas responsible to my king, and the (f orn - 
pany 1ny imlnediate slperiol"s: and this was the rea
;On 
for 'lny insisting on their peljormance and execution, 
u,o/zen I 
()as told tllat the 
Yabob himself had relaxed 
from his original pU1"]Jose, and expressed a reluctance to 
proceed in it." 


XXI. That the said Warren Hastings does ad1l1it 
that the Nabob had originally no regular claÍIn up- 
on him for his interference, or he any claim on the 
Kabob, which might entitle hi1l1 to interfere in the 
Nabob's domestic concerns; yet, in order to justify 
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his so invidious an interference, he did, in the letter 
aforesaid, give a false account of the said treaty, 
which (as before mentioned) did nothing more than 
give a permission to the Nabob to resun1e the jaghires, 
if HE s7wuld iudge the sa'ìJ
e to be necessary, and did 
therefore leave the right of dispensing with the whole, 
or any part thereof, as much in his option after the 
treaty as it was before: the declared intent of the 
article being only to relnove the restraint of the 
Con1pany's guaranty forbidding such resumption, 
but furnishing nothing which could authorize put- 
ting that resu111ption into the hands and power of 
the COlnpany, to be enforced at their discretion. 
And with regard to the other part of the spoil Inade 
by order of the said Hastings, and by him in the let- 
ter aforesaid stated to be made equally against the 
will of the Nabob, nan1ely, that which was comlnitted 
on the personal and movable property of the fell1ale 
parents of the Nabob, nothing whatsoever in relation 
to the san1e is stipulated in the said pretended treaty. 


XXII. That the said Hastings, in asserting that 
he was bound to the acts aforef'aid by public duty, 
and even by national faith, in the very instance in 
which that national faith was by him grossly violated, 
and in justifying hin1self by alleging that he was 
bound to the cO'Jnplete execution by a responsibility 
to the Company \vhich he inunediately served, and 
by asserting that these violent and rapacious pro- 
cecding
, subjecting all persons concerned in thorn 
to obloquy, would be the n1cans of strengthcning 
the conncction of the Nabob with the British United 
Company of 
Ierchants trading to the East Indies, 
did disgrace the authority uuder which he ilnnledi- 
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ately acted. A.nd that the said Hastings, in justify.. 
ing his obligations to the said acts by a responsibility 
to the king, namely, to the King of Great Britain, did 
endeavor to throw upon his ::.\Iajesty, his lawful soyer- 
eign, (w'hose nalne and character 
le was bound to 
respect, and to preserve in estilnation with all per- 
sons, and particularly with the soyereign princes, the 
allies of his government,) the disgrace and odium of 
the aforesaid acts, in which a sovereign prince was 
by hin1, the said Hastings, made an instrun1ent of 
perfidy, wrong, and outrage to two mothers and 
wi\'es of sovereign princes, and in which he did ex- 
hibit to all .Asia (a country ren1arkable for the ut- 
most devotion to parental authority) the spectacle of 
a Christian governor, representing a Christian sover- 
eign, compelling a son to become the instrun1ent of 
such violence and extortion against his own n10ther. 
That the said Warren Hastings, by repeated mes- 
sages and injunctions, and under menaces of "a 
dreadful responsibility," did urge the Resident to a 
completion of this barbarous act; and well knowing 
that such an act would þrobably be resisted, did or- 
der him, the said Resident, to use the British troops 
under his direction for that purpose; and did offer 
the assistance of further forces, urging the execution 
in the follo\ving peremptory terms: " You yourself 
must be personally present
. you HUlst not allo\v any 
negotiation or forbearance, but must prosecute both 
services, until the Begums [princesses] are at the en- 
t.ire mercy of the Nabob." * 


XXIII. That, in conformity to the said peremp- 
tory orders, a party of British and other troops, with 


· 26th Dec., 1781. 
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the Nabob in the ostensible, and the British Resident 
in the real coml11and, were drawn towards the city of 
Fyzabad, in the castle of which city the mother and 
grand1110ther of the Nabob had their residence; and 
after expending two days in negotiation, (the particu- 
lars of which do not app8ar,) the Resident not receiv- 
ing the satisfaction he looked for, the town was first 
stormed, and afterwards the castle; and little or no 
resistance being Blade, and no blood being shed on 
either side, the Dritish troops occupied all the outer 
inclosure of the palace of one of the princesses, and 
blocked up the other.* 


XXIV. That this violent assault, and forcible oc- 
cupation of their houses, and the further extrenlities 
they had to apprehend, did not prevail on the female 
parents of the Nabob to consent to any submission, 
until the Resident sent in unto the111 a letter fronl the 
said 'Varren Hastings,t (no copy of which appears,) 
declaring himself no longer bound by the guaranty, 
and containing such other matter as tended to re- 
move all their hopes, which seemed to be centred in 
British faith. 


XXV. That the chief officers of their household, 
,vho were their treasurers and confidential agents, the 
eunuchs J e\var AU Khân and Behar Ali !{hân, per- 
sons of great eminence, rank, and distinction, ,vho 
had been in high trust and favor with the late Nabob, 
,vere ignonlÏniously put into confinement under an 
inferior officer, in order to extort the discovery of the 
treasures and effects conl111itted to their care and 
fidelity. And the said 
Iiddleton did soon after, that 


* 13th Jan., 1782. 


t 18th Jan., 1782. 
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is to say
 on the 12th of January, 1782, dcliver them 
over for the saIne purpose into the custody of Captain 
Neal Stuart, conunanc1ing the eighth regilncnt, by his 
order given in the following words: "To be kept in 
clt)se and secure confillcillent, adn1Ïtting of no inter- 
course ,vith theIll, excepting by their four n1enial 
servants, who arc authorized to attend them until 
further orders. You will allo\v thelll to have any 
necessary and convenience which may be consistent 
with a strict guard over then1." 


XX""TI. That, in consequence of these severities 
upon herself, and on those "\\
hom she most regarded 
and trusted, the 1110ther of the said Nabob did at 
length consent' to the delivering up of her treasure
, 
and the saIne were paid to the Resident, to the 
alnount of the bond given by the Xabob to the Com- 
pany for his balance of the year 1779 - 80; and the 
said treasure "was taken froIl1 the n10st secret re- 
cesses in the houses of the two eunuchs." 


XXVII. That the Nabob continuing still under 
the pressure of a further pretended debt to the Com- 
pany for his balance of the year 1780 - 81, the Resi- 
dent, not satisfied with the 
eizure of the e
tates and 
treasures of his parents aforesaid, although he, the 
said Resident, did confcs
 that the princess n10t11er 
" had declared, 'With 'apparent frutlt, that she had de- 
livered up the 1.cluJle of the pI.opert!! in hel" hands, ex- 
ccpting goods which frolll the cxperience which he, 
the Residcnt, had of the small produce of the sales of 
a former paYlnent Inade hy her in that nlode he did 
refuse, and that in his opinion it certainly ,yotlld have 
an10unted to little or nothing," did procced to extort 
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another great SHin of money, that is to say, the Rum 
of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds sterling, 
on account of the last pretended balance aforesaid: 
in order, therefore, to cOlnpel the said n1Ïnisters and 
treasurers eithet: to distress theil
 principals Ly extort- 
ing whatever valuable substance Inight by any possi- 
bility relnaill concealed, or to furnish the said sum 
froln their own estates or froln their credit with their 
friends, did order their Ï1nprisonlnent to be aggravat- 
ed with circumstances of great cruelty, giving an 
order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated 20th 
.January, 1782, in the following words. 


XXVIII. "SIR, - When this note is delivered to 
you by Hoolas Roy, I have to desire that you order 
the two prisoners to be put in irons, keeping thenl from 
all food, Ø"c., agreeable to my instructions of yesterday. 
(Signed) "NATH L 
IIDDLETON." 


XXIX. That by the said unjust and rigorous pro- 
ceeding the said eunuchs were cOlnpelled to give their 
engagenlent for the paYl11ent of one hundred and twen- 
ty thousand pounds sterling aforesaid, to be c01l1pleted 
within the period of one month; but after th.ey had 
entered into the said cOlnpulsory engagement, they 
were still kept in close ÏlnpriSOnll1ent, and the l110ther 
and grandlnother of the Nabob were thenlselves held 
under a strict guard, - although, at the same tilne, 
the confiscated estates were actually in the CUlnpallY's 
possession, and found to exceed the an10un t of what 
they were rated at in the general list of confiscated 
estates,* and although the Assistant Resident, John- 
son, did confess, "that the object of distressing the 
. Letter from Mr. Middleton, 2d Feb., 1782. 
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Bhow Bcguln was 111erely to obtain a ready-'}noney in- 
stead of a dilatory paynleut, and that this ready-u10ney 
payment, if not paid, was recoverable in the course 
of a few 1110nths upon the jaghires ill his possession, 
and that therefore it was not wurth proceeding to any 
extremities, beyond the one described," (namely, the 
confinelnent of the princesses, and the Ï1nprisonment 
and fettering of their ministers,) "upon so respecta- 
ble a fan1Ïly." * 


xxx. That, after the surrender of the treasure, 
and the passing the bonds and obligations given as. 
aforesaid, the Resident having been strictly ordered by 
the said \\ arren Hastings not to make any settlen1ent 
what
oeter .with the said WOlnen of high rank, the N a- 
bob ,vas induced to leave the city of Fyzabad without 
taking leave of his 1110ther, or showing her any mark 
of duty or civility. And on the saIne day the Resi- 
dent left the city aforesaid; and after his return to 
Lucknov{, in order to pacify the said Ha
tings, who 
appeared to resent that the 
abob was not urged to 
greater degrees of rigor than those hitherto used to- 
wards his 1110ther, he, the said Resident, did, in his 
letter of the 6th February, gi\e hinl an assurance ill 
the following words: - "I shall, as you direct, use 
IHY influence to dissuade his Excellency fron1 con- 
cluding any settlernent until I have your further com- 
111allds. " 


XXXI. That the paYlnent of the bond last e:\.tort- 
ed fron1 the eunuchs was soon after cOln111enced, and 
the grandillother, as well as the mother, ,vere no,v 
cOlllpelled to deliver what they declared was the extent 
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of the 'whole of both their possessions, including do,vn 
to their table utensils
. which, as the Resident adlnit- 
ted, "thoy had beon and were still delivering, and 
that no proof had yet been obtained of their having 
more." 


XXXII. That bullion, jewels, and goods, to the 
alnount of five hundred thousand pound
 and up- 
wards, were actually received by the Residcnt for the 
use of the COlnpany before the 23d of February, 
1782; and there remained on the'said extorted bond 
no 1110re than about twenty-five thousand pounds, ac- 
cording to the staten1ent of the eunuchs, and not above 
fifty thousand according to that Inade by the Resident. 


XXXIII. That, in this advanced state of the de- 
livery of the extorted treasure, the 111inistcrs of the 
W0111en aforesaid of the reigning falnily did apply to 
Captain Leonard Jaques, nnder whose custody they 
were confined, to be infol'lned of the deficiency with 
which they stood charged, that they Inight endeavor, 
with the assistance of their friends, to provide for the 
saIne, and praying that they might through his n1edi- 
ation be freed from the hardships they suffcred under 
their confinement: to which application they received 
an insolent answer from the said Richard Johnson, 
dated February 27th, 1782, declaring that part of 
what he had received iu payment was in jc,vels aHd 
bullion, and that more than a Inouth, the tÎ1ne fixed 
for the final payment, would elapse before he could dis- 
pose of the saIne, - in
i
ting upon a readY-lnoney pay- 
111ent, and assuring theln " that the day on which their 
agreement expired he should be indispensably obliged 
to reCOnllnCllCe severities upon theIn, until the last 
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farthing was fully paid." And in order to add to 
their terrors and hardships, as well as to find sonle 
pretext for the further cruel and inlllunan acts intend- 
ed, an apparently groundless and injurious charge 
was suggested to the imprisoned Ininisters aforesaid 
in the following words. " You may also mention to 
them, that I have reason to suspect that the com 
Inotions raised by Bulbudder have not been without 
their suggestion and abetnlent, which, if proved upon 
them, in addition to the probable breach of their agree- 
ment, will Inake their situation very desperate." 


XXXIV. That 011 the receipt of the said letter, 
that is, on the 2d 
Iarch, the 111inisters aforesaid did 
aver, that they were not able to obtain cash in lieu of 
the jewels and other effects, but that, if the goods 
were sold, and they released fronl their confineulent, 
and permitted (as they have before requested) to go 
abroad anlong their friends, they could soon lllake 
good the deficiency; and they did absolutely deny 
" that .they had any hand in the cOlnnlotions raised by 
Bulbudder, or any kind of correspondence with him 
or his adherents." 


xxxv. That the prisoners aforesaid did shortly 
after, that is to say, on the 13th. 
Iarch, a third time 
renew their application to Nathaniel )Iiddleton, Es- 
quire. the Resident, and did request that the jewels 
relnaining in his, the said Resident's, hands, towards 
the payment of the balance renlaining, " might be val- 
ued by four or five eminent l1lerchallts, )Ius
uhnen 
and Hindoos, upon oath," and that, if any balance 
should afterwards appear, they would upon their re- 
lease get their friends to advance the saIne; and they 
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did again represent the hardship of their imprison
 
ment, and pray for relief; and did again assert that 
the imputations thrown upon them by the said Rich- 
ard Johnson were false and groundless, - " that they 
had no kind of intercourse, either directly or indirect- 
ly, with th
 authors of the commotions alluded to, and 
that they did stake their lives upon the smallest proof 
thereof being brought." 


XXXVI. That, instead of their receiving any an- 
swer to any of the aforesaid reasonable propositions, 
concerning either the account stated, or the crimes 
imputed to them, or any relief from the hardships 
they suffered, he, the Resident, l\fiddleton, did, on the 
18th of the said month, give to the officer ,vho had 
supplicated in favor of the said prisoners an order in 
which he declared himself "under the disagreeable 
necessity of recurring to severities to enforce the said 
paYlnent, and that this is therefore to desire that you 
in1mediately cause the111 to be put in irons, and keep 
them so until I s11all arrive at Fyzabad to take further 
measures as may be necessary": which order being 
received at Fyzabad the day after it was given, the 
said eunuchs were a second time thrown into irons. 
And it appears that (probably in resentment for the 
hun1ane representations of the said Captain Jaques) 
the Resident did refuse to pay for the fetters, and 
other contingent charges of the in1prisonment of the 
said ministers of the Nabob's mother, when at the 
same time very liberal contingent allowances ,vere 
Inade to other officers; and the said Jaques did 
strongly remonstrate against the saIne as follows. 
" Yon have also ordered 1110 to put tho prisoners in 
irons: this' I have done; yet, as I have no business 
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to purchase fetters, or supply theln any other way, it 
is but reasonable that you should order me to be re- 
imbursed. .And why should I add anything lnore? 
A late comlllander at this place, I am told, draws 
near as many thou
ands 1l1011Ìhly contingencies as my 
trifling letter for hundreds. However, if you cannot 
get nlY bill paid, be so obliging as to return it. and 
give lne an opportunity of declaring to the world that 
I believe I am the first officer in the Company's ser- 
vice who has suffered in his property by an independ- 
ent cOlnmand." 


XXXVII. That, in about two months after the 
said prisoners had continued in irons in the manner 
afor
said, the officer on guard, in a letter of the 18th 
J\Iay, did represent to the Resident as follo"rs. " The 
prisoners, Behar and J ewar Ali Khân, who seelll to 
be very sickly, have requested their irons might be 
taken off for a few days, that they nlight take nledi- 
cine, and walk about the garden of the place where 
they are confined. Now, as I am sure they 'will be 
equally secure without their irons a
 with thein, I think 
it lllY duty to inform you of this request: I desire 
to know your pleasure concerning it." To which 
letter the said officer did receive a direct refusal, 
dated 22d 
Iay, 1782, in the following words. "I am 
sorry it is not in Iny power to COlllply with your pro- 
posal of easing the prisoners for a few days of their 
fetters. )Iuch as my hunlanity lllay be touched by 
their sufferings. I should think it inexpedient to afford 
theln any alleviation ,vhile they persist in a breach of 
their contract "rith nle: and, indeed, no indulgence 
can be shown thcln without the authority of the X a- 
bob, who, instead of consenting to moderate the rigors 
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of their situation, would be most ,villing to multiply 
them" : - endeavoring to join the Nabob, 'VhOlll he 
well knew to be reluctant in the ,vhole proceeding, 
as a party in the cruelties by which, through the 
mediulll of her servants, it was intended to coerce. 
his 1110ther. 


XXX,TIII. That the said Resident, in a few days 
after, that is to say, on the 1st June, 1782, in a letter 
to l\Iajor Gilpin, in comlnand at Fyzabad, did order 
the account, as by himself stated, to be read to the 
prisoners, and, without taking any notice of their pro- 
posal concerning the valuation of the effects, or their 
denial of the offences ilnputed to them, to delnand a 
positive answer relative to the payment, and, " upon 
receiving from them a negative or unsatisfactory re- 
ply, to infornl theIll, that, all further negotiation be- 
ing at an end, they must prepare for their removal to 
Lucknow, where they would be caned upon to answer 
not only their recent breach of faith and solenln en- 
gagelnent, but also to atone for other heavy offences, 
the punishment of which, as had frequently been sig- 
nified to theIn, it was in their power to have lnitigated 
by a proper acquittal of themselves in this transac- 
tion." By which insinuations concerning the pre- 
tended offences of the said unhappy persons, and the 
manner by which they were to atone for the sanIe, 
and by their never having been specifically and direct- 
ly made, it dqth appear that the said crimes and of- 
fences were charged for the purpose of extorting 111011- 
ey, and not upon principles or for the ends of justice. 


XXXIX. That, after some ineffectual negotiations 
to make the prisoners pay the money, which it does 
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not appear to have been in their power to pay, they 
were again threatened by the Resident, in a letter to 
l\Iajor Gilpin, datcd 9th J nne, 1782, in the following 
ter1115. "I ,vish you to explain once. Inore to the 
prisoners the imprudence and folly of their conduct 
in forcing Ine to a measure ,,
hich must be attended 
'with consequences so very serious to theIn, and that, 
when once they are reilloved to Luckno"
, it \villnot 
be in IllY power to show thenl 111ercy, or to stand he- 
tw'een then1 and the vengeance of the Nabob. .Advise 
them to reflect seriously upon the unhappy situation 
in which they .will be involved in one case, and the 
relief it will be in my power to procure them in the 
other; and let theill make their option." 


XL. That he, the said Resident, did also, at the 
san1e time, receive a letter from the princess lllother, 
which letter does not appear, but to which only the 
following insolent return was !llade, - that is to say: 
" The letter from the Bho\v Begun1 is no ways satis- 
factory, and I cannot think of returning an answer 
to it. Indeed, all correspondence between the Be- 
glUll and Ille has long been stopped; and I request 
you ,,
ill be pleased to inform her that I by no lneans 
wish to resume it, or to maintain any friendly inter- 
course with her, until she has made good my claim 
upon her for the balance due." 


XLI. That, in consequence of these threats, and 
to prevent a separåtion of the nlinisters from their 
mistresses, several plans for the payn1ent of the bal- 
ance 'were offered, both Ly the 1110ther of the X abob 
and the prisoners, to w.hich no other objection appears 
to have been made than the length of tilHe required 
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by the parties to discharge the comparatively small 
remainder of the extorted bond: the officer on COlll- 
mand declaring, that, confonnable to his instructions, 
he could not receive the same. * 


XLII. That the prisoners were actually removed 
from the city of their residence to the city of Luck- 
now, where they arrived on the 24th of June, 1782, 
and ,vere on the next day threatened vvith severities, 
" to make them discover where the balance nlight be 
procurable." And on the 28th, it should seenl, that 
the severities for the purpose aforesaid were inflicted, 
at least upon one of theln; for the .Assistant Resi- 
dent, Johnson, did on that day write to Captain 
"\\r augh, the officer cOlnmallding the guard, the letter 
follo,ving, full of disgrace to the honor, justice, and 
hunlanity of the British nation. 


XLIII. "SIR, - The Nabob having determined to 
inflict corporal punÙ;hment upon the priso'Ylers under 
your guard, this is to desire that his officers, when 
they shall come, may have free access to the prison- 
ers, and be permitted to do with the1n as they shall see 
proper, only taking care that they leave then1 always 
under your charge." ' 


XLIV. That the said Richard Johnson djd, fur- 
ther to terrify the prisoners, and to extort by all ways 
the rcn1ainder of the said unjust, oppressive, and ra- 
pacious delnand, threaten to remåve thenl out of the 
Nabob's donlÌnions into the castle of Churnagur, ill 
order forever to separate thenl from their principals, 
and deprive both of their reciprocal protection and 


.. Major Gilpin's Letter, 15th June, 1782. 
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services,. - and did order a further guard to be put 
on the palace of the gl'andnlother of the Nabob, an 
ally of the COInpany, and to prevent the entrance of 
the provisions to her, (,vhich order relative to the 
gnard only was executed,) and did use sundry Ull- 
worthy and insulting menaces bqth with regard to 
herself and to her principal nlinisters. t 


XLV. That a proposal was soon after made by 
the said princess and her daughter-in-law, praying 
that their ministers aforesaid should be returned to 
Fyzabad, and offering to raise a sum of money on 
that condition;.:I: as also that they would remove 
froln one of their palaces, ",'"hilst the English were 
to be pernlitted to search the other.s But the As- 
sistant Resident, Johnson, did, instead of a compli- 
. 
ance with the former of these propositions, send the 
following orders, dated 23d J nly, 1782, to the officer 
cOInnlanding the guard on the Ininisters aforesaid: 
" SOlne violent demands having been nlade for the re- 
lease of the prisoners, it is necessary that every pos- 
sible precaution he taken for their security; you will 
therefore be pleased to be very strict in guarding 
thenl; and I herewith send another paÚ. of fetters to 
be added to those noll' ttlpOn the prisoners." And in 
answer to the second proposition, the said Resident 
did reply in the following terIns: "The proposal of 
evacuating one palace, that it may be searched, and 
then evacuating the next, upon the same principle, is 
apparently fair; but it is well known, in the first 
place, that such bricked-up or otherwise hidden treas- 


· 
Ir. Johnson's Letter, 9th JulYt 1782. 
t :1\Iajor Gilpin's Letter, 6th July, 1782. 

 
Ir. Johnson's Letter, 22d July, 1782. 


t Ibid., 4th July, 1782. 



426 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


ure is not to be hit upon in a day ,yithout a guide. 
r have therefore infonned the N aboL of this proposal, 
and, if the 111atter is to be reduced to a search, he will 
go himself, \vith such people a
 he may possess for 
inforlnation, together with the prisoners; and \vhen 
in possession of the ground, by punishing the prisoners, 
or by such other 'Jneans as he 'Jnay find 'J7wst 
fJeet1lal 
to forward a successful search upon the spot, he will 
avail himself of the proposal made by the Bhow Be- 
gUln." 


XLVI. That, probably fron1 the Nabob's known 
and avowed reluctance to lend hiu1self to the perpe- 
tration of the oppressive and iniquitous proceedings 
of the representative of the British govenunent, the 
scandalous plan aforesaid ,vas not carried into execu- 
tion; and all the rigors practised upon the chief nlin- 
isters of the ladies aforesaid at Lucknow being found 
ineffectual, and the princess mother having declared 
herself ready to deliver up everything valuable in 
her possession, which Behar Ali Khân, one of her 
confidential ministers aforesaid, only could COlne at, 
the said change of prison was agreed to, - but not 
until the Nabob's mother aforesaid had engaged to 
pay for the said change of prison a SUlll of ten thou- 
sand pounds, (one half of which was paid on the re- 
turn of the eunuchs,) and that " she would ransack 
the zenanah [women's apartments] for kincobs, mns- 
lins, clothes, &c., &c., &c., and that she would even 
allow a deduction fronl the anLlual allowance lnade to 
her for her subsistence in lieu of her jaghire." * 


XL'TIl. That, soon after the return of the aforesaid 


. J\fajor Gilpin's Letters, 16th June and 15th Sept., 1782. 
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ministers to the place of their imprisonluent at Fyz- 
abad, bonds for the five thousand pounds aforesaid, 
and goods, estiluatcd, according to the valuation of a 
n1erchant appointed to value the same, at the sum 
of forty thousand pounds, even allow'Ìng them to sell 
greatly under their value, were delivered to the com- 
11landing officer at Fyzabad; and the said comlnand- 
ing officer did promise to the Begun1 to visit Luck- 
now wi th such proposals as he hoped would secure 
the s'inall balance of fifteen thousand pounds remain- 
ing of the unjust exaction aforesaid. * But the said 
Resident, l\liddleton, did, in his letter of the 17th of 
the said Ill01lth, positively refuse to listen to any 
ter111S before the final discharge of the whole of the 
den1and, and did positively forbid the coml11anding 
officer to come to Lucknow to make the proposal \ 
aforesaid in the terms following. " As it is not possi- 
ble to listen to any terms frol11 the Begun1s before 
the final discharge of their conditional agreement for 
fifty-five lacs, your con1ing here upon such an agency 
can only be loss of tÍJne in completing the recovery 
of the balance of 6,55,000, for which your regiment 
was sent to Fyzabad. I must therefore desire you 
will leave no efforts, gentle or harsh, unattel11pted to 
con1plete this, before you move fron1 Fyzabad; and I 
am very anxious that this should be as soon as possi- 
ble, as I want to ernploy your regiment upon other emer- 
gent service, now suffering by every delay." 


XL VIII. That the goods aforesaid were sent to 
Lucknow, and disposed of in a manner unknown; 
and the harsh and oppressive measures aforesaid being 
still continued, the Begum did, about the middle of 


· 
Major Gilpin's Letter, 15th Sept., 1782. 
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October, 1782, cause to be represented to the said 
Middleton as follows. .' That her situation was truly 
pitiable, - her estate sequestered, her treasury ran- 
sacked, her cojahs prisoners, and her servants de- 
serting daily from want of subsistence. That she 
had solicited the loan of money, to satisfy the de- 
mands of the Company, froin every person that she 
Ïlnagined would or could assist her with any; but 
that the opulent would not listen to her adversity. 
She had hoped that the wardrobe sent to LucknO"w 
might have sold for at least one half of the COlnpany's 
delnands on her; but even jewelry and goods, she 
finds from .woful experience, lose their value the 
moment it is known they COlne from her. That she 
had now 80licited the loan of cash from Ahnas AU 
, Khân, and if she failed in that application, she had 
no hopes of ever borrowing a sum equal to the de- 
mand" : * - an hope not likely to be realized, as the 
said Almas Ali was then engaged for a SUlll of mon- 
ey to be raised for the Company's use on the securi- 
ty of their confiscated lands, the restoration of which 
could form the only apparent security for a loan. 


XLIX. That this remonstrance produced no effect 
on the n1ind of the aforesaid Resident, - \vho, being 
about this time removed from his Residency, did, in 
a 
etter to his successor, 
ir. Bristow, dated 23d Oc- 
tober, 1782, in effect recommend a perseverance in 
the cruel and oppressive restraints aforesaid as a cer- 
tain n1ean
 of recovering the remainder of the extort- 
ed bouù, and that the lands with 'which the princesses 
aforesaid had been endowed should not be restored to 
theine 


* 
fajor Gilpin's Letter, 19th Oct., 1782. 
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L. That the said "arren Hastings was duly ap- 
prised of all the material circlunstallces in the unjust 
proceedings aforesaid, but did nothing to stop the 
course they were in, or to prevent, relieve, or nlitigate 
the sufferings of the parties affected by theln: on the 
contrary, he did, in his letter of the 25th of January, 
1782, to the Resident, :lliddleton, declare, that the K a- 
bob having consented to the" resumption of the jag- 
hires held by the Begums; and to the confiscation of 
their treasures, and thereby involved nlY ü\vn name 
. and the credit of the Company in a participation of 
both measures, I have a right to require and insist on 
the cornplete execution of theJJl
. and I look to you for 
their execution, declaring that I shall hold you ac- 
countable for it." And it appears that he did write 
to the Nabob a letter in the sanle perenlptory manner; 
but the said letter has been suppressed. 


LI. That he, the said Hastings, further did mani- 
fest the concern he took in, and the encouragement 
which he gave to the proceedings aforesaid, by confer- 
ring honors and distinctions upon the Ininisters of the 
Nabob, whom he, the Nabob, did consider as having 
in the said proceedings disobeyed him and betrayed 
hinl, and as instrulnents in the dishonor of his fan1Ïly 
and the usurpation of his authority. That the said 
ministers did lnake addresses to the said Hastings for 
that purpose (which addresses the said Hastings hath 
suppressed); and the Resident, 
liddleton, did, with 
his letter of the 11th of February, 1782, translnit the 
saIne, and did in the said letter acquaint the ::;aid 
Hastings "that the nlÍnisters of the Nabob had in- 
curred much oditun on account of their participation 
in his Ineasures, and that they were not only consid- 


. 
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ered hy the party of the dispossessed jaghiredars, and 
the mother and uncle of the Nabob, but by the Nabob 
hi1nself, as the dependants of the English governnzent, 
'which they certainly are, and it is by its declared and 
most obvious support alone that they can Inaintain the 
authority and influence which is indispensably ne- 
cessary." And the said 
Iiddleton did therefore rec- 
ommend "that they should be honored with some 
testin10ny of his [the said IIastings's] approbation and 
favor." And he, the said Warren Hastings, did send 
kellauts, or robes of honor, (the 1110st public and dis- 
tinguished mode of acknowledging Inerit known in 
India,) to the said ministers, in testimony of his ap- 
probation of their late services. 


LII. That the said Hastings did not only give the 
aforesaid public encouragement to the ministers of the 
Nabob to betray and insult their master and his fan1- 
ily in the manner aforesaid, but, when the said Nabob 
did write several letters to him, the said IIastings, ex- 
pressive of his dislike of being used as an instrument 

 in the dishonorable acts aforesaid, and refusing to be 
further concerned therein, he, the said 'Varrcn IIast- 
ings, did not only suppress and hide the said letters 
from the vie\v of the Court of Directors, but in his 
instructions to the Resident, Bristo\v, did attribute 
theu1 to Hyder Beg Khân, minister to the Nabob, 
(whon1 in other respects he did before and ever since 
support against his master,) aud did express hin1self 
with great scorn and conten1pt of the said Nabob, and 
with llluch asperity again8t the 
aid nlinister: affirnl- 
iug, in proud and insolent ten11S, that he had, " by an 
abuse of his influence over the Nabob, - he, the Na- 
bob hÌlllself, being (as he ever must be in the hands of 
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80rne person) a 1nere cipher in his [the said minister's], 
- dared to nlake hinl [the X abob] (()iSllme a very 
unbecoming tone of refusal, reproach, and resenhnent, 
in oppo
ition to 1neaSllres 'recoï1unended by .1JIE, and 
even to acts done by .JIY authority": the said Hast- 
ings, in the instruction aforesaid, particularizing the 
resulllption of the jaghires, and the confiscation of 
the treasures that had been so long suffered to 1'e- 
lnain in the hands of his, the Nabob's, lllother. But 
the letters of the X abob, which in the said instructions 
he refers to as con taining an opposition to the nleas- 
ures reconllnended by hiln, and ,vhich he asserts ,vas 
conveyed in a very unbeconling tone of refu
al, re- 
proach, and resentInent, he, the said Hastings, bath 
criminally withheld frolll the COlllpany, contrary to 
their orders, and to his duty, - and the nlore, as the 
said letters nlu
t tend to show in ,vhat manner the 
said Sabob did feel the indignities offered to his 
1nothor, and the lnanner in which the said 111inisters, 
notwith
tanding their known dependence on the Eng- 
lish governrnent, did express their sense of the part 
which their :sovereign was cOlnpelled to act in the said 
disgraceful Inca
ures. And in further instructions to 
hiln, the said new Resident, he did declare his ap- 
probation of the evil acts aforesaid, as well as his res- 
olution of cOlnpelling the X abob to those rigorous 
proceedings against his parcn t froln which he had 
long fShown hinl
elf so very averse, in the following 
.words. "The severities .which havc been increased 
towartb the Begums were lno
t ju
tly lnerited hy the 
advantage ,\rhich they took of the troublcf-' in which I 
,vas personally involved last year, to create a rebellion 
in the 
abob's government, and to conlplcte the ruin 
which they thought was Ï1npending on ours. If it is 
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the Nabob's desire to forget and to forgive their past 
offences, I have no objection to his allowing thenl, iu 
pension, the lloluiual al110unt of thúir jaghires; but if 
he shall ever offer to restore their jaghires to theIn, or 
to give theul any property in land, after the warning 
which they have given hill1 by the dangerous aLuse 
which they forlnerly ulade of his indulgence, you 
must reUlonstrate in the strongest tenus against it; 
you must not permit such an event to talce place, until 
this goverUulent shall have received inforulation of it, 
and shall have had tinle to interpose its influenc
 for 
the prevention of it." And the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings, ,vho did in the nlanner afol'esaid positively refuse 
to adn1Ît the Nabob to restore to his nlother and grand- 
nlother any part of their landed estates for their luain- 
tenance, did ,veIl know that the revenues of the said 
Nabob were at that tinle so far applied to the denlands 
of the Company, (by him, the said 'Varren IIastillgs, 
aggravated beyond the ,vhole of ,vhat they did pro- 
duce,) or were otherwise so far applied to the purposes 
of several of the servants of the Conlpany, and others, 
the dependants of hiln, the said flastings, that none 
of the pensions or allowances, a
signed by the said 
Nabob in lieu of the estates confiscated, were paid, 
or were likely. to' be discharged, with that punctu- 
ality which was necessary evell to the scanty subsist- 
ence of the persons to which they were in nanle and 
appearance applied. For, 


LIII. That, so early as the 6th 
farch, 1782, Cap- 
tain Leonard Jaques, who comluanded the forces on 
duty for the purpose of distressing the several wonl- 
en in the palaces at Fyzaba'tl, did conlplain to the 
Resident, Richard Johnson, in the following words. 
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"The WOlllell belonging to the Khord )Iohul (or les- 
ser palace) cOlnplain of their being in want of every 
necessary of life, and are at last driven to that des 4 
peration that they at night get on the top of the ze. 
nanah, make a great disturbance, and last night not 
only alanned the sentinels posted in the garden, but 
threw dirt at thelll; they threatén to throw them- 
selves fronl the walls of the zenanah, and also to 
break out of it. Hunlanity obliges me to acquaint 
you of this luatter, and to request to know if you 
ha,e any directions to give Ine concerning it. I also 
beg leave to acquaint you I sent for Letafit Ali Khâll, 
the cojah .who has the charge of them, and who in-- 
forms me it is well grounded, - that they have sold' 
ever!Jtldng they had, even to the clothes frr01n tltei)" backs,. 
and noUJ have no means of subsisting." 


LIV. That the distresses of the said won1en grew 
so urgent on the night of the said t3th of )'Iarch, the 
day when the letter above recited was written, that 
Captain Leonard Jaques aforesaid did think it neces- 
sary to write again, on the day following, to the Brit- 
ish Resident in the follo,ving words. "I beg leave 
to address you again concerning the WOlnell in the 
Khord )loh ul [the lesser palace] . Their behavior last 
night was so furious, that there seenled the greatest 
proLability of their proceeding to the utterlnost ex- 
trenÜties, and that they would eithel" throw themselves 
.lro77
 the 'ii-'aUs or force open the doors of the zellanah. 
I have luade every inquiry concerning the cause of 
their conlplaillts, and find from Letafit Ali Khân 
that they are in a starving condition, having 80ld all 
their clothe
 and nece
saries, and nou' have not U'here- 
u:ithal to support nature
. and as 111Y instructions are 
VOL. YIII. 28 
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quite silent on this head, I should be glad to know 
how to proceed, in case they were to force the doors 
of the zenanah, as I su::;pect it will happen, should no 
subsistence be very quickly sent to then1." 


LV. That, in consequence of these representations, 
it 3ppears that the said Resident, Richard Johnson, 
did prolnise that an application should be made to 
certain of the servants of the N ahob Vizier to provide 
for their subsistence. 


LVI. That Captain Jaques being relieved fron1 the 
duty of ilnprisoning the won1en of Sujah ul Dowlah, 
the late sovereign of Oude, an ally of the COlnpany, 
who dwelt in the said lesser palace, and Major Gilpin 
being appointed to succeed, the saIne lnalicions de- 
sign of destroying tbe said 'von1en, or the saIne scan- 
dalous neglect of their preservation and subsistence, 
did still continue; and 
lajor Gilpin found it neces- 
sary to apply to the new Resident, Bristow, in a let- 
ter of the 30th of October, 1782, as follows. 


LVII. "SIR, - Last night, about eight o'clock, the 
WOlnen in the Khol'd 
Iohul [ lesser palace] or zena- 
nah [wolnen's apartn1ent] under the charge of Leta- 
fit Ali I
hân, asselnbled on the tops of the buildings, 
crying in a most lrtmcntable 'Jnanner for food, - t!-tat for 
tlte last four days they had got but a very scanty allow- 
ance, and that yesterdtlY tltey had got none. 


LVIII. "The 'melancholy cries of fan
ine are more 
easily imagined than described: and fron1 their repre- 
sentation I fear the Nabob's agents for that business 
are very inattentive. I therefore think it requisite to 
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make you acquainted with the circun1stancp, that his 
Excellency, the Nabob, may cause his agents to be 
more circumspect in their conduct towards these poor 
unhappy women." 


LIX. That, although the Resident, Bristow, did 
not then think himself authorized to remove the 
guard, he did apply to the 111inister of the Kabob, 
,vho did pron1ise some relief to the women of the latc 
Nabob, confined in the lesser palace; but apprehend- 
ing, with reason, that the minister aforesaid might 
not be more ready or active in 111aking the necessary 
provision for them than on former occasions, he did 
render himself personally responsible to ::\Iajor Gilpin 
for the repayn1ent of any sum, equal to one thousand 
pounds sterling, which he might procure for the sub- 
sistence of the sufferers. But whatever relief was 
given, (the amount thereof not appearing,) the san1e 
was soon exhausted; and the number of persons to be 
111aintained in the said lesser palace being eight hun- 
dred women, the women of the late sovereign, Snjah 
ul Duwlah, and several of the younger children of the 
said sovereign prince, besides their attendants, :ßlajor 
Gilpin was obliged, on the 15th of N oven1ber follow- 
ing, again to address the Resident by a representa- 
tion of this tenor. 


" SIR, - The repeated cries of the women in the 
Khord 
Iohul Zenanah for subsistence have been truly 
melancholy. 


LX. "They beg most piteously for liberty, that they 
may ean
 thei1. daily bread by laborious servitude, 0]. to 
be relieved fl'onl tlzeÚ. 'Jniser:lJ b.lJ imnlediate death. 
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LXI. "In consequence of their unhappy situation, 
I have this day. taken the liberty of dra-wing on you 
in favor of Ramllaraill, at ten days' sight, for twenty 
Son Kerah rupees, ten thousand of which I have paid 
to Cojah Letafit Ali Khân, under whose charge that 
zenanah is." 


LXII. That, notwithstanding all the promises and 
reiterated engagen1ents of the minister, Hyder Beg 
Khân, the ladies of the palace aforesaid fell again 
into extren1e distress; and the Resident did again 
cOlnplain to the said n1inister, who was considered to 
be, and really and substantially was, the lninister of 
the Governor-General, Warren Hastings, aforesaid, 
and not of the Nabob, (the said Nabob being, accord- 
ing to the said Hastings's own account, "a cipher 
in his [the said minister's] hands,") that the funds 
allowed for their subsistence were not applied to 
their support. But notwithstanding all these repeat- 
ed complaints and remonstrances, and the constant 
pron1ise of amendment on the part of his, the said 
Hastings's, Ininister, the supply was not more plenti- 
ful or mOre regular than before. 


LXIII. That the said Resident, Bristow, finding 
by experience the inefficacy of the courses which had 
been pursued with regard to the n10ther and grand- 
Dlother of the reigning prince of Qude, and having 
received a report from Major Gilpin, in
orrlling hin1 
that all which could be done by force had been done, 
and that the only hope which ren1ained for realizing 
the remainder of the money, unjustly exacted as 
aforesaid, lay in 1110re lenient methods,* he, the said 


. Major Gilpin's Letter, 18 Nov., 1782. 
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Resident, did, of his own authority, order the re- 
moval of the guard from the palaces, the troops be- 
ing long and much wanted for the defence of the fron- 
tier, and other Inaterial services, - and did release 
the said ministers of the said women of rank, who 
had been confined and put in irons, and variously 
distressed and persecuted, as aforerecited, for near 
t\velve months.* 


. 


LXIV. That the manner in which the said inhu- 
man acts of rapacity and violence ,vere felt, both by 
the women of high rank concerned, and by all the 
people, strongly appears in the joy expressed on their 
release, \vhich took place on the 5th of December, 
1782, and is stated in two letters of that date from 

Iajor Gilpin to the Resident, in the words follo\ving. 


LXV. "I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2d instant, and in consequence inlmedi- 
ately enlarged the prisoners Behar Ali Khân and 
J ewar Ali I{hân from their confinement: a circum- 
stance that gave the Begums, and the city of Fyzabad 
in general, the greatest satisfaction. 


LXVI. "In tears of joy Behar and Jewar Ali 
Khân expressed their sincere acknowledgments to 
the Governor-General, his Excellency the Nabob 
Vizier, and to you, Sir, for restoring theln to that 
invaluable. blessing, liberty, for which they .would 
ever retain the most grateful remelnbrance; and at 
their request I translnit you the inclosed letters. 


LXVII. "I wish you had been present at the en- 


,. 
Ir. Bristow's Letter, 2d Dec., 1782. 
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largement of the prisoners. The quivering lips, with 
the tears of joy stealing down the poor men's cheeks, 
was a scene truly affecting. 


.. 


LXVIII. "If the prayers of these poor men ,vill 
ayail, you ,vill, at the LAST TRUl\lP, be translated to the 
l1appiest regions in heaven." 


LXIX. And the Resident, Bristow, knowing how 
acceptable the said proceeding would be to all the 
people of Oude, and the neighboring independent 
countries, did generously and politically, (though not 
truly,) in his letter to the princess mother attribute 
the said relief given to herself, and the release of her 
ministers, to the humanity of the said Warren Hast- 
ings, agre-eably to whose orders he pretended to act: 
asserting, that he, the said Hastings, "was the spring 
from whence she was restored to her dignity and con- 
sequence." * And the account of the proceedings 
aforesaid was regularly transn1Ïtted to the said War- 
ren Hastings on the 30th of December, 1782, with the 
reasons and motives thereto, and a copy of the report 
of the officer concerning the inutility of further force, 
attended ,vith sundry documents concerning the fam- 
ishing, and other treatll1ent, of the WOll1en and chil- 
dren of the late sovereign: but the same appear to 
have ll1ade no proper impression on the ll1ind of the 
said Warren Hastings; for no answer whatsoever ,vas 
giyen to the said letter until the 3d of 
Iarch, 1783, 
,vhC-ll the said llastings, writing in his own character 
and that of the Council, did entirely pass by all the 
circulnstances before recited, but did give directioHs 
for the renewal of measures of the like nature and 


· Mr. Bristow's Letter, 12 Dec., 1782. 
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tendency with those which (for several of the last 
nlonths at least of the said proceeding) had been em- 
ployed .with so little advantage to the interest and 
with so nluch injury to the reputation of the Company, 
his nlastert', in ,,
hose naine he acted, - expressing 
binlself in the said letter of the 3d of 
Iarch, 1783, 
as follows: ""... e desire you will infornl us what 
means have been taken for recovering the balance 
[the pretended balance of the extorted nloney] due 
fronl the Begums [princesses] at Fyzabad; and if ne- 
cessary, you nlust recoInnlcnd it to the ,-rizier to en- 
force tlte 'nwst effectual 'f)leans for that purpose." .And 
the Resident did, in his ans,ver to the board, dated 
31st )Iarch, 1783, on this perenlptory order, again 
detail the particulars aforesaid to the said Warren 
Hastings, referring hiln to his former correspondence, 
stating the utter inlpossibility of proceeding further 
by force, and nlentioning certain other disgraceful 
and oppressive circunlstances, and in particular, that 
the Conlpany did not, in plundering the nlother of the 
reigning prince of her wearing apparel and beasts of 
carriage, receive a value in the least equal to the loss 
she suffered: the elephants having no buyer but the 
Nabob, and the clothes, which had last been delivered 
to )Iiddleton at a valuation of thirty thousand pounds, 
'were so dainaged by ill keeping in w'arehouses, that 
they could not be sold, even for six nlonths' credit, at 
much more than about eight thousand pounds; by 
which a loss in a single article was incurred of twenty- 
two thousand pounds out of the fifty, for the recovery 
of which (supposing it had been a just debt) such rig- 
orous Ineans had been employed, after having actually 
received upwards of five hundred thousand pounds in 
value to the Company, and extorted much more in 
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loss to the suffering individuals. And the said Bris- 
tow, being ,vell acquainted with the ulllnerciful teln- 
per of the said Hastings, ill order to leave no lneans 
untried to appease hin), not contented with the let- 
ter to the Governor-General and Council, did on the 
same day write another letter to hÙn pa1.ticularly, 
in which he did urge several argtunents, the neces- 
sity of using of 'which to the said Hastings did reflect 
great dishonor on this natioll, and on the Chri
tian 
religion therein professed, llalTIely: "That he had 
experienced great embarrassn1ent in treating ,vith 
her [the 1110ther of the reigning prince] ; for, as the 
Inother of the Vizier, the people look up to her ,vi th 
respect, and any hard n1easures practi
ed agaill
t 
women of her high rank create discontent, and affect 
our national character." .A.nd the said Resident, 
after condemning very unjustly her conduct, added, 
" Still she is the Inother of the prince of the country, 
and the religious prejudices of l\fnssulmen prevåil too 
strongly in their n1inds to forget her situation." 


LXX. That the said 'Varren Hastings did not 
make any answer to the said letter. But the lnother 
of the prince aforesaid, as well as the lnother of his 
father, being, in consequence of his, the said IIast- 
ings's, directions, incessantly and rudely pressed by 
their descendant, in the nalne of the Company, to pay 
to the last farthing of the delTIand, they did both pos- 
itively refuse to pay any part of the pretended balan- 
ces aforesaid, until their landed estates were restored 
to then1; on the security of ,vhich alone they alleged 
themselves to be in a condition to borro'w any luoHey, 
or even to provide for the subsistence of thelnsel ves 
and their numerous dependants. And in order to 
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put some end to these differences, the Vizier did him- 
self, about the beginning of _\.ugnst, 1783, go to Fyza. 
bad, and did hold divers conferences with his parents, 
and did consent and engage to re!'tore to theln their 
landed estates aforesaid, and did issue an order that 
they should he restored accordingly; but his minister 
aforesaid, having before his eyes the perelnptory orders 
of him, the said 'Yarren Hastings, did persuade his 
Blaster to dishonor hiInself in breaking his faith and 
engagclnent with his Inother and the mother of his 
father, by first evading the execution, and afterwards 
totally revoking his said public and solemn act, on 
pretence that he had agreed to the grant" fron1 
shan1e, being in their presence [the presence of his 
mother and grandn10ther], and that it was unavoida- 
ble at the tillle " ; * - the said Ininister declaring to 
hin1, that it would be sufficient, if he allowed them 
" money for their necessary expenses, and that would 
be doing enough." 


LXXI. That the faith given for the restoration 
of their landed estates beiug thus violated, and the 
money for necessary expenses being as ill supplied 
as before, the 'YOlnen and children of the late sover- 
eign, father of the reigning prince, continued exposed 
to frequent .want of the COlnn10n necessaries of life; t 
and being sorely pressed by fau1ine, they were con1- 
pelled to break through all the principles of local de- 
corUln and reserve ,yhich constitute the dignity of 
the fen1ale sex in that part of the ,vorId, and, after 
great Clal1l0r and violent atten1pts for one whole day 
to break the inclosure of the palace, and to force their 


· Shoka from the Vizier to Hyder Beg Khân, 2d Hamsur, 1197. 
t Bristow's Letter, 29th Jan., 1784, with inclosures. 
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way into the public market, in order to Inove the 
compassion of the people, and to beg their bread, 
they did, on the next day, actually proceed to the 
extren1Ìty of exposing the111sel ves to public view,- 
an extrelnity hnplying the lowest state of disgrace 
and degradation, to avoid which nHlny WOlnen in In- 
dia have laid violent hands upon thelnselves, - and 
they did proceed to the public Inarket-place with 
the starving children of the late sovereign, and the 
brothers and sisters of the reigning priuce! A n1Ï- 
nute account of the transaction aforesaid was written 
to the British Resident at LuckllO\V by the lJerson 
appoiuted to convey intelligence to hÏ1n fi'OllI Fyza- 
bad, ill the following particulars, highly disgraceful to 
the honor, justice, and lnunanity of this nation. 


LXXII. "The ladies, their attendants and ser- 
vants, ,vere still as Clal110rOUS as last night. Leta- 
fit, the darogalt, ,vent to thel11 and ren10nstrated with 
them on the in1 propriety of their cond nct, at the 
saIne time assuring then1 that in a few days all their 
allowances ,vould be paid, and should not that be 
the case, he would ad vance them ten days' subsist- 
ence, upon condition that they returned to their 
habitatioll. NOlIe of theIn, however, consented to 
his proposals, but were still intent upon ll1aking 
their escape through the bazar [lnarket-place J, and 
in consequence forined thell1selves into a lino, arrang- 
ing themselves in the following order: the children 
in the front; behind theu1 the ladies of the seraglio; 
and behind then1 again their attendants: but their 
intentions ,vere frustrated by the opposition which 
they met from Letafit's sepuys. 
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LXXIII. "The next day Letafit went twice to 
the WOIllen, and used his endeaT"ors to 111ake them 
return into the zenanah, proillising to advance them 
ten thousand rupees; which, upun the Inoney being 
paid dO'Yll, they agreed to COlllply ,vith: but night 
coming on, nothing transpired. 


LXXIV. "On the day following their clamors 
were nlore violent than usual. Letafit went to con- 
fer ,vith them upon the business of yesterday, offer- 
ing the saIne ten11s. Depending upon the fidelity 
of his promises, they consented to return to their 
apartInents, which they accordingly did, except two 
or three of the ladies, 'and nlost of their attendants. 
Letafit then went to Hossmund Ali Khân, to con- 
sult 'with him upon what nleans they should take. 
They came to a resolution of driving theln in by 
force, and gave orders to their sepoys to beat any 
one of the women v,ho should attempt to nlo,e 
for,,"
ard. The sepoys consequently abselnbled; and 
each one being provided with a bludgeon, they drove 
thenl by dint of beating into the zenanah. The WOIll- 
en, seeing the treachery of Letafit, proceeded to 
throw stones and bricks at the sepoys, and again at- 
telnpted to get out; but finding that impossible, from 
the gates being shut, they kept up a continual dis- 
charge of stones and bricks till about ten, when, find- 
ing their Fituation desperate, they retired into the 
Kung 
Iohul, and forced their way fron1 thence into 
the palace, and dispersed thelnSclyes about the house 
and garden; after this they were desirous of getting 
into the Begum's apartlnent, but she, being apprised 
of their intention, ordered her doors to be shut. In 
the mean thue Letafit and Hossillund Ali Khft.n 
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posted sentries to secure the gates of the lesser Mo- 
hu!. During the whole of this conflict, all the ladies 
and \VOn1en remained exposed to the view of the se- 
poys. The Begun1 then sent for Letafit and Hoss- 
n1und Ali Khân, whom she severely reprilnanded, 
and insisted upon kno\ving the causes of this infa- 
mous behavior. They pleaded in their defence the 
Ïlllpossibility of helping it, as the treatment the WOHl- 
en had met \vith had been conformable to his Ex- 
cellency the Vizier's orders. The Beguln alleged, 
that, even adn1Ïtting that the Nabob had given those 
orders, they \vere by no Ineans authorized in this 
manner to disgrace the falnily: of Sujah Dowlah; and 
should they Bot receive their allowance for a day 
or two, it could be of no great moment: what was 
passed was now at an end; but that the Vizier 
should certainly be acquainted with the whole of the 
3ffair, and that whatever he desired she should Ï1n- 
p 1 icitly comply with. The Begunl then sent for five 
of the children, who were wounded in the affray of 
last night, and, after endeavoring to soothe then1, she 
sent again for Letafit and Hossmulld Ali Khân, and 
in the presence of the children expressed her disap- 
probation of their conduct, and the improbability of 
Asoph ul Dowlah's suffering the ladies and children 
of Sujah Dow lah to be disgraced by being exposed to 
the view of the rabblé. UpOll which Letafit produced 
the letter fron1 the N aLob, at the same tÏlne repre- 
senting that he was amenable only to the orders of 
his Excellency, and that whatever he ordered it \vas 
his duty to obey, and that, had the ladies thought 
proper to have retired into their aparbnents quietly, 
he \vonld not have used the IneallS he had taken to 
con1pel theIne The Begunl again observed, that wha t 
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concerns the credit of your Governor on no, account 
to s'liffer such payments to be evaded." But the said 
. " 
'Varren Hastings did neyer Inake the arrangelllent 
supposed in the said letter to be actually made, nor 
did he cause the Resident to pay them the anlount 
of their jaghires, or to Inake any paynlent to thenl. 
And the said Hastings being expressly ordered by 
the Court of Directors to restore to them their estatcs, 
in case the charges 111ade upon thell1 should not bo 
found true, he, the said Hastings, did contulnaciously 
and cruelly decline any compliance \vith tho said or- 
ders until his journey to Lucknow, in , \vhen 
he did, as he says, " conformably to the orders of tho 
Court of Directors, and more to the inclination of the 
Nabob Vizier, restore to then1 their jaghires, but with 
the defalcation, according to his own account, of a 
large po'rtion of their respective shares": pretending, 
without the least probability, that the said defalcation 
was a "voluntary concession on their part." But 
what he has left to then1 for their support, or in .what 
proportion to that which he has taken away, he has 
nowhere stated to the Court of Directors, \vhose faith 
he has broken, and whose orders he has thus eluded, 
whilst he pretended to yield some obedience to them. 


LXXVI. That the said 'Varren Hastings having 
made a n1alicious, loose, and ill-supported charge, 
backed by certain unsatisfactory affidavits, as a ground 
for his seizing on the jaghires and the treasures of 
the Vizier's mother, solemnly guarantied to thein, the 
Court of Directors did, in their letter of the 14th of 
February, 1783, express thenlselves as follows concern- 
ing that measure, - "which the Goverllor-G.ellcral, 
[he, the said 'Varren Hastings,] in his letter to your 
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board, the 23d of January, 1782, has declarocl he 
strenuoltsly encouraged and supported: we hope and 
trust, for the honor of the British nation, that the 
111easure appeared fully justified in the eyes of all 
Hilldostan. The Governor-General has inforl11ed us 
that it can be well attested that the Begnnls [the 
mother and grandnlother of the Nabob aforesaid] 
principally excited and E'upported the late COlnnlO- 
tions, and that they carried their inveteracy to the 
English nation so far as to aÙn at our utter extÙ]Ja- 
tion." And the Court of Directors did further de- 
clare as follows: "That it nowhere appears from the 
papers at present in our possession, that they [the 
nlother and grandnlother of the X abob of Oude] ex- 
cited any cOlnnlotions previou
 to the iInprisonment 
of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and only armed thel11selves in 
consequence of that tran
action; and, as it is proba- 
ble, that such a- conduct proceeded fro In lllotives of 
self-defence, under an apprehension that they them- 
selves n1Ìght likewise be laid under uIHvarrantable con- 
tributions." And the said Court of Directors, in giv- 
ing their order
 for the restoration of the jaghires, or 
for the paYlnellt of an equivalent through the Resident, 
did give this order for the restoration of their estates 
as aforesaid on condition that it should appear frollI 
inquiry that they were not guilty of the practices 
charged upon theul hy the f'aid Hasting
. )11'. 
ta- 
hIos, one of the Council-General, did, in execution of 
the said conditional order. propose an ÌIHluiry leading 
to the ascertainnlent of the condition, and diù enter 
a n1Ìnute as .follo,vs: H That the Court of Directors, 
by their letters of the 14th of Febrllary
 17
3, seenl 
not to be satif'fied that the di
affection of the Begullls 
to this government is sufficiently proycd by the evi- 
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dence before theln; I therefore think that the late 
and present Resident, and comn1anding officer in the 
Vizier's country at the tilue, should be called on to 
collect what further infol'luation they can on this sub- 
ject, in which the honor and dignity of this govern- 
Inent is so 'materially concerned, and that such infor- 
n1ation may be transn1itted to the Court of Directors." 
And he did further propose heads and Inodes of in- 
quiry suitable to the doubts expressed by the Court 
of Directors. But the said \Varren IIastings, \vho 
ought long before, on principles of natural justice, to 
have instituted a diligent inquiry in support of his 
so in1probable a charge, and was bound, even for his 
own honor, as \vell as for the satisfaction of the Court 
of Directors, to take a strong part in the said inqui- 
ry, did set hin1self in opposition to the saIne, and did 
carry with hiln a majority of Council against the .said 
inquiry into the justice of the cause, or any propo- 
sition for the relief of the sufferers: asserting," that 
the reasons of the Court of Directors, if translnitted 
with the orders for the inquiry, will prove in effect an 
order for collecting evidence to the ;"u.stification and 
acquittal of the Begu'rns, and not for the investigation 
of the truth of the charges 1.,{}7lÍch have been preferred 
against them." That 1\11'. Stables did not propose (as 
in the said Hastings's 111inute is groundle
sly sup- 
posed) that the reasons of the Court of Directors 
should be transn1Ítted \yith the orders for an inquiry. 
But the apprehension of the said Warren I-Iastings of 
the probable result of the inquiry proposed did strong- 
ly indicate his sense of his own guilt 
nd the inno- 
cence of the parties accused by hilll; and if, by his 
construction, 1\11'. 8tables's n1Ïnute did indicate an 
illq niry merely for the justification of the parties by 
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hin1 accused, (which construction the motion did not 
bear,) it was no l110re than ,vhat the obvious rules of 
justice ,vould ,veIl support, his own proceedings hav- 
ing been ex parte, - he having en1ployed Sir Elijah 
Illlpey to take affidavits against the WOluen of high 
rank aforesaid, not only without any inquiry made on 
their part, but \vithout any cOl11nlunication to them 
of his practice and proceeding against then1; and 
equity did at least require that they, with his own 
knowledge and by the subordinates of his own gov- 
ernlncnt, should be aHowed a public inquiry to acquit 
thel11sel ves of the heavy offences váth which they had 
been by hÎln clandestinely charged. 


LXXVII. That he, the said Hastings, in order t() 
effectually stifle the said inquiry, did enter on record a 
further n1Ïllute, asserting that the said inquiry would 
be productive" of evils greater than any \vhich exist 
in the consequences which have already taken place, 
and 'Which tirne has almost obliterated"; as also the 
following: "If I an1 rightly infol'll1ed, the Nabob 
Vizier and the Beguills are on terms of lllutual good- 
will. It would ill become this goVerlllllent to inter- 
pose its influence by any act which l11ight tend to 
revive their anilllosities, - and a very slight occasion 
would be sufficient to effect it. They will instantly 
take fire on such a declaration, proclai1n the judg- 
Inent of the COlnpany in their favor, delnand a rep- 
aration of the acts which they will construe wrongs 
with such a sentence warranting that construction, 
and either accept the invitation to the proclailued 
scandal of the Kabob Vizier, which U'ill not aad to the 
credit of OU}. government, or reillain in his donlÌnions, 
but not under his authority, to add to his vex.ations. 
VOL. VIII. 29 
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and the disorders of the country by continual in- 
trigues and seditions. Enough already exists to affect 
his peace and the quiet úf his people. If we cannot 
heal, let us not illflaule the wounds u}7âe7t have been 
':r
flÙ;ted." - ., If the Degnnls think thelnseh.es ag- 
grie,'ed to sneh a degree as to justify thel11 in an ap- 
peal tv a forciyn iuri
dicaon, to appeal to it against a 
lntUl standing in the relation of son and grandson to 
theIn, to appeal to the iustice of those who have been the 
abettors and in.struments of their imputed UJ1"On[J8, let ns 
at least pornlÎt then1 to he the judges of their own 
feelings,. and prefer their c0l11plaints before ,ve offer to 
redress theln. They will not need to be pron1pted. 
I hope I shall not depart froln the silnplieity of offi- 
ciallanguage in saying, the Inajesty of justice ought 
to be approached with solicitation, not descend to pro- 
voke or invite it, n1uch less to deuase itself by the sug- 
gestion of wrongs and the prolnise of redress, with the 
denunciation of puni
ln11ents before trial, and even 
uefore accusation." 


LXXVIII. That the said Warren Hastings, in at- 
telnpting to pass an act of indemnity for his own 
crim.es, and of oblivion for the sufferings of others, 
supposing the latter alrnost ubliterated by tilne, did not 
only lllock and insult over the sufferings of the allies 
of the COlnpany, but did show an indeccnt cOlltelnpt 
of the understandings of the Court of l)irectors: be- 
cause his violcnt attelnpts on the property and liberty 
of the 1110ther and gl'andnlother of the ally aforesaid 
had not thcir first comlnenCClnent n1uch aboyc two 
years before that tilne, and had hecn continued, with- 
out abatement or relaxation on his part, to the ycry 
tÏ111e of his lninute; tho N abou having, by the insti- 
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gation of his, the said Hastings's, instrument, Hyder 
Beg Khân, not two l110nths before the date of the 
Consultation, been obliged a second till1e to break his 
faith with relation to the estates of his luother, in the 
manner hereinbefore recited. .And the said Hastings 
did not and could not conceive that the clearing the 
l110ther could reviyc any anÌlnosity behveen her and 
her son, by ,vhom she never had been accused. The 
said Hastings ,vas also sensible that the restoration 
of her landed estates, recolnmended by the Court 
of Directors, could not produce any ill effect on the 
mind of the said son, as it was "with ahuost un- 
conquerable reluctance he had been persuaded to 
drprive her of them," and at the tÌ111e of his submit- 
ting to becolne an instrllll1ent in this injustice, did 
"declare," both to the Resident and his ministers, 
"that it was an act of C0111pulsioll." 


LXXIX. That the said Hastings further, by insin- 
uating that the WOl11en in question would act al11iss 
in appealing to a foreign iu].isdiction against a son 
and grandson, could not forget that he hil11self, being 
that foreign jurisdiction, (if any jurisdiction there 
was,) did hÍluself direct and order the injuries, did 
hÌ1nself urge the cahuunies, and did hiluself cause to 
be taken and produced the unsatisfactory evidence 
by w'hich the WOluen in question had suffered, - and 
that it was against hilu, the said Hastings, and not 
against their son, that they had reason to appeal. 
But the truth is, that the inquiry was 1110ved for by 

rr. Stables, not on the prayer or appeal of the suffer- 
ers, but upon the ill Ìlupression which the said Hast- 
ings'
 own conduct, n1erely and solely on his own state 
of it, and on his own evidence in support of it, had 
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made on the Court of Directors, who were his lawful 
masters, and not suitors in his court. And his arro 
gating to hilnself and his colleagues to be a tribu- 
nal, and a tribunal not for the purpose of doing jus- 
tice, but of refusing inquiry, was an high offence and 
misdelneanor (particularly as the due obedience to 
the COlnpany's orders was eluded on the insolent 
pretence" tha.t the Inajesty of justice ought to be ap- 
proached with solicitation, and that it would debase 
itself by the suggestion of ,vrongs and the promise 
of redress ") in a Governor, whose business it is, even 
of himself, and unsolicited, not only to prolnise, but 
to afford, redress to all those who should suffer un 
del' the power of the COlnpany, even if their igno- 
rance, or want of protection, or the imbecility of their 
sex, or the fear of irritating persons in rank and sta- 
tion, should prevent them from seeking it by formal 
solici tation. 


LXXX. That the said Warren Hastings, at the 
thue ,vhen he pretended ignorance of all solicitation 
for justice on the part of the ,vomen aforesaid, and 
on that pretence did refuse the inquiry Inoved by his 
colleague, 
lr. Stables, had in all probability received 
froln the Resident, 
Iidùleton, or, if he had made the 
slightest inq lliry froln the said 
fiddleton, then at 
Calcutta, luight iUllnediately receive, an account that 
they did actually solicit the said Resident, through 
Major Gilpin, for redress against his, the said 11ast- 
ings's, calumnious accusation, and the false testinlo- 
ny by which it was supported, and did Bend the said 
cOlnplaint to the Resident, Middleton, by the said Gil- 
pin, to be transnlÌtted to hiln, the said Hastings, and 
the Council, so early as the 19th of October, 1782; 
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and that sne, the mother of the Nabob, did afterwards 
send the sanle to the Resident, Bristo,v, asserting 
their innocence, and accompanying the sanle with the 
copies of letters (the originals of which they assert- 
ed were in their hands) frOln the chief witnesses 
against them, Hannay and Gordor
, which letters did 
directly overturn the charges or insinuations in the 
affidavits made by theIn, and that, instead of any ac- 
cusation of an atteillpt upon them and their parties 
by the instigation of the Illother of the Nabob, or by 
her ministers, they, the said Hannay and Gordon, 
did attribute their preservation to them and to their 
services, and did, with strong expressions of gratitude 
both to the mother of the Nabob and to her nlinisters, 
fully acknowledge the same: which relnonstrance 
of the mother of the Nabob, and the letters of the said 
Hannay and Gordon, are annexed to this charge; 
and the said Hastings is highly crÎlninal for not 
having exalnined into the facts alleged in the said 
remonstrance. 


LXXXI. That the violent proceedings of the said 
Warren Hastings did tend to impress all the neigh- 
boring princes, some of whom were allied in blood to 
the oppressed 'VOlllen of rank aforesaid, ,vith an ill 
opinion of the faith, honor, and decency of the British 
nation; and accordingly, on the journey aforesaid 
rnade by the Nabob froln Luckno,v to Fyzabad, in 
which the said Nabob did restore, in the manner be- 
fore mentioned, the confiscated estates of his mother 
and grandll1other, and did afterwards revoke his said 
grant, it appears that the said journey did cause a 
general alarnl (the worst motives obtaining the Inost 
easy credit with regard to any future proceeding, on 
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account of the foregone acts) and excited great indig- 
nation alllong the ruling persons of the adjacent COUll- 
try, insomuch that l\Iajor Brown, agent to the said 
Warren Hastings at the court of the King Shah Al 
lum at Delhi, did \vrite a relTIOnstrance therein to 1\11'. 
Bristo\v, Resident at Qude, as follows. 
"The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had 
with 
Iirza Shaffee I{hân, he introduced a subject, re- 
specting the Nabob Vizier, which, however it ll1ay be t 
disagreeable for you to know, and consequently for 
me to communicate, I am under a necessity of lay- 
ing before you. . lIe told lne he had received infor- 
mation fron1 Lucknow, that, by the ad vice of Hyder 
Beg Khân, the Vizier had determined to bring his 
grandmother, the widow of Sufdar J nng, from Fyza- 
bad to Lucknow, with a view of getting a further SUIn 
of ll10ney from her, by seizing on her eunuchs, dig- 
ging up the aparhnents of her house at Fyzabad, and 
putting her own person under restraint. This, he 
said, he knew was not an act of our government, but 
the luere advice of IIyder Beg Khân, to which the 
Vizier had been induced to attend. He added, that 
the old Begum had resolved rather to put herself to 
death than subluit to the disgrace intended to be 
put upon her; that, if such a circumstance should 
happen, there is not a ?nan in Hindostan who will at- 
tribu.te the act to the Vìzier [Nabob of Oude], but every 
one will fix the odium on the English, 'who rnight easily, 
by the influence they 80 largely exercise in their own con- 
cerns there, have prevented suoh unnatural conduct 
in the Vizier. He therefore called upon me, as the 
English representative in this quarter, to inform you 
of this, that you ma.y prevent a step which \vill destroy 
all confidence in th
 English nation throughout Hin- 
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dostan, and excite the bitterest resentment in all those 
who by blood are connected with the house of Bufdar 
J ung. He concluded by saying, that, , if the 'Tizier 
so little regarded his family and personal honor, or his 
natural duty, as to wish to disgrace his father's 1110the1' 
for a stun of Inoney, let hinl plunder her of all she 
has, but let him spnd her safe up to Delhi or Agra, 
and, poor as I am, I will furnish subsistence for her, 
which she shall possess with safety and hOllOI', though 
it cannot be adequate to her rank.' 
"This, Sir, is a 1110St exact detail of the COllversa- 
tion (as far as related to that affair) on the part of 
)Iirza Bhaffee Khân. On my part I could only say, 
that I Ï1nagined the affair was 111isrepresented, and 
that I should write as he requested. Let me there- 
fore request that you will enable Ine to answer in a 
n10re effectual manner any further questions on this 
subject. 


LXXXII. "Ås 
Iirza Shaffee's grandfather was 
brother to Sufdar J ung, there can be no doubt of what 
his declaration means; and if this measure of dislniss- 
iug the old BegtUll should be persisted in, I should 
not, froln the state of affairs, and the character of the 
Ålnir ul 0lnrah, be surprised at some Ìlnmediate and 
violent resolution being adopted by him." 


LXXXIII. That 
Iirza Shaffee, mentioned in this 
correspondence, (who has since been n1urdered,). 
was of Ileal' kindred to the lady in question, (grand- 
D10ther to the Kabob,) 
as resident in a proyince Ìln- 
mediately adjoining to the province of Oude, and, from 
proxin1ity of situation and nearness of connection, 
was likely to hayc any intelligence concerning his 
felnale relations frolH the best authority. 
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LXXXIV. That the Resident, Bristow.. 011 rrc
iv 
ing this letter, did apply to the said Hyder Beg l(hiu 
for an explanation of the Nabob's intentions, who de- 
nied that the Nabob intended more than a visit of 
duty and ceremony: which, ,vhatever his dispositions 
might have been, and probably were, towards his own 
lllother, was not altogether probable, as it ,vas well 
known that he was on very bad terms with the moth- 
er of his father, and it appears that intentionR of a 
sÏ1nilar nature had been before lllanifested even ,yi th 
regard to his own lllother, and therefore obtained the 
1110re easy credit concerning the other WOlnan of high 
rank aforesaid, especially as the evil designs of the 
said Hyder Beg were abundantly known, and that the 
said Hastings, upon WhOll1 he did wholly depend, con- 
tinued to recommend" the Inost effectual, that is, the 
most violent, 111eans for the recovery of the sl11all re- 
Inains of his extorted demand." But although it does 
not appear that the Resident did give credit to the 
said report, yet the effect of the saIne on the minds of 
the neighboring princes did Inake it proper and neces- 
sary to direct a strict inquiry into the sal11e, which 
was not done; and it does not appear that any fur- 
ther inquiry was n1ade into the true lllotives for this 
projected journey to Fyzabad, nor into the proceedings 
of Hyder Reg I{hân, although the said 'Varren 11ast- 
ings well kne,v that all the acts of the Nabob and his 
principallllinisters were constantly attributed to hiln, 
and that it was known that secret agents, as well as 
the C0111pany's regular agent, were employed by hin1 
at Luckno,v and other places. 


LXXXV. That the said Hastings, who did, on 
pretence of the majesty of justice, refll
e to illg Hire 
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into the charges lnade upon the female parents of 
the Nabob of Oude, in justification of the violence of- 
fered to theIn, did volulltarily and of his own accord 
make hÏ1nself an accuser of the Resident, 
Iiddleton, 
for the want of a literal execution of his orders in the 
plans of extortion and rapine aforesaid: the criminal 
nature, spirit, aud tendency of the said proceedings, 
for the defective execution of which he brought the 

aid charge, appearing in the defence or apology 
lnade by 
Ir. 
Iiddlcton, the Resident, for his tempo- 
rary and short forbearances. 


LXXXVI. "It could not, I flatter myself, be 
termed a long or unwarrantable delay [two days], 
when the importance of the business, and the pecul- 
iar embarrassments attending the prosecution of it 
to its desired end, are considered. The Nabob was 
son to the Beguln who III we ,vere to proceed against: 
a son against a 1110ther must at least save appearances 
in his rnode of proceeding. The produce of his nego- 
tiation was to be received by the Con1pany. Receiving 
a benefit, accon1panying the Nabob, withdrawing their 
protection, ,vere circU1l1stances sufficient to 'marlc the 
English as the }Jl.incipal rnovers in tltis busine-ss. At a 
court where no opportunity is lost to throw odium on 
u
, so favorable an occasion was not lnissed to per- 

nade the Nabob that we instigated him to dishonor 
his falnily for our benefit. The impressions made 
by these suggestions constantly retarded the prog- 
ress, and more than once actually broke off the busi- 
ness: 'which rendered the utmost caution on lny part 
necessary, especially as I had no assistance to expect 
froln the rninisters. who could not openly move in the 
bu
iness. III the East, it is well known that no luan, 
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either by himself or his troops, can enter the walls of 
a zcnanah, scarcely in the case of acting against an 
open enelny, luuch less of an ally, - ah ally acting 
a.qainst his own nwther. The outer walls, and the Be- 
gUIU'S agents, were all that were liable to inlluediate 
attack: they were dealt with, and successfully, as the 
event proved." - He had before observed to 1\11'. 
Hastings, in his correspuudence, what 
lr. Hastiugs 
well knew to Le true, "that no farther rigor than 
that he had exerted could be used against feluales in 
that couutry; ,vhere force could be el1tployed, it was 
not spared; - that the place of conceahllellt was ouly 
known to the chief eunuchs, ,vho could not be drawu 
out of the ,vomen's apartlnents, where they had taken 
refuge, and fronl which, if an attelupt had been lnade 
to storln theIn, they lnight escape; aud the secret of 
the Inoney being known only to theIn, it was necessa- 
ry to get their persons into his hands, which could be 
obtained by negotiation only." - The Resident con- 
cluded his defence by declaring his" hope, that, if the 
Inain object of his orders was fulfilled, he should be 
110 longer held crilninal for a deviation from the pre- 
cise letter of them." 


LXXXVII. That the said 'Varren Hastings did 
enter a reply to this answer, in support of his crim- 
inal charge, continuing to insist "that his orders 
ought to have been literally obeyed," although he did 
not deny that the above difficulties occurred, and the 
above conbcquences must have Leen the result, - and 
though the reports of the n1Ïlital'Y officers charged 
,vith the execution of his cOllllnission confinned the 
nloral Ünpo
sibility, as ,veIl as inutility in point of 
profit, of forcing a son to gt'eater violence and rigor 
against his Inother. 
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LXXX 1 {III. That the said Hastings, after all the 
acts aforesaid, did preslune to declare on record, in 
his n1Ïnute of the 23d Septel11ber, 1783, .. that, ,vhat- 
eyer 111ay happen of the events which he dreads in 
the train of affair
 now subsisting, he shall at least 
receive this consolation under then1, that he used his 
utlnost exertions to prevent theIn, and that in the an- 
nals of the nations of India ,vhich have been subjected 
to the British don1Ìnions HE shall not be reïnernbe,'cd 
t"l,}wng their oppressors." And speaking of certain al- 
leged indignities offered to the Kabob of Gude, and 
certain alleged suspicions of his authority with re- 
gard to' the managelnen t of his household, he, the 
said Hastings, did, in the said Ininute, endeavor to 
excite the spirit of the British nation, severely ani- 
mad ,'erting on such offences, lnaking use of the fol- 
lowing terl11S: "If there be a spark of generous vir- 
tue in the breasts of any of lny countrYlnen ,vho shall 
be the readers of this cOlllpilation, this letter" (a let- 
ter of conlplaint from the Nabob) " shall stand for an 
instruluent to awaken it to the call of vengeance 
against so flagitious an abuse of authority and re- 
proach to the British name." 


Fronl her Excellency the Blww BefJu1ïl to .1JIr. Bristow, 
Resident at the Vìzier's G-vourt. 


THERE is no necessity to ,vrite to you by way of in- 
forlnation a detail of IllY sufferings. From COllinon 
report, and the intelligence of those ,vho are about 
you, the account of them will have reached your ears. 
I will here relate a part of theill. 
A.fter the death of Sujah Dowlah, most of his un- 
grateful servants were constantly laboring to gratify 
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their enmity; but finding, from the firlll and sincere 
friendship .which subsisted bet\veen Ine and the Eng. 
lish, that the accoluplishment of their purposes was 
frustrated, they fonned the design of occasioning a 
breach in that alliance, to insure their own success. 
I Inust acquaint you that lllY son Asoph ul Dowlah 
had fOl'lllerly threatened to seize Iny jaghire; but, up- 
on producing the treaty signed by you, and showin
 
it to 1\lr. 
Iiddleton, he interfered, and prevented the 
Ünpending evil. The conspiration no,v fi
alned an ac- 
cusation against n1e of a conduct which I had never 
conceived even in idea, of rendering assistance to Ra- 
jah Cheyt Sing. The particulars are as follo\v. 
Iy 
son Asoph ul Dowlah and his Ininisters, with troops 
and a train of artillery, accompanied by 1\11'. 
fiddle- 
ton, on the 16th of the lllOllth of lUohurlllll, arrived 
at Fyzabad, and ll1ade a demand of a crore of rupees. 
As my inability to pay so va
t a sum was 111anifest, I 
produced the treaty you signed ahd gave lUC, but to 
110 effect: their hearts ,vere detern1Îned upon vio- 
lence. I offered ll1Y son Asoph ul Dowlah, whose ,vill 
is dearer to lue than alllny riches, or even life itself, 
whatever money and goods I ,vas possessed of: but 
an an1Îcable adjllstnlent seen1ed not worth accepting: 
he delnanded the delivering up the fort, and the recall 
of the troops that ,vere stationed for the preserying 
the peace of the city. To me tun1ult and discord 
appeared unnecessary. I gave up these points, up- 
on which they seized iUY head eunuchs, J ewar .AJi 
Khân and Behar Ali IChân, and sent thelll to 1\11'. 

lidùlet()n, after having oLliged thenl to sign a bond 
for sixty lacs of rupees; they ,vere thrown into pris- 
on, with fetters about their feet, aÌ1d denied food and 
water. I, ,vho hau BeVer, even in n1Y drcan1s, expe- 
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rienced such an oppression, gave up all I had to pre- 
serve IUY honor and dignity: but this would not sat- 
isfy their del1lands: they charged Ine with a rupee 
and a half batta upon each nlohur, and on this ac- 
count laid claÏ1us upon l1le to the alnount of six lacs 
sonle thousand rupees, and sent 
13jor Gilpin to ex- 
act the paYluent. 
1ajor Gilpin, according to orders, 
at first was Ï1nportunate; but being a Illan of expe- 
rience, and of a benevolent disposition, when he was 
convinced of l11Y ,vant of Ineans, he changed his COll- 
duct, and ,vas willing to apply to the shroffs and bank- 
ers to lend Ine the nloney. But with the loss of my 
jaghire IllY credit was sunk; I could not raise the 
sunl. .At last, feeling l11Y helpless situation, I collect- 
ed my wardrobe and furniture, to the alnount of 
about three lacs of rupees, besides fifty thousand ru- 
pees which I borro"'"ed fron1 one place or other, and 
sent 
lajo1' Gilpin with it to Lucknow. 
Iy sufferings 
did not terminate here. The disturbances of Colonel 
Hannay and Mr. Gordon were l1lade a pretence for 
seizing nlY jaghire. The state of the matter is this. 
"hen Colonel Hannay was by 
1r. Hastings ordered 
to Inarch to Benares, during the troubles of Cheyt 
Sing, the Colonel, who had plundered the whole coun- 
try, u'as incapable of proceedil1g,fr01n the union of thou- 
sands of zemindars, 
()lw had seized this favorable opportu- 
nity: they harassed 1\11'. Gordon near Juni,ard [Juan- 
pore ?] , and the zemindars of tha
 place and Acberpore 
opposed his l1larch fronl thence, till he arrived near 
raunda. ÅS the Taunda llullah, frolH its overflow- 
ing, was difficult to cross without a boat, 111'. Gordon 
sent to the Phousdar to supply hÏ1n. He replied, the 
boats were all in the riyer, but would, according to 
orders, assist hin1 as soon as possible. )11'. Gordon's 
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situation would not adn1Ït of his waiting: he forded 
the nullah upon his elephant, and was hospitably en- 
tertained and protected by the Phousdar for six days. 
In the Inean tÏlne a letter .was received by Ine from 
Colonel Hannay, desiring 111e to escort ltlr. Gordon 
to Fyzabad. As Iny friendship for the English ,vas 
always sincere, I readily con1plied, and sent S01n8 
c0111panies of nejeebs to escort ltlr. Gordon, aud all 
his effects, to Fyzabad, where, having provided for his 
elltertainn1ent, I effected his junction \vith Colonel 
Hannay. The letters of thanks I received fron1 both 
these gentlel11en upon this occasion are still in 111Y 
possession, copies of ,vhich I gave in charge to 
Iajor 
Gilpin, to be delivered to ltlr. 
1iddleton, that he 
nlÏgh t forward them to t11e Governor-General. To 
be brief, those who have loaded ll1e \vith accusations 
are no,v clearly convicted of falsehood. But is it 
not extraordinary, notwithstanding the justness of 
my cause, that nobody relieves my ll1isfortunes? 
''\Vhy did ßfajor Gilpin return \vithout effect? 

{y pràyers have been constantly offered to IIeaven 
for your arrival; report has announced it; for ,vhich 
reason I have taken up the pell, and request you ,vill 
110t place implicit confidence in Iny accusers, but, 
weighing in the scale of justice their falsehoods and 
n1Y ropresentations, you \vill exert your influence in 
putting a period to the ll1isfortunes with ,vhich I alll 
overwhelmed. 


Oopy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ali 
Klìân and Behar Ali Kltân. 


I had the pleasure to receive your friendly letter, 
fraught with benevolence; and whatever favors you, 
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nlY friends, have been plea
ed to confer respecting 
}Ir. Gordon afforded 1110 the greatest pleasure. 
Placing a finn reliance on your friendship, I am 
in expectation that the aforesaid gentleluan, with his 
baggage, ,,,,ill arrive at Fyzabad in safety, that the 
sanIe lnay oblige and afford satisfaction to me. 
..A.. letter frol11 )11'. Gordon is inclosed to you. I 
anl in expectation of its being inclosed in a cover to 
the A unlil of Taunda, to the end that the Ålunillnay 
forward it to the above-nlelltiolled gelltlell1an, and pro- 
cure his reply. 'Yhenever the ans,ver arrives, let it 
be delivered to Hoolas Roy, who will forward it to lne. 
Always rejoice lue by a few lines respecting your 
health. [Continue to honor me with your correspond- 
ence. ] 


G"Yopy of a Letter f1"on
 Oolonel Hannay to Jewar and 
Behar Ali I{ltân. 


Khâll Saib, 111Y indulgent friends, remaIn under 
the protection of God! 
Your friendly letter, fraught with kindne
s, aCC0111- 
panied by an hoÍiorary letter fro111 the Begum Saib, 
of exalted dignity, and inclosing a letter from 
Ir. 
G01'f10n, sent through your hircarrahs, obliged and 
-rejoiced 111e. 
'Ylth respect to what you communicate regarding 
YOllr Bot having received an answer to your friendly 
epistle, I lJecall1e perfectly astonished, as a reply was 
written fro 111 )lohadree. It 111ay be owing to the 
danger of the road that it Hever arrived, - not to the 
smallest neglect on Iny siùe [or of IHine]. 
T now scud two letters to you, - one by the Dawk 
people, and the second by one of niY hircarrahs, (who 
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will present them to you,) \vhich you certainly will 
reC81 ve. 
I alll extreillely wen contented and pleased with 
the friendship you have shown. 
You \vrote lue to relnain perfectly easy concerning 
l\Ir. Gordon. Verily, fron1 the kindness of you, IllY 
indulgent friends, 11lY heart is quite easy. You also 
observed and 111entioned, that, as 
Ir. Gordon's COIn- 
ing with those attached to him [probably his sepoys 
and others] might be attended \vith Jifficulty, if I ap- 
proved, he should be invited alone to Fyzauad. l\Iy 
friends, I place lny expectation entirely upon your 
friendships, and leave it to you to adopt the 111a11ner 
in \vhich the said gentlen1an 111ay arrive in security, 
without molestation, at Fyzabad; but at the saIne 
tÎlue let the plan be so lllanaged that it luay not 
cOllle to the knowledge of any zClnindars: in this 
case you are Inen of discerlunent. I-Iowever, he is 
to C0111e to Fyzabad: extend your assistance and en- 
deavors. 
It is probable that the Begulu Saib, of high dignity, 
has receiyed authentic intelligence fron1 the Call1p at 
Benares. Favor me with the conteHts or purport. 
From 1\11'. Gordon's letter I understand that 
firza 
Ill1aulll Buksh, .wholn yon dispatched thither [Taun- 
cia], has and stin contin ues. to pay great attention to 
that gentlenlan, which affords 1118 great pleasure. 
An answer to the Beguln's letter is to be presented. 
I also send a letter for 1\11'. Gordon, which please to 
forward. 


An Add/"esB from Colonel Hannay to tlte Begul1
. 
Begull1 Saib, of exalted dignity and generosity, 
&c., WhOll1 God preserve! 
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Your exalting letter, fraught with grace and benev- 
olence, that through your unbounded generosity and 
gooùness was sent through grace and favor, I had the 
honor to recei\ge in a fortunate Illolncnt, and Vtrhat- 
ever you were pleased to write respecting 
Ir. Gor- 
don,-
' that, as at this time the.. short-sighted and 
deluded ryots had carried their disturbances and rav- 
ages beyond all bounds, 
lr. Gordon.s cOIning with his 
whole people [or adherents] n1Ïght be attended 
Tith 
difficulty, and therefore, if I chose, he should he 
invited to come alone." Now, as your Highness is. 
the best judge, your faithful servant reposeth his 
IlI0st unbounded hopes and expectation upon your- 
Highness, that the aforesaid :1\11'. Gordon Illay arriv
 
at Fyzabad without any apprehension or danger.. I 
shall he then extreinely honored and obliged. 
Considering Ine in the light of a firm and faithful 
servant, continue to honor and exalt me by your 
letters. 
"\Yhat further can I say? 


A Copy of an Address fro1n J.1Ir. Gðrdon to the 
Begum. 
Beguin .Saib, of exalted dignity and generosity, 
whoin God preserve! 
.AJter presenting the usual professions of servitude, 
&c., ill the custoillary lllanner, nlY address is pre- 
sented. 
Your gracious letter, in answer to the petition of 
your ser\Tant from Goondah, exalted l11e. FroIll the 
contents I becalne unspeakably in1pressed with the 
honor it conferred. )Iay the Ahnighty protect that 
royal purity, and bestow happiness, increase of wealth", 
and pro
perity ! 
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The ,velfare of your servant is entirely owing to 
your favor and benevolence. A. fe\v days have elapsed 
since I arrived at Goondah with the Colonel Saib. 
This is presented for your IIighuess's infol'll1ation. 
I cherish hopes fL'Oln your generosity, that, consider- 
ing me in the light of one of your servants, you will 
always continue to exalt and honor Ine with your gra- 
cious letters. 

Iay the sun of prosperity continually shiue! 


(}opy of a Letter to j}Iahorned Jewar Ali Khân and 
Behar .A1i Khân, from .11Ir. Gordon. 


Sirs, 111Y indulgent friends, 
Rell1ain under, &c., &c. 
After com}JlÏ1l1ents. I have the pleasure to ac- 
quaint you that yesterday having taken leave of you, 
I passed the night at N oorgnnge, and next nlorlling, 
about ten or cleven o'clock, through your favor and 
benevolence, arrived safe at Goondah. 
lir A.boo 
Buksh, zelllindar, and 
Iir Rustunl Ali, accompa- 
nied Ine. 
To what extent can I prolong the praises of yon, 
111Y beneficent friends? :àlay the Suprelne Deing, for 
this benign, cOlnpassionate, humane action, have you 
in His keeping, and increase your prosperity, and 
speedily grant lne the pleasure of an intervie,v! 
Until which ti111e continue to favor me with friendly 
letters, and oLlige Ine by any comlnands in lny power 
to execute. 
May your wishes be ever crowned with success! 
My cOlnpliments, &c., &c., &c. 
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Oopy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ali 
Khân and Behar Ali Khân. 


ft 


Khân Saib, my indulgent friends, 
Remain under the protection of the Supreme Being! 
After c0111plin1ents, and signifying my earnest de- 
sire of an interyiew, I address you. 
Your friendly letter, fraught with kindness, I had 
the pleasure to receive in a propitious hour, and your 
inexpressible kindness in sending for )Iir Nassar ...\.li 
with a force to Taunda, for the purpose of conducting 
l1r. Gordon, with all his baggage, who is no,v arrived 
at Fyzabad. 
This e\ent has afforded me the 1110st excessi\e pleas- 
ure and satisfaction. JIay the Onlnipotence preserve 
you, 11lY steadfast, firln friends! The pen of friendship 
itself cannot sufficiently express your generosity and 
beneyolence, and that of the Begulll of high dignity, 
who so graciously has interested herself ill this Inat- 
ter. Inclosed is an address for her, which please to 
forward. I hope from your friendship, until we Ineet, 
you will continue to honor 111e with an account of 
your health and welfare. What further can I write? 


v. - REVOLUTIOXS IN FURRUCKABAD. 


I. THAT a prince called Ah111ed Khân was of a fam- 
ily a1110ngst the 1110st distinguished in Hilldostan, and 
of a nation fanlous through that empire for its valor 
in acquiring, and its policy and prudence in well gov- 
erning the territories it had acquired, called the Pa- 
tans, or Åfghans, of which the Rohillas were a branch. 
The said _\.lulled Khân had fixed his re::;idcnce ill the 
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city of Furruckabad, and in the first wars of this na.. 
tion in India the said Alllned Khân attached himself 
to the Conlpany against Sujah Dowlah, then an euelny, 
now a dependant on that Con1pany. .AJlllled Khân, 
towards the close of his life, was dispossessed of a large 
part of his don1Ïnions by the prevalence of the 
[ah- 
ratta po,ver; but his son, a minor, succeeded to his .. 
pretensions, and to the reillainder of his dOlninions. 
The 
Iahrattas were expelled by Sujah ul Dowlah, the 
late Vizier, \vho, finding a want of the services of the 
son and successor of .Ahnled Khân, called l\fuznffer 
J ung, did not only guaranty hilll in the possession of 
what he then actually held, but engaged to restore 
all the other territories \vhich had been occupied by 
the l\Iahrattas; and this was confirmed by repeated 
treaties and solenln oaths, by the late Vizier and by 
the present. But neither the late nor the present 
Vizier fulfilled their engagements, or observed their 
oaths: the forn1er having withheld what he had stip- 
ulated to restore; and the latter not only subjecting 
hilll to a tribute, instead of restoring him to what his 
father had unjustly withheld, but having n1ade a fur- 
ther invasion by depriving hÏ1n of fifteen of his di
- 
tricts, levying the tribute of the whole on the little 
that relllailled, and putting the slllaU relnains of his 
territory under a sequestrator or collector appointed 
by All-nas Ali Khân, who did grievously affiict aud 
oppress the prince and territory aforesaid. 
That the hardships of his case being frequently rep- 
resented to Warren Hastings, Esquire, he did suggest 
a doubt ,vhether " that little ought to be still subject 
to tribute," indicating that the said tribute n1ight be 
hard and inequitable, -lnlt, whatever its justice nlight 
have been, that, " fl'Oln the earliest period of our COll- 
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nection with the present Nabob of Gude, it had inva- 
riably continued a part of the funds assigned by his 
Excellency as a proyision for the liquidation of the 
several public demands of tltis government [Calcutta] 
upon hÏ1n; and in consequence of the powers the board 
deellled it expedient to vest in the Resident at his 
court for the collection of the Con1pany's a
signillents, 
a sezauwil [a sequestrator] has always been stationed 
to enforce by every Ineans in his po\ver the payment 
of the tribute." And the said tribute was, in conse- 
quence of this arrangement, not paid to the X abob, 
but to the British Resident at Gude; and the 
ame 
bein'g therefore under the direction and for the sole 
use of the Company, and indeed the prince hÏ1nself 
wholly dependent, the representatives of the said Com- 
pany were responsible for the protection of the prince, 
and for the good government of the country. 


II. That the said Warren Hastings did, on the 22d 
of 
Iay, 1780, represent to the board of Calcutta the 
condition of the said country in the following man- 
ner. 
"To the total want of all order, regularity, or au- 
tlwrity in his governmen t [the Furruckabad govern- 
ment], alnong other obvious causes, it Inay, no doubt, 
be owing, that the country of Furruckabad is become 
an almost entire waste, u'ithout cultivation or inhab- 
itants
. that the capital, which but a very short tÏ111e 
ago "tas distinguished as onc of the 1110st populous 
and opulent C0111111crcial cities in Hindostan, at present 
exhibits nothing but scenes of the Inost ,,-retched pov- 
erty, ùesolation, and Inisery; and the X abob hilnself, 
though in þossessiol1 of a tract of country which "yith . 
only conunon care is notoriously capable of yielding 
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an annual revenue of between thirty and forty lacs 
[three or four hundred thousand pounds], with no 
military establislnnent to 'Jnaintain, scarcely co n1,1nand- 
ing the means of bare subsistence." And the said \Var- 
ren Hastings, taking into consideration the said state 
of the country and its prince, and that the latter had 
"preferredfrequent cornplaints" (which cOlnplaints the 
said I-Iastings to that time did not lay before the board, 
as his duty required) "of the hardships and ind
qnities 
to which he is subjected by the conduct of the sezau- 
wil [sequestrator] stationed in the country for the 
purpose of levying the annual tribute which he is 
bound by treaty to pay to the Subah of Qude," he, the 
said Warren Hastings, did declare himself" extrelne- 
ly desirous, as ,veIl froln motives of con
mon }ustice as 
due regard to the 'J'ank which that chief holds alnong the 
princes of Hindostan, of affording him relief." And 
he, the said Warren Hastings, as the Ineans of the said 
relief, did, ,vith the consent of the board, order the 
said native sequestrator to be relnoved, and an Eng- 
lish Resident, a servant of the COlnpany, to be ap- 
pointed in his rOOIn, declaring" he understood a local 
interference to be indispensably necessary for realizing 
the Vizier's just den1ands." 


III. . That the said native sequestrator being with- 
drawn, and a Resident appointed, no cOIn plaint what- 
ever concerning the collection of the revenue, or of 
any índignities offered to the prince of the country 
or oppression of his subjects by the said Residen t, ,vas 
made to the Superior Council at Calcutta; yet the 
said Warren Hastings did, nevertheless, in a certain 
paper, purporting to be a treaty made at Chunar ,vith 
the Nabob of Qude, on the 19th Septen1ber, 1781., at 
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the request of the said Nabob, consent to an article 
therein, "That no English Resident be appointed to 
Furruckabad, and that the present be recalled." Ãnd 
the said 'Yarren Hastings, knowing that the X abob 
of Qude was ill-affected towards the said Nabob of 
Furruckabad, and that he ".as a
ready supposed to 
have oppressed him, did justify his conduct on the 
principles and in the words following: "That, if the 
Kabob )Iuzuffer J ung must endure oppression, (and 
I dare not at this tÍ1ne propose his total reliej
) it COIl- 
cerns the reputation of our government to remove 
our participation in it." And the said "... arren Hast- 
ings making, recording, and acting upon the first of 
the said false and inhuman suppositions, 1110st scan- 
dalous to this nation, namely, that princes paying 
money wholly for the use of the COlnpany, and direct- 
ly to its agent, for the maintenance of British troop
, 
by whose force and power the said revenue was in 
effect collected, n1ust of necessity endure oppression, 
and that our governn1ent at any time dare not propose 
their total relief, was an high offence and lllisden1eanor 
in the said "... arren Hastings, and the rather, because 
in the said treaty, as well as before and after, the said 
Hastings, who pretended not to dare to relieve those 
oppressed by the X abob of Qude, did assume a con1- 
plete authority over the said Nabob himself, and did 
dare to oppress him. 


IV. That the second principle assumed by the said 
Warren Hastings, as ground for voluntarily aban- 
doning the protection of those whon1 he had before 
undertaken to relieve, on the sole strength oj' his own 
authority, and in full confidence of the lawful founda- 
tion thereof, and for delivering over the persons so 
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taken into protection, under false nan1es and pre- 
tended descriptions, to known oppression, asserting 
that the reputation of the Company was saved by re- 
moving this apparent participation, when the new as 
well as the old arrangeluents ,vere truly and sub- 
stantially acts of the British government, .was disin- 
genuous, deceitful, and used to cover unjustifiable 
designs: since the said 'Varren Hastings ,yell knew 
that all oppressions exercised by the Nabob of Oude 
,vere solely, and in this instance particularly, upheld 
by British force, and were imputed to this nation; 
and because he hirnself, in not more than three days 
after the execntioil of this treaty, and in virtue there- 
of, did direct the British Resident at Ouùe, in orders 
to which he required his most implicit obedience, " that 
the ministers [the Nabob of Oude's ministers] are to 
choose all aUluils and collectors of revenue with yonI' 
concurrence." And the dishonor to the ConlpallY, 
in thus deceitfully concurring in oppression, ,vhich 
they \vere abìe and were bound to prevent, i
 Hluch 
aggravated by the said Warren I-Iastings's receiving 
from the person to whose oppression he had delivered 
. 
the said prince, as a private gift or donation to hirn- 
self and for his own use, a sum of 1110ney al11011ntillg 
to one hundred thousand pounds and upwards, which 
might give just ground of suspicion that the said gift 
from the oppressor to the person surrendering the 
person injured to his mercy might have had SOllIe 
-share in the said crilninal transaction. 


V. That the said Warren Hastings did (in the pa- 
per justifying the said surrender of the prince put 
by himself under the protection of the East India 
Company) assert, "that it was a fact, that the N a- 
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Dob 1\Iuzuffer Jung [the Kabob of Furruckabad] is 
equally urgent with the Nabob Vizier for the removal 
of a Resident," ,vithout producing, as he ought to 
have done, any docllll1ent to prove his inlprobable as- 
sertion, nalnely, his assertion that the oppressed prince 
did apply to his kno,vn enen1Y al
d oppressor, the N a- 
bou of Oude, (who, if he would, was not able to re- 
lieye hin1 against the ,,,,ill of the English governlnent,) 
rather than to that English governnlent, which he 
must have conceived to be nlore impartial, to which 
he had Inade his fonner c0111plaint, and which was 
alone able to relieve him. 


VI. That the said Warren Hastings, in the said 
writing, did further convey an insinuation of an am- 
biguous, but, on any construction, of a suspicious and 
dangerous ÏInport, viz.: "It is a fact, that 1\11'. Shee's 
[the Resident's] authority over the territory of Fur 
ruckabad is in itf:elf as Innch subYer
ive of that [of 
the lauful rulers] as that of the Vizier's aUinil [col- 
lector] ever ,vas, and is th0 nlore oppressive as the 
po,ver froln whence it is derived is greater." The 
said assertion proceeds upon a supposition of the ille- 
gality both of the 
 abob's and the COll1pany's gov- 
el'nlnent; all consideration of the title to authority 
being, therefore, on that supposition, put out of the 
question, and the whole turning only upon the exer- 
cise of authority, the said Hastings's suggestion, that 
the oppression of governlnent must be in proportion to 
it
 power, is the result of a false and dangerous prin- 
ciple, aud such as it is crÏIninal for any person in- 
trusted ,vith the lives and fortunes of lnen to enter- 
tain, much more, publicly to profess as a rule of 
action, as the same hath a direct tendency to Inake 
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the lle,v and powerful governrrle-nt of this kingdom in 
India dreadful to the natives and odious to the world. 
But if the said 'Varren Hastings did mean thereby 
indirectly to insinuate that oppressions had been act- 
ually exercised under the British authority, he was 
bound to inquire into these oppressions, and to alli- 
n1ad vert on the person guilty of the salHe, if proof 
thereof could be had, - and the 11101'e, as the author- 
ity was given by ltinzself, and the person exercising it 
was by hiu1self also nalned. And the said 'Va1'ren 
Hastings did on another occasion assert that" wheth 
e1' they ,vere ,veIl or ill-founded he never had an op- 
portunity to ascertain." But it is not true that the 
said Hastings did or could want such opportunity: 
the fact being, that the said 'Varren llastings did nev- 
er cause any inquiry to be Inade into any supposed 
abuses during the said Residcncy, hut did give a 
pension of fifteen hundred pounds a year to the said 
late Resident as a cOlnpensation to hin1 for an injury 
received, and did afterwards pronlote the Resident, 
as a faithful servant of the COll1pany, (and nothing 
appears to show hhn otherwise,) to a judicial office 
of high trust, - thereby taking away all credit from 
any grounds asserted or insinuated by the said Hast- 
ings for delivering the said Nabob of Furruckabad to 
the hand of a known enelllY and oppressor, ,vito had 
already, contrary to repeated treaties, deprived hÏ1n 
of a large part of his territories. 


VII. That, on the said 'Varren IIastings's repre- 
sentation of the transaction aforesaid to the Court of 
Directors, they did heavily and justly censure the 
said Warren IIastillgs for the saIne, and did convey 
their censure to hiln, recollllnending relief to the suf- 
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fering prince, but without any order for sending a 
new Resident: being, as it luay be supposed, prevent- 
ed fron1 taking that step by the faith of the treaty 
made at Chul1ar. 


VIII. That all the oppressions foreseen by him, 
the said Warren Hastings, when he made the article 
aforesaid in the treaty of Chunar, did actually hap- 
pen: for, ill1mediately on the removal of the Britisb 
Resident, the country of Furruckabad was subjected 
to the discretion of a certain native nlal1ager of rev- 
enue, called Almas Ali Khân, ,vho did ill1poverish 
and oppress the country and insult the prince, and 
did deprive him of all subsistence froln his o,vn es- 
tates, - taking from him even his gardens and the 
tOlnbs of his ancestors, and tbe funds for luaintaining 
the sanIe. 


IX. rrhat, on complaint of those proceedings, the 
said Hastings did of his own authority, and ,vithout 
COll1111Unicating with his Council, direct the native 
collector aforesaid to be relnoved, and the territory 
of Furruckabad to be left to the sole managelnent of 
its natural prince. But in a short time the said Hast- 
,illgS, pretending to receive many c0111plaints purport- 
ing that the tribute to the Nahob remained ,vholly 
unpaid, and the agent to the prince of Furruckabad 
at the Presidency, and afterwards chief lnanager to 
the prince aforesaid, having, as the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings saith, " had the insolence to propagate a report 
that the inteïferenee to which his Inaster owed the 
power he then enjoyed ,vas purchased through him," 
he, the said Hastings, did again (but, as before, ,vith- 
out the Council) " ,vithdraw his protection and inter- 
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ference altogether," on or about the nlonth of August, 
1782, and did signify his resolution, through the Res- 
ident, Þtfiddleton, to the Nabob Vizier. But the said 
Hastings asserts that "the consequence of this his 
own second dereliction of the prince of Furruckabad 
'vas an aggravated renewal of the seve'rities exercised 
against his goverlln1ent, and the reappointnlent of a 
sezauwil, ,vith powers delegated or asslllned, to the 
utter extinction of the rights of 
fuzuffer Jung, and 
actually depriving him of the Ineans of subsistence." 
...'Î.lld the said IIastings did receive, on the 16th of 
February, 1783, fronl the prince aforesaid, a bitter 
c0111plaint of the sanle to the following tenor.. 
" The miseries which have fallen upon my country, 
and the poverty and distress which have been heaped 
upon me by the reappointlnent of the sezauwil, are 
such, that a relation of theIl1 ,vould, I anl convinced, 
excite the strongest feelings of compassion in your 
breast. But it is Ílnpossible to relate them: on one 
side, my country ruined and uncultivated to a degree 
of desolation which exceeds all description; on the 
other, my domestic concerns and connections in- 
volved in such a state of distress and horror, that even 
the relations, the children, and the wives of rny father are 
starving in want of daily bread, and are on the point of 
flying voluntary exiles fro'ln their country and frorn 
each other." 
But although the said IIastings did, on the 16th of 
February, receive andadn1Ït the justice of the said 
cOlnplaint, and did not deny the urgent necessity of 
redress, the said letter containing the following sen- 
tence, " If there should he any delay in your accept- 
ance of this proposal, 'lilY exÚ5tence and tlte exÙdeJlce 
of 'Iny family will beculi'le difficult and doubtful," - and 
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although he did adlnit the interference to be the more 
urgently demanded, "as the services of the English 
troops have been added to enforce the authority of 
the sezau wil," - and although he adn1Ïts also, that, 
even before that til110, shnilar cOIn plaints and applica- 
tions had been n1ade., - yet he did withhold the said 
letter of cOlnplaint, a 111inute of ,,
hich he asserts he 
had, at or about that tilne, prepared for the relief of 
the sufferer, from the Board of Council, and did not 
so 111uch as propose anything relative to the saIne 
for seven Inollths after, viz., until the 6th of October, 
1783: the said letter and Ininute being, as he asserts, 
" uJit[zheld, fro1l1 causes not necessary to 'mention, froln 
presentation." By ,vhich llleans the .....aid country and 
prince did suffer a long continuance of unnecessary 
hardship, frol11 which the said Hastings confe
sed it 
was his duty to relieve theIn, and that a British Res- 
ident was necessary at Furruckabad, "froll1 a sense 
of sublnission to the ÍJnplied orders of the Court of 
Directors in their letter of 1783, lately received, 
added to the conviction I have L OJo-\TG ð'IJ..VCE enter- 
tained of the necessity of such an appointment for the 
preservation of our national credit, and the means 
of rescuing an ancient and respectable family frolll 
ruin." 
And the said Warren Hastings did at length per- 
forln what he thought had long since been necessary; 
and in contradiction to his cngagements with the 
X abob in the treaty of Chuuar, and against his 
strong rell1onstrances, urging his humiliation froln 
this n1easure, and the faith of the agreelnent, and 
against his own fanner declaration that it concerned 
the reputation of our goyorlunent to relnove our par- 
ticipation in the oppressions which he, the said I-Iast- 
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ings, supposed the prince of Furruckabad must un.. 
dergo, did once Inore reconlmend to the Council a 
British Resident at Furruckabad, and the ,vithdraw- 
iug the native sezau wil: no course being left to the 
said Hastings to take ,vhich was not a violation of 
SOlne engagement, and a contradiction to some prin- 
ciple of justice and policy by hÍ1n deliberately ad- 
vanced and entered on record. 
That 
fr. Willes being appointed Resident, and 
having arrived at Furruckabad on the 25th of Pebru- 
ary, 1784, ,vith instructions to inquire lTIinutely into 
the state of the country and the ruling family, he, the 
said Resident, 'Villes, in obedience thereto, did fully 
explain to him, the Governor-General, the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings, (he being then out of the Con1pany's 
provinces, at Lucknow, on a delegation ,vhich respect- 
ed this very country, as part of the dependencies of 
Oude,) the situation of the province of Fnrruckabad; 
but the said Warren Hastings did not take or recom- 
mend any measure whatsoever for the relief thereof 
in consequence of the said representation, nor even 
COlTI1TIUnicate to the COllncil-General the said repre- 
sentation; and it was not until the 28th of J nne, 1783 
[1785 1], that is, sixteen months from the arrival of 
the Resident at his station, that anything was laid he- 
fore the board relative to the regulation or relief of 
the distressed country aforesaid, and that not from 
the said 'Varren Hastings, but from other n1enlbers 
of the Council: ,vhich purposed neglect of duty, 
joined to the preceding wilful delay of seven months 
in proposing the said relief originally, caused near 
two years' delay. And the said Wan'en Hastings is 
further cuI pable in not conllTIunicating to the Council 
Board the order ,vhich he had, of his own authority, 
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and without any powers fro1l1 theIn, given to the said 
Resident, Willes, and did thereby prevent then1 from 
taking such steps as n1ight counteract the ill effects of 
the said order; ,,
hich order purported, that the said 
""'illes ,vas not to interfere with the Nabob of Fur- 
ruckabad'
 gOyerUlnent, for the regulation of which 
he was in effect appointed to the Residency, - declar- 
ing as follows: "I rely much on your n10deration 
and good judgn1cnt, ,vhich I hope will enaLle you to 
regulate your conduct towards the X abob and his ser- 
vants in such a l11anner, that, without intelfering in 
tlte execu.tive part of his govenl1nent, you Inay render 
him essential service by your council and advice." 
And this restriction the said Hastings did Î1npose, 
"which totally frustrated the purpose of the Resident's 
Inission, though he well knew, and had frequently 
statecl, the extren1e imbecilitv and weakness of the 
said X abob of Furruckabad, and his subjection to un- 
,vorthy ser,-ants; and in the ::\linute of Consultation 
upon which he founded the appointn1ent did state 
the Kabob of Furruckahad " as a weak and unexperi- 
enced young Inan, w.ho had abandoned himself entire- 
ly to the discretion of his servants, and the restora- 
tion of his independence was follo,veù by a total breach 
of the engagclllents he had proll1ised to fulfil, attend- 
ed by pointed instances of conÌlunacy and disrespect" ; 
and in the said n1inute the said Hastings adds, (as 
before 111entioned,) his principal servant and man- 
ager had propagated a report that the "intelference" 
(nan1ely, his, the said Hastings's, interference) "to 
which his 111aster o\ved the power he then enjoyed 
was purchased by hilU," the principal seryaut afore- 
said: yet he, the said Ha::;tings, 'who had as
igned on 
record the character of the said Nabob, and the con- 
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duct of his servants, and the aforesaid report of his 
principal servant, so highly dishonorable to hÜn, the 
said Hastings, as reaSOtlS for taking away the inde- 
pendency of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and the sub- 
jecting hiln to the oppression of the Nabob of Oude's 
officer, Ahnas Ali, did again hiln::5elf estaLlish the pre- 
tended independence of the said prince of Furrucka- 
bad, and the real independence of his corrupt and per- 
fidious servants, not against the Nabob of Oudo, but 
against a British Resident appointed by hilnself (" as 
a character elninently qualified for such a charge ") 
for the correction of those evils, and for rendering the 
prince aforesaid an useful ally to the COlupany, and 
restoring his dOlninions to order and plenty. 
That the said Hastings did not only disable the 
Resident at Furruckabad by his said prohibitory let- 
tel', but did render his very remaining at all in that 
statioll perfectly precarious by a subsequent letter, 
rendering hinl liable to dislnission by the Vizier,- 
thereby changing the tenure of the R,esident's office, 
and changing hinl froln a 11linister of the COlnpany, 
dependent on tbe Governor-General aud Council, to 
a dependant upon an unresponsiLle po,ver, - in this 
also acting without the Council, and by his own 
usurped authority: and accordingly the said Resident 
did declare, in his letter of the 24th of ...\pril, 1785, 
" that the situation of the country was more distress- 
ful than when he [tho prince of Furruckabad] ad- 
dressed hin1self for relief in 1783, and that he was 
sorry to say that his appointment at Furruckabad 
was of no use"; that, though the old tribute could 
not be paid, owing to ftunino and other causes, it was 
increased by a new ilnpositioll, Inaking the \vhole 
equal the cntire gross produce of the revenue; that 
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therefore there will not be "anything for the 8ubsist- 
ence of the Nabob andfamily." And the uncles of the 
said Nabob of Furruckabad, the brethren of the late 
Ahn1ed Khân, (who had rendered important services 
to the Company,) and their children, in a petition to 
the Resident, represented that soon after the succes- 
sion of )Iuzuffer J ung "their misery commenced. 
The jaghires [lands and estates] on which they sub- 
sisted were disallowed. Our distress is great: we 
have neither clothes nor food. Though we felt hurt 
at the idea of explaining our situation, yet, could we 
have found a n10de of conveyance, we would have 
proceeded to Calcutta for redress. The scarcity of 
grain this season is an additional misfortune. Wi th 
difficulty we support life. From your presence with- 
out the provinces we expect relief. It is not the cus- 
tOll1 of the Company to deprive the zell1indars and 
jaghiredars of the ll1eans of subsistence. To your 
justice we look up." 
This being the situation of the person and family 
of the Nabob of Furruckabad and his nearest rela- 
tions, the state of the country and its capital, pre- 
vented fro111 all relief by the said Warren Hastings, 
is described in the following words by the Resident, 
Willes. 
" Almas A1i has taken the purgunnah of 
rarara at 
a very inadequate rent, and his aumils have seized 
many adjacent villages: the purgunnahs of Cocu Í1110W 
and Souje are constantly plundered by his people. 
The collection of the ghauts near Futtyghur has been 
seized by the Vizier's clltwal, and the zemindars in 
four purgunnahs are so refractory as to have fortified 
themselves in their gurries, and to refuse all payments 
of revenue. This is the state of the purgunnahs. 
VOL. VIII. 31 
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And F
lrr
UJkabad, which was once the seat of great 
opulence and trade, is now daily deserted by its inhab- 
itants, its walls mouldering away, without police, with- 
O
lt protection, exposed to the depredations of a banditti 
of two or three h
lndred robbers, 'who, night åfter n1ght, 
enter it for plunder, murdering all who oppose 'the'Yì
. 
The 'ruin that has overtaken this country is not to be 
wondered at, when it is considered that there has been 
no state, no 8table government, for many years. There 
has been the Nabob. Vizier's authority, his ministers', 
the Residents' at Lucknow, the sezalnvils', the calnp 
authority, the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's, and that of 
twenty duans or advisers: no authority sufficiently 
predominant to establish any regulations for the bene- 
fit of the country, whilst each authority has been ex- 
erted, as opportunity offered, for temporary purposes. 
"Such being the present deplorable state of Fur- 
ruckabad and its districts, in the ensuing year it will 
be in vain to look for revenue, if some regulations 
equal to the exigency be not adopted. The whole 
country will be divided between the neighboring pow- 
erful aumils, the refractory zemindars, and banditti 
ùf robbers; and the Patans, who might be n1ade use- 
ful subjects, will fly from the scene of anarchy. The 
crisis appears now come, that either some plan of gov- 
ernment should be resolved on, so as to form faithful 
subjects on the frontier, or the country be given up 
to its fate: and if it be abandoned, there can be little 
doubt but that the l\fahrattas will gladly seize on a 
station so favorable to incursions into the Vizier's 
dominions, will attach to their interests the llindoo 
zemindars, and possess themselves of forts, ,vhich, 
with little expense being made fOrll1idahle, would 
give employment perhaps to the whole of our force, 
should it be ever necessary to recover them." 



fII 


AGAIXST ,V A.RRE
 H.ASTI
GS. 


483 


That the Council at Calcutta, on the representation 
aforesaid 111ade by the Re
idellt at Furruckabad, did 
propose and record a plan for the better guvernn1ent 
of the said country, but did delay the execution of the 
san1e until the arrangelnents luade by the said Hast- 
ings \vith the Nabob '7'izier should be known; hilt 
the said Hastings, as far as in him. lay, did entirelY 
set aside any plan that could be fonned for that pur- 
pose upon the basis of a British Resident at Furruck- 
abad, hy engaging with the said X abob '7'izier that no 
British influence shall be en1ployed 'within his don1in- 
ions, and he has engaged to that prince not to aban- 
don him to any other n10de of relation; and he has 
informed the Court of Directors that the territories 
of the Kabob of Oude will be ruined, if Residents are 
sent into theIn, observing, that" Residents never will 
be sent for any other purposes than those of vengeance 
and corruption." . 
That the said Warren Hastings did declare to the 
Court of Directors, that in his opinion the mode of 
relief most effectual, and n10st lenient with regard 
to Fnrruckabad, 'Would be to nOlninate one of the 
fan1Ïly of the prince to superintend his affairs and to 
secure the payn1ents; but this plan, which appears to 
be 1110st connected with the rights of the ruling fam- 
ily, whilst it pro\'ides against the Ï1nbecility of the 
llaturallord, and is free from his objection to a Resi- 
dent, is the only one \vhich the said Hastings never 
has executed, or even proposed to execute. 
That the said Hastings, by the agreements afore- 
said, has left the COlllpany in such an alternative, 
that they can neither relieve the said prince of Fur- 
ruckabad frolll oppre
sion without a breach of the 
engagements entered into by him, the said Hastings, 
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with the Nabob Vizier in the nanle of the Company, 
nor suffer him to remain under the said oppression 
without violating all faith and all the rules of justice 
with regard to him. And the said Hastings hath 
directly made or authorized no less than six revolu.. 
tions in less than five years in the aforesaid harassed 
province; by which frequent and rapid changes of 
government, all of them nlade in contradiction to all 
his own declared motives and reasons for the several 
acts successively done and undone in this transaction, 
the distresses of the country and the disorders in its 
administration have been highly aggravated; and in 
the said irregular proceedings, and in the gross and 
complicated violations of faith with all parties, the 
said Hastings is guilty of high crimes and misde.. 
meanors. 


VI.-DESTRUCTION OF THE RAJAH OF SAHLONE. 


I. THAT the late Nabob of Qude, Sujah ul Dowlah, 
did (on what reasons of policy or pretences of justice 
is unknown) dispossess a certain native person of dis.. 
tinction, or eminent Rajah, residing in the country of 
Sahlone, "the lineal descendant of the lllost power.. 
ful Hindoo family in that part of Hindostan," of his 
patrÌ1noniaI estate, and conferred the samp, or part 
of the same, on his, the Nabob's, mother, as a jaghire, 
or estate, for the term of her life: and the mother 
of the Nabob, in order to quiet the country, and to 
satisfy in some measnre the principal and other in- 
habitants, did allow and pay a certain pension to the 
said Rajah; 'which pension, on the general confisca- 
tion of jaghires, Inade at the instigation of the said 
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Warren Hastings, and by the letting the lands so con- 
fiscated to farmers at rack-rents, was discontinued and 
refused to be paid; and the discontinuance of the said 
pension, " on account of the personal respect borne to 
the Rajah, (as connections with hin1 are sought for, 
and thought to confer honor,)" did cause an univer- 
sal discontent and violent comn10tions in the dis- 
trict of Sahlone, and other parts of the province of 
Oude, with great consequent effusion of blood, and 
interruption, if not total discontinuance, to the col- 
lection of the revenues in those parts, other than as 
the same was irregularly, and with great dan1age to 
the country, enforced by British troops. 


II. That 
rr. LUlllsdaine, the officer employed to 
reduce those disordered parts of the province to sub- 
mission, after several advantages gained over the Ra- 
jah and his adherents, and expelling him from the 
country, did represent the utter impossibility of bring- 
ing it to a permanent settlelllent "n1erely by forcible 
methods; as in any of his [the Rajah's] incursions it 
would not be necessary to bring even a force with 
him, as the zelllindars [landed proprietors and free- 
holders] are much attached to the Rajah, whom they 
consider as their hereditary prince, and never fail to 
assist him, and that his rebellion against goVerIlll1ent 
is not looked on as a crime": and Mr. Lumsdaine 
declared it " as his clear opinion, that the allowing the 
said Rajah a pension suitable to his rank and influ- 
ence in the country would be the most certain 1110de 
of obtaining a permanent peace," - alleging, among 
other cogent reasons, " that the expense of the force 
necessary to be employed to subdue the country 111ight 
be spared, and employed elsewhere, and that the 
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people would return to their villages with their cattle 
and effects, and of course government have SOlne se- 
curity for the revenue, whereas at present they have 
none." And the representation containing that pru- 
dent and telnperate counsel, given by a military man 
of undoubted inforlnation and perfect experience in 
the local circumstances of the country, ,vas transluit- 
ted by the Resident, Bristow, to the said 'Varren 
Hastings, .who did wilfully and crinlinally omit to or- 
der any relief to the said Rajah ih conformity to the 
general sense and wishes of the inhabitants, a conl- 
pliance with whose so reasonable an expectation his 
duty in restoring the tranquillity of the country and 
in retrieving the honor of the English government 
did absolutely require; but instead of making such 
provision, a price 'was set upon his head, and several 
bodies of British troops being ell1ployed to pursue 
him, after l11any skirIuishes and much bloodshed and 
mutual waste of the country, the said Rajah, honored 
and respected by the 
atives, was hunted down, and 
at length killed in a thicket. 


END OF VOL. VIII. 
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